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At TnT Paranormal 

Investigators LLC our primary 

mission is to help the client 

with their paranormal 

concerns. We research the 

background of the property, 

gather data during an onsite 

investigation, review that data 

to determine if any paranormal 

data was captured, and 

provide the client with a report 

of our findings. We also use 

this time to educate our clients 

on the paranormal field and 

helping to ease their fears. 

  

We would love to assist you 

with your paranormal needs. If 

you would like to know more 

about our services, ask us 

questions, or to request an 

investigation please go to 

www.tntparanormal.com.  

TnT Paranormal Happenings 

We don’t know about you, but for us the summer just zipped by.  It’s Fall time and the month 

of October is upon us.  That means it’s time for cooler weather, leaves falling from the trees, 

Halloween, and Day of the Dead.   
 

In September we kicked off the Paranormal Lecture Series by hosting events at the following 

locations:  Arlington Heights Historical Museum, Oak Brook Public Library, and the Berkeley 

Public Library.  It was our first time at both the Arlington Heights and Berkeley locations.   We 

had great turn outs for all three locations.  If you missed them no worries we have many 

more setup for October – December.  We hope to see you at a future program.  To see the 

complete list go to:  http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm#614365348.  

 

We attended the 2nd Annual Illinois Paranormal Conference  at the Veterans Memorial Hall 

in Rockford, IL on September 28th.  Our founder and lead investigator Melissa Tanner 

participated in a panel discussion with other local paranormal investigators such as Dale 

Kaczmerek and Noah Leigh, as well as author Michael Kleen.  We had a great time and can’t 

wait for the conference next year! 
 

For us this is our busiest time of the year, as well as our favorite time of year.  We wish you 

all a Happy and safe Halloween!  Don’t eat too many treats! 

 

We have a lot of interesting articles in this months issue from Day of the Dead to Video File 

Formats to Fort Mifflin to an interview with Stephen Lambert the Extreme Ghost Hunter.   If 

you are a budding author, or even an experienced one and would love to have your article in 

our newsletter, please let us know. 
 

We are always on the lookout for new cases and places to investigate, so please keep us in 

mind if you hear of anything.  That’s all for this issue but not all, by any means, for us and 

what we are up to.  To learn more go to our website (www.tntparanormal.com), check us out 

on FaceBook (https://www.facebook.com/#!/home.php?sk=group_146712678732927&ap=1), 

or Twitter (@TnTParanormal). 

Happy Halloween!!!!!! 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm
http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm
http://www.tntparanormal.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
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Paranormal “U” 

Day of the Dead 

By Barb Smith, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

The Day of the Dead (in Spanish:  Día de los Muertos) is a holiday celebrated in many parts of the world.  It is a day to pay honor and reverence 

to one’s ancestors.  The holiday is typically celebrated on November 1st and 2nd in connection with the Catholic holiday of All Saints' Day which 

takes place on November 1st and All Souls' Day which occurs on November 2nd. The belief is that death is not the end, but the beginning of a 

new stage in life. 

 

The holiday has its highest prominence in Mexico, where the celebration has ancient Aztec and Mesoamerican roots and is also a national 

holiday.  The holiday focuses on the gathering of family and friends to pray for and remember their loved ones who have died. During this time 

families usually clean and decorate the graves with offerings. The offerings range from toys for children (los angelitos, or “the little angels”) and 

tequila, mezcal, pulque, or jars of atole for adults.  Families will offer trinkets or deceased’s favorite candies on the grave. There are many 

traditions which include, building private altars or shrines at home honoring the deceased and decorating those alters with photos of their loved 

ones along with candles, sugar skulls, marigolds, and the favorite foods and beverages of the departed.  Some people believe the spirits of the 

dead eat the "spiritual essence" of the offerings of food.  Additionally, pillows and blankets are left out so that the deceased can rest after their 

long journey. In some parts of Mexico, people have picnics at graveside and spend the entire night beside the graves of their relatives.  
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Meet Boomer 

Hi everyone! We’d like to introduce you to our new team mascot, Boomer. You will start seeing him around more. Thank you to team members, 

Tracey Tanner for the original design, and Melissa Tanner for the concept. Additionally we'd like to thank, friend of the team, Melinda Messina 

for helping us create him in image format. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Paranormal “U” 

Day of the Dead 

 

The most common symbol of the holiday is the skull (in Spanish: calavera), which celebrants represent in masks, called calacas (colloquial 

term for skeleton), and foods such as sugar or chocolate skulls, which are inscribed with the name of the recipient on the forehead. Sugar skull 

gifts can be given to both the living and the dead. Other holiday foods include pan de muerto, a sweet egg bread made in various shapes from 

plain rounds to skulls and rabbits, which are often decorated with white frosting to look like twisted bones. 

 

In the early 1900’s José Guadalupe Posada, a Mexican illustrator, created a famous print of a figure he called La Calavera Catrina ("The 

Elegant Skull").  The image, to see it go to: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Posada2.Catrina.jpeg, is of a female skeleton dressed in only a 

large fancy 20th century hat.  She has now become an icon of the Mexican Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead.  

 

The origins of the Day of the Dead celebrations in Mexico can be traced back to the indigenous peoples such as the Aztec, Maya , 

P'urhépecha, Nahua, and Totonac. Rituals celebrating the lives of their ancestors have been observed by these civilizations for the last three 

thousand years. The festival that has now become the modern Day of the Dead was originally held in the ninth month of the Aztec calendar, 

about the beginning of August, and was celebrated for an entire month. The festivities were dedicated to the goddess Mictecacihuatl, known as 

the "Lady of the Dead”. This was to celebrate the end of the harvest.  Maize, kidney beans, chick-peas and pumpkins, comprised the offering to 

the Mictecacihuatl goddess.  When the Spaniards brought Christianity to Mexico, these beliefs were adapted to the Christian calendar and they 

are now celebrated November 1st and 2nd. 

 

In many countries with a Roman Catholic heritage, All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day have long been holidays where people spend the day 

remembering the deceased, by taking the day off work, going to cemeteries and placing candles and flowers on their loved ones grave. Similar 

holidays are celebrated in many parts of the world; for example, it's a public holiday (Dia de Finados) in Brazil, where many Brazilians celebrate 

by visiting cemeteries and churches. In Spain, there are festivals and parades, and the play Don Juan Tenorio is traditionally performed. Then 

at the end of the day, people gather at cemeteries and pray for their loved ones who have died. Similar observances occur throughout Asia, 

Africa, Europe and the Philippines. 

 

At first glance, the Mexican custom of El Día de los Muertos --- the Day of the Dead --- may sound much like the U.S. Custom of Halloween.   

But the customs have different origins, and their attitudes towards death are different:  In the typical, Halloween festivities, death is something 

to be feared.  But in el día de los muertos, death  --- or at least the memories of those who have died --- is something to celebrated. 

 

Additional information can be found at: 

http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Day_of_the_Dead 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Day_of_the_Dead 

http://spanish.about.com/cs/culture/a/dayofdead.htm 

http://www3.niu.edu/newsplace/nndia.html  

http://www.celebrate-day-of-the-dead.com/day-of-the-dead-facts.html  

http://wiki.answers.com/Q/10_facts_about_the_Day_of_the_Dead  
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Tools of the Trade 

Video File Formats 

By Christine Wilfinger-Free, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

There are many different kinds of video file formats out there on the web.  Deciding on which one to use can be quite confusing.  Some are 

higher quality than others, some use up less space on your computer, and some are for streaming on the internet that uses less bandwidth.  

Whichever one you choose, they all have two(2) things in common.  A Container and a Codec (short for compress/decompress) .  A Container 

is like a file cabinet.  It holds all the data, from video and audio to subtitles and chapters. A Codec is a program that compresses and 

decompresses the data (with some loss of video quality).  It also determines how to play it on your computer. Without the proper Codec, a video 

file can’t be played on your computer. The more common video file formats are: 

 

AVI (Audio Video Interlaced) 

AVI has been around for a long time (since Windows 3.1) and was developed by Microsoft. It's popularity has gone down since Microsoft 

introduced Microsoft's WMV (Windows Media Video), but there are still lots of video on the web that uses .AVI. .AVI uses less compression 

than similar formats. 

 

Sneak Peek 

In the next issue of Bumps in the Night!!!: 

• Paranormal “U” - Protection 

• Famous Haunts – Spalding Inn, Whitefield, NH 

• Tools of the Trade –  Audio File Formats 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Tools of the Trade 

Video File Formats 

 

FLV (Flash Video Format) 

FLV, or Flash, is from Adobe Systems.  It is the single most used Video format out there on the web.  Ninety-nine percent of the users have 

Adobe Player installed in their browser.  Almost all video sites stream in Flash.  Flash comes in multiple versions, with some better than others. 

The only drawback is that flash will not play on iPhones and iPads. 

 

MPEG (Motion Picture Experts Group) 

.MPEG is from an international group called Motion Picture Experts Group .  It was established in 1988 and has grown to approximately 350 

members.  It was designed to set standards regarding digital video format, however they are just one of many groups out there that are trying 

to set standards. 

 

MPEG-4 (.MP4) 

.MP4 became popular by Apple through the iTunes Store.  It can be played on Apple QuickTime and other movie players. MPEG-4 uses 

separate compression for the audio and the video tracks. 

 

Mpg Format (.mpg) 

.mpg is a common video format that was standardized by the Moving Picture Experts Group (MPEG).  It is used to create download-able 

movies, and is used on Apple QuickTime and/or Microsoft Windows Media Player. 

 

Windows Media Video(.wmv) 

.wmv  is a common format on the internet that was developed by Microsoft.  The drawback to this format is that it will not play on non-Windows 

computers, unless an extra component is installed. However, (yes, another drawback) some newer .wmv movies will not play at all on non-

window computers, and no programs have come out yet to enable the newer .wmv to play on them. 

 

3GP File Extension(.3gp) 

.3gp is used by many mobile phones.  It is both an audio and video file format, and is most commonly used to capture video from your cell 

phone and to place it on the internet.  It can be played in Apple QuickTime Player, RealNetworks RealPlayer, Mplayer, MIKSOFT Mobile 3GP 

Converter for Windows, and VideoLAN VLC Media Payer.  It can be played on both the Windows and the Mac computers. 

 

There are many, many other video file formats out there on the internet.  

 

The one thing that I must say, is that the highest quality video format is going to be the format that you captured the video in.  Whether it be on 

your phone or on a video camera or any other source. While they do not degrade in quality when copied, they do however, degrade every time 

they are compressed and uncompressed.  So, always keep the originals in the original format somewhere on your computer. 

The world of technology is forever changing and so are the video file formats.  They go in an out of style and are forever changing.  What is 

popular today may be out dated by tomorrow. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Stephen is co-owner of Extreme Ghost Hunting Limited and EGH Media. Based in the North East of England he likes nothing better than 

researching and spending the night alone in haunted locations. Peoples Book Prize finalist as co-author on The Psychic Biker Meets The 

Extreme Ghost Hunter. Producer and host of on-line radio shows as part of the EGH Media Network. Find out more about him at 

www.extremeghosthunting.com and www.eghmedia.com.  

  

1) Tell our readers a little bit about you and the role you serve in the field of the paranormal?   

I am from Blyth, Northumberland in the North East of England. I have been involved in the paranormal for well over a decade as part of 

groups, individually and now with The Psychic Biker, Paul Green. I wouldn’t profess to be an expert in the paranormal but have a lot of 

experience. I prefer more to be involved in research and history and getting this research out into the public eye via TV, publication and our 

on-line radio shows. Hopefully this is done in a way that people will enjoy and can take something from it.  

 

2) How long have you been interested in the paranormal and what sparked that interest?     

I have been interested in all things paranormal from a young age. My father’s love of horror films I think was the initial catalyst to set me on 

the way to where I am now. 

 

3) What makes you and/or your team different from others in the field? 

I don’t see us as different apart from the big biker guy with tattoos that follows me around. I was only joking there but on a serious note we 

The following question(s) was/were submitted by our readers, by our online subscribers, or at events.  

Why do most paranormal teams conduct their investigations at night? 

There are several reasons for this, but here are some of our reasons for night time investigations. 

 

Some investigators think that investigating in the dark heightens their other senses.  When the use of sight is diminished, or taken away, it 

forces one to rely more on their hearing, sense of smell and touch.  Your body is the best tool you have on an investigation.  USE IT! 

 

We use infrared lights on our cameras for video data gathering.  It is believed that the energy an anomaly gives off shows up best with an 

infrared light in the dark.   

 

We also try to capture audio data.  Conducting investigations at night generally cuts down on outside noises such as traffic and children playing 

in the neighborhood.  

 

We are a volunteer team.  Almost everyone has a day job on the team and this is usually the only time we have to investigate. 

 

These are some of the reasons many teams investigate at night. 

 

- Kerri Spillers, Investigator and Social Media Coordinator 

Ask TnT Paranormal 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.extremeghosthunting.com/
http://www.eghmedia.com/
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TnT Paranormal Asks Stephen Lambert, Extreme Ghost Hunter 

 

do things our own way and don’t impress on anyone that it is the way things should be done. We rely a great deal on my research, Paul’s 

abilities and what we call the Mark One Human. The best bit of equipment we believe is the person themselves.  

 

4)  What do you believe is the most common mistake paranormal investigators make? How can they correct that mistake? 

Again I think it is wrong of me to say somebody is doing something wrong when I don’t believe there is a right or wrong way. I just want 

people to be respectful in the work they do and the way they carry it out.  

 

5) In your career in the paranormal have you ever had someone bring up a phenomenon or unusual experience that you had never 

heard of before?    

I get emails and pictures sent to me all the time. Sometimes it is very hard to determine what the person has experienced or has caught on 

camera because I was not there when it happened. I think the only thing I get lost with is all this new equipment that is out there. As 

mentioned earlier we have stayed away from all this equipment but me being a closet techy I love the stuff guys from other groups bring to 

events.  

 

6)  Any advice for a new investigator getting into the field of the paranormal?     

For any new investigators I think the best bits of advice are to read a lot then read some more, be respectful at all times to the living and the 

dead, lots of research and most of all enjoy what you do.  

 

7)  What do you believe is the best tool a paranormal investigator can use during an  

investigation?     

The best tool you can use as I mentioned earlier is yourself.  

 

8) What is your favorite place/location to investigate?     

My favourite place to investigate is Kielder Castle in Northumberland, England. 

 

9)  Have you ever had a paranormal experience that “changed” you in some way? Either for the positive or the negative. 

I had one experience at Brougham Hall, Cumbria in England which has made me more vigilant. To cut a long story short I ended up in a 

wooded area by myself and for want of a better word was impressed upon by spirit. My face changed apparently, I was crying and was in a 

foul mood for about two weeks. With the help of Paul I was able to ‘cleanse’ myself. Before all events now I always perform a simple 

grounding ritual to help protect me. 

 

10) How can our readers contact you to learn more about you and the work you do in the field of the paranormal?   

There are lots of ways for people to get in touch. Our website is www.extremeghosthunting.com. The best way is probably through our 

Facebook page www.facebook.com/extremeghosthunting or you can email me at stephen@extremeghosthunting.com. 

 

We at TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC want to thank Stephen Lambert for the interview.   We are honored to call him our colleague 

and friend. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.extremeghosthunting.com/
http://www.facebook.com/extremeghosthunting
mailto:stephen@extremeghosthunting.com
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Basement of the Dead Meet and Greet 

TnT Paranormal Photos 

Pinhead Jeffrey Lanes Investigation 

Paranormal Lecture Series – Antioch Public Library 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Holy moly, bat! 

Boiler Room 

Bill in Basement 

Melissa in Boiler Room 

Evil Intentions Investigation 

Former casket  company 

Ticket Area 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Famous Haunts 

Fort Mifflin, PA (Philadelphia, PA) 

Website: www.fortmifflin.us 

Construction of historic, Fort Mifflin was started in 1771 on the island known as Mud Island.  The fort, originally called Fort Island Battery, is 

located on the Delaware River sitting below Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  The fort is named after Thomas Mifflin, Pennsylvania’s first governor. 

 

During the American Revolution, Fort Mifflin played an important role.  The men of Fort Mifflin were able to hold off the British army, allowing 

George Washington and his troops, the time needed to reach their winter quarters of Valley Forge.  Thus allowing the troops the opportunity to 

rebuild their strength and confidence.  The 400 sick, cold and hungry men of Fort Mifflin refused to give up and fought until they could fight no 

more.   

 

In November of 1777, the British, needing to get supplies to their troops in Philadelphia, moved up the Delaware River.  Loaded with 158 

cannons, three British ships on the Delaware River and three more British ships, containing 51 cannons, to the east bombarded Fort Mifflin.  

According to reports, at one time over 1000 cannon balls were fired at the fort. 

 

During the night of November 15, 1777, Major Simeon Thayer and all but forty of his men, evacuated Fort Mifflin, quietly rowing toward Fort 

Mercer.  The forty men that stayed behind set the fort on fire crossed the Delaware to New Jersey.  Although the fort was on fire, the American 

flag was flying high. 

 

In 1794 the American Army started the process of rebuilding the fort.  During the American Civil War the fort was used to hold prisoners.  In 

1962 the fort was turned over to the City of Philadelphia and historic preservation was started. 

 

Not only is Fort Mifflin a historic location but it is also said to be a haunted location.  Some of the tales of ghosts are that of the “Screaming 

Woman” .  This is said to be the ghost of Elizabeth Pratt, the wife an officer who took her own life after losing her daughter to typhoid fever.  It is 

believed that she and her daughter were arguing over her daughter’s desire to marry an enlisted man.  The argument was not resolved when 

her daughter died and Elizabeth was so distraught that she hung herself from the second story balcony.  It is believed that she was screaming 

as she fell, hence the name “Screaming Woman”   

 

Also said to haunt the fort is a blacksmith known as Jacob.  Jacob’s Commandant’s orders were to keep the door of the blacksmith shop closed.  

However, Jacob was always getting in trouble for wanting to keep it open.  It is believed that Jacob still haunts the blacksmith shop and 

continues to try to keep the door open. 

 

There is also the ghost that haunts Casemate 5.  This perhaps is the most famous ghost.  It is believed to be the faceless spirit of William Howe, 

the only man ever hung at Fort Mifflin.  It is said that his energy remains in Casemate 5 and that he doesn’t like blondes. 

 

For more information on Fort Mifflin, you can visit their website at www.fortmifflin.us.  Their website contains information about upcoming events,  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.fortmifflin.us/
http://www.fortmifflin.us/
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Name this Haunted Location 

Do you know the name of this haunted location?   Email us with your guess at info@tntparanormal.com.  

Last months Name this Haunted 

Location was the Whispers Estate in 

Mitchell, IN. 

Famous Haunts 

Fort Mifflin 

 

educational programs, paranormal programs, site rental and much more.  

 

Additional information can be found at: 

 www.fortmifflin.us      

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Mifflin   

 http://ghostchaser.hubpages.com/hub/The-Ghosts-of-Fort-Mifflin 

 https://festival.hiddencityphila.org/sites/7 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
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We have TnT Paranormal t-shirts.  Place 

your order today at: 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webst

ore/  

Seeking Team Members and 

Consultants 

We are seeking team members for the following positions:  Part Time 

Investigator, Case Manager, and Data Reviewer.  All members are 

volunteers and must be 18 years of age or older.  No member 

receives any compensation for their participation.   All team members 

are required to meet certain obligations to the team. If you are serious 

about paranormal investigation and research and we sound like a 

team you would like to pursue a membership with go to 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/seekingnewteammembers.htm to learn 

more. 

 

We are also looking for professionals from various fields to act as 

consultants on cases, such as: pharmacists, meteorologists, clergy, 

shaman, historians, and people in the medical field. If you are in one 

of these fields and would like to assist a paranormal team please 

email us at info@tntparanormal.com . 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webstore/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webstore/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/seekingnewteammembers.htm
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
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Paranormal Talk with Rev. Kathy 

Dancing With the Dead 

Contributed By Rev. Kathy Houck, Independent Paranormal Investigations Research Consultant 

Here we are again in October, the time of year when the trees turn golden and the light of day fades. Halloween (All Hallows Eve) comes at the 

end of the month intersecting with the traditions of Samhain (pronounced sauin or sawin) a Gaelic festival denoting the end of the harvest and the 

beginning of the longer, darker days of the year and All Saints day (or All Souls Day) which is observed in Christianity. Traditionally no matter 

what the name of the day, the dead are honored from sundown on October 31st until sundown on November 1st. It is a time to remember those 

who have passed before us. 

 

The veil is thin during this time. Possibly it is because our relatives and friends on the other side know that we hold them in remembrance. It 

could be due to the Earths own energies as it prepares itself to sleep for a season. No matter the reason, it seems that an abundance of 

paranormal activity occurs around this date. Empty and abandoned houses seem to come alive with signs of life. Oh wait, that would be the very 

much alive intruders hoping to catch a glimpse of some ghostly apparition inside. Yes, this is the one night  that more amateur ghost hunters take 

it upon themselves to trespass into uncharted (sometimes heavily traveled) reported paranormal hotspots. More than any other night of the year, 

countless people justify breaking and entering in order to experience a ghost.  

 

Abandoned houses and buildings are boarded up for reasons; such as high levels of asbestos, weak, unsafe or even missing floors or stairwells. 

Still the people come and they enter. Sometimes they have fun and even get a frightful chill. Sometimes they are caught and arrested. 

Sometimes, they fall through a floor and die.  

 

I am by no means trying to make a mockery of accidental deaths that have in fact occurred in such ways. The truth is though, it can hardly be an 

accident when you know the risks and still proceed. Trespassing is a crime that no paranormal investigator worth their weight in their teams’ 

electronics would ever condone and it is a crime that sometimes comes at the ultimate price.  

 

I suggest those interested in paying their respects to the dearly departed, stay home and light a candle in their loved ones honor. Cherish their 

memories and live to make future memories with those who love you dearly. For those who seek more thrills and chills, there are pay-to-enter 

spooky haunted attractions and trick or treating with the children to enjoy this dark holiday and walk with the goblins and ghouls. Whatever you 

call the day and however you choose to celebrate it do so by making safe choices. Never, ever trespass.  

 

Happy Halloween!  (…and somebody please pass the candy corn.) 
 

October 2013 Issue 
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Paranormal U 

Trespassing – Should not be taken lightly 

by Melissa A. Tanner, TnT Paranormal Investigators and Angela Sangster 

from January 2011 Issue 

 

One of the basic rules for TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC is that we will NOT trespass for any reason. For every case we work, whether it is 

a client or a popular haunted location, we have permission, from the owner and/or tenant, to be there and to conduct the investigation.  In fact 

we get that permission in writing. We will not break that rule ever, for any reason.  

 

Some might ask “Why?” or “What’s the harm?” or “No one lives there anyway, so what’s the big deal?”. To us (and other reputable investigators 

in this field) it is a HUGE deal.  Here are some reasons why:  

 

All property and buildings / houses are owned by someone, even the vacant ones. If you do not have permission to go into a house or building 

or even to be on the property you are trespassing. A trespassing sign does not need to be visible for trespassing to occur. Trespassing is a 

crime and is punishable by law (we’ll get into that later on).  Nothing will ruin a paranormal investigators career faster than a trespassing charge 

on your record.  

 

Cemeteries are usually only open during certain hours of the day (typically during daylight hours).  Entering a cemetery after hours is 

trespassing.  

 

There is a term in the paranormal field called “Creeping” that means that the person does not have permission to be in a location, but ignores 

that fact and investigates anyway. Creeping is the same thing as trespassing.  I’m sure for some there is a thrill with creeping, but for us 

professionals it is a disgrace to the field.  

 

There are many dangers and safety factors that are present when entering a location that you are not familiar with.  See below for details on 

those factors. We do not want to put ourselves or the team in danger, whether it is immediate or life threatening.  

It’s just wrong.  Period.  

 

 

Criminal Charges 

Checking out old, abandoned homes that have legends of hauntings can be very tempting, and it seems like harmless fun to just take a "quick 

look around". However, if permission hasn't been given to be there, that quick look around just may involve trouble with the law!  Penalties for 

trespassing vary by state and all have laws in place for being on private property without permission.  In most places, trespassing is a Class A 

misdemeanor with possibility of fines (up to $2500 in Illinois), as much as two years’ probation, and up to a year in jail. Vandalizing the property 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Trespassing – Should not be taking lightly 

 

(which includes leaving tire marks from a car) will increase the severity of any charges brought, and more than $500.00 damage could result in 

a felony conviction.  Potential paranormal investigators can ruin their chances of ever getting on a good team or being taken seriously if they 

disregard the law. 

 

Many people mean no harm when exploring property that is abandoned, and in a lot of cases, the parties may not even be aware that they are 

legally trespassing.  Whether a sign is visible or not, it is better not to take the chance.  In Illinois, if there is a "no trespassing" sign anywhere 

on the property, a person could be arrested even if they didn't see the sign.  In other words, ignorance of the violation is not a defense.  To be 

safe, it is always best to get permission in writing from the owner of the property. 

 

 

Dangers and Safety Factors  

Climbing around an abandoned property presents many dangers other than the legal consequences.  Hazards like the ones listed below need 

special consideration, as they are life threatening.  Walking through an old building can bring exposure to toxins and rotting floors can give 

way, in some cases causing severe injury and death.  These are some potential risk factors in exploring buildings that have been abandoned 

for any length of time. 

 

Animals – Wild animals will often take refuge in an old abandoned farmhouse or barn, and this presents many dangers.  These animals feel 

threatened around humans and may attack, causing a risk for rabies or serious infection.  There is also the factor of the urine and feces they 

leave behind, which is another potential health risk.  

 

Asbestos – Many construction materials, especially older ones, contain naturally occurring heat resistant mineral fibers called 

asbestos.  When disturbed, particles from these fibers become airborne; this in turn causes anyone in the immediate area to breathe them 

in.  Exposure to asbestos can cause scar tissue in the lining of the lungs as well as lung cancer.  

 

Broken Glass and Construction –Most abandoned property is just that..abandoned.  Time and the elements start to wear down foundations 

and construction and windows get broken out from people trying to get in.  Serious injury can happen when flooring gives way or when walls 

and ceilings collapse.  Exploring a crumbling old building alone is even more dangerous, as it can be a long time before help arrives.  

 

Health - The health risks of exploring abandoned property vary depending on the type of location.  Old factories could possibly have toxic 

chemicals such as radon and an abandoned mine or quarry may have gasses such as carbon monoxide and hydrogen sulfide.  Exposure to 

high EMF's which could be around the area or underground  can cause headaches, nausea, skin rashes, and in severe cases, cancer.  The 

fact that these hazards can't be seen with the naked eye makes them all the more dangerous and in some cases deadly. 

 

 

Real Life Example 

While researching this article we found a related newspaper article from the Toronto Sun that is a real life example of why trespassing is 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Paranormal or Not? 

Answer from the previous issue: 

Answer will be provided in next month’s issue. 

The picture above was taken on 6/21/2013 during an investigation in 

Rockford, IL. The picture is also blurry, but the one before it was not.  

The blue orb is more than likely an airborne particle. 

The picture above was taken at the Evil Intentions investigation on 

8/3.  What do you make of this? 
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Trespassing – Should not be taking lightly 

 

dangerous.  In September of 2009 a 29 year old woman fell from the roof of a University of Toronto building and died from the injuries 

sustained during the fall. The woman and several other individuals, none of which were students of the school, had trespassed into the building 

for what authorities believed was a ‘ghost hunting adventure’.  The building is the site of an unsolved murder from 2001.  (Article:   Woman falls 

to death 'ghost-hunting' in Toronto, By DON PEAT, SUN MEDIA, The Toronto Sun , September 10, 2009, Original Article: 

http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/Canada/2009/09/10/10818851-sun.html) 

 

As you can see from this newspaper article it can be very, very dangerous and even deadly to trespass for the sake of Ghost Hunting and/or 

Paranormal Investigating.   It would not be good for your family to receive a call that you were arrested, or worse yet died, while thrill seeking. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/Canada/2009/09/10/10818851-sun.html
http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/Canada/2009/09/10/10818851-sun.html
http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/Canada/2009/09/10/10818851-sun.html
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The TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC team will be at Frightmare Haunted Attraction on 10/12.  Come out to one of 

Chicagoland's coolest and best haunted attractions and meet the team and take a tour of the attraction.  

Please note there is admission to the haunted house, but not to meet the team.  
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From the Paranormal Store 

By Troy Taylor (Author), Mark Sceurman (Author), Mark Moran (Foreword). 

 

ISBN:0-7607-5943-X 

 

WEIRD ILLINOIS  

Weird Illinois travels the back roads of the state in search of unwritten history, modern folklore, ghosts, abandoned 

places, roadside oddities, bizarre beasts, mysterious places and more. While I am best known for chronicling the 

ghosts of Illinois, that's only part of what can be found here. In some cases, these accounts of fabled places and 

bizarre people will not involve ghosts at all but are such a part of the unusual past and weird present of the state 

that they had to be included here! 

By Michelle Belanger 

ISBN-10: 073871870X; ISBN-13: 978-0738718705  

The Ghost Hunter's Survival Guide: Protection Techniques for Encounters With The Paranormal  

You'll get straightforward instruction on arming yourself with an array of essential techniques: 

• Perform psychic cleansings  

• Remove attachments  

• Protect dreams and Shield spaces  

• Ward to protect a home  

• Remove and bind spirits  

• Cope with spirit possession  

Paranormal Investigations - Thinking Outside the Box  
 
Tips, tricks and tactics that the Clarksville Ghost Hunters bring to their investigations in their pursuit to assist clients with their 

particular situations involving ghostly phenomena. There aren't any high tech gadgets one will need to buy and use to benefit 

from what's inside. We've spoke with investigators, some of which have been in the field for over 20 years, and they really 

enjoyed the "left field" approach to the author's way of thinking and problem solving. Readers should know that this book is not 

for the beginning paranormal investigator. Those who are just starting out should in the field should spend more time on the 

basics and do as much research as they can (including networking with others who have lots of experience and field time) before 

applying the techniques and information inside.  

Author:  Paul Browning 

http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/paranormal-investigations---thinking-outside-the-box/5483780 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/images/076075943X/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=283155&s=books
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/paranormal-investigations---thinking-outside-the-box/5483780
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/paranormal-investigations---thinking-outside-the-box/5483780
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/paranormal-investigations---thinking-outside-the-box/5483780
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/paranormal-investigations---thinking-outside-the-box/5483780
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/paranormal-investigations---thinking-outside-the-box/5483780
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/paranormal-investigations---thinking-outside-the-box/5483780
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/paranormal-investigations---thinking-outside-the-box/5483780
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The TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC team will be at Basement of the Dead on the following dates:  10/5, and 

10/20.  Come out to one of Chicagoland's coolest and best haunted attractions and meet the team and take a 

tour of the basement.  Please note there is admission to the haunted house, but not to meet the team.  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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AMT Counseling Management 

Services 
Ages 2 through Adulthood 

Contact us: 

 

1859 Black Rd. 

Joliet, IL 60435 

Phone:  815-730-8900  

Email:  amtcounseling@yahoo.com 

  Services offered 

ADHD   Anger Management 

Anxiety   Asperger's Syndrome 

Autism   Depression 

Domestic Violence Family 

Grief and Loss  Marriage 

PTSD   Sexual Abuse 

And much more 
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Events 

Investigator Spotlight 

Kerri Spillers 

Investigator and Social Media Coordinator 

Kerri grew up in Crete and now resides in Park Forest with her 

husband Dave and sons.  She has a BA in Psychology and has 

worked as a case manager in the mental health field.  Kerri is 

currently a stay at home mom raising her fours sons.  Her hobbies 

include physical fitness, spinning classes, dancing, reading, and 

spending time with her family.  Over the years, Kerri has had a few 

"unexplainable" experiences which sparked her curiosity with the 

paranormal.  With the help of the paranormal shows her curiosity 

turned into wanting to be on a team to try and find what is out 

there.  She is looking forward to learning all the "ins and outs" of 

paranormal investigating and getting a chance to work with a 

paranormal team. 

Local Events: 

• Oct 4 and 5 - Chicago Ghost Conference 5; 

http://www.chicagohauntings.com/conference.html  

• Oct 3 at 7P – Franklin Park Public Library (102) 

• Oct 4 at 7P – Statesville Haunted Prison (Crest Hill) 

• Oct 5 at 1P – Downers Grove Park District (101) 

• Oct 5 at 7P – Basement of the Dead Haunted House (Aurora) 

• Oct 11 at 7P – Frankfort Park District (101) 

• Oct 11 at 7P – Statesville Haunted Prison (Crest Hill) 

• Oct 12 at 1P – New Lenox Public Library (101) 

• Oct 12 at 7P – Frightmare Haunted House (Burbank) 

• Oct 12 at 7P – Lombard Jaycees Haunted House (Lombard) 

• Oct 17 at 7P – Lemont Public Library (101) 

• Oct 19 at 1P – Steger Public Library (102) 

• Oct 20 at 7P – Basement of the Dead Haunted House (Aurora) 

• Oct 26 at 7P – Statesville Haunted Prison (Crest Hill) 

• Oct 27  at 7P – Statesville Haunted Prison (Crest Hill) 

• Oct 24 at 7P – White Oak – Romeoville Branch Public Library (102) 

• Oct 29 at 7P – Prospect Heights Public Library (101) 

• Nov 1 at 7P – Tinker Swiss Cottage and Gardens Paranormal Tour 

and 101 program.  NOTE:  This event has a fee.  

• Nov 7 at 7P -  Glen Ellyn Public Library (101) 

• Nov 9 at 7P - Gage Park Branch - Chicago Public Library (101) 

• Nov 14 at 7P -  Thomas Ford Memorial Library, Western Springs 

(101) 

• Dec 14 at 1PM – Chicago Public Library – McKinley Park Branch 

(102)  

 

Unless otherwise noted all of the above events are FREE to the 

public.  We are adding new events all the time, so please keep 

checking the updated list:   http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.chicagohauntings.com/conference.html
http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm

