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At TnT Paranormal Investigators 

LLC our primary mission is to help 

the client with their paranormal 

concerns. We research the 

background of the property, 

gather data during an onsite 

investigation, review that data to 

determine if any paranormal data 

was captured, and provide the 

client with a report of our findings. 

We also use this time to educate 

our clients on the paranormal field 

and helping to ease their fears. 

  

We would love to assist you with 

your paranormal needs. To learn 

more about our services, ask us 

questions, or to request an 

investigation click here.  

 

Click here to read the newsletter 

Disclaimer. 

TnT Paranormal Happenings 
Summer is half over and school will be starting soon.  I’m sure most of  you parents are glad 

for that…but those that are teachers are not.     This summer has been a fun one for us so 

far and we still have more to go. 

 

We just wrapped up our paravan trip (parathon) last week and have starting doing the data 

review.  We have hours and hours and hours of audio and video and hundreds, if not 

thousands, of photos to review.  Our work is cut out for us.  This year our trip took us to: 

Lemp Mansion in St. Louis, MO; McPike Mansion and Mineral Springs Hotel in Alton, IL; . 

Haunted “R” Theater in Auburn, IL; Conover Square Mall in Oregon, IL; and one last stop at 

a bowling alley in Wheeling.  We had so much fun on this trip. Check out the 2013 Paravan 

Trip Report on page 22 in this issue of BITN. 

 

We still have slots available for “Investigate with TnT Paranormal“ events for the summer 

and fall at the Arlington Heights Historical Museum, former site of the F.W. Müller 

Carbonated Beverages Company. These events are perfect for the novice paranormal 

investigator who wants to be able to investigate but may not have the means to do it 

otherwise.  Are you brave enough to come along? To learn more go to our website 

Investigate Beverage Factory Page or the ad on Page 14. 

 

In August we will be teaching our Paranormal Investigation 102 course at the Frankfort Park 

District with the final class being an investigation of a park district building.  We had a great 

turn out for the Paranormal Investigation 101 course and expect a similar turn out for the 

102.  We are looking for other locations to offer these two (2) – four (4) week courses at.  If 

you know of one have them contact us by email. 

 

We have a lot of interesting articles in August 2014 Issue on the Normal Home False 

Positives, Crescent Moon Hotel, an interview of  John Karle from JABA Paranormal, Safety 

First, Dangers of Paranormal Investigating, and  the new Paranormal Insight  column .   If 

you are a budding author, or even an experienced one and would love to have your article in 

our newsletter, please let us know. 
 

We are always on the lookout for new cases and places to investigate, so please keep us in 

mind if you hear of anything.  To learn more about us you can go to our website, group page 

on FaceBook, Team page on Facebook, or Twitter (@TnTParanormal). 
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As a paranormal investigative team, we have received just about everything in the way of claims.  There are so many normal noises a house 

makes and most households do not shut off all appliances and electronics in their homes and simply sit in silence to hear these normal home 

sounds.  Some sounds can sound quite scary when the homeowner is not aware of what made the sound and will assume it was paranormal in 

nature.  Other things homeowners need to be aware of are the side effects of being exposed to mold, mildew, carbon monoxide, radon, animal 

feces, and insomnia.  Just to name a few.  Many side effects can make a homeowner feel as if they are having a paranormal experience.   

 

Since there are too many possibilities to cover in once article, the first thing I would suggest to someone is to be aware of your surroundings.  Do 

you have a lot of wildlife in the area?  Do you have trees close to the house?  Have you checked your home for mold, mildew, or carbon 

monoxide?   Some common things to consider are: 

 

Animals in the house - Animals can make many different noises such as scratching, thumps, bangs, etc.  When the sound travels 

through the house it isn’t always obvious where it is coming from and can sound quite scary.  Checking for chewing marks, nes ting 

material and feces within the house can rule out it being an animal as the source of your noises.   
 

Water Hammer - Water hammer is a normal plumbing sound in the home.  When the water within the pipe is suddenly forced to stop or 

change direction, a loud bang can be heard.  Along with water hammer, there are the water pipes themselves.  If the pipes are not 

properly secured, they can bang against each other or vibrate when water runs through. 
 

Cold drafts - Many things can cause cold drafts and may not necessarily be paranormal.  Homeowners should check that all windows 

and doors are shut properly and have a tight seal.  Sometimes even outlets can allow air to come through and those need to be 

insulated. A laser thermometer can be used to check for air leaks. 
 

Trees - Walk around the house and make sure that there are no tree limbs or bushes near the house.  This can cause tapping noises, 

scratching, thumping, etc. especially when storms blow through. It is a good idea to have them trimmed properly.   

 

Other house pops and odd noises – As the seasons change and/or going from day to night, the house itself will make noises as the 

outside temperature changes.  Vinyl siding will make loud noises as it expands and contracts with the temperature changes.  One day 

try sitting in your house, with everything turned off, in the morning and as the day gets warmer, listen to the house.  You might be 

amazed at what you hear. 
 

Carbon Monoxide - Carbon Monoxide (CO) is completely odorless!  We always recommend that every homeowner have a Carbon 

Monoxide detector.  CO poisoning symptoms can be confused with feelings of something paranormal such as headache, dizziness, 

weakness, nausea, and confusion.  More serious symptoms are vomiting, chest pain, loss of consciousness, and death.  If you are 

feeling any of the above, checking for this gas should be your first priority! 
 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Molds and Mildew - Molds and mildew are fungi that grow in moist environments.  When this breeds indoors this can be deadly.  Just 

like with odorless gases, you may not always know you have a problem unless it is obvious and showing.  Mold and mildew can 

trigger allergic reactions and asthma attacks in many people.  Some symptoms include flu-like symptoms, chronic fatigue syndrome, 

upper respiratory infections, sore throat, nosebleeds, memory issues, migraines, and dizziness.  Some, not all, of the effects of mold 

and mildew are similar to claims of feeling paranormal activity.   
 

Gas Leaks - It is always a good idea to check connections to any appliances that require gas hook up.  For instance, gas dryers, 

stoves, furnaces, and hot water heaters.  If it is a significant leak the homeowner will probably smell it.  If it is a slight leak, the 

homeowner may not.  If it is low level exposure, headaches can occur along with breathlessness.  Some symptoms are similar to 

other illnesses such as allergies.  It is always a good idea to regularly check these connections.  High level or prolonged exposure can 

result in flu-like symptoms, headaches, fatigue, dizziness, and nausea.  Homeowners can become unusually irritable and have issues 

with physical coordination.  In severe situations, the homeowner can lose consciousness and can cause death.   
 

Insomnia - The lack of sleep seriously effects the body in negative ways.  It can impact mood, quality of life, physical development, 

growth and the healing process.  Some other effects are inability to concentrate, fatigue, irritability, injury/accidents (falling, tripping), 

and often sick.  Again, some of these symptoms are similar to claims of feeling something paranormal.   
 

Sleep Disorders - There are many different types of sleep disorders.  There are many claims of feeling as though the homeowner is 

being held down by something unknown.  We have also had claims of having other paranormal activity when coming out of a sleep.  

Sometimes its voices and other times shadow people. While we sleep, our brain dispenses a natural anesthetic that keeps us fairly 

still when we sleep.  When a person is suddenly woken, that anesthetic is still wearing off; therefore making the person feel as if they 

can’t move and are being held down.  After a few seconds, all should be well and they can move.  It’s hard to say if someone is 

having paranormal experiences versus it being a sleep disorder.  If a sleep disorder is suspected, it’s highly recommended that a 

sleep study be arranged by a medical doctor.  Also, if the person is having issues every single night a sleep study should definitely be 

arranged.  If it is once in a while, everything else such as animals, gases, molds, and mildew should be ruled out before leaning 

towards paranormal activity.  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://tannersenergywellness.com/
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John and his wife, Beth, have been interested in the paranormal ever since their honeymoon at the Spalding Inn, owned by Jason and Grant of 

TAPS. John not only has a military background, but also has held upper management positions in major retail establishments. Beth has spent 

her career as an Accountant / Auditor for a real estate management corporation. As their interest in the paranormal grew, they decided to form a 

team. In reporting their investigations on FaceBook, the public grew more interested in paranormal investigations and slowly began asking about 

attending a ghost hunt. John and Beth decided that they could use this interest to help out charitable organizations throughout the area and 

came up with a game plan. They Incorporated their team as a non-profit organization, and then put out to the public the opportunity to go along 

on an investigation for a donation to places such as the Humane Society. They have appeared on two local TV news shows as well as having 

been recognized in the local paper more than a half a dozen times for the work they do in helping not only those with paranormal activity, but for 

what they do for other charitable organizations. When not involved in paranormal work, John and Beth enjoy time in their new home and 

swimming pool, or playing with their German Shepherd.  

 

 

1) Tell our readers a little bit about you and the role you serve in the field of the paranormal?   

I'm ex-Army and have lived all across the nation. I married my wife a second time after being divorced from her for over 15 yrs. On our 

second marriage honeymoon, she offered me the choice of honeymoon locations, since she decided everything for the wedding. Jokingly, I 

mentioned about honeymooning at the Spalding Inn in New Hampshire (owned by T.A.P.S. and reported to have paranormal activity). She 

was very much for it, and so we spent our honeymoon ghost hunting. I tried from there to get together with local groups, but found nothing 

local that was truly organized. So we decided to form our own team. We have used the communities interest in the paranormal to help out 

organizations that are in need of donations, and started our own Non-Profit Paranormal Corporation.  

 

 

2) How long have you been interested in the paranormal and what sparked that interest?     

I have been interested in the paranormal for at least the past ten years. Having seen the first episode of T.A.P.S. and seeing that it was 

being filmed in the town I grew up in, I started looking into the field a little deeper. I wanted to know about what was out there around us that 

most people don't get to encounter. The excitement of wanting to interact with those spirits helped me to decide to enter the field as an 

investigator. 

 

 

3) What makes you and/or your team different from others in the field? 

First and foremost, we are the only legitimate registered Non-Profit Corporation in western and central part of the state of Pennsylvania. 

(Only one other group in Philly that we are aware of is an actual non-profit business). All of our members have had criminal background 

checks preformed, and we raise money for Humane Societies and other organizations in need of donations by taking members of the public 

on paranormal investigations for a small donation that goes 100% to the organization(s) that we are supporting at time, and still maintain a 

profession work performance for our client. And of course, we do not charge our client for the investigation or the results of the investigation.  

 

We are now starting a "Paranormal 101" program with local libraries where we have brought in teens and pre-teens to teach them about the 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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equipment used during an investigation, explaining about spirits, giving them a hands on demonstration and show them there is nothing to 

be afraid of in the dark. We are hoping to bring a whole new generation into the field to deepen the research and results of the paranormal.  

 

We have also helped raise money for a 14 yr. old local girl who has a rare liver disease called PSC. So we are giving back to our 

community while they are letting us in their doors to investigate. 

 

 

4) What do you believe is the most common mistake paranormal investigators make? How can they correct that mistake? 

We found 3 mistakes we made when getting into this field and when talking to other teams, found most of them had been doing the same 

mistakes. The first being that when we were shutting things down, we would turn off all recorders. At one point, all team members heard a 

clear sentence being spoken by the spirit in the room, and we had nothing to collaborate that experience. So we now leave one recorder on 

up until the time we are in our vehicle. The second being that because you are working in the dark, people have the tendency to whisper to 

each other when they talk. This can be a huge problem when listening to EVP's during research, because it's hard to distinguish between 

the whispers and actual spirits talking. And third, Always take 2 or more pictures every time you take a picture. You want to be able to verify 

anything that you capture in a picture by having one or two more of the exact same picture.  

 

 

5) In your career in the paranormal have you ever had someone bring up a phenomenon or unusual experience that you had never 

heard of before?    

At this point, I have not come across anything that I have never heard of before, but we're always looking for the new experience. 

 

 

6) Any advice for a new investigator getting into the field of the paranormal?     

Research! Learn the different things, man-made and natural that can and will affect any equipment you are using. Read everything you can 

on Orbs. There is so much out there that will cause an Orb like object to appear on your film or video, and you don't want to be calling every 

spec that you come across as an Orb or Spirit. Understand that if you are out there to help out clients, some of the people you are trying to 

help don't want to hear that they do Not have a spirit in their presence. And make sure you are doing this for yourself, because you will 

come across a lot of people who don't believe, and they will try to "get your goat" every chance they get. 

 

 

7) What do you believe is the best tool a paranormal investigator can use during an investigation?     

In my personal experience, the digital voice recorder is the best tool. We have a lot of equipment, but our best evidence always seems to 

come across on the voice recorders.  

 

 

8) What is your favorite place/location to investigate?     

Duffy's Tavern in Boalsburg, Pennsylvania. It holds a lot of positive activity that makes itself known at all hours, day and night. It's where we 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/


www.tntparanormal.com   We never charge a client for an investigation!  

Bumps in the Night!!!! 

6 

August 2014 Issue 

TnT Paranormal Asks John Karle 

 

have received our best evidence, a little boys laughing, clearly coming across on EVP as HA, HA, HA!" which was not heard in the room 

when we were doing the recording. 

 

 

9) Have you ever had a paranormal experience that “changed” you in some way?  Either for the positive or the negative. 

Yes. The laughter heard on the EVP from Duffy's Tavern showed to me that there is no doubt about the afterlife. And that these spirits are 

willing to interact with us and are there even when we are unaware of their presence. 

 

 

10) How can our readers contact you to learn more about you and the work you do in the field of the paranormal?   

We have both a Facebook page at www.facebook.com/jabaparanormal  as well as a regular webpage for those without Facebook, located 

at www.jabaparanormal.webs.com.  

 

 

 

We at TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC want to thank John Karle for the interview.   We are honored to call him our colleague and 

friend. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.facebook.com/jabaparanormal
http://www.jabaparanormal.webs.com/
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From the Paranormal Store 

Demon Street, USA: The True Story of a Very Haunted House 

A summoning gone awry leads to problems for Penelope, who is driven from her home by phantom 

parties, a dancing stove, and a wave of demonic force that tosses her around like a ragdoll. 
  

Looking for help, she turns to her friend Robbie Lunt, who brings her to David Rountree, a Lakota 

shaman. Robbie and David embark on a whirlwind journey of learning, racing against time, visiting 

sites of spiritual power, and acquiring artifacts and allies in their quest to exorcise the evil before it 

can seriously injure someone--or worse. 

  

David and Robbie's mission to banish the demon culminates in an astonishing psychic battle on 

Halloween night. 

  

Demon Street, USA is a forewarning to those who would explore the paranormal. Evil exists--but it 

can be battled and won! 

 

Authors:  David Rountree and Robbie Lunt 

ISBN-10: 1601633262 

ISBN-13: 978-1601633262 

It Was a Dark and Creepy Night: Real-Life Encounters with the Strange, 

Mysterious, and Downright Terrifying 

It Was a Dark and Creepy Night presents a wide variety of weird and spooky tales about ghosts, 

UFOs, cryptids, angels, demons, ESP, interdimensional contact and more. Because each tale is 

short, this eerie little tome is perfect for a subway ride, a plane flight, or a night entertaining guests. 

  

An internationally respected investigator of the unknown, Joshua adds his insight to these strange 

experiences. Some tales are too odd to easily categorize, but each one simple or complex 

transformed an ordinary person's life, revealing a facet of those uncanny phenomena that still 

leave us wondering…what if? 

  

Authors:  Joshua P Warren and Andrea Saarkoppel 

ISBN-10: 1601633289 

ISBN-13: 978-1601633286 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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What’s on Your Mind 

For the longest time, man has wondered that very thing since the dawn of time.   No one as of yet has been able to prove that ghosts or 

spirits, if you will, exist definitively to this very day.   Technology has not yet gotten to the point of proving if they are real or not. 

 

It has been hypothesized in main stream science that it is theoretically possible to possibly communicate with other dimensions that exist out 

there in the String Theory concept.   Basically String Theory states that there are at least 7 other dimensions out and multiple universes with 

their own time and space out there that are unseen and undetectable to science at this present time.   Within this, it has been hypothesized 

that when a person dies, they travel to the next dimension or universe of existence and so on and so on.  Another theory, The Big Bang 

Theory states that universe expands and contracts at a constant rate.   Now if we combine these two theories, isn’t it possib le that what we 

call ghosts really aren’t ghost or spirits. 

 

Now I can hear the collective groans and sighs out there on what I just said but please hear me out.   Let’s play devil’s advocate for a minute, 

If there are other universes that have their own time and space, that expand and contract on their own apart from our universe, isn’t it 

conceivable that at some point they would intersect with ours and produce a phenomenon that we would view as being a ghost or spirit?    

 

When a person or investigator sees a “ghost”, they see them as they were, not as they are.    Who is to say the ghost or spirit in question 

doesn’t see us the same way, as a shadowy figure.   We might be ghostlike to them as well; hence the randomness of evidence collected over 

the years in certain haunted places.   Time is NOT linear, it goes both forward and backward. If our universe is expanding, another might be 

contracting in a different time period to ours and at the point where they intersect might be the cause of an anomaly wherein a location might 

be considered to be “haunted” and a person experiences the phenomenon at that point in time. 

 

The lack of credible evidence would seem to lend credence to that theory due to the fact of it being “hit or miss” in a great many places that 

are known for high paranormal activity.   Two people could go to the same place, say some place like Ohio State Reformatory and have two 

vastly different experiences.   One person may get a host of evidence and the other person may not be as successful and get nothing.    Other 

factors to consider in that are time of day, the weather at that time and what part of the Reformatory they are in. 

 

Mind you I am NOT a scientist in any way, shape or form.   I am a paranormal investigator that has done some research and after digesting 

the research done formulated this hypothesis based on what I read and saw.   I fully realize that many may not agree with me on this theory 

and think it’s the ranting’s of someone not familiar with the facts but I assure you I am.   Since we have no current way of either proving this 

theory at present, its just conjecture but all I ask is for you, the reader, to think about what was said and make your own mind up about 

whether it’s plausible or not.   If even one person says to themselves, hey this might be plausible, and then this theory might have a chance 

and gain some traction. 

Ghosts: Do They Exist, A Theory 

By Gill Padilla, Founder of Insane Ghost Posse (I.G.P.) 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Safety First 

By Melissa Tanner, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

As a paranormal investigator many feel that “ghosts, spirits, or as I call them entities” are your great danger, and in some cases that may be 

true.  However, in most cases it is only one of your worries.  The #1 concern for all paranormal investigators on an investigation should be their 

own personal safety and the #2 concern should be for the safety of their team.  There are so many dangers out there and taking the necessary 

precautions should be the top priority. 
 

The following is a list of general safety guidelines to consider and/or follow for all investigations.  This is not an all-encompassing list, but should 

give you an idea of things to consider. 

• While it’s admirable to want to be on all investigations, you should sit out investigations if you are sick, have a cold, or otherwise have a 

compromised immune system.  Neither the team nor the clients want to get sick after the investigation. 

• Make sure to drink plenty of water and/or fluids on the day of, during, and the day after the investigation.  An investigation can be an 

emotional roller coaster, so your body will produce more cortisol, a stress hormone that causes increased heart rate and respiration, as well 

as weakening the immune system.  When you do not drink enough water you may experience what we call a “paranormal hangover”.  

Drinking enough fluids should help ease this “paranormal hangover”. 

• At locations you can be exposed to many things and possibly experience an injury.  It is a good idea to keep your Diphtheria, Pertussis, and 

Tetanus (DTP) shot up-to-date. 

• Make sure to wash your hands and/or use a hand sanitizer periodically, especially at really dirty/moldy locations. Taking this precaution will 

greatly reduce your risk of illness after you return home from an investigation. 

• If you have an open sore and/or one that is already scabbed over, it is a good idea to apply an antibacterial ointment and a bandage prior to 

the investigation.  This should help keep any other bacteria, dirt, or debris from entering the sore and help with the healing process. 

• Some feel that it’s a good idea to immediately remove and wash your clothes and shower after an investigation. This would especial ly be 

true for really dirty, moldy, or otherwise unclean environments.  You can’t be certain what fungi, virus or bacteria came home with you on 

your clothes/skin and you would hate to affect others in your household. 

• Be cautious of the people you will be working with and for.  While most clients are of sound mind and body, you will run across those that 

may have a mental disorder.  We check out our clients prior to showing up for the client interview and we always meet them at a public 

location for the first time.  You should NEVER go alone to someone’s home or business!  

• Always do a walkthrough of a new location in the daylight or with the lights on.  Making sure to note any issues, tripping hazards, other safety 

factor such as holes in the floor, loose floorboards, missing or broken windows, etc.  If possible mark off any dangerous areas before turning 

off the lights by stringing something visible at chest height.  

• Check the area for any electrical hazards such as hanging wires, fault switches, etc. – Every year, hundreds of people are killed by 

electrocution.  It’s wise to assume all hanging and exposed wires are live until proven otherwise. Remember that metal is an excellent 

electrical conductor, so be careful around vents and pipes. If a live wire is touching them, then they are likely to carry a charge as well. 

• Mold and Mildew are concerns that should be considered no matter how clean the location appears.   Mold can be anywhere, both indoors 

and outdoors, but it thrives mostly in damp environments. There are thousands of types of mold and can be identified by its fuzzy 

appearance, which can be orange, green, black, brown, pink or purple in color.  The majority of people do not experience any health issues 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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from mold exposure.  However, some types of mold can cause nasal stuffiness, eye irritation, throat irritation, coughing, 

wheezing to more serious lung infections.  Even scarier than mold is mildew.  Mildew comes in two types: Downy, starts as 

yellow spots and then the color changes to brown, and Powdery, whitish in color and looks like talcum powder.    Inhaling 

mildew can cause many health effects, such as coughing, headache, scratchy throat and lung problems. Mildew can also start 

growing in lungs and cause other serious issues.  

• Carbon monoxide (CO) and gas leaks are two other airborne safety concerns that can be deadly, immediately.  CO is often 

referred to as a silent killer, because it is an odorless, colorless gas produced by gas burning systems, that can kill you if too 

much is breathed in.   Pure natural gas is also colorless and odorless, and is composed primarily of methane.  A rotten egg 

scent is usually added to the gas to assist in identifying leaks. Persons detecting the odor should leave the area.   We use 

both CO and Gas detectors during baseline gathering and take readings near any gas appliances, such as stoves, furnaces, 

water heaters, and clothing dryers.   

• If you are investigating a lot of attic and/or crawl spaces at locations beware of exposure to fiberglass insulation.  Casual 

exposure to fiberglass is not a huge concern unless it is being moved or installed, but to safe if you are near in you should 

wear a N95 disposable respirator. 

• All old buildings are built with materials made from asbestos.   Long term exposure to asbestos can cause serious lung 

damage and cancers. Read our article on asbestos to learn more about the dangers. 

• A lot of old buildings, and even some homes, have issues with bats or birds nesting at the location.  Bats and birds, carry over 

35 diseases, in the US, and over 60 diseases worldwide. Besides bacteria and viruses that they carry, their droppings grow 

fungus that release into the air causing fungal infections. Some of the infections can be very serious in nature.  Always be 

sure to wear at N95 disposable respirator when investigating in areas where bats and birds have been nesting and/or are 

present. 

• In the warmer months, or in warmer climates, make sure to beware of snakes that could be at the location.  Most snake bites 

are harmless, but on average five people die from snake bites each year.  Most snakes are non-venomous, but in the US we 

have a few venomous species:  rattlesnakes, copperheads, cottonmouths/water moccasins, and coral snakes. Beware that 

even non-venomous snake bites can cause a reaction if the person bit is allergic to the snake’s bite and will need medical 

attention.  

• It is funny how most paranormal investigator aren’t scared of an old, rundown building, but they are scared of little bitty spider.  

Maybe that is because there are way more of them than us.  There are over 3,500 types of spiders and all spiders are 

venomous; however, most generally only cause a mild irritation when they bite.   There are two types that have the potential to 

inflict a single fatal bite: Widows (black, brown and red) and Brown Recluse.  Another type to watch out for is the Hobo Spider; 

while not typically fatal to humans, but can cause prolonged systemic effects that can lead to death if untreated.  Even if not 

fatal, multiple bites from any spider can cause a variety of health issues.  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/Articles/Article17-Asbestos.pdf
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Tools of the Trade 

Safety First 

 

• If you are doing outside investigations, or those with open air areas, be on the lookout for ticks, fleas, lice, and mosquitos.  

They are responsible for spreading diseases, some of which can cause lifelong illnesses. 

• Other insects to beware of are bees, wasps, and hornets. A person does not need to be allergic to one of them to be seriously 

harmed or die from a sting(s).  Disturbance of a nest can spark a violent attack and multiple stings are dangerous because a 

single sting by one gives off a pheromone that attracts more from their hive. 

• While cute and cuddly, another area of concern in open areas are animals.  All animals carry a variety of diseases, parasites, 

and bugs and this includes rabies.  These diseases can infect an investigator, by direct or indirect exposure, and not just from 

being bitten.   Animals to beware of are:  skunks, mice, rats, chipmunks, squirrels, ground squirrels, opossums, raccoons, 

armadillo, beavers, gophers, prairie dogs, bats, rabbits, and stray cats or dogs. 

• It is a good idea to have a very well stocked first aid kit on hand at all investigations.  Some items to put in the kit are:   

antibiotic cream/ointment, anesthetic spray or lotion, band aids, bandages, tape, aspirin, Tylenol, ibuprofen, Benadryl, 

scissors, safety pins, emergency blanket, tweezers,  and Vinyl or Rubber gloves.  Other items to have handy:  trash bags, 

voltage tester, and disposable N95 respirator masks. 

• There have been reports of teams getting locked out of a location and/or getting equipment stolen while on a case.  I 

recommend that each investigator keep a detail inventory of your equipment, with receipts, in your car.  That way you have it 

in case you have to call authorities. 

• Obtain medical Information from each investigator present at the location.  There are forms available at 

www.paranormalsaftety.com that will help provide a complete medical history. To protect a person’s privacy you can keep 

these forms in sealed envelopes with instructions on when the envelope may be opened and by who if the investigator is 

found in an altered state.  
 

So remember a happy investigator is a safe investigator.  Happy and Safe Hunting! 

 

NOTE:  Some of the information in this article came from the Safety Tips for Paranormal Investigators pamphlet put out by 

www.paranormalsaftety.com.    This pamphlet was created by Elaine Davison, a paranormal investigator, under the guidance of 

a physician using information provided by doctors, health departments and the Center for Disease Control.   We have been 

granted permission to use this information.   To learn more go to about Paranormal Safety:  http://paranormalsafety.com/wp-

content/uploads/2013/12/2014-Safety-Pamphlet-8x14.pdf. 
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Spirit and Spectrum 

At Face Value:  A Pareidolia Formula?! 

By Cameron Ellis from SPARC (Society for Para-Analytics, Research & Collaboration) 

In addition to being a paranormal researcher, I have also been an artist and musician for many years as a means to express myself. My craving 

to create things from scratch be them stories, songs, paintings, drawings, inventions (even culinary art) was a necessity that without, my head 

would explode. So even when I wasn't writing, composing or drawing I would see imagery and potential in everything even as I walked down the 

street. But ever since I was a young boy and to this day as I write this very sentence, I have almost always seen the same thing no matter where 

I am... what can be best described as... faces... grotesque faces... everywhere... and most of them inhuman. Some contorted in agony from rock 

and stucco patterns, some screamed from random linoleum and wood grains, while others sneered demonically from bushes and tree leaves. 

But it was always faces. I always thought that it was just me and the extreme need for a creative fantasy outlet coupled with my interest in 

demonology (and a healthy dose of pre-teen Dungeons & Dragons gaming proclivity). But what I didn't know until many years later was that 

almost everyone experiences this phenomena in one form or another and that there was a name for it... pareidolia, a psychological 

phenomenon involving vague and random stimulus (often an image or sound) being perceived as significant or having pattern. 

  

For me it was demonic and tortured visages, for others it might be animals and still others it might be clowns, the latter being the most 

frightening by far! Leonardo da Vinci spoke extensively of this creative human ability especially in respect to painting. He said if you look at any 

wall covered with stains you will begin to invent scenes of battle, strange expressions of faces, outlandish costumes and landscapes. As a teen I 

lived in a house with a wooden kitchen wall that had an uncanny visage of Jesus Christ looking over his shoulder at you, benevolent expression 

and all. But from whatever childhood filing cabinet of the mind you pull from, pareidolia remains the same at its fundamental level; a survival 

technique the brain has created to quickly identify eyes and facial features within your immediate environment. This instinctive response is used 

to identify friends as well as threats alike and its used by the entire animal kingdom, not just our species. However, due to our unique creative 

ability and self-awareness, we as humans are able to mesh this indigenous instinct with seemingly random patterns and our memories and 

bottomless imaginative capability. The outcome not only allows us to paint fantastical things that do not exist but is also why you can suddenly 

see a laughing squirrel brandishing a sword in the plaster of your bedroom ceiling. You're looking to make sense out of patterns in randomness. 

  

A short peruse of any paranormal community, website or forum will many times see a devolving trend into people posting pixilated, blurry, dark 

and unfocused pictures of their basement or backyard at night with the accompanying note that they fear their dirty clothes hamper or doghouse 

is now home to a demon or malignant entity. Their proof? A pair of eyes and a mouth just barely visible through the darkness. Yep, a face. The 

same faces that have haunted me my entire life. And if you think about it, the parallels between this issue in the paranormal community and the 

scores of Virgin Mary sightings around the world is undeniable. But in these cases there are two strong forces driving this rush to judgment. 

Pareidolia is the first, however the unique desire/fear of the unknown and our bias towards the resolve of what’s behind deaths veil can be even 

stronger than pareidolia. So much so that we ignore all other rational explanations, odds or hypotheses in order to confirm our afterlife beliefs 

despite the astronomical unlikelihood of the evidence in front of us being proof. Blind skepticism (just as damaging) aside though, why do so 

many of us choose to ignore Occam's Razor and instead defensively embrace the improbable first, even viciously at times? How do we try to 

avoid this in our investigations or evidence review and quantify it so that we are contributing to our field and effectively assisting our clients? The 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Spirit and Spectrum 

At Face Value:  A Pareidolia Formula?! 

 

Society for Para-Analytics, Research & Collaboration developed and uses just such a tool called PIQs (Pareidolic Inquiry & Quantization 

System) or "Peek" to be cute about it. Instead of blindly accepting low quality evidence as fact or dismissing viable evidence as not worthy, 

SPARC uses this system to attempt to standardize our evaluations from one investigation to another, from one person to another, and from 

one mood to another. To do otherwise leaves your swaying judgment at the mercy of hundreds of subconscious influences and conditions. 

  

Once and for all, let’s try to dissect the probability of a face appearing in randomness as much as we can here just to put the problem into 

proper perspective. What are the contributing factors?  

  

Consider the materials or composite in which the face appears. Stucco, wood grain, burns or stains, reflections in glass... how many other 

faces or figures can you create from the surrounding material or does it stand out conspicuously alone? This is the objective frequency. 

  

Is the "face" from a frozen moment of time as in a photo that likely dissipates as perspective, lighting and parallax changes... or does it 

maintain as these conditions change? If video is taken of the same location, do freeze frames allow for the same image to remain or do new 

faces appear or change with advancing frames? A classic example of this is a still shot of smoke or mist where 1 out of every 300 stills WILL 

allow for a face to appear, like the Twin Towers Devil. Pixilated, blurred, grainy and poorly lit photos/video are a form of "texture" as well. This 

all still falls into objective frequency or probability. 

  

How complex is the threshold you are requiring to see a "face"? Just two dots to identify as "eyes"? Do you need a line for a "mouth"? Or do 

you require full facial recognition complete with nose, ears, jawline, hair, etc.? Do you rationalize missing, exaggerated or distorted features as 

confirmation of inhuman, malevolent or demonic agents? Do you stretch to explain straight or obtuse coverage as clothing, cloaks, hats, etc? 

This is your subjective threshold. 

  

Is the image relevant or does it coincide with the location, history or surroundings or is it incongruent or out of place? A soldier in a preschool or 

a demon in a tree trunk? A nun in full habit in an abandoned convent? This is the overall relevance of the sighting. 

  

How many others see the same image without prompting, including a singling out of a lone photo for scrutinization? We'll call this subjective 

replicability. 

  

From these few basic questions (and there are others but most should fall into one of these four categories), we can cobble together a basic 

formula that will help us define a statistically significant piece of evidence from our own biased reaction or selective perception. And one (1) 

being the high score and fractions there of being low scoring, we might get this: 

Objective frequency(a) X subjective threshold(b) X relevance(c) X subjective replicability(d) = Facial perception significance 

  

So a "perfect" example might be... 

where (a) is 1 meaning there are NO other faces around, the material does not allow for much creative morphing and can be seen from 

multiple angles in various conditions, AND...  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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August 2nd and October 25th; four (4) – three (3) hour sessions to choose 

from.  For more information click here or the image above. 

Spirit and Spectrum 

At Face Value:  A Pareidolia Formula?! 

 

where (b) is 1 meaning you are identifying a well-defined face with very little creative latitude on your part, AND... 

where (c) is 1 meaning the image has great relevance to the location or history, multiplied by... 

(d) where 1 means many percipients come to the same conclusions in (a), (b) and (c) without prompting or contamination. 

  

So 1 x 1 x 1 x 1 = 1 And that should be EXTREMELY difficult to attain. Most ratings for 99% of the evidence we see floating around is typically 

in the .1 to .5 range at best. The basic idea is that anything less than ideal in any of the variables above "chips away" at your perfect "1" score 

when multiplied all together. It’s difficult at first but after a while you start to critique each piece of evidence along these lines and give yourself 

a much more aware and prioritized discernment when battling against your own biases.  

  

The problem we see in most paranormal forums and Facebook picture discussions is variable (a) is a grainy, poorly lit photo, TIMES variable 

(b) a highly biased person posting the pic, TIMES variable (c) no relevance or no story posted at all, TIMES (d) no replicabilityor a highly 

imposed opinion on the other community members being solicited. All of this equals the worst form of evidence and almost a complete waste of 

everyone's time. And unfortunately many times those who attempt to bring any form of quantization, scrutiny or reason to these discussions is 

automatically ridiculed or shouted down as close-minded or a non-believer at best or malevolent skeptic and booted from the discussion at 

worst. If substantial evidence for bodily survival or extra-dimensional entities is to be obtained, we have to be prepared to abandon biases, 

unsupported "ghost" stories and search for universally compelling cases that uplift our field as a whole... not just ourselves individually. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/investigate-beverage-factory
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Paranormal Insight 

Question from Robert, Charleston IL:  Would a deceased persons "presence" be more likely to be at their place of death, a place they 

were frequently at, such as home, or the cemetery where their empty shell is? 

 

Becky’s Response:  

What a great question to start off a new column with!  I believe that a spirit is likely to be at any of the locations mentioned above.   While our 

souls are still within our physical body we enjoy free will to roam, and I feel that this free will does not end once the spirit leaves the body.    

Because of this free will a spirit may choose where they wish to be.   
 

Quite often a spirit will choose to remain in their home or attach to a personal possession that holds significant sentimental value.   This is 

especially true if the deceased had lived in that location for a particularly long time or the location holds fond memories such as childhood 

memories or raising a family.   If the spirit attaches to an item it is possible for the spirit to end up in locations that may have no connection to 

them at all.   For instance, if the item was sold in an estate or auction sale then the spirit would move on to the buyer’s location.  

 

Depending on the place of death I would not expect a spirit to want to hang around in that area.   However, there is always that possibility 

based on free will.   I believe that if the death was a sudden or violent occurrence such as a murder or car accident then perhaps the spirit will 

choose to stay there out of confusion or curiosity.    

 

One other possibility that is not listed above that I feel is worth mentioning is that of a spirit possibly visiting loved ones.  Often when a spirit 

departs the physical realm they choose to not leave because they feel they have not had closure.  Perhaps they want to make sure their 

children or spouse is OK.   It is not uncommon for people to feel as if their recently departed loved ones are checking in on them.    

 

I think the key to what happens to the spirit after they have left the physical body is truly based on the spirits free will and their level of closure.   

If a spirit is content that it has accomplished everything it was sent to this realm to do then it will move on peacefully, onto the next adventure.    

However, if the spirit feels that it has more to do or that it has unfinished business then it will continue to stick around until that closure has 

been received.  

 

 

 

Becky had her first paranormal experience at the young age of 7.   Growing up as an Empath in a small Central Illinois town was a challenge.   In 2009 Becky 

founded the Illinois Metaphysical and Paranormal Society in order to raise awareness about the paranormal and metaphysical fields.    The IMPS paranormal 

investigation team focuses on private residential and business investigations with the mission of providing help and comfort to their clients.    

 

Becky is also a freelance writer and is in the process of writing two books on the paranormal and life as an Empath.   Becky is also a Genealogist, research 

specialist, and event planner.   Having earned her MBA in 2014, Becky prides herself on professionalism and client care.    

 

For information about IMPS please visit www.teamimps.com.  You can also learn more about Becky at www.zitania.com.   Questions can be emailed to 

becky.imps@gmail.com. 

By Becky Guymon, Illinois Metaphysical & Paranormal Society (IMPS) 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Name this Haunted Location 

Do you know the name of this haunted location?   Email us with your guess at info@tntparanormal.com.  

Name this Haunted Location from the last 

issue was Arlington Heights Historical 

Museum, Arlington Heights, IL. 

The following question(s) was/were submitted by our readers, by our online subscribers, or at events.  

With all of your cases what would you say is the biggest and most impactful thing you have learned? 

During investigations and personally, I have had a few profound experiences that I cannot explain.  As a result of these experiences, I now 

believe and have learned that a person just does not simply die.  I do still consider myself a skeptical believer when it comes to claims, and 

will do everything I can to disprove/debunk experiences before leaning towards a true paranormal event. 

 

- Tracey, Investigator and Case Manager, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

 

 

In you have a paranormal related question for us please submit it to info@tntparanormal.com and we would love to address it in the next issue. 

Ask TnT Paranormal 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
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Famous Haunts 

Crescent Moon Hotel (Eureka Springs, AR) 

Website:  http://crescent-hotel.com/ 

The Crescent Hotel (also known as the 1886 Crescent Hotel & Spa) is a 78 room hotel that was built on West Mountain in Eureka Springs, 

Arkansas.  It is a hotel that is rich with history and reportedly spirits as well.  It took 2 years to build this beautiful l imestone hotel that sits on 27 

acres. The hotel was designed by a popular architect named Isaac L. Taylor and built by Eureka Springs Improvement Company and the 

Frisco Railroad.  The labor for the limestone work was performed by Irish stonemasons and more workers had to be hired to finish the 

luxurious interior of the hotel.  The total cost to build the hotel was $294,000.  It opened on May 20, 1886, and was celebrated by holding a 

gala ball. 

 

The Ozarks had become increasingly popular during this time due to the areas “healing waters”.  People believed the water had hea ling 

powers in which to aid their aches and pains, as well as cure illness.  The hotel was built with this in mind and had a spa for the guests to 

utilize.  Other amenities included a swimming pool, outdoor sports and walking paths with flower gardens.  The hotel also offered 

transportation to and from the train station to guests staying at the hotel. 

 

Around the 1900’s, the novelty of the “healing waters” began to wane.  People realized the waters did not heal their aches and pains , and the 

volume of guests dwindled.  The building was then used for different purposes.  It was used as a resort during the summer months, and was 

used as a college during the school year.  The Crescent College and Conservatory for Young Women operated out of the hotel from 1908 to 

1924.  Unfortunately the combined revenue from the school and summer resort were not enough to keep the building afloat, and it was 

abandoned for 6 years.  A junior college then occupied the hotel from 1930-1934, but this too did not last. 

 

The hotel once again sat empty until Norman Baker bought it in 1937.  He purchased the hotel and turned it into a Cancer Center and Health 

Resort, however, Norman Baker was a fraud and a scam artist.  He had no medical training; he preyed on the sick, sold ineffective medical 

elixirs for various medical conditions and claimed that his treatments would cure cancer.  He was also convicted in 1936 for practicing 

medicine without a medical license in Iowa.  He was eventually convicted of mail fraud and ended up spending 4 years in jail.   

 

Four businessmen from Chicago bought the hotel in 1946.  Having sat empty again for the last 6 years, the goal was to restore the hotel to its 

original grandeur.  The hotel once again gained popularity and was able to operate for many years, until a devastating fire burned most of the 

4th floor of the south wing.  The hotel then changed hands several times.  Each time the new owners would promise to restore the hotel to its 

former glory.  The owners all had good intentions, however for numerous reasons, the hotel was not able to be restored the way it should have 

been.   

 

Marty and Elise Roenigk purchased the hotel in 1997.  Their money, hard work and dedication made it possible to restore to hotel to its former 

glory.  They spent 5 million dollars, and reopened the beautiful hotel on September 6, 2002. 

 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://crescent-hotel.com/
http://crescent-hotel.com/
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www.tntparanormal.com   We never charge a client for an investigation!  

Bumps in the Night!!!! 

18 

August 2014 Issue 

Famous Haunts 

Crescent Moon Hotel 

 

A hotel that has been around since 1886 is bound to have reports of paranormal activity.  Here are some of the claims from hotel guests and 

employees from over the years. 

 

One of the stonemasons who came from Ireland named Michael reportedly fell at the worksite one day and came to rest where room 

218 is today.  Many guests report the toilet flushing on its own, waking in the middle of the night to the feeling of a hand pushing on 

their back, and lights turning on and off all on their own.  He has also been known to turn the TV on and off as well as bang on the 

walls. 

 

There have been reports of “doctor” Baker being seen around the recreation room and at the base of the stairs.  There is also  

reportedly a nurse of his that has been seen pushing a gurney down the hall.  There have been reports of  a cancer patient who 

reportedly introduces herself as Theodora and then vanishes.    

 

A man dressed in Victorian period attire has been reportedly been spotted in several areas of the hotel.  He frequents the dining room 

as well as the bar.  He has been described as grouchy with a low tolerance for the living. 

 

The front desk staff has reported receiving incoming calls from a locked room in the basement when the old switchboard was still in 

use.  There was reportedly only one key to access this room.  One of the staff reportedly went to check the room, and found the 

phone off the hook.  Once hanging up the phone and relocking the room, he returned to the front desk only to receive another call 

from the same room.  
 

If you are ever in the Eureka Springs, Arkansas area, be sure to check out the Crescent Hotel.  Ghost tours are given daily and tickets can be 

purchased in advance.  For more information go to: 

http://www.americasmosthauntedhotel.com/tickets-tours-in-eureka-springs/ 
 

To book a room at the hotel or for more information on the hotel itself, go to:  http://crescent-hotel.com/ 

  

Other sources:  

http://www.legendsofamerica.com/ar-crescenthotel.html 

http://theshadowlands.net/famous/cresent.htm 

http://www.scaryforkids.com/crescent-hotel/ 

http://www.hauntedhouses.com/states/ar/crescent_hotel.htm 

 

 

 

See more photos on the next page. 
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Famous Haunts 

Crescent Moon Hotel 

Photos courtesy of David Childers of the Delta Paranormal Project 
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We have TnT Paranormal t-shirts for sale.  Go 

to our Webstore or Café Press store to place 

your order TODAY before supplies run out! 

Sneak Peek 

In the next issue of Bumps in the Night!!!: 

• Paranormal “U” - Overview of early ghost hunters 

• Famous Haunts –   Bowen Building, Bartonsville, IL  

• Tools of the Trade –   Websites with useful data 

Contact Us 

You can use any of the following mechanisms to contact us: 

 

Contact Us Form:  http://www.tntparanormal.com/contactus.htm  
 

Event Request Form:  http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request  

 

Email: info@tntparanormal.com 

 

Social Media: 

Website:  http://www.tntparanormal.com/  

Twitter: @TnTParanormal (https://twitter.com/TnTParanormal)  

FB Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/146712678732927/  

FB Team Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/TnTParanormalInvestigators  

 

Snail Mail Address:  

TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

PO Box 87401 

Carol Stream, IL 60188-7401 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://mysteriousheartland.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webstore/
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Paranormal Corner 

It seems that ghost hunting has become quite a popular endeavor over the last several years. Whether it be a historic location, public venue or a private 

residence, what could be more exciting than going to a supposed haunted location to seek out the paranormal? Some people say cemeteries are very 

notorious for sightings of spirits, and many people hoping to get a thrill by going to such places to catch a glimpse these spirits, ghosts or entities. 

 

Physical Dangers of Paranormal Investigations 

 

When you think of being on a paranormal investigation, where you do imagine going? Dark attics? The woods? Scary old mansions? 

 

You know what? Let’s say all these locations are exactly where you’re going. Even if none of them have any spirit activity, they all share very real dangers. 

These include: 

Dust 

Extreme temperatures 

Insects 

Mold 

Other people 

Spiders 

Wild animals 

 

Metaphysical Dangers of Paranormal Investigations 

 

Of course, I only wish that the physical dangers were all we had to worry about during paranormal investigations. Like I said before, sometimes you find exactly 

what you’re looking for during a paranormal investigation…and it hangs around. 

 

Yes, ghosts and other entities can attach themselves to people and follow them home. I believe it happens more than any of us in the paranormal field would 

care to admit. It’s actually hit the point where many paranormal investigation team websites now include substantial warnings about dabbling in the 

paranormal, to the point that they warn against listening to EVPs at home.  

  

 

 

 

 

Chad Stambaugh is a retired U.S. Marine; working on a Bachelor's in English and a PH.D. in Parapsychology. He is also working on becoming a Demonologist 

through the New Life Ministries Church.   He founded 11th Hour Paranormal Research Society and radio show host of the Paranormal Corner and The 

Paranormal Roundtable. Chad Lives in Fresno, CA, with his wife Crissy. He has three children and three grandchildren.   His first book; Paranormal 

Investigations took second place and the 2013 Paranormal Awards in the Literary category.  To read more stuff from Chad, please go to his Blog Post at 

http://chadsteelers.blogspot.com/. 

Dangers of Paranormal Investigating 

By Chad Stambaugh, Author, Educator, and Paranormal Investigator 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://chadsteelers.blogspot.com/
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By Melissa Tanner, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

Each year we take a paranormal vacation where we investigate 

several locations in just a few days and travel as a team.  We call 

these vacations a “paravan”…basically a caravan of paranormal 

investigators going to several locations to investigate.  The 2014 

Paravan took us to six (6) locations in six (6) days…yes I said 6 

in 6.  We stuck to the IL area this year and had a goal of a total 

entry fee, for all locations, to be less than one location was last 

year.  We were able to meet that goal. 

 

We started the paravan on Saturday, July 19th, with our first stop 

being Lemp Mansion at 3322 DeMenil Place, St. Louis , MO; 

Case #:  TnT-2014-LM-302.  This first leg of the trip was just 

conducted by Tracey and Melissa.  We arrived at the mansion at 

6:26PM and checked into the Elsa Room.  The Elsa Room is 

reportedly the most haunted room of the mansion, so lucky for us, 

but on the other hand it’s on the 3rd floor, which was fun since we 

History:  The Lemp Mansion was built in the early 1860’s and purchased by William J. Lemp, son of John Adam Lemp, as a 

residence and office for his brewery.  The residence was perfect since it was just a block or two from the new bottling plant that 

was built in 1864 at Cherokee Street and Carondolet Avenue.   By 1870 Lemp was by far the largest brewery in St. Louis and the 

Lemp family symbolized the city’s wealth and power. The Lemp family saw its share of ups and downs.  Lemp beer controlled the 

lion’s share of the St. Louis market, a position it held until Prohibition.  In 1897 two of the brewing industry’s titans toasted each 

other when William Lemp’s daughter, Hilda, married Gustav Pabst of the noted Milwaukee brewing family.  On the downside the 

family saw several of its family fall to suicide or mysterious deaths.  The first being when Frederick, William’s favorite son, and 

heir-apparent to the brewery presidency, died under mysterious circumstances in 1901. Then three years later, William J. Lemp 

shot himself in the head in a bedroom at the family mansion, apparently still grieving the loss of his beloved Frederick.   In 1920 

daughter Elsa committed suicide and then in 1922 William J. Lemp, Jr. shot himself in the same room where his father died 

Lemp Mansion, St. Louis, MO 

had to lug all of the equipment up three flights of stairs.  :D   

 

After check in we met with members of Limbo Paranormal, Kevin, Jesse, and Jen, for dinner.   It was nice to finally meet them face to face and 

to chat.  The dinner at Lemp was awesome and even if you can’t stay for the night, it is worth eating there.  Once the mansion closed, after 

dinner, and all patrons had left the building we conducted our mini investigation of the location.  We spent the next couple of hours walking 

around the mansion taking photos and conducting EVP sessions.  We then returned to the room and found the secret hidey hole of notes left 

by previous guests.  It was interesting reading the stories. 

 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.lempmansion.com/
http://www.lempmansion.com/
http://www.lempmansion.com/
http://www.limboparanormal.com/
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The next morning, July 20th, we woke up and started the 2nd 

leg of the paravan…trip to Alton, IL.    We arrived in Alton 

around noon and decided to hit a few of the areas “haunted” 

locations while waiting for room check-in time.  The first stop 

was at the North Alton Confederate Cemetery at 635 Rozier 

Street which is the final resting place for hundreds of 

Confederate soldiers who died in captivity at the Union prison 

at Alton.  The sad part is that those buried there have no 

individually marked graves, but share a single, tall, granite 

obelisk that is dedicated to them.  It is definitely a location you 

can feel the sadness at. 

 

The next stop in Alton was at the Alton Visitors Center where 

we picked up information on the local sites that lead us to stop 

3…ruins of the first state prison.  This prison housed many 

Confederate prisoners during the Civil War.  The site can be found at the corners of William Street and Landmark Boulevard.   

The next stop took us up Third Street to the First Unitarian Church where Rev. Phillip Mercer committed suicide in November of 1934.  We 

took a walk of the grounds and took several photos.  Once done we headed to our hotel to prepare for the investigation that evening. 

 

The first investigation in Alton was at the Mineral Springs Hotel at 301 East Broadway; Case #:  TnT-2014-MSH-289.  We arrived at the 

location at 6:45PM and were greeted by local investigator Brian Murray from Riverbend Paranormal and Janet Kolar , owner of the Mineral 

Springs Haunted Tours. The investigation began at 7PM and ran through 3AM the next morning.  Present at the investigation were Melissa, 

Tracey, Bill, Beth, Don, Mark, Carl, Kerri, and guest investigator, Kevin from Limbo Paranormal.   After a brief tour, by Brian, we setup the 

equipment by placing camcorders and Zoom audio recorders around the location, such as:   Men’s pool, subbasement, Pearl’s room, and the 

ballroom.  During the investigation we had four (4) - one (1) hour sessions with each session conducting several tests, running EVP sessions, 

using various tools and props, etc.   

 

While on the investigation we had a few personal experiences we documented and one experience of note was when Mark and Don were in  

the Men’s Pool Room.   They were at the deep end of the pool and it was about 1:46AM, when Don heard what sounded like a child giggling 

eighteen years earlier.  William J. Lemp, Jrs’ son, William Lemp III, was forty-two when he died of a heart attack in 1943.  And 

lastly William Jr.’s brother, Charles, resided at the house, an extremely bitter man, until he too died of a self-inflicted gunshot 

wound in 1949.  In addition to the multiple deaths the family business took a hard hit by Prohibition (1919) which lead to the 

closing of the plant permanently.   Over the next couple of decades the house had a few owners and started to deteriorate until it 

was purchased by Dick Pointer and his family in 1975. The Pointer’s began remodeling and renovating the place, working for 

many years to turn it into a restaurant and an inn.  

Mineral Springs Hotel, Alton, IL 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/national_cemeteries/Illinois/North_Alton_Confederate_Cemetery.html
http://www.altonhauntings.com/unitarian.html
http://www.mineralspringshauntedtours.com/
http://www.riverbendparanormal.com/
http://www.riverbendparanormal.com/
http://www.riverbendparanormal.com/
http://www.mineralspringshauntedtours.com/
http://www.mineralspringshauntedtours.com/
http://www.mineralspringshauntedtours.com/
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coming from the shallow end of the pool.   Don immediately tried to find a source for the sound, but could not.   

 

The next day, July 21st, we continued our tour of Alton with stops at the Milton School, the former Cracker Factory, Stratford Hotel, YWCA, 

and the Watson House.  We have investigated Milton School on two other occasions so it was great to be back there for a visit.  

 

At 5:15PM we arrived at 2018 Alby Street for the investigation of McPike Mansion; Case #:  TnT-2014-MM-287.  Upon arrival we were 

greeted by owners George and Sharyn Luedke. The investigation began at 6PM and ran through 12:30AM the next morning.  Present at the 

investigation where Melissa, Tracey, Bill, Beth, Don, Mark, Kerri, and guest investigator, Kevin from Limbo Paranormal. After a brief tour, by 

Sharyn, we setup a camcorder in the cellar and Zoom audio recorders around the location.  During the investigation we had six (6) - thirty-five 

minute sessions with each conducting several tests, running EVP sessions, using various tools and props, etc. 

 

 

History:   The Mineral Springs Hotel, built by the Luer brothers, on former site of the Illinois Packing Company, was 

originally intended to be an ice house for their meat packing business.  However, when they started drilling for a 

water source a natural spring was discovered and the water was found to have a high concentration of minerals.  

These minerals were thought to be beneficial to humans, so the ice house plans were scraped and a hotel was built 

instead.  The hotel opened in 1914 as a 90 room hotel and spa that featured two pools filled by the spring.  

Additionally, water was bottled and shipped to other locations. The brother sold the hotel in 1926 but it continued to 

thrive for many decades.   Some years later the hotel was converted into a mall and apartments and functions in that 

capacity today. 

McPike Mansion, Alton, IL 

While on the investigation we had a few personal 

experiences we documented and one experience of note 

was on the 2nd investigation rotation and it was all men in 

the cellar.  Mark, Kevin, Bill, and Don were had a REM-

POD set up in the middle of the cellar and near the end of 

the rotation, one of the investigators asked, “If you want the 

Girls to come back can you light this thing up?” referring to 

the REM-POD.   A few seconds after the question was 

asked the REM-POD lit up.  Please note we don’t carry cell 

phones during rotations and the REM-POD did not go off 

the rest of the night.  Was it paranormal?  Hopefully data 

review will determine that. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.mcpikemansion.com/
http://www.mcpikemansion.com/
http://www.mcpikemansion.com/
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On July 22nd we stared the third leg of the trip by driving north to Auburn, IL; taking the scenic route.  We arrived at the Haunted R Theater, 110 

S. Fifth Street, around 3PM and were greeted by the owners Robbin and Norma Terry; Case #: TnT-2014-HRT-285.  For the next couple of 

hours we talked to Robbin and looked at his many collections of Halloween, haunted house, and paranormal related items.   

 

Once the entire team arrived and we went to dinner at a local Mexican restaurant to fuel up for the investigation.  For this investigation we 

would have Melissa, Tracey, Bill, Beth, Don, Mark, Jenni, Terry (a data reviewer for us, but also a member of MPRINT), and guest investigator, 

Kat from MPRINT.  

History: McPike Mansion was built in 1869 by architect Lucas Pfeiffenberger for Henry Guest McPike. The McPike 

family owned land that was known as Mount Lookout Park, where Henry perfected a grape for wine called the 

“McPike Grape”. The family lived in the mansion until 1936 and over the next few decades the house changed hands 

several times. The building has been home to a college and a “rent a room” type of boarding home. In 1994 the 

house was purchased by Sharyn and George Luedke and has been a labor of love for the last 20 years. 

Haunted R Theater, Auburn, IL 

After dinner Robbin took us on a tour of the theater and 

afterward we setup Zoom audio recorders in the garage, 

Theater, Projector Room, Green Room, Paranormal 

Room, and the basement.  The investigation began at 

7:00PM and ran through 2:10AM the next morning.  

During the investigation we had seven (7) – thirty minute 

sessions with each conducting several tests, running EVP 

sessions, using various tools and props, etc.  One of the 

tests including twirling a baton…you might be able to find 

the video of this if you are lucky (LOL). 

 

 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
http://mprint-paranormal.com/
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While on the investigation we had a few personal experiences we documented and one experience of note was during the walkthrough and we 

all were in the theater room.  Robbin had been talking about a specific seat in the theater that investigator Tracey was sitting next to.  He asked 

her if she felt anything and for several seconds she just sat there in silence.  Something was clearly wrong with her.  Finally she spoke up and 

said she had a weird sensation in her arms and legs and could not move them and had an overwhelming feeling of being tired or groggy.  That 

experience has never happened to her before so we aren’t sure what to make of it.  However, she was sitting next to the seat where several 

others have had odd feelings and there is an EVP of a male voice saying “No, no, no” when someone is talking about sitting in  that seat.  At the 

time of this experience we did not know about the EVP or other experiences with the seat. 

 

On July 23rd we stared the fourth leg of the trip by heading north to Oregon, IL.  This investigation took us to Conover Square Mall, site of the 

former piano factory, at 201 N. 3rd Street;  Case #:  TnT-2014-CSM-286.  We arrived at the location at 6:45PM and were greeted by Mike 

Grasso from Haunted Conover Square Ghost Tours.   For this investigation we would have Melissa, Tracey, Bill, Beth, Don, Mark, and Jenni.   

Mike took us on a tour of the mall and we then setup camcorders and Zoom audio recorders in the attic, 1st level shopping area, museum, and 

the basement.  The investigation began at 7:00PM and ran through to 1:00AM the next morning.  During the investigation we had four (4) – 

forty-five minute sessions with each conducting several tests, running EVP sessions, using various tools and props, etc.  

History: The R Theater was built in 1946 by the Mitchell family and was the largest building in town for many years. 

The name of the theater came from the first initials of the names of the Mitchell family, Ray, Reid, and Roberta. The 

building originally had seating for 500 people and over the years more seats were added.  However, when larger 

theaters were opened in the Springfield area, the theater was forced to close.   After being vacant for many years, in 

1999, current owner Robbin Terry purchased the building and began major renovations.   The theater is now home 

to his insurance business, Midwest Classic Insurance, and his home.  Please note that all proceeds from 

investigations are donated to the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

Conover Square Mall, Oregon, IL 

While on the investigation we had a few personal experiences we 

documented and one experience of note was during the third rotation 

when Melissa, Tracey, and Beth were in the museum and the air in the 

area felt charged with energy.  So they decided to play a game to see 

if that would get a response.  The game was for one of them to run up 

to the REM-POD and touch it (setting it off) and then run back to the 

original spot the investigator started in.  Melissa ran up to the REM-

POD and touched it and then ran back.  Then said “ok, now you try”.  A 

couple of seconds later the REM-POD went off, but the lights were 

different than when Melissa touched it and went off longer.  She said 

“Ok, thank you.  Can you do that again?”  Again the REM-POD went 

off.  So she said “Thank you.  So that we can be sure there is 

someone else here can you do that one more time?”.   It went off a 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.conoversquare.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
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third time.  Then the energy in the area seemed to change and go back to normal.  The REM-POD did not go off again for the remainder of the 

night.  The entire thing was documented on video camera.  We can’t say for sure it was paranormal, but do hope we have some o ther 

information on the data review to back this up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On July 24th we started on the fifth and final leg of the paravan by returning to the Chicagoland area for a local client investigation.  The details 

of this case are confidential, but we can share it’s a bowling alley in the northern suburbs. 

 

As you can see on our trek across IL we went to several interesting locations that are rich in history and hopefully paranormal activity.  Along 

the trip we meet some great people, some of which I’m sure will become lifelong friends.  We had a great time and can’t wait to get through the 

data (of which we have hundreds of photos and hundreds of hours of audio and video) we collected to see if we can back up any claims with 

documented activity.  We also can’t wait to plan the 2015 Paravan trip. 

 

Footnote:   We still need to complete the data review from all of these locations to see if we were able to document anything paranormal in 

nature.  The information in this report should be considered our own personal experiences and NOT proof of the paranormal.  We do not 

consider hits on a REM-POD, KII, etc to be proof of the paranormal, but rather a personal experience had on the investigation.   

History:  The building, known today as Conover Square, originally was a piano factory that began making pianos in the 1890's.  

Piano brands that were manufactured there are Schiller, Conover, and Cable; many examples of which still exist in the mall.  By 

the early 1970's, demand for pianos declined and the factory closed.   In the 1970s the building was reopened as a shopping 

mall. 

Haunted R Theater, Auburn, IL 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Haunted R Theater, Auburn, IL 

Lemp Mansion, St. Louis, MO Mineral Springs Hotel, Alton, IL 

McPike Mansion, Alton, IL 

Conover Square Mall, Oregon, IL 

Milton School, Alton, IL 
Arch, St. Louis, MO 
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Course: Paranormal 101 

Sep11 at 7P - Cary Area Public Library 
 

Course: Paranormal 102 

Oct 16 at 7P - Glen Ellyn Public Library 

Oct 30 at 7P - Lockport Public Library 

Nov 7 at 7P - Crete Park District 

 

Course: Paranormal 103 

Sep 18 at 7P – Lemont Public Library 

Nov 15 at 2PM - Antioch Public Library 

 

Course: Paranormal 104 

Oct 23 at 7P - Franklin Park Public Library 

 

Course: Paranormal 105 

Aug 21  at 7P – Glendale Heights Public Library 

Aug 28 at 7P – Aurora Public Library 

Sep12 at 7P - Frankfort Park District 

Oct 9 at 7P - Cary Area Public Library 

Oct 12 at 2PM – Bartlett Public Library 

Oct 25 at 1P - New Lenox Public Library 

Nov 8 at 1P – Crest Hill Public Library 

 

Investigate with TnT Paranormal Event:  (fee associated with event) 

August 2 at Arlington Heights Historical Museum ; see 

information below (10/25 event) 

 

October 25 at Arlington Heights Historical Museum (to 

learn more go to our website Investigate Beverage 

Factory Page or see ad on Page 12) 

 

Fundraiser:  Heartland Animal Shelter in Northbrook:   

Oct 11 at 5PM.  More details to follow. 

 

 

Unless otherwise noted all of the above events are FREE to the 

public.  We are adding new events all the time, so please keep 

checking the updated list on our website Events Page. 

Other Upcoming  

Paranormal Events 

Disclaimer:   If it has to do with the paranormal and crowds we'll list 

it here. This list includes Ghost, UFO, and Cryptozoology 

conferences.   We are not associated in any way with any event 

listed and we cannot guarantee any information provided, please 

check with the representing website (and call the promoter if 

possible) to gather full information. 

 

August 2014 

Event:   8th Annual Paranormal Meet & Greet (FREE EVENT) 

Date(s):  9 

City, ST:  Indianapolis, IN (Location:  Hannah House) 

Website: 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1382599212003655/?ref_dashbo

ard_filter=upcoming  

 

Event:  A Haunting at St Albans Sanatorium 

Date(s):  9 

City, ST:  Radford, VA (Location:  St Albans Sanatorium) 

Website: 

https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/events/591876794237293/  

 

Event:   Pensacola Para Con (Sci Fi, Anime, Gaming, Gaming 

Horror, etc.) 

Date(s):  9 and 10 

City, ST:  Pensacola, FL 

Website: http://www.pensacolaparacon.com/  

  

Event:   IPRG Ghost Conference 

Date(s):  15 to 17 

City, ST:  Boise, ID (Location: Luganbeel US Army Reserve Center) 

Website: http://www.iprgghostconference.com/  

 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/investigate-beverage-factory
http://www.tntparanormal.com/investigate-beverage-factory
https://www.facebook.com/events/1382599212003655/?ref_dashboard_filter=upcoming
https://www.facebook.com/events/1382599212003655/?ref_dashboard_filter=upcoming
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Albans-Sanatorium/227599350608608
https://www.facebook.com/home.php
http://www.pensacolaparacon.com/
http://www.iprgghostconference.com/
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 August 2014 (continued) 

Event:  Con-Con 12 

Date(s):  23 and 24 

City, ST:   Villisca, Iowa  (Location:  The Villisca Murder House) 

Website:  http://spirits-speak.com/conferences-concon12.html  

  

Event:  The Las Vegas Paracon 

Date(s):  22 to 24 

City, ST:  Las Vegas, NV 

Website:  http://www.elitevegasparanormalsociety.com 

  

  

September 2014 

Event:  Ghostly Encounters Cruise 

Date(s): 6 to 11 

City, ST:  NJ to Bermuda 

Website:  http://www.cruise-planners.com/rw/view/3085  

 

Event: Scarefest Horror and Paranormal Convention 

Date(s): 13 to 15 

City, ST: Lexington, KY 

Website: http://scarefestcon.com/  

  

Event: Scare-a-Con Horror and Sci-Fi Fan Convention 

Date(s): 12 to 14 

City, ST: Verona, NY (Location:  Turning Stone Resort and 

Casino) 

Website: http://scareacon.com/  

  

Event:   Winnipeg Paracon 2014 

Date(s):  12 and 13 

City, ST:  Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

Website: http://www.paracon.ca/  

  

Event:   4th Annual "Preston Castle ParaCon 2014" 

Date(s):  19 to 21 

City, ST:  Ione, CA (Location:  Preston Castle) 

Website:  http://www.prestonparacon.com  

  

September 2014 (continued) 

Event:   13th Annual Mothman Festival 

Date(s):  20 and 21 

City, ST:  Point Pleasant, WV 

Website:  http://www.mothmanfestival.com/  

  

Event:  Finger Lakes Paracon 

Date(s):  26 to 28 

City, ST:  Finger Lakes Region of Upstate New York 

Website:  http://www.flparacon.com/ 

 

 

October 2014 

Event:  Paradigm Symposium 

Date(s):  2 to 5 

City, ST:  Minneapolis, MN 

Website:  http://www.paradigmsymposium.com 

 

Event:  3rd Annual Illinois Paranormal Conference 

Date(s): 4th  

City, ST:  Rockford, IL 

Website:  http://www.hauntedrockford.com  

  

Event:  Australian Paranormal and Spiritual Expo 

Date(s):  4 

City, ST:  Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre, Australia 

Website:  

https://www.facebook.com/AustralianParanormalAndSpiritualExpo?r

ef=br_tf 

  

Event: Delta Paranormal Project Conference 2014 

Date(s): 3 to 5 

City, ST: Vicksburg, MS 

Website:  www.deltaparanormalproject.com  

 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://spirits-speak.com/conferences-concon12.html
http://spirits-speak.com/conferences-concon12.html
http://spirits-speak.com/conferences-concon12.html
http://spirits-speak.com/conferences-concon12.html
http://spirits-speak.com/conferences-concon12.html
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http://www.elitevegasparanormalsociety.com/&h=DAQGCL6xS&enc=AZP15htdzAHE55JbQXA5HPVqtfMZq8XjaW69eM9ZQPxHR3QSSitvkaniqmZOBtEtT5SxeM9IAE-tCgd7ia2dvF02S7iHMFxgaV0lOrfFEOR7jg&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http://www.cruise-planners.com/rw/view/3085&h=xAQFxT0KIAQFp17v2DGerLjD1iwSP68ti8KZP93JrpxXplw&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http://www.cruise-planners.com/rw/view/3085&h=xAQFxT0KIAQFp17v2DGerLjD1iwSP68ti8KZP93JrpxXplw&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http://www.cruise-planners.com/rw/view/3085&h=xAQFxT0KIAQFp17v2DGerLjD1iwSP68ti8KZP93JrpxXplw&s=1
http://scarefestcon.com/
http://scareacon.com/
http://www.paracon.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http://www.prestonparacon.com/&h=YAQGxu173AQFCLa2B8zWdBHMqfC8DQAzWLGTeQacf9cnmfw&s=1
http://www.mothmanfestival.com/
http://www.flparacon.com/
http://www.paradigmsymposium.com/
http://www.hauntedrockford.com/
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianParanormalAndSpiritualExpo?ref=br_tf
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianParanormalAndSpiritualExpo?ref=br_tf
http://www.deltaparanormalproject.com/
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October 2014 (continued) 

Event: 2014 Paranormal Conference  

Date(s): 9 to 11 

City, ST: Mahnomen, MN (Location:  Shooting Star Casino, Hotel 

and Event Center) 

Website: 

http://www.starcasino.com/home/entertainment/calendar/tabid/76/v

w/3/d/20141010/itemid/1175/PARACON.aspx  

  

Event:   2nd annual Little Traverse Bay (LTB) Parafest 

Date(s):  17 to 19 

City, ST:  Bayview, MI (Location:   The Terrace Inn) 

Website:  http://littletraversebayparafest.webs.com/  

 

Event:  Palos Paranormal Conference 

Date(s):  18 to 19 

City, ST:  Palos Hills, IL (Location:  Moraine Valley Community 

College)  

Website:  https://www.facebook.com/events/301532436673361  

 

 

November 2014 

Event:  2014 Afterlife Paranormal Conference & Film Festival 

Date(s):  21 to 23 

City, ST:  Chicago, IL 

Website:  http://afterlifeparanormal.com/  

Bumps in the Night!!!! 

Disclaimer 

Click here to see the disclaimer for Bumps in the Night!!!! 

This disclaimer governs the use of the Bumps in the Night!!!! 

newsletter.  By reading this newsletter, you accept this 

disclaimer in full. 

Investigator Spotlight 

Kerri Spillers 

Investigator and Social Media Coordinator 

Kerri grew up in Crete and now resides in Park Forest with 

her husband Dave and sons. She has a BA in Psychology 

and has worked as a case manager in the mental health 

field. Kerri is currently a stay at home mom raising her fours 

sons. Her hobbies include physical fitness, spinning 

classes, dancing, reading, and spending time with her 

family. Over the years, Kerri has had a few "unexplainable" 

experiences which sparked her curiosity with the 

paranormal. With the help of the paranormal shows her 

curiosity turned into wanting to be on a team to try and find 

what is out there. She is looking forward to learning all the 

"ins and outs" of paranormal investigating and getting a 

chance to work with a paranormal team. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.starcasino.com/home/entertainment/calendar/tabid/76/vw/3/d/20141010/itemid/1175/PARACON.aspx
http://www.starcasino.com/home/entertainment/calendar/tabid/76/vw/3/d/20141010/itemid/1175/PARACON.aspx
http://littletraversebayparafest.webs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/morainevalleycommunitycollege
https://www.facebook.com/morainevalleycommunitycollege
https://www.facebook.com/events/301532436673361
http://afterlifeparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/BumpsintheNight/BITNnewsletter-disclaimer.pdf
http://www.tntparanormal.com/membership
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Announcing - TnT Paranormal Network (TPN) and the TPN-Wisconsin (WI) Chapter: 
 

We are excited to announce our first Chapter team to the NEW TnT Paranormal Network; TnT Paranormal Network (TPN) – WI Chapter 

(TPN-WI). The TPN-WI will be lead by Zachery Cook and will providing paranormal investigation services in the state of Wisconsin. 

Zachery comes to TPN with close to 8 years experience investigating with 3 different teams. We are excited to have him aboard and 

look forward to working with him and the WI Chapter. TPN-WI has a Facebook page and would love you have you come visit them: 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/TnTParanormalNetworkWisconsinChapter.  

 

TPN-WI is actively looking for team members and clients. If you would like to know more about membership and/or know of a person in 

need of our services please contact us at info@tntparanomal.com  or learn more at www.tntparanormal.com. 

 

TPN is looking to expand into other states and areas by forming more TPN chapter teams. The purpose of these chapters is to provide 

the ability to extend the services that we offer, to a larger client base, in areas we could not reach in a timeline fashion, but still keep the 

quality of the services we provide. If you or your team wants to learn more about the TPN Chapter Program or how to become a Chapter 

Team please contact us at info@tntparanormal.com for more information. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.hauntedrockford.com/illinois-paranormal-conference/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:info@tntparanomal.com
http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com

