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At TnT Paranormal InvestigatorsLLC 

our primary mission is to help the 

client with their paranormal 

concerns. We research the 

background of the property, 

gather data during an onsite 

investigation, review that data to 

determine if any paranormal data 

was captured, and provide the 

client with a report of our findings. 

We also use this time to educate 

our clients on the paranormal field 

and helping to ease their fears. 

  

We would love to assist you with 

your paranormal needs. To learn 

more about our services, ask us 

questions, or to request an 

investigation click here.  

 

Click here to read the newsletter 

Disclaimer. 

TnT Paranormal Happenings 

September is upon us which means the end of summer and start of fall.  Fall means that 

school is in full swing, trees will shed their leaves, and Halloween is right around the corner.  

For paranormal teams it means more people reporting activity and needing assistance, as 

well as more publicly held events to attend and/or host. 

 

The IL Chapter will start the fall 2015 Paranormal Lecture series this month with the first stop 

at the Westmont IL Public Library on the 24th.  The event is free to the public and if you have 

not attended a lecture we encourage you to. 

 

The founder of TnT Paranormal and member of the FL Chapter, Melissa Tanner, will be 

presenting at the 2015 Gulf Coast ParaCon on the 26th.  If you live near Biloxi, MS and/or 

have the desire to attend this great event click here to learn more. 

 

On August 15th we hosted another successful event at the Arlington Heights Historical 

Museum.  Arlington Heights Historical Museum is the former site of the F.W. Müller 

Carbonated Beverages Company. These events are perfect for the novice paranormal 

investigator who wants to be able to investigate but may not have the means to do it 

otherwise.  The next one, and last for 2015, is on October 24th. To learn more go to our 

website Investigate Beverage Factory Page or the ad in this newsletter. 

 

We have a lot of interesting articles in September 2015 issue, including: Safety series:  

Listeria; Mineral Springs Hotel; Rechargeable batteries and battery packs; Have you heard of 

someone finding coins everywhere?; and an interview with David and Michelle Diener with 

Badger State Paranormal. If you are a budding author, or even an experienced one and 

would love to have your article in our newsletter, please let us know.   

 

We are always on the lookout for new cases and places to investigate, so please keep us in 

mind if you hear of anything.  To learn more about us you can go to our website, group page 

on FaceBook, Team page on Facebook, or Twitter (@TnTParanormal). 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/BumpsintheNight/BITNnewsletter-disclaimer.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/events/920616211333863/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/investigate-beverage-factory
http://www.tntparanormal.com/investigate-beverage-factory
http://www.tntparanormal.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TnTParanormal/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TnTParanormal/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TnTParanormal/
https://www.facebook.com/TnTParanormalInvestigators
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Paranormal ñUò 

Listeria 

Safety Series 

by Joan Camper, TPN-Illinois Chapter 

Listeria is a severe form of food poisoning contracted by eating tainted food.  Senior citizens, children, pregnant women and people with 

compromised immune systems are at the highest risk of contracting the disease.  Unlike other forms of food poisoning, Listeria can get into 

your blood and cause septic shock and meningitis.  If you contract Listeria you will need to see a medical professional. 

 

Symptoms of Listeria include diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, muscle aches, fever, bloated feeling, and inflammation of the intestines.   Other 

symptoms can include headache, stiff neck, confusion, loss of balance and convulsions.  These symptoms usually appear within 24 to 48 hours 

of consuming the tainted food.   The first complication of Listeria is usually dehydration, due to fluid loss.   

 

Listeria is commonly found in soil and water.  Animals that eat grass can also be contaminated.  The most common source is uncooked meat 

and vegetables, unpasteurized milk and cheeses and other products made from unpasteurized milk.  It can also be found in cooked or 

processed foods like soft cheeses, lunch meat, and smoked seafood.  Unlike most bacteria listeria can grow and reproduce in some foods in 

the refrigerator.   

 

To prevent Listeria wash all produce and separate uncooked meat and vegetables.  Keep lunch meat and cooked foods away from uncooked 

meats and vegetables.  To keep your kitchen safe wash your hands and tools after preparing uncooked foods, particularly poultry. NEVER 

EVER use the same knife to cut raw meat and slice your vegetables.  Clean up all spills in your refrigerator especially from hot dogs and lunch 

meats, raw meat and raw poultry.  In our case as paranormal investigators be careful about how you bring and store your food on 

investigations.  Use a cooler with ice and place all foods in their own individual zip loc bag.  Also always carry hand sanitizer and disinfecting 

wipes to clean surfaces. 

 

If you are unfortunate as I was, and contact this illness this is what you can expect from treatment.  If you require medical intervention you can 

expect a broad-spectrum antibiotic along with fluids to stay hydrated.  You will also be put on a bland diet, not that you will ever want to eat 

again, and rest.  If you donôt require intervention no tests or treatment are needed.  You can however expect to feel very sick for at least 24 

hours. 

 

Even with prompt treatment patients with serious medical problems can die.  Most patients recover with no lasting complications. Due to the 

severity of the disease, the health department requires any cases, even just one, to be reported.  

 

It is common to hear about large outbreaks associated with large companies involving food recalls.  In my case, the outbreak was linked to a 

caterer who cut raw chicken and vegetables with the same knife and cutting board. This breach in sanitation resulted in an outbreak at a family 

gathering which caused severe sickness for all those involved. Check catererôs and any food preparerôs records for any citations in food 

preparation safety. 

 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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TnT Paranormal Asks David and Michele Diener 

Badger State Paranormal is a group of paranormal investigators that believe there is something out there that is unexplainable. We are located 

in Washington County, WI, but are willing to travel wherever help is needed. Our mission is to help anyone who needs assistance during their 

darkest moments. After we are contacted by you, we will schedule a time at your convenience to perform a professional paranormal 

investigation. While investigating, we will be attempting to capture anything paranormal on our equipment and also try to see if any claims are 

merely naturally occurring phenomena. If we are able to capture anything on our video or audio equipment, we provide you with copies of them, 

if you wish. We bring professionalism and confidentiality for your right to privacy about the nature of your experiences. All of our research is 

based on books, seminars, and other paranormal groups throughout the country, as well as EVP experts, demonologists, and clergy. We take all 

claims seriously and are always here to comfort you when you need it most. As always, every investigation is free of charge and always will be. 

 

1) Tell our readers a little bit about you and the role you serve in the field of the paranormal?   

My name is David Diener and I, along with my wife Michele, are the co-founders of Badger State Paranormal. I am a Journeyman Sheet 

Metal Worker in Milwaukee, WI for the last 10 years and my wife ran a day care in Hartford, WI for 32 years. With a background in the 

construction industry, I am able to track down and "debunk" certain claims that could be natural phenomena occurring within HVAC and 

plumbing equipment. Badger State Paranormal was founded in 2005. We have investigated residential homes and businesses throughout 

the U.S. but our main base is in Southeastern Wisconsin. Michele is our case manager and researcher. I am the lead investigator and tech 

guru. Along with our investigator Michele Skopek, we are able to tackle any location big or small. We also do fundraisers and presentations 

as well as support our local ghost tours and historical societies. 

 

2) How long have you been interested in the paranormal and what sparked that interest?     

I have been interested in the paranormal for most of my life. I heard stories from my friends growing up but never had an experience until 

after our group started. Michele, on the other hand, has had numerous experiences throughout her life. From her childhood home in 

Cedarburg, WI to our current home, she has witnessed full body apparitions to knocks to drapes being ripped off the walls. After hearing her 

stories and how passionate she was about it, we decided to start a group and help families that were having phenomena happen in their 

home and business. 

 

3) What makes you and/or your team different from others in the field? 

We are a small team. In being small, we are able to control contamination of evidence more easily than if you have a large group. We are all 

level headed and go into an investigation with a scientific approach. Throughout the investigation, we are always trying to find natural 

causes to the claims of the home/business owner. 

 

4) What do you believe is the most common mistake paranormal investigators make? How can they correct that mistake? 

I think the most common mistake is thinking everything is "paranormal." When you hear a bang, go see what is causing that noise. You hear 

too often of "investigators" running away from the noise when they should be seeing what is causing it. Or when you're reviewing evidence, 

make sure you line up your video and audio. There are numerous times that it sounds like there could be a voice when it could be as simple 

as something brushing across your recorder. 

 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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TnT Paranormal Asks David and Michele Diener 

 

5) In your career in the paranormal have you ever had someone bring up a phenomenon or unusual experience that you had never 

heard of before? 

We've never had any unusual claims. Our most unusual experience for us as a group was an elderly lady in a retirement home. She 

claimed that she could communicate with a few different entities. She wanted our help to try and make them stop talking to her because 

she couldn't sleep. Upon arriving at her residence, we did find that her building was a former hospital and her apartment was above the 

morgue. After conducting an investigation and reviewing countless hours of data, we were unable to get a hold of her. After 3 weeks, she 

finally called and told us that she had been committed to a state mental hospital and she needed to have her medications adjusted. 

 

6) Any advice for a new investigator getting into the field of the paranormal? 

Don't only research the location, research whoever contacted you. We always get the names and ages of everyone in the home or 

business and check and make sure they aren't axe murderers. There has been a couple times that we have been contacted when it  was 

just a prank to get back at an ex boyfriend/girlfriend/spouse. We have also been contacted by people that are known criminals trying to get 

us into their house. 

 

7)    What do you believe is the best tool a paranormal investigator can use during an investigation? 

We all know the best answer is your senses. However, you can't collect data from your senses. My other favorite tool is a voice recorder. 

They are fairly cheap and easy to use. And when you hear a disembodied voice calling out to you, you now have data to back it up. 

 

8)    What is your favorite place/location to investigate? 

Ohio State Reformatory is our favorite. We have caught numerous EVP's, disembodied voice, been touched and saw a face through the 

metal stairway near solitary confinement. It was one place that definitely didn't disappoint. Although, Waverly Hills is a close second.  

 

9)    Have you ever had a paranormal experience that ñchangedò you in some way? Either for the positive or the negative. 

My best experience happened at Ohio State Reformatory. It was the first time that I did see something with my own eyes and I did get a soft 

nudge while we were there. 

 

10) How can our readers contact you to learn more about you and the work you do in the field of the paranormal? 

Website: www.badgerstateparanormal.com 

Email: badgerstateparanormal@gmail.com  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BadgerStateParanormal  

 

 

 

We at TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC want to thank David and Michele for the interview.   We are honored to call them our 

colleagues and friends. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.badgerstateparanormal.com/
mailto:badgerstateparanormal@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/BadgerStateParanormal
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From the Paranormal Store 

Name this Haunted Location 

Do you know the name of this haunted location?   Email us with your guess at info@tntparanormal.com.  

Name this Haunted Location from the last 

issue was from Waverly Hills Santorium, 

Louisville, KY. 

Piercing the Veils of Death: A Paranormal Exploration  

Piercing the Veils of Death: A Paranormal Exploration sets out to journey through several realms of the 

hereafter. Have you ever wondered what it would be like to pass through this life and have cognitive recall? 

To know where you are and who is in the room with you? Follow Stephen Allendale in the Apologue as he 

travels this very path clinging to his life long love, his wife Tracy. This fascinating book appeals to both the 

lover of fiction and nonfiction. Three sections are ingeniously dedicated to fictionalized tales, quasi-memoirs 

and research, and interviews with Twentieth Century paranormal investigators, scientist, psychics, and 

celebrities in the paranormal and metaphysical community.  

 

Chapter 13 features an interview of TnT Paranormalôs own Melissa and Tracey Tanner.  As well as interviews 

of other local paranormal teams, tour guides, authors, etc. 

 

Author: Dane Ladwig  ISBN/EAN13: 1482061783 / 9781482061789   

Order at:  https://www.createspace.com/4144659  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
https://www.createspace.com/4144659
https://www.createspace.com/4144659
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Tools of the Trade 

Rechargeable Batteries and Battery Packs 

Melissa Tanner, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

One of the items that we use for every investigation are batteries.  With all of the equipment and number of investigations the costs for these can 

be a huge expense.   I would recommend if you are doing more than one investigation a month and/or using more than two pieces of equipment 

during your investigation that will use batteries to switch to using rechargeable batteries and battery packs/cells.   

 

The main type of batteries for most paranormal gear are AA, AAA, and 9V.  So when looking for a battery charger look for one that can handle one 

or more of those types.  Rayovac makes a charger that works for AA and AAA at the same time.  This is the one we use; however there are many 

good brands to choose from.  Please note that even if you charged the batteries before and did not use them, if itôs been more than a few days 

since the charge I would recharge them before using them to be sure they are still fully charged.  You also want to make sure to keep the 

rechargeable batteries away from the disposables batteries so that they donôt accidentally get recycled or thrown away. 

 

A battery pack is great for equipment that has a USB charge port on it.  The battery packs are what are used to charge cell phones, tablets, and 

other such electronics. We use ours for our Zoom H1 digital recorders, chargeable digital recorders, touché plasma ball, and to keep our cell 

phones charged.  The model we use is a Power Xcel that we purchased at Menards for about $5.  We did a test using the battery pack with our 

Zoom H1 digital recorder and found the battery pack kept the H1 going for 18 hours before the battery pack died and then the internal batteries for 

the recorder kicked in and kept it running for another 8 hours.   We found the mini SD card in the recorder filled up before it ran out of power.  So 

imagine being able to record for 24 hours with a single charge.  It will make those over night into the next morning investigations easier and 

cheaper to run the equipment. 

Battery Packs / Cells        Battery Charger 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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The following question(s) was/were submitted by our readers, by our online subscribers, or at events.  

Have you heard of someone finding coins everywhere? I have been finding pennies in my path, on furniture, in freshly folded 

laundry. Its kind of maddening. What could this mean?  

 

This is a great question.  And this is a phenomenon that I have heard before this question was asked. Here is what I know and what I think it 

means.  But first, a story from a friend of mine. 

  

A friend of mine had worked at a quick stop gas station in town; she worked the cash register.  Not just selling gas but food and drinks and 

those kinds of things. During her time there, she noticed that many times the number 722 would come up as the price of the purchase; she was 

born on July 22.  There was also a time that a purchase for $7.22 came up, and the reward points total that the customer had earned was 

1979, which is the year in which she was born. That freaked her out a little bit. 

  

She has also found quarters in the house and other places with certain dates stamped on them; 1939, which was the birth year of her 

grandfather and again, 1979, which again, was her birth year.  She once found a quarter on her grandfatherôs grave, that she had gone to visit. 

She called family members and no one said that they had left a quarter there. 

  

I did a Google search on this subject and found quite a bit on this subject. Not just pennies but also dimes and quarters. 

  

So, the question, what does this mean?  If you asked several people I think you might have several answers. This is what I think. 

  

I believe that family and friends who have crossed over to the other side often keep an eye on us, the living.  I believe there are times that the 

living are in need of some type of intervention, from the living or from the other side.  Or perhaps they need to know that those who have 

crossed over are okay and are still there with them. 

  

I think it is a very personal thing and however it means to one person, I think, is the correct interpretation.  When working in the paranormal field 

there are very few truths but lots of opinions.  This means it becomes a personal thing.  And your interpretation of what it means?  That, for you, 

is the truth. Your truth. Yet, I do have a default interpretation on these kind of things, ñWell thatôs interesting.ò   

  

Enjoy your journey of discovering interesting things. 

 

- Carl Crooks, TPN ï Illinois Chapter 

Ask TnT Paranormal 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Famous Haunts 

Mineral Springs Hotel (Alton, IL) 

Website:  http://mineralspringshauntedtours.com/  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/mineral.tours?fref=ts  

Mineral Springs opened in 1914 as a 90 room Hotel and Spa. People came from all over the country for the mineral treatments. There was even 

a doctor in residence who supervised the treatments. It was a beautiful and elegant place, and the hub of socializing. It was "The Place"! 

 

The hotel was constructed by August and Herman Luer, successful meat packers, who intended to open an ice storage plant on the property in 

1909. August Luer was a German immigrant who had started a meat packing plant in Alton in 1881. When he had first come to this country, he 

had lived in St. Louis with his brother, who was a butcher. Concerned about the health of his young wife, Luer set up his own shop in Alton, 

where he found clean air and the opportunity for new business. Herman joined him here in 1893. The Luerôs soon began promoting their product 

around the countryside and posted daily prices for hogs on the corner of their receiving station. That way, farmers could drive by and stop if they 

liked the price, or go on to East St. Louis if they didnôt. The chili, hams and sausages produced by the Luerôs became Alton favorites.  

 

The hotel site dated back to the 1880s, when it was a meat packing company, but in 1910, workmen began drilling a well for an ice-making and 

cold storage facility and discovered a natural spring under the ground. The water from the spring had a strong smell (it turned out to be high in 

sulfur content) and legend had it that he declared it to have ñmedicinal qualitiesò. He is said to have recommend that the Luer brothers build a 

health spa on the site instead of a building for storing ice. 

 

The legends of the place claim there are several different ghosts that haunt the corridors and rooms of the Mineral Springs. The first is said to 

be that of an itinerant artist who was unable to pay his hotel bill back in 1932. His ghost apparently haunts the former hotel bar. This section of 

the building has served as a shop in recent years but the saloon that once existed here was decorated with fine woods and marble, ornate trim 

and gargoyle-like figures on the crossbeams. All traces of the bar have since vanished and all that remains behind is the supposedly unfinished 

mural of the city of Alton that has been painted on one wall. The stories say that the artist who lived here was allowed to paint the mural in 

exchange for his bill. He died before he was able to finish it and his ghost has remained here ever since. 

 

Experiences in the past 8 years have included touching, cold drafts, temperature drops, disembodied voices, objects moved, shadow people, 

footsteps, whistling, a piano playing a few notes, music boxes playing a few notes, loud noises that have no explanation, objects falling, pictures 

of possible entities, countless orb pictures, and energy streaks, mists forming, and over 150 EVPs. 

 

Brian Murray of Riverbend Paranormal shared this story of Mineral Springs:  ñSo my first experience was one of my best. Janet was walking us 

thru the building, we went to the men's pool. There was 8 of us. 7 went to the east side of the pool and 1 went to the west side. I called out, "if 

you're here make a noise for us".  Behind our lone investigator came and audible voice.  All 8 of us heard it. The lone investigator quickly joined 

us!ò 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://mineralspringshauntedtours.com/
http://mineralspringshauntedtours.com/
http://mineralspringshauntedtours.com/
https://www.facebook.com/mineral.tours?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/mineral.tours?fref=ts
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Contact Us 

You can use any of the following mechanisms to contact us: 

 

Contact Us Form:  http://www.tntparanormal.com/contactus.htm  
 

Event Request Form:  http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request  

 

Email: info@tntparanormal.com 

 

Social Media: 

Website:  http://www.tntparanormal.com/  

Twitter: @TnTParanormal (https://twitter.com/TnTParanormal)  

FB Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/146712678732927/  

FB Team Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/TnTParanormalInvestigators  

 

Snail Mail Address:  

TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

PO Box 87401 

Carol Stream, IL 60188-7401 

Sneak Peek 

In the next issue of Bumps in the Night!!!: 

ÅParanormal ñUò - Feedback from a Newbie 

ÅFamous Haunts ï Elgin Casket Factory 

ÅTools of the Trade ï Ghost Hunting on the Cheap 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://mysteriousheartland.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/contactus.htm
http://www.tntparanormal.com/contactus.htm
http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request
http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request
http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request
http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/
https://twitter.com/TnTParanormal
https://www.facebook.com/groups/146712678732927/
https://www.facebook.com/TnTParanormalInvestigators
https://www.facebook.com/TnTParanormalInvestigators
https://www.facebook.com/TnTParanormalInvestigators
http://www.tntparanormal.com/investigate-beverage-factory
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Bumps in the Night!!!! 

Disclaimer 

Click here to see the disclaimer for Bumps in the Night!!!! 

This disclaimer governs the use of the Bumps in the Night!!!! 

newsletter.  By reading this newsletter, you accept this 

disclaimer in full. 

Investigator Spotlight 

Carl Crooks 

Co-Lead Investigator and Case Manager for TPN-Illinois  

 

Carl has lived his whole life in the Chicago-land area and currently lives with his wife and three grown sons in Bolingbrook. He has been 

married for 31 years. Carl has been a school social worker for 33 years at the same school district in Westmont Illinois. Carl has been the 

president of the Bolingbrook Tee-Ball Association for the past 14 years and a board member for a total of 18 years. Along with investigating the 

paranormal Carl is also interested in music, movies, reading non-fiction, and sports.  

We have TnT Paranormal t-shirts for sale.  Go 

to our Webstore or Café Press store to place 

your order TODAY before supplies run out! 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/BumpsintheNight/BITNnewsletter-disclaimer.pdf
http://www.tntparanormal.com/membership
http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webstore/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webstore/
http://www.cafepress.com/tntparanormal
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Paranormal Insight 

Question from Joe, Illinois:  What do you think is the first thing a new paranormal team should research and learn more about? 

 

Beckyôs Answer:  Honestly, my first response would be ethics.   I feel that ethics is something that new teams tend to overlook at times.    A 

team needs to know how to handle themselves professionally and ethically especially if they are planning on going into a private residence.     

I donôt think that new researchers realize sometimes how personally involved a residential case is and how much confidential information they 

will run across.      These families contact us wanting help and they put their trust and faith in us as researchers.   It is important that we do not 

break their trust.   Even if a team is not going to do residential cases ethics is still very important.   Knowing the legalities of when and where 

you can investigate, proper handling of sacred sites such as cemeteries, and other ethical concerns are always important.  

 

 

Question from Brian, Urbana IL:  When it comes to locations of violent crimes, such as murders, do you feel that even though the 

location has been tore down that the spirit of the victims may remain? 

 

Beckyôs Answer:  I believe that regardless if the location still exists that the spirits of both the victims and the killer may still be in the area.   It 

would make sense that the killer would return to the scene of the crime.   As for the victims, I feel they would less likely return to the area, 

especially if they remember what happened to them.  However, some claim that victims of sudden death are often confused and return to 

where they died.   

By Becky Guymon, Illinois Metaphysical & Paranormal Society (IMPS) 

Becky had her first paranormal experience at the young age of 7.   Growing up as an Empath in a small Central Illinois town 

was a challenge.   In 2009 Becky founded the Illinois Metaphysical and Paranormal Society in order to raise awareness about 

the paranormal and metaphysical fields.    The IMPS paranormal investigation team focuses on private residential and business 

investigations with the mission of providing help and comfort to their clients.    

 

Becky is also a freelance writer and is in the process of writing two books on the paranormal and life as an Empath.   Becky is 

also a Genealogist, research specialist, and event planner.   Having earned her MBA in 2014, Becky prides herself on 

professionalism and client care.    

 

For information about IMPS please visit www.teamimps.com.  You can also learn more about Becky at www.zitania.com.   

Questions can be emailed to becky.imps@gmail.com. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/













