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TnT Paranormal Happenings
May came and went and now June is upon us. That means the start of summer and finally
warmer weather. We are sure you’re as excited about this as we are. We are now about 50
days away from the paravan trip across the Midwest. This trip is like a trip to Disney World to
us. Being able to investigate four (4) locations in five (5) days is an awesome adventure; we
are so excited we can hardly wait.

Paranormal or Not?
In May we added more locations to the 2013 Paranormal Lecture Series. We will now be at

TnT Paranormal Asks
What’s on your mind

the Cicero, Thomas Ford, and Chicago-Gage Park libraries over the next few months. We
have many more lecture dates scheduled this year; to learn more information, please go to
our Events page: http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm#614365348.

Ask TnT Paranormal
In May we also were interviewed for several radio shows and podcasts. To listen to them

Upcoming Events

and/or find out more information, please go to our Media page:
http://www.tntparanormal.com/media.htm.

At TnT Paranormal
Investigators LLC our primary
mission is to help the client
with their paranormal
concerns. We research the
background of the property,
gather data during an onsite
investigation, review that data
to determine if any paranormal
data was captured, and
provide the client with a report
of our findings. We also use
this time to educate our clients
on the paranormal field and
helping to ease their fears.

We spent time this past month training our new team members, interviewing possible new
members, and adding new members to the team. We are also looking for professionals from
various fields to act as consultants on cases, such as: pharmacists, meteorologists, clergy,
shaman, historians, and people in the medical field. If you are in one of these fields and
would like to assist a paranormal team please email us at info@tntparanormal.com. If you
want to learn more about membership with us please go to:
http://www.tntparanormal.com/seekingnewteammembers.htm.
We have a lot of interesting articles in this months issue from Power of the Moon to Famous
Haunt Raven’s Grin Inn to an interview with Nik Kousoulas to Humidity Sensors. If you are
a budding author, or even an experienced one and would love to have your article in our
newsletter, please let us know.
We are always on the lookout for new cases and places to investigate, so please keep us in

We would love to assist you
with your paranormal needs. If
you would like to know more
about our services, ask us
questions, or to request an
investigation please go to
www.tntparanormal.com.

www.tntparanormal.com

mind if you hear of anything. That’s all for this issue but not all, by any means, for us and
what we are up to. To learn more go to our website (www.tntparanormal.com), check us out
on FaceBook (https://www.facebook.com/#!/home.php?sk=group_146712678732927&ap=1),
or Twitter (@TnTParanormal).
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Paranormal “U”
Power of the Moon
By Tom Dziekan, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC
The moon has played a significant and mystical role for humans since recorded time. The Moon and Sun are the largest objects in the sky so
it’s no wonder that humans have been amazed by them since the beginning of time. Many ancient cultures worshiped the moon and associated
them with gods and goddesses. The Greek moon goddess was Artemis, the Roman moon goddess was Diana, the Mayan moon goddess was
Khonsu, and the Aztec moon goddess was Coyolxauhqui. The list goes on and on for many other ancient cultures. The moon has power and
has scientifically proven effects on the earth. The moon has phases as it rotates around the earth. The full moon is definitely the most popular
phase. The full moon has been given many names depending on what month or year it appears. The full moon has been linked to paranormal
activity and is associated with common folklore and myth. This article will help explain the many topics related to the moon.

Phases of the Moon

source: http://www.calculatorcat.com/moon_phases/moon_phases.phtml

The moon orbits around the earth and different parts of the moon become illuminated depending its angle between the earth and sun. The
changing shape of the bright part of the moon that we see is called its phase. Some nights you may see a full moon, a crescent moon, a half
moon, or no moon at all. The moon is illuminated because it reflects the light from the sun. The part of the moon facing the sun is lit up. The part
of the moon facing away from the sun is dark. When the sun and moon are on opposite sides of the earth, the moon is full. W hen the moon is
between the earth and the sun, the moon is dark (new moon). In between the full and new moon, the illuminated moon’s surface appears to get
larger (waxing) and then after the full moon, it appears to get smaller (waning). It takes about 29.5 days to cycle through all 8 phases. This is
known as a lunar month. If you are having a hard time comprehending how the position of the sun, moon and earth relate to the phase of the
moon you can click the following link for a very good graphic: http://www.lunarland.com/phases-of-the-moon .

Oceanic Tides
The moon is so powerful that it works to create tides in the earth's oceans. This is due to the gravitational pull of the moon. The moon has more
than twice as much gravitational force on earth than the sun does. The ocean on the side of earth facing the moon gets pulled toward the moon
more than does the center of the planet. This creates a high tide. Another high tide occurs on the other side of the earth because the center of
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Earth is being pulled toward the moon more than the ocean on the far side of the earth. This gravitational effect of the moon basically pulls

the ocean away from earth. The moon's pull is constant and it’s the rotation of the Earth that causes different areas to experience high and
low tides.

Full Moon Names
The Farmers' Almanac began to publish full moon names in the 1930s. The full moons associated with each month were given names that
were influenced by Native American Indian culture. The names have changed over the years but here is a list of the current full moon names
from the Farmer’s Almanac:
January: Wolf Moon

April: Pink Moon

July: Thunder Moon

October: Hunter's Moon

February: Snow Moon

May: Flower Moon

August: Sturgeon Moon

November: Beaver Moon

March: Worm Moon

June: Strawberry Moon

September: Harvest Moon

December: Cold Moon

You can learn more about full moon names and how they got their names by clicking on the following link:
http://www.farmersalmanac.com/full-moon-names/ .

You may have also heard the term Blue Moon. The Blue Moon is actually not a Blue Moon at all. It is called a Blue Moon because it is a rare
event. This gave rise to the phrase, “Once in a Blue Moon”. Each calendar year contains roughly 11 days more than the number of days in
12 lunar cycles. The extra days add up so that every two or three years there is an extra full moon. This extra moon will fall in one of the four
seasons. Therefore that season will have four full moons instead of the usual three. This extra moon is called a Blue Moon.

Common Folklore / Myths
Now for some folklore and myths related to the moon. This is by no means a complete list but some of the more popular folklores and myths
you may have heard over the years. I categorize these as folklore and myths because none of them can be scientifically proven.

•

Some theorize that blood responds to the gravitational pull of the moon. Therefore, some believe that surgery is unwise during a full
moon because of the increased risk of bleeding.

•

The body consists of 70% to 80% water. So just as the moon affect the tides, it creates a pull on the water within of our body, and we
feel this as emotions. Therefore, during a full moon is it said that people who suffer mental imbalances are affected. This results in
higher suicides rates, crime rates, and admittances to psychiatric hospitals during full moons.

•

There are more births around a full moon than any other time of the month.

•

Sleeping in moonlight was once said to be dangerous because it led to lunacy. The word lunacy is derived from the moon which means
madness.

•

It is thought that animals are more restless and unruly during a full moon.
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•

Full moons are traditionally associated with temporary insomnia and seizures

•

Werewolves come out during full moons. This story dates back to the ancient Greeks and alleges that a cursed human shape-shifts into
a wolf during a full moon.

Paranormal Activity
The moon has always been associated with the paranormal. So when is the best time for paranormal investigations? The common belief is
that a full moon is the most favorable time for paranormal investigations. Others believe the best time to experience paranormal activity is
two or three days before or after the full moon and new moon. Why? No one can say for sure. One theory about investigating during a full
moon is an increased gravitational pull on the earth from a full moon. This extra energy could cause an increase in paranormal activity.
Paranormal investigators should always make note of the moon phase during a paranormal investigation. Over time, you can look back on
data collected from paranormal investigations and take note if you have an increase in data collected during certain phases of the moon.
You can determine the current phase of the moon by clicking this link: http://www.calculatorcat.com/moon_phases/phasenow.php

References
Moon phases explained: http://www.moonconnection.com/moon_phases.phtml
Farmers Almanac full moon names: http://www.farmersalmanac.com/full-moon-dates-and-times/
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Tools of the Trade
Humidity Sensors
By Bill Krempp, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC

Paranormal field investigators theorize that in addition to magnetic and temperature fluctuations that may occur as the result of an entity
drawing energy from the environment, that the surrounding humidity may also deviate. These slight changes can be measured using a humidity
sensing device know as a hygrometer.

Common Terms:
Absolute humidity - Amount of actual water vapor per unit volume of air (grams per cubic meter).
Relative humidity - The ratio (%) of water vapor in the air-water mixture to the saturated vapor pressure of water at those conditions.
The relative humidity of air is a function of both its water content and temperature.
Dew Point – Temperature at which air is 100% saturated with water vapor.
Heat Index - Combines relative humidity and air temperature to estimate a human-perceived equivalent temperature. Humidity hinders
the evaporation of perspiration from the skin
As we dive into the topic, we first need to define what humidity really is, and how it’s measured. Humidity is simply a measurement of the
amount of water vapor in the air, but direct humidity measurement is actually not that easy since relative humidity is a function of both moisture
content and temperature, so slight temperature variations will skew the relative humidity readings. Some of the cheaper (metal-paper coil type)
hygrometers are only accurate to within 10%. Electronic hygrometers are typically Resistive or Capacitive type sensors ‘can be’ more accurate
but more expensive.

Fun Facts:
Clouds - You can tell how high the bottom of the clouds are by (((temperature - dewpoint) / 4.5) * 1000), so if Temp=70F &
DewPoint=61F: the cloud base will be 2000’ up. If Temp=80F & DewPoint=80F, you will be in VERY dense fog since the base will be
at ground level.
Antarctica - Despite being surrounded by lots and lots of frozen water, the humidity at Antarctica is almost zero (actually 0.03%) but a
high relative humidity because the very cold air can hold very little water vapor.
Sticky City - The US city with the highest average relative humidity (at 83%) is Forks, WA which is now famous as the setting of the
Twilight series vampire books and movies.

A hygrometer can be found in most sporting or electronics stores with prices typically in the $5 - $100 range. There are multiple types available
to include mechanical and electrical type devices which both offer a wide spectrum of accuracies. Choose one with an accuracy of ±5% or
better, fits your budget, easy to use and calibrate (if needed), and fairly quick responding.
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To properly use humidity measurement as part of a paranormal investigation:

1) Check weather conditions slightly before, and directly after the investigation to note nearby weather fronts, which will naturally (and
sometimes fairly quickly) change the temperatures and humidity.
2) Take and record baseline readings in several location of the building/area being investigated. This operation can be done as part of
the baseline grid pattern sweep along with the EMF and other reading.
3) Note the locations of open doors, open windows, running fans, forced air furnace/AC/ventilation systems that can slightly change

temperature in closed spaces during the investigation that will indirectly impact relative humidity reading.
4) If same location variations are detected during the investigation, note the reading along with any other instrument variations (e.g.
EMF, temperature, and/or noise/light anomalies) that can be used later to support the data and/or experience.

Good reference:

http://forecast.weather.gov - Enter your zipcode for current Humidity and DewPoint conditions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hygrometer
http://www.wunderground.com/ - Current and historic weather information

Hobo and Pyle Data Loggers

Weather Underground
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Ask TnT Paranormal
The following question(s) was/were submitted by our readers, by our online subscribers, or at events.
What do I do if my house is haunted?
There are many different opinions on whether or not “ghosts” exist. Whether you’re a skeptic, a believer or non-believer, some people have
things happening in their home, at their workplace or on their land that cannot be explained. If these strange things keep happening to the
point that they can no longer be ignored, you may ask yourself “Is my house haunted”? At that point you may want to give TnT Paranormal a
call (shameless plug) to investigate FOR FREE to see if any data may be captured.
Now, the paranormal investigators investigated your house and during the reveal had some data which could not be explained. Granted, you
don’t have to have an investigation done on your house to do these things if you suspect that your house is haunted. You may ask yourself
“What do I do if my house is haunted? Good question. Here are some of the things we have come up with for you to do if you suspect your
home is haunted.
As the homeowner, or person living within that residence, you have the right to ask whatever is in your house to leave. If you want that energy
to go, be firm and say out loud that this is your home now and it is not welcome there and to please leave. Sometimes, however this is not
enough to get whatever it is to leave. Here are some other ways of clearing your house, business or land.
The most common form of cleansing a home of unwanted energy is known as smudging or saging. When you smudge/sage your home or
workspace, you start with having a prayer or thought of getting rid of this energy. You will need a small bundle of sage and light it on fire. Once
the fire is lit, blow out the fire. The smoke is what you need to clear out the unwanted energy. You should go around your home with your
specific prayer or thought of getting the energy to leave while waving the smoke throughout the house. Pay special attention to the corners of
the rooms since energy tends to get trapped there. Smudging began as a Native American ritual. If you need help, you may ask the help of a
shaman (A Native American medicine man). A paranormal team may be able to help put you in touch with one if needed.
If this does not work to rid your home of unwanted energy, you may ask for help from your church or clergy. Your pastor or priest may come to
your home and bless it for you. He or she may use holy water much in the same way you would use the sage. This has also been known to
lessen negative energy. A paranormal team may have ties to a clergy person who may be willing to assist in helping you.
I hope this helps some of you who may be hesitant to contact a paranormal team for advice. Please know you are NOT alone and we are here
to help if you should need it. 

Resources:
http://www.spiritdiscovery.com/smudge.shtml
http://www.mamaandbabylove.com/2011/06/15/how-to-sage-your-house/

-

Kerri Spillers, Investigator and Social Media Coordinator
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TnT Paranormal Asks Nik Kousoulas
Nik Kousoulas is the founder and director of DeKalb County Paranormal Society (DCPS). He has studied the paranormal since he was a kid;
roughly for 17 or 18 years. Back in 2008 he met up with other like minded people and formed DCPS. One of their first investigations was
Waverly Hills Sanatorium in Louisville, KY. After about two (2) years of being in the field, DCPS was lucky to find and rent a building at Manteno
State Hospital in Manteno, IL. Nik spent a year studying on weekends at the building. During his time at Manteno he filmed with Travel Channel
for their show: Most Terrifying Places in America 4. DCPS had a blast doing it. After that he spent time working with other teams in the field
learning new techniques and teaching some of his own. Recently, he has started a Crypto Biological division of DCPS. It's in the beginning
stages, but the team is gearing up and is starting to schedule trips.

1)

Tell our readers a little bit about you and the role you serve in the field of the paranormal?
I started DCPS back in 2007 with my wife and some friends. Right now I serve more of a leadership and consultant role on my team than
an actual investigator. I'm working on a cryptozoology division with my wife Kristy and letting my team handle the ghosts.

2)

How long have you been interested in the paranormal and what sparked that interest?
I've been interested in the paranormal pretty much my whole life but I started getting really into it around 18 or so. I really don't remember
what got me interested in it. I've just always found it interesting.

3)

What makes you and/or your team different from others in the field?
We all come from different backgrounds so we all have unique personalities, beliefs, and ways of looking at stuff. It's nice because when
one of us gets stuck on something, usually someone else can look at it and figure it out. Some of us are believers, some of us are skeptics,
so we don't just assume a place is haunted from the get-go.

4) What do you believe is the most common mistake paranormal investigators make? How can they correct that mistake?
Overlooking the obvious. For example, we were on a hunt once, sitting outside, letting the house sit for a minute and we kept hearing this
weird whispering on the monitor. It really sounded like people talking. We went back in the house, did a little investigating, and realized the
sound was a toilet that was running. Or people who take pictures of "mist" and it's just cigarette smoke or breath on a cold day.

5) In your career in the paranormal have you ever had someone bring up a phenomenon or unusual experience that you had never
heard of before?
No.

6) Any advice for a new investigator getting into the field of the paranormal?
Don't assume anything. It's so easy to hear a sound or see a shadow or feel a breeze brush against your skin and think "Oh, ghost!" but in
most cases, there's a logical explanation. Really look at every situation and experience and break it down, investigate it, dissect it, over and
over until you can't come up with any other explanation. Then you can say it's paranormal.
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7) What do you believe is the best tool a paranormal investigator can use during an investigation?
Their eyes and ears. All the fancy equipment is secondary and it's so easy to misinterpret the evidence you get with pictures and stuff, so

just stick to the basics or take what you get with your equipment with a grain of salt.

8) What is your favorite place/location to investigate?
I really liked Manteno State Hospital. We got a lot of evidence and personal experiences out of there and it was a lot of fun for our whole
team.
9) Have you ever had a paranormal experience that “changed” you in some way? Either for the positive or the negative.
No, I can't remember anything.

10) How can our readers contact you to learn more about you and the work you do in the field of the paranormal?

They can visit us on Facebook at DeKalb County Paranormal or send us an email at dekalbcountyparanormal@yahoo.com

We at TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC want to thank Nik Kousoulas for the interview. We are honored to call him our colleague
and friend.
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From the Paranormal Store
The Crystal Bible
Beautifully illustrated, The Crystal Bible offers a comprehensive guide to crystals, their shapes, colors and
applications. With informative descriptions and an easy-to-use format, it is an indispensable practical
handbook for crystal lovers and users everywhere - both beginner and expert alike. The book's directory
format and beautiful, full-color photos ensure that the crystals are easily identifiable. Descriptions, which

accompany each of the crystals, provide all the information on their appearance, worldwide distribution,
attributes, actions and healing properties. All the major and less known stones currently available are
contained inside, including those only recently discovered. A comprehensive index cross-referencing
crystals to applications, aliments and conditions make this book a vital reference for all crystal users.
ISBN-10: 1582972400
ISBN-13: 978-1582972404
Author: Judy Hall

Shaman, Healer, Sage: How to Heal Yourself and Others with the Energy Medicine
of the Americas
Alberto Villoldo, a classically trained medical anthropologist, has studied shamanic healing techniques
among the descendants of the ancient Inkas for more than twenty years. In Shaman, Healer, Sage, he
draws on his vast body of knowledge to create a practical and revolutionary program based on the
traditional healing methods used by these shamans -- methods that, until now, have been inaccessible to
most of the world.
Villoldo explains that central to shamanic healing is the concept of the Luminous Energy Field that is

believed to surround our material bodies. His book teaches us to see and influence the imprints that disease
leaves on this field and thereby to heal ourselves and others, as well as prevent illness.
Villoldo weaves wonderful teaching stories throughout about the healing power of the energy medicine of
the Americas. In one story, Villoldo comes down with pneumonia while in Peru. When antibiotics fail to
control the infection, his mentor, the shaman Don Antonio, uses the process of Illumination to remove the
toxins that had invaded Villoldo's body. These same shamanic techniques later allowed Villoldo to remove
stagnant energy from a young woman whose marriage was suffering due to her past experience with
abandonment. With the aid of shamanic work, the woman regained her trust in others, and her marriage
was revitalized.

ISBN-10: 0609605445
ISBN-13: 978-0609605448
Author: Alberto Villoldo, Ph. D

www.tntparanormal.com

10

We never charge a client for an investigation!

Bumps in the Night!!!!

June 2013 Issue

Famous Haunts
Raven's Grin Inn (Mount Carroll, IL)
Website: http://www.hauntedravensgrin
Raven’s Grin Inn located in Mount Carroll, Illinois, which is in the North West corner of the state and about a three-hour drive from Chicago. The
home was built in 1870 and is situated on a dead end street located across the street from a cemetery. Over the years it has gone through
many transformations, it has been a speak easy, a school house, a brewery, and an inn just to name a few.

In 1987 lifelong Mount Carroll resident Jim Warfield purchased the condemned home that was without working electric or plumbing. He moved

in and immediately started renovating, doing much of the work on his own. His intention was to open the home to the public as a haunted Inn.
When that didn’t work out, he decided to open as a year round haunted house. Jim and his wife live in the home in a few private rooms that
have been renovated into living quarters and sound proofed.
It hadn’t taken long for him to find out that the stories he heard about the old house being haunted were true. There have been many
unexplained phenomena over the years. The accounts range from a lady in white seen in the cellar to disembodied voices calling your name.
Jim has also had motion sensor displays activated while no one was in the room. One of the strangest things that have happened was that one
of the displays was reset on its own, the resetting which normally requires Jim to use a flashlight to see the trigger and manually pull it back into
place.
Raven’s Grin Inn is open year round, only closing on holidays and a few other days throughout the year. This is not your average
commercialized haunted house. It is more of a haunted attraction combined with a funhouse. The home is decorated inside and out by owner
Jim Warfield’s eclectic mix of art and unique displays. The guided tours add a personal touch that can last anywhere from an hour to an hour
and half. The tour begins with the building history and with sharing some of the personal experiences people have had over the years. As the
guided tour progresses there is so much to see, you might find yourself slightly overwhelmed as you try to take in everything,
Raven’s Grin Inn also offers a Hide-N-Seek experience, where you and
your friends can play the game or just wander around the house taking in
all the fascinating artwork and displays.
Raven’s Grin Inn has been featured in countless newspapers,
magazines, and on television, including WTTW Wild Chicago and
HGTVs Extreme Homes.
At Raven’s Grin Inn you will laugh, you will scream, but in the end and
most importantly, you will be entertained at this one of a kind haunted
house.
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Greetings Illinois ghost enthusiasts, legend trippers, and paranormal investigators! trueillinoishaunts.com is looking for

your local ghost stories and paranormal news. Ever wanted to be a reporter, highlighting the strange and unusual in your
town? Come aboard and submit your stories. Articles about local legends, haunted houses, personal encounters with
ghosts, investigations, UFO and Bigfoot sightings, and even paranormal events in Illinois are all welcome!

Feel free to submit:
1. Articles about your local haunted places (photos welcome)
2. Personal experiences (photos welcome)
3. Investigation summaries (photos welcome)

4. Videos
5. Information about upcoming events

With 28,000 to 32,000 visits a month, our website is well respected for its creativity and interesting approach to the

genre. Have your work read by thousands of people throughout Illinois and all over the United States. Articles should be
between 500 and 800 words, using embedded links for citations. Please send all article submissions to
trueillinoishaunts@blackoakmedia.org – make sure to include your full name, hometown, and phone number. Only your
name and story will be shared with our audience. Pen names are acceptable as well.

Whether you live in Chicago, or Galena, or Cairo, our fans are waiting to hear from you! So what are you waiting for?
Submit your articles now!

- Michael Kleen, author of the Legends and Lore of Illinois, and Haunting Illinois: A Tourist's Guide to the Weird and Wild
Places of the Prairie State

PS. If you have never been to trueillinoishaunts.com, I suggest you check it out. We have top 10 lists, ghostly games,
creepy quotes, paranormal 101, interviews with authors and paranormal researchers, and much more!
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Paranormal Talk with Rev. Kathy

Psychic Questions
Contributed By Rev. Kathy Houck,
Independent Paranormal Investigations Research Consultant

It’s always a debate among paranormal investigative teams whether a psychic should be used for investigations. Being sensitive, I
have my own opinions on the matter. The fact is there is no clear-and concise answer. For some teams it works. For other teams
though, not so much. It all boils down to how the investigative and research methods interact and support one another.

There is a local team here in my hometown that uses a psychic as a team member. This person attends all team meetings, participates
in the initial client interview, and takes part in any and all preliminary research prior to the actual investigation. This is the kind of
psychic that makes my stomach turn. When said psychic arrives at the location on investigation day, she does so armed with a
boatload of information beforehand. Anyone with the same information could draw the same ‘psychic impressions’ from the home.
Moreover, if it is a historical location such as a hospital or prison, a simple internet search could provide hundreds of years of backstory that influences the walk through.

There are teams though, that have had enormous success with psychics. Not to be mean but, basically no one on the team talks to
them. They are not participants in team meetings, client interviews or preliminary research whatsoever. A team member will pick them
up without knowledge of where they are headed for the investigation, another member will have removed photos and personal objects
prior to the psychics’ arrival and the walk through is done without benefit of any previous influence. This kind of use of psychic
sensitivities, I do for the most part think can be helpful to an investigation. Still, there may be problems with this method.
Psychics tend to just know things. That’s all fine and dandy, but just suppose for a minute that what they are tuning into at a location
isn’t so much actual spirit or paranormal activity. What if the psychic is tuning into the clients own emotions and perceptions as they
have experienced them?

Whether or not a psychic is accepted as a part of the paranormal, ultimately investigators and teams have a moral obligation to utilize
their gifts responsibly, and follow up with the appropriate research. In the end, the client deserves to be presented with facts and
solutions to their issues based upon scientific data and good old-fashioned research.
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Sneak Peek
In the next issue of Bumps in the Night!!!:

We have TnT Paranormal t-shirts. Place

• Paranormal “U” - Sensations and Perception

your order today at:

Hearing

http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webst

• Famous Haunts – Mark Twain Museum

ore/

• Tools of the Trade – Audio Review for Dummies

Paranormal or Not?
Answer from the previous issue:

The picture to the left
was taken on 4/27/2013
at the Willow Creek
Farm investigation. On
the far wall is an
interesting anomaly.
What are your thoughts?

The picture above was taken during an investigation. It’s of a green
LED light with the camera set to a slow shutter speed. Not

Answer will be provided in next month’s issue.
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What’s on your Mind
Why are there Ghosts?
By Carl Crooks, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC
To answer this question, I asked TnT Paranormal team members and close friends what they think and believe as to why ghosts may really

exist. Their answers were varied and covered most of the areas that you might think. Below I have grouped them into common themes.
•

Choosing to stay behind, unfinished business or some may find it too painful to leave their living loved ones.

•

When they die suddenly/tragically they are not prepared for death so they stick around.

•

A lack of a proper burial and religious ceremony causes them to linger on longer than they should.

•

For those who are religious and believe in only a heaven and a hell....maybe this existence is considered purgatory?

•

Our energy sticks around and may be in a different dimension and at times it crosses over into this dimension.

•

I feel everybody has a "spirit", energy if you will. When we pass from this life, our spirit stays here.

For most people the idea of the unknown, complete nothingness and being alone are very scary and sometimes impossible to grasp mentally
thus knowing/believing your loved ones are in heaven, the summerland, or here as ghosts brings peace of mind to the living.
And then some answers ran along the lines of questioning even if there are ghosts: those who are skeptics, or that it seems “pompous” for even
asking the question, preferring to think that if we are here shouldn’t they be here as well? So, we have philosophical opinions, religious ideas,
scientific reasons, and ideas about how nice it would be to just stick around good Ole Mother Earth. And then there are also skeptics.

I have always been interested in religion and the after-life and I have been especially interested in Native American beliefs and in Buddhism.
Not having studied either extensively, something that I will be doing this summer, I am aware of how vital in both cultures it is for a proper
ceremony to be held shortly after a person dies. The intention of this ceremony is to help the departed, who may be confused by their being
dead, to cross over into the next life.

I believe that for centuries, most cultures have had some type of ceremony for this very reason. These ceremonies have often been very
intimate, taking place in a family home or in the presence of the community as a whole. Mourning the one who died was an important part of
these ceremonies. I suspect that the spirit, looking on these events, pretty easily got the word that they had died. No confusion here! So why
stick around in this world? Back to the original question.

Before telling you what I believe is the reason why there are ghosts, I want you to know that I believe most spirits do cross over and do what is
most often done; crossing over to the next life. From that place, spirit can come back when they want to not because of unfinished business but
because they believe it is in the best interest of those they have left behind. A “guardian angel” kind of thing.
So, what is it that I think? Here you go. I believe that a major reason why people don’t cross over as they should comes down to a question of
fear. For at least those people who come from a Christian background, other cultures and religions may be similar to this, I think that there has
been so much fear that a Hell really does exist, that those who have died, who believe that in their life they were sinful and not worthy of an
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Why are There Ghosts?

everlasting life, would rather stay here than attempt a crossing and risking it all. Maybe that sounds goofy? Maybe that makes some sense to

some of you. I suppose like many other things it is up to each person to decide for themselves.
For many of us in this paranormal investigation world, I don’t think the reason why ghosts are here is nearly as important as the strong
fascination in proving that something we don’t see can actually exist. Perhaps we do this to give us that sense that people are so important and
special that we will live on forever, in some form, in some dimension, and that we can never die.

Name this Haunted Location
Do you know the name of this haunted location? Email us with your guess at info@tntparanormal.com.

Last months Name this Haunted
Location was the Humphrey House
in Orland Park, IL.
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Investigator Spotlight

• June 29 at 2PM – Antioch Public Library (101)

Michael Kravchuc

• July 13 at 3PM – Cicero Public Library (101) NEW

“The Ghost Gadget Guy”

• Sep 12 at 7PM – Arlington Heights Historical Museum (101) NEW

Part Time Investigator (in Training)

• Sep 19 at 7PM – Oak Brook Public Library (101)
• Oct 3 at 7PM – Franklin Park Public Library (102)
• Oct 5 at 1PM – Downers Grove Park District (101)

Michael lives in Rolling Meadows with his Wife and three children, 2

• Oct 11 at 7PM – Frankfort Park District (101)

cats, one dog, and one lizard. When he's not poking around in the

• Oct 12 at 1PM – New Lenox Public Library (101)

dark, he is employed in the telecommunications industry. His salary

• Oct 17 at 7PM – Lemont Public Library (101)

there is spent between his family, his Halloween obsession, and his

• Oct 19 at 1PM – Steger Public Library (102)

culinary skills (not always in equal proportion). His interest in the

• Oct 24 at 7PM – White Oak – Romeoville Branch Public Library

paranormal started at an early age and has fueled his quest for

(102)

answers into the unknown. A self proclaimed ghost gear geek, he

• Nov 9 @1PM (SAT) – Chicago PL – Gage Park Branch (101)

started www.ghostgadgetguy.com in 2009 to give unbiased reviews

NEW

of paranormal equipment. He approaches the paranormal with an

• Nov 14 at 7PM - Thomas Ford Memorial Library, Western Springs

open minded skepticism. Oh, and he really likes bacon.

(101) NEW

We are adding new events all the time, so please keep checking the

AMT Counseling Management
Services

updated list: http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm

Upcoming Paranormal
Events

Ages 2 through Adulthood
Services offered
ADHD
Anger Management
Anxiety
Asperger's Syndrome
Autism
Depression
Domestic Violence
Family
Grief and Loss
Marriage
PTSD
Sexual Abuse
And much more

Local Events:
•

June 8 - Paranormal Evening at the Alden Schoolhouse, a
Haunted Rockford event:
http://www.hauntedrockford.com/events.html

•

June 14 and July 19 - Paranormal Tour of Tinker Swiss Cottage,
http://www.tinkercottage.com/upcoming-events.html

•

June 21 – 22 - 2013 Haunted America Conference, Decatur,

Contact us:

IL, http://www.americanspookshows.com/

1859 Black Rd.
Joliet, IL 60435

Not so Local Events:
•

Phone: 815-730-8900

July 19 – 22, Eastern State Penitentiary , a BRE event:

Email: amtcounseling@yahoo.com

http://www.beyondrealityevents.com/
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