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Looks like another Halloween has come and gone; which is sad. This is by far the greatest
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time of year. We have been extremely busy this fall and it’s not over yet. There are still
plenty of more events and things to come do with us.

Upcoming Events
In November we continue the Paranormal Lecture Series at the Crete and Frankfort Park
Districts and the White Oak – Crest Hill Branch library. These events are free to the public

and focus on information on paranormal investigation and feature some of the data we have
gathered on investigations.

At TnT Paranormal Investigators
LLC our primary mission is to help
the client with their paranormal
concerns. We research the
background of the property,
gather data during an onsite
investigation, review that data to
determine if any paranormal data
was captured, and provide the
client with a report of our findings.
We also use this time to educate
our clients on the paranormal field
and helping to ease their fears.
We would love to assist you with
your paranormal needs. To learn
more about our services, ask us
questions, or to request an
investigation click here.

In November we also co-host, with Haunted Rockford, the first time ever public investigation
of the Burpee Museum in Rockford. These events are perfect for the novice paranormal

investigator who wants to be able to investigate but may not have the means to do it
otherwise. Are you brave enough to come along? To learn more go to Haunted Rockford
website or the ad on Page 10.
We have a lot of interesting articles in November 2014 Issue, including: What is Santeria?;
West Virginia Penitentiary, aka Moundsville; Photography 101; Happy Halloween; and an
interview of Justin Brown from Interface Death. If you are a budding author, or even an
experienced one and would love to have your article in our newsletter, please let us know.
We are always on the lookout for new cases and places to investigate, so please keep us in
mind if you hear of anything. To learn more about us you can go to our website, group page
on FaceBook, Team page on Facebook, or Twitter (@TnTParanormal).

Click here to read the newsletter
Disclaimer.
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What is Santeria?
By, Kerri Spillers TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC

Santería is an ancient religion that combines West African Yorùbá religion and Catholicism. It is believed to have been started in Cuba and
Brazil. Those who practice Santería are also known as Lukumi (friend). The Yorùbá people were captured and forced to the Caribbean as
slaves. Christianity was also forced upon them as their current practices were not accepted by their owners. As they did not want to dismiss
their religion, Santería began.

The Yorùbá had their own religion which was a mixture of several Afro-Asiatic religions. There are also some elements of Native American like
traditions involved. Some of the Lukumi are considered to be healers and have a vast knowledge of certain herbs and often practice connecting
with spirits. All are encouraged to explore mediumship and to be almost meditative when listening for a response from spirits .

The Orisha are the deities of Santería. Some have the characteristics of certain catholic saints, where others resemble deities from Yorùbá.
These are some of the Orishas (Gods)
Elegua – (Holy Child of Atocha) – god of the dead or the underworld
Chango – (Santa Barbara) – The god of thunder, a lustful god
Yemaya – (La Virgin de Regala) – is a “Mother” goddess and protects women and children
Oshun – (Our Lady of Charity) – the goddess of love and beauty, fertility
Ogun - (St. Peter and St. Miguel) – a warrior of god and enemy of Chango
Oya – (Santa Virgen de la Candelaria and St. Theresa) – a goddess that has powers over spirits
Obatala – (Our Lady of Mercy) – a god who is said to be the father of man much like Adam
Oshosi – (St. Norbert) – a hunter god who lives in the wild
Orula – (St. Francis) – a god of great importance, one who knows the future of all people
Babalu – (San Lazurus) – shown as a crippled old man with 2 dogs and sores on his skin, helps the poor and crippled
http://boricua.com/features/santeria-religion-what-is-santeria

Some say that animal sacrifices are made to feed the Orisha. By making a sacrifice (usually a chicken), it is believed that you will receive
forgiveness, good luck and purification from the Orisha. On the other hand, it is said that if you don’t offer a sacrifice, it will anger the Orisha and
they will make their displeasure known.

Deceased ancestors by both blood and initiation are known as Egun. Egun includes blood ancestors and the priest/priestess who initiated you.
It also includes your godparents, their godparents and so on to the beginning of the Lukumi faith. The other spirits are known as Ará Orún
(Citizens of Heaven). Included in Ará Orún would be those not related by blood, saints and deities.

One of the Santería practices is known as Espiritismo Cruzadio. The practice of Espiritismo Cruzadio is reciprocal in that you would pray for
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What is Santeria?
your Egun for their well-being, meeting needs and spiritual energy and in return, they would help you with guidance, empowerment,
enlightenment and spiritual advancement. The overall goal is spiritual evolution for both yourself and the spirits you are trying to help.
The Traditional Lucumi Ancestral Shrine is also known as “el rinconcito del muerto”. This shrine is used to make offerings to your Egun. It is
tradition that this shrine be placed on a lower level or ground level so it may connect with the earth. It is usually set up in a corner of a kitchen
or a bathroom since the theory is that the pipes go down into the earth and will directly connect you to your Egun. Offerings at this shrine are
items your Egun would enjoy. If they liked something when they were living, chances are they would like it as an offering. It is customary to
offer 9 different drinks, any food they may have liked, tobacco smoke, flowers and a candle. This is when you would tap the staff of the dead
(opá ikú) on the ground as you recite the Yuba (ancestral prayer). This will awaken your Egun, call them to the meal and honor them. The
shrine can be tended to as much as once a week or as infrequently as once a month.

The Bóveda is the Altar of Espiritismo. This altar is used to assist in spiritual evolution. This altar is set up on the top of a dresser or table and
is covered with a white sheet. There are usually 7-9 stemmed glasses of water that sit on top, with one being taller than the others. The taller
glass would signify your spiritual consciousness and connection to your Spirit Guardian. Other items included on the altar would be a crucifix,
statues, flowers, candles and images of saints. The prayers said at this altar are deeply catholic. The Hail Mary, the Lord’s Prayer and Glory
Be are the customary recited prayers. This is when you would talk to your Egan or others for guidance or assistance. Many have the ability to
pick up on messages from these spirits and take this time to concentrate and interpret messages from these spirits. Before leaving, you must
say the same 3 prayers you said previously and then knock 3 times on the altar. If you are going to make an offering at this altar, it is to be kept
in a spiritual nature, such as fragrance, prayer, candles and flowers.

Santería is a religion that has been passed down through generations and has evolved through persecution and slavery. Its origins are said to
date back to 1515 and have been in practice ever since.

Other Sources:
http://www.santeriareligion101.com/2012/06/santeria/
http://boricua.com/features/santeria-religion-what-is-santeria
http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-santeria.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santer%C3%ADa
http://santeriachurch.org/
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TnT Paranormal Asks Justin Brown
Justin Brown is the founder/Lead Investigator of Interface Death operating out of HIllsboro, Ohio. He is the Owner/Operator of ©Shadowforge
Studios. He uses the scientific method to investigate paranormal phenomena concerning urban legends, residential/commercial hauntings,
poltergeist and theological phenomena. They specialize in EVP and ITC research and Metaphysical Research and film documentaries of their
work. Their objective is to communicate the results of their research to the public and find supporting evidence concerning their theories that
explain the mechanics of paranormal phenomena. The product of this research concerns the development of tools/devices that are used in EVP
& ITC research. They have been in operation since March 2013 and they are a non-profit organization who is not a LLC. They operate without

liability coverage so we are considered an outreach group and self-funded research group, rather than a business.

1)

Tell our readers a little bit about you and the role you serve in the field of the paranormal?
I have experienced profound paranormal experiences in my life. My personal objective is to better understand the mechanics involved in
various paranormal phenomena and do field research in order to collect data that aids the development of ITC devices and EVP research.

My role in the paranormal community is to not only do scientific field research and communicate my results to the public, but to also help
educate and inform others in the same endeavor. Helping people in times on need is something we prioritize over any other research
project. We specialize in untimely death in the family or family oriented hauntings where the spirit of family members or friends are involved.
When those cases are not available, we investigate urban legends, historical sites with supernatural claims, residential/commercial
hauntings, poltergeist among other psychokinetic phenomena and demonic/theological activity.

2)

How long have you been interested in the paranormal and what sparked that interest?
I have been interested and a researcher of the occult and mythology since the age of eight. I inherited a collection of Man, Myth and Magic
encyclopedias at that age and I read them many times. I took interest in theological texts like the Bible and The Tibetan Book of the Dead.

The fascination with understanding the paranormal phenomena that occurred in my life sparked my interest in the subject matter.

3)

What makes you and/or your team different from others in the field?
We take a very strict objective and scientific approach. I am very strict on separating personal spirituality from how we perceive and convey

our findings and theories. This is an aspect of our methodology that I believe will set us apart from most paranormal researchers.

4)

What do you believe is the most common mistake paranormal investigators make? How can they correct that mistake?
I think the most common mistake paranormal investigators make is failing to investigate objectively and use critical thinking rather than

allowing our work to be compromised by bias components.

5)

In your career in the paranormal have you ever had someone bring up a phenomenon or unusual experience that you had never
heard of before?

I have learned about the sightings of many different supernatural entities and cryptozoological beings and I occasional come across one
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that I haven't heard of or have forgotten. Recently, another paranormal researcher was asking for information on "Demented Demons." I
have never heard of such a creature, nor have read about one. The description I was forwarded was as follows: "The Demented Demon is
a Demon that is of an appearance of a man or thing guy. He attacks normally in peoples sleep usually sleep paralysis takes place. This
demon is known as a nightmare demon and a part of the family of the incubus succubus. One thing about him is that he will appear
sometimes as a shadowy figure as well. The importance of this is that he will attack victims sometimes scratches\ bruises. He will also
attack more than one individual of a house hold. He doesn't have a mouth but does make sounds like moans growls. He is not hard to expel
by ministers. ."

6)

Any advice for a new investigator getting into the field of the paranormal?
My advice for a novice investigator is to always try to find normal explanations for paranormal claims and phenomena. Many reports and
claims are debunk-able. Once all methods of debunking has been exhausted, one can confirm the potential that a paranormal event
occurred.

7)

What do you believe is the best tool a paranormal investigator can use during an investigation?
The best tool is yourself. Video recorders, photography, electronic equipment and so on should not validate paranormal phenomena and
should only support personal experience. Finding out the truth behind paranormal events for one's self is the best a paranormal researcher
can hope for. Since there is a lack of physical evidence being produced or collected by field researchers and meta-physicists, no amount of
supporting evidence can prove the paranormal. Therefore, one's own judgement and rationality will ultimately determine the truth
concerning paranormal events on an individual basis. Gadgets and gizmos or only extensions of the body's ability to perceive.

8)

What is your favorite place/location to investigate?
I love to investigate urban legends and historical locations. My favorite urban legend is Moonville Tunnel in Vinton County, Ohio and my
favorite historical location is the Majestic Theater in Chillicothe, Ohio.

9)

Have you ever had a paranormal experience that “changed” you in some way? Either for the positive or the negative.
I have experienced something that changed every way I think about life and death. When I was living in the home where I experienced
many profound paranormal experiences. I was setting with my 2 1/2 year old son who could barely speak sentences and he begins to tell
me about a man named John. I assumed he was speaking about my father since his name was John and consequently asked him if he was
talking about his grandpa John. He replied the words, "No. John R, he's dead." A man that built and sold the house to my parents was

named John R and had committed suicide in a field at his new home in an adjacent town in the county. My mother (a self proclaimed
psychic) told us that the activity was caused by him, but the insane realization of this fact was so extreme, I ran out of the house screaming
and shaking and left my son there by himself as I went into shock. My son's first full coherent sentence was crystal clear and this event is
by far the most influential to date.
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10) How can our readers contact you to learn more about you and the work you do in the field of the paranormal?
You can contact me at Interface Death
Interface Death - Paranormal Investigations
Email: interface_death@yahoo.com
Phone: (937) 403-3448
https://www.facebook.com/justin.brown.3557
YouTube Videos: Interface Death

We at TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC want to thank Justin Brown for the interview. We are honored to call him our colleague and
friend.
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From the Paranormal Store
Ghosthunting Illinois (America's Haunted Road Trip)

Lock the doors, draw the curtains, and light a candle as you join author John Kachuba on a guided tour of
Illinois’s most terrifyingly haunted places. Your hair-raising journey will take you to:

•

Old State Capital, Springfield — Lincoln lay in state here before his burial in Oak Ridge Cemetery.
Could his ghost haunt the spot where his body lay?

•

Harpo Studios, Chicago — When the Eastland steamer capsized in 1915, the building served as a
temporary morgue. Oprah’s employees have encountered the ghosts of the victims, including the
“Gray Lady” who floats through the halls.

•

And many more scary sites.

Maps and travel information are provided to every haunted location for those brave enough to make the
journey in person.
Author: John B. Kachuba
ISBN-10: 1578602203
ISBN-13: 978-1578602209

Tales of Coles County, Illinois
Legends live just outside your door! The 10th Anniversary edition of Michael Kleen's classic Tales of
Coles County, Illinois combines both the original book and the Legends and Lore of Coles County, with
updated content and additional legends. First published in 2004, Tales of Coles County, Illinois takes an
entertaining look at local history through vivid historical fiction. When four students from Eastern Illinois
University are stranded during a violent storm, they seek shelter with an elderly couple who give them
more than they bargain for. After one night, the four will never look at Coles County the same way. In
the Legends and Lore of Coles County, Michael Kleen reveals over a dozen hidden stories from the
from the area's past and present, leaving no stone unturned. What is the history of Coles County's
ghost towns? Does a werewolf stalk the Charleston Stone Quarry? When did a poltergeist terrorize one
rural family in Pleasant Grove Township? Is there buried treasure in Coles County? What is the real
story behind the "Mad Gasser of Mattoon"? The answers to these questions and more can be found in
this definitive volume.
Author: Michael Kleen
ISBN-10: 161876019X
ISBN-13: 978-1618760197
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Tools of the Trade
Photography 101
By Melissa Tanner, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC
Everyone knows about orbs and pareidolia and there are varying opinions on what they are or aren’t. However, not much time is spent on some
of the dos and don’ts of using a digital camera on an investigation. In this article we will focus on some of the key dos and don’ts that hopefully
will help a budding photographer and want to take pictures during your investigations.

One of the most important dos is to make sure your camera settings are suited for the environment you will be taking the photos in before you
start taking the photos. Some of the things to consider are: What shutter speed should you use?; Will you use the flash or not?; How much
background lighting will there be (which will affect the photos depending on the shutter setting)?; and Do you wish to do still or motion photos?
Depending on these answers will depend on what setting you should use.
To make sure your photos don’t end up blurry it is recommended that you use either a tripod of a body stabilizer. This will reduce the likelihood
of the camera shaking during the snapping of the photo. Some people are more stable taking photos than others so know your limits and it
adjust accordingly. You especially want to be careful of this when taking photos in a low light setting, because the slightest movement can blur
your photos and/or introduce flash positives.

Watch for things getting in front of the lens while taking the photos. If you have long hair you can pull it back into a ponytail. If you have a
camera strap be careful so that it does not end up in front of the lens. Check where your fingers are and ensure they don’t get in front of either
the lens or the flash. Check for spider webs and other fibers to make sure they don’t get in front of the lens. Also be careful of airborne things
like dust, pollen, moisture, and bugs. Educate yourself on what these items look like on your camera so you can rule them out. Note that
pictures taken in areas:
•

that are dusty or with high humidity are likely to have “orbs” (dust) or “mist” (moisture).

•

that have decaying under brush can give off a mist (moisture).

•

with lots of plant life can have “orbs” that are just mold or pollen.

If you are using swappable lens be careful of dust getting on the lens or on the mirror in the camera. If these have this type of camera and swap

out the lens during you shoot, make sure you wipe the lens down properly before taking your photos.

Be careful when taking photos near mirrors, windows, or other shiny surfaces; especially with a flash. These items can cause false positives
and produce images that appear like faces or apparitions in the surface. If you wish to take photos of these area check to see how clean those
area are before you start. An inappropriately cleaned window can look like a face when a photo is snapped with a flash.

The last thing to consider are things that cause a glow in the dark. Such as animals eyes, some plants, lighting bugs, and LED lights from
electronics. That glowing item can appear much different on the photo.
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Some examples of false positives we are capture are:

Caption: Breathe in January

Caption: Smoke from a bonfire

Caption: Fiber from a Halloween spider web

Caption:

Lens flare from car windshield

The information above are just some of the things to consider when you are preparing to start taking your photos. To learn more about this
and other topics feel free to check out our website.

Bumps in the Night!!!!
Disclaimer
Click here to see the disclaimer for Bumps in the Night!!!!
This disclaimer governs the use of the Bumps in the Night!!!!
newsletter. By reading this newsletter, you accept this
disclaimer in full.
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The following question(s) was/were submitted by our readers, by our online subscribers, or at events.
What is the Orb Zone?
The sensor chips in digital cameras are almost all physically smaller than the size of a 35mm film frame. This meant that wider-angle lenses

were needed for digital cameras so they could show the same area of view in a frame as a 35mm film cameras (otherwise digital cameras
would have shown a much smaller area of view). These wider-angled lenses had a much greater depth of field. Depth of field is the area in
front of a camera where objects are in focus. If objects are too close to the lens (and sometimes when they are too far away) they will be out of
focus and break up into circles of confusion. The increased depth of field in digital cameras meant that the closest distance where objects were
in focus came much nearer to the camera. It also brought the area that was just out of focus much closer. Importantly, it brought these two

zones much closer to the flash unit. In many digital cameras this created an “Orb Zone”. The “Orb Zone” is the area where the flash is strong
enough to illuminate tiny particles, like dust, water droplets or small insects, that are just too close to the camera to be in focus. Such objects
produce expanded circles of confusion or orbs! Since most bits of dust are tiny, they only have a single highlight and so produce individual
orbs. Some larger objects, like small insects, may have several highlights and so produce multiple overlapping orbs. Thank you to friend of the
team Bob Jensen, Ghostland Society, for educating us on the “Orb Zone”.

- Melissa Tanner, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC
In you have a paranormal related question for us please submit it to info@tntparanormal.com and we would love to address it in the next issue.
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Famous Haunts
West Virginia Penitentiary, aka Moundsville Prison (Moundsville, WV)
Website: http://www.wvpentours.com/
The West Virginia Penitentiary, also known as Moundsville Prison, has a design similar to the facility in Joliet Illinois, Statesville Prison, a
Gothic stone structure, complete with battlements, and turrets.
Made of sandstone, its construction began in the 1870’s and would eventually use prisoners to help further the completion of the first phase,
being completed in 1876.
In the early 1900s some industries within the prison walls included a carpentry shop, a paint shop, a wagon shop, a stone yard, a brickyard, a
blacksmith, a tailor, a bakery, and a hospital. This helped the prison become virtually self-sufficient.
Education was an important feature of Moundsville. Inmates regularly attended classes which were to help reform and educate the inmates.

Conditions at the prison were considered to be good in the early 1900s. However, the conditions at the prison worsened through the years, as
the facility would eventually be ranked on the United States Department of Justice’s Top Ten Most Violent Correctional Facilities list.
One of the more infamous locations in the prison, with instances of gambling, fighting, and sexual assault, was a recreation room known as
"The Sugar Shack".
Between the years 1899 to 1959, ninety-four men were executed by hanging or electrocution. “Old Sparky” was the nick name of the electric
chair on which 9 inmates were executed.
One of America’s most famous inmates, Charles Manson, did not reside in Moundsville. But, apparently he did request to be moved to the
facility because his mother was an inmate there at that time. His request was denied.
Moundsville is well known for two inmate riots: first one on March 20, 1973 and the second on January 2, 1986. During the years of operation,
over 900 souls died within its walls. Moundsville was closed in 1995.

Thought to be one of the most haunted prisons in America, Moundsville Prison hosts tours, events, and overnight investigations for
paranormal groups. Stories of the prison being haunted go back to the early 1930’s. An added attraction is the belief that Moundsville is built
on a Native American burial site. The Adina tribe, were known mound builders where they would bury their dead. There are stories that the
spirits of those Native Americans buried in these sacred grounds have breached the walls of the prison and are responsible for much of the
paranormal activity found there. And if that isn’t bad enough, there is a belief that those who would disturb the sacred grounds would be
cursed.
Claimed “hot spots” at Moundsville include: the Chapel, Death Row, the Sugar Shack, and the shower cages. Some believe that much of the
activity is due to residual energies left over from the violence and tragic events of the past.
Some paranormal claims of Moundsville include: A “shadow man” walking the floors of the prison, unexplained noises and voices, and the
presence of cold spots.
Moundsville has been the destination of both crews of Ghost Adventures and Ghost Hunters, along with being the subject of many other
paranormal-based television programs.
The paranormal television series, Paranormal State, with Ryan Buell as its founder and lead investigator, visited Moundsville in 2010. In this
episode Ryan comes back to face his fears that he experienced in a previous visit. The finding of an inverted pentagram, a symbol commonly
used in devil worship, as a part of a large window in the Warden’s Tower is a real surprise and just might be the genesis of the experiences
that Ryan faced in his first visit. In this episode, Season 4 Episode 8, Darkness Falls, also reveals more history of the prison and presents lots
of audio evidence that they are not alone.
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Ghostly Believe it or Not
Ohio State Reformatory - June 2011
By Tracey Tanner, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC
Ohio State Reformatory is located in Mansfield, Ohio and is where scenes from ‘The Shawshank Redemption’ were filmed. We arrived excited
and ready to begin the fun which was a tour of the place and an investigation! We were a little early so we perused through the gift shop which
had many great items for sale. We then went on a guided tour of the prison which took about a couple of hours. We learned a lot about the
history of the prison and more than I had anticipated about the making of the movie. Complete with seeing the warden’s office and the boarding
room where ‘Brooks was here’ was carved into a ceiling beam. It is one of my personal favorite movies so all of this was a bonus for me. After
the tour, and some instructions for the investigation, we were brought to a room that would be our ‘command center’. It was time to bring in all
of our equipment and begin our plan of investigation.

For our investigation, we broke up into teams. We could have several teams going at one time as this prison is so large. We had some hand
held equipment with us (too much to recount) such as KII’s, Mel Meters, camcorders, and digital recorders. I cannot remember at this point,
how many rotations we did but I do remember some of the personal experiences we had.

There were many feelings of something walking or running up behind me. A few times we would hear what sounded like a jail cell door shutting
when we were the only ones on that particular block. We had a member experience a sharp pain in the abdomen at one point. Of course there
were many times there was uneasiness and feeling as if we needed to get out of whatever area we were in. Keep in mind at that time our team
consisted of all females...in a male prison. We definitely had to be prepared for anything.

One of my experiences was upon entering a cell block. I was holding the camcorder and recording. One thing about this area is that it was
literally pitch black. I was looking at what was in front of me by watching through the camcorder’s screen. With it pitch black around me and
with staring at a very bright camera screen, you can imagine how I felt as though I was going to trip over anything and everything. There were 3
of us in our group and we had stopped so I could get my bearings. Through the camcorder’s screen I saw 1 team member in front of me slightly
to my right. For a moment as I was looking at her, I felt a very hot breath on the right side of the back of my neck and felt someone there. I
thought for sure it was my 2nd team member looking to see what I was looking at through the screen. Just as I was about to say something
about how close they were to me, I looked in front of me a little to my left and there was my other team member. I swung around to capture

whoever it was that was behind me and there was nothing there. At least that we could see.

Another experience was in the chapel. When we were walking in to the chapel a team member said that they saw what looked like a shadow
figure standing on the other side of the room. We stayed in this area for a bit and conducted an EVP session in hopes that we could get a
response. On our way out, to our right was a winding staircase going up. I had an awful, bad feeling about going up those stairs and into a

large area that was used for Tuberculosis patients that were incarcerated. During the tour, we had been told that up in this room there had been
a report of a floating head. My 2 other teammates were wanting to see this floating head. I wasn’t as excited as they were and told them so.
So up we went. I felt dread the entire way. We explored this floor for maybe 15-20 minutes. There were little rooms off of the main one and
there were areas that felt ‘heavy’ as we walked around. We started to feel like we had outstayed our welcome as the energy in the room literally
changed in an instant. It went from having some uneasy feelings right to we need to get out now! So get it out is what we planned to do. So
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now we had to navigate ourselves back down 2 flights of narrow winding stairs. I had a team mate in front of me and team mate behind me
with a camcorder recording. The team mate behind me was explaining how it felt like she was being pushed down the stairs so we had to
move fast. Unfortunately, the team mate in front of me was hard of hearing so she wasn’t hearing that this was a situation where we had to
move fast. She was taking her time getting down those stairs and I was starting to think that if my team mate behind me gets pushed down
these stairs, we are all going down!

The heavy energy we felt upstairs in that room came with us down those stairs. We all could feel it. As we got back down to where the chapel
was, we made a sharp right turn through another doorway to leave the area. As we were going through the doorway, the camcorder that my
team mate behind me was holding, captured a see-through black mass that went right above my head. We didn’t realize this happened at the
time and saw this days later during data review after returning home.

It took us awhile to shake the awful feeling that rotation provided us. My team mate holding the camera had to take a break before resuming
the investigation to other areas. It took her a couple of hours to shake the uneasy feeling that was left. We do not know if the black mass is
what was causing us to leave that room upstairs or something else entirely. I am sure we will never know.

While investigating one of the cell blocks, we were walking along a 2nd tier of cells. I was using headphones this time and they were plugged
into one of our Zoom digital recorders so I could hear in ‘real time’. Using headphones for one of these recorders allows an investigator to
hear VERY well. Many times we’ve been able to hear voices that we could not hear otherwise. This recorder was so sensitive, I was able to
hear the breathing of my 2 team mates as we were walking along. Now, this prison has not been an active prison since 1990, so time has not
been kind. There was debris such as peeling paint, etc. underfoot as we walked. So I could hear the crunching sounds of that debris under
our shoes on the concrete. At one point, we stopped to look into a cell and the crunching sounds continued from behind me. I turned to look
but there was nothing to be seen. This happened several times during that night.
This location will remain as one of the most active and disturbing investigations I have done. I’m grateful for the opportunity to have gone and
we were able to capture the black mass flying above my head. It remains as one of the best pieces of video we have.
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Name this Haunted Location
Do you know the name of this haunted location? Email us with your guess at info@tntparanormal.com.

Name this Haunted Location from the last
issue was from the museum at the McPike
Mansion, in Alton, IL.
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Sneak Peek
In the next issue of Bumps in the Night!!!:
• Paranormal “U” - What is Jinn?
• Famous Haunts – The Whaley House
• Tools of the Trade – EchoVox

We have TnT Paranormal t-shirts for sale. Go
to our Webstore or Café Press store to place
your order TODAY before supplies run out!

Contact Us
You can use any of the following mechanisms to contact us:
Contact Us Form: http://www.tntparanormal.com/contactus.htm
Event Request Form: http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request
Email: info@tntparanormal.com
Social Media:
Website: http://www.tntparanormal.com/
Twitter: @TnTParanormal (https://twitter.com/TnTParanormal)
FB Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/146712678732927/

FB Team Page:
https://www.facebook.com/TnTParanormalInvestigators
Snail Mail Address:
TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC
PO Box 87401
Carol Stream, IL 60188-7401
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Paranormal Corner
Haunted Halloween
By Chad Stambaugh, Author, Educator, and Paranormal Investigator
Halloween can be marked by an increase in the public's interest in all things paranormal, often accompanied by members of the public out on their own search
for paranormal phenomena. But is Halloween actually a more paranormally active night?
There are no known research results to suggest that there is an increase in unexplainable phenomena on Halloween. People's perceived increase in
phenomena may be caused by several contributing factors.
Firstly, there is likely to be an increase in people out on 'investigations'. These people will comprise a mix of experienced and inexperienced investigators. With
more people out searching for phenomena, it follows that there would likely be an increase in reported experiences, the more people you have looking for
something, the more likely you are to find it. But are these reported experiences genuinely paranormal? Probably not.
The increase in 'investigators' will be largely comprised of inexperienced members of the public, taking the opportunity to search out phenomena for
themselves. These people are less likely to be analytical and rational in their scrutiny of experiences and are, therefore, more likely to attribute non-paranormal
phenomena to the paranormal, due to their lack of experience. The increased expectation and anticipation of phenomena is also a contributing factor towards
an increase in reported experiences. This is an effect that is largely diluted amongst experienced investigators, but more concentrated within the lesser
experienced investigator.
The final contributing factor in this article is that of atmospheric change. October is often recognized as the month where the weather becomes considerably
colder and more stormy weather conditions can affect experiences in a number of ways. Firstly, dark, cold, stormy nights are often linked to the traditional
ghost story, therefore reinforcing the lay-investigator's expectation of phenomena, as previously discussed. Secondly, these weather conditions are linked to
the production of greater static charges and the creation of negative ions.
These two factors can contribute towards the sensation of being touched, an often reported form of 'phenomena', albeit entirely naturally explainable.
The increase of inexperienced people conducting 'investigations' also raises several other points that must be born in mind. Without the necessary
infrastructure to organize and conduct an 'official' investigation, many members of the public may result to visiting allegedly haunted sites without permission.
This can result in charges of trespass, the creation of damage at such sites and tar the reputation of genuine investigation groups who do seek prior
permission.
Another issue raised is one of health and safety. Wandering around in the dark, and often dangerous, places without suitable lighting and attire can result in
personal injury and inadvertent damage to the property being visited. There were recent reports of a young man on a ghost hunt who fell asleep with a lit
cigarette and burnt the entire building down, narrowly escaping with his life.
Unofficial investigations are disrespectful, counter-productive and dangerous. If you wish to go looking for phenomena on Halloween, or any other night of the
year, please find a reputable group to join. Have a safe and happy Halloween!

Chad Stambaugh is a retired U.S. Marine; working on a Bachelor's in English and a PH.D. in Parapsychology. He is also working on becoming a Demonologist
through the New Life Ministries Church. He founded 11th Hour Paranormal Research Society and radio show host of the Paranormal Corner and The
Paranormal Roundtable. Chad Lives in Fresno, CA, with his wife Crissy. He has three children and three grandchildren. His first book; Paranormal
Investigations took second place and the 2013 Paranormal Awards in the Literary category. To read more stuff from Chad, please go to his Blog Post at
http://chadsteelers.blogspot.com/.
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Other Upcoming
Paranormal Events

Course: Paranormal 102

Disclaimer: If it has to do with the paranormal and crowds we'll list

Nov 7 at 7PM - Crete Park District

it here. This list includes Ghost, UFO, and Cryptozoology
conferences. We are not associated in any way with any event

Course: Paranormal 105

listed and we cannot guarantee any information provided, please

Nov 8 at 1PM – Crest Hill Public Library

check with the representing website (and call the promoter if

Nov 13 at 7PM - Frankfort Park District

possible) to gather full information.

Investigate with TnT Paranormal Event: (fee associated with event)
November 2014

November 15 at Burpee Museum in Rockford (to learn

Event: 2014 Afterlife Paranormal Conference & Film Festival

more go to Haunted Rockford or see ad on Page 11)

Date(s): 21 to 23
City, ST: Chicago, IL
Conferences: See list in “Other Upcoming Paranormal Events

Website: http://afterlifeparanormal.com/
NOTE: TnT Paranormal will be hosting an EVP Listening Gallery at

Unless otherwise noted all of the above events are FREE to the

the conference.

public. We are adding new events all the time, so please keep
checking the updated list on our website Events Page.

Investigator Spotlight
Jenni Garcia
Investigator (Part Time)
Jenni was born and raised in Rockford, IL. She has a
background in Anthropology, Sociology and Fine Art. Jenni
is a mother of three children, six cats and a dog. As a
skeptical believer, she enjoys the quest for answers and the
adventures along the way. Some of Jenni's other interests
include; reading, fiber art, photography, music and hockey..
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