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Tools of the Trade

Photography Dos and Don’ts

By Mark Yount, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC

Photography is a very important tool in the field of paranormal investigation. The investigator can capture images that may show evidence that 

is, or is not, visible to the naked eye. Most of the techniques that apply to still photography, single image at a time, also apply, at least to some 

degree to videography.

To increase the chances that an investigator can capture clear and concise images, he/she should have an understanding of the camera that is 

being used.  Below are definitions of common terms used in photography.

To acquire useful images using a still camera, or video camera the following suggestions will help:

• Use a tripod or body stabilizer to reduce camera shake
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• Clean camera lens as often as needed. Especially in dusty areas, or areas with high humidity.

• Verify that there are enough fully charged batteries for the time planned and increase by half.

• Document all environmental data – temperature, humidity, dew point, etc.

• Do not change settings unless you are sure that it will enhance image.

• Do not take flash pictures unless absolutely necessary and never when another investigator is handholding an infrared camera, as the flash 

can affect their eyes.

• If flash is used, do not take pictures towards a mirror, picture frame with glass, or other shiny surface.

Paranormal or Not?

Answer from the previous issue:

Answer will be provided in next month’s issue.

The picture to the left was 

taken by Producer Jeff 

Leeper while at a bonfire for 

a paranormal conference.  

Thoughts?

The picture to the above was taken by a close friend of the 

team.  It appears to be a reflection from the trees.


