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Tools of the Trade
Rechargeable Batteries and Battery Packs
Melissa Tanner, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC

One of the items that we use for every investigation are batteries. With all of the equipment and number of investigations the costs for these can
be a huge expense. I would recommend if you are doing more than one investigation a month and/or using more than two pieces of equipment
during your investigation that will use batteries to switch to using rechargeable batteries and battery packs/cells.

The main type of batteries for most paranormal gear are AA, AAA, and 9V. So when looking for a battery charger look for one that can handle one
or more of those types. Rayovac makes a charger that works for AA and AAA at the same time. This is the one we use; however there are many
good brands to choose from. Please note that even if you charged the batteries before and did not use them, if it’s been more than a few days
since the charge I would recharge them before using them to be sure they are still fully charged. You also want to make sure to keep the
rechargeable batteries away from the disposables batteries so that they don’t accidentally get recycled or thrown away.

A battery pack is great for equipment that has a USB charge port on it. The battery packs are what are used to charge cell phones, tablets, and
other such electronics. We use ours for our Zoom H1 digital recorders, chargeable digital recorders, touch… plasma ball, and to keep our cell
phones charged. The model we use is a Power Xcel that we purchased at Menards for about $5. We did a test using the battery pack with our
Zoom H1 digital recorder and found the battery pack kept the H1 going for 18 hours before the battery pack died and then the internal batteries for
the recorder kicked in and kept it running for another 8 hours. We found the mini SD card in the recorder filled up before it ran out of power. So
imagine being able to record for 24 hours with a single charge. It will make those over night into the next morning investigations easier and
cheaper to run the equipment.
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We never charge a client for an investigation!

