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March is here and it brings in a change in the weather, St. Patrick’s Day, and Spring. It’s a
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rebirth of life and promise of a great year to come.

Paranormal Fiction

Our plans are set for our 2013 Paravan across the Midwest. What is a paravan you ask?

TnT Paranormal Asks
What’s on your mind
Upcoming Events

It’s a caravan of paranormal investigators going to several locations in a set amount of time.
One of our team members coined the phrase. Since we didn’t get to have one in 2011 or
2012 we are going all out for 2013. We are hitting 4 places in 5 days. We will be tired at the
end, but think it’s well worth it. You will see more about these locations in the months to

come.

At TnT Paranormal
Investigators LLC our primary
mission is to help the client
with their paranormal
concerns. We research the
background of the property,
gather data during an onsite
investigation, review that data
to determine if any paranormal
data was captured, and
provide the client with a report
of our findings. We also use
this time to educate our clients
on the paranormal field and
helping to ease their fears.

•

Day 1 (7/21/2013) – Drive from Chicago to Columbus, IN to investigate The Crump Theatre

•

Day 2 (7/22/2013) – Drive from Columbus to Louisville, KY to investigation Waverly Hills Sanatorium

•

Day 3 (7/23/2013) – Drive from Louisville to Mitchell, IN to investigation Whispers Estate

•

Day 4 (7/24/2013) – Drive from Mitchell to Bartonville, IL to investigation Pollak Hospital (part of the
Peoria State Hospital)

•

Day 5 (7/25/2013) – Drive from Bartonville back home to Chicago.

The event at the Coronado Theatre on 2/23 was a great event. We had 58 people turn out.
We still have one more “Investigate with TnT Paranormal” date set in 2013 at Tinker Swiss
Cottage. These are the perfect events for the novice paranormal investigator who wants to
be able to investigate but may not have the means to do it otherwise. Are you brave enough
to come along with us and see if these locations are haunted? If so, see page 15 or our
website (http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm) for details on how to attend.
We have a lot of interesting articles in this months issue from Ambient vs Surface
Temperature to the Queen Mary to EXIF data to an interview with paranormal investigator

We would love to assist you
with your paranormal needs. If
you would like to know more
about our services, ask us
questions, or to request an
investigation please go to
www.tntparanormal.com.

and author Dale Kaczmarek. If you are a budding author, or even an experienced one and
would love to have your article in our newsletter, please let us know.
We are always on the lookout for new cases and places to investigate, so please keep us in
mind if you hear of anything. That’s all for this issue but not all, by any means, for us and
what we are up to. To learn more go to our website (www.tntparanormal.com), check us out
on FaceBook (https://www.facebook.com/#!/home.php?sk=group_146712678732927&ap=1),
or Twitter (@TnTParanormal).
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Paranormal “U”
Ambient vs Surface Temperatures
By Tom Dziekan, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC
This article will describe the differences between ambient and surface temperatures, devices used to measure them, and why paranormal
investigators measure for ambient and surface temperatures during investigations.

Differences between ambient and surface temperatures:
Ambient temperature is defined as the temperature of the surrounding environment. The ambient temperature of a room can be measured with
a regular thermometer. Ambient temperature does NOT take into account wind or humidity in the air. Wind causes what we call “wind chill”
which makes the environment seem colder than it really is. The amount of humidity in the air can cause the “heat index” to increase making it
feel warmer than it really is.
Surface temperature is simply the temperature of an object that may be emitting heat or cold. Surface temperature of an object may be hotter
or colder than the ambient (or surrounding) temperature of an object. Similar to ambient temperature, surface temperature does not take wind or
humidity into account.

Devices used to measure ambient and surface temperatures:
Paranormal investigators commonly use different devices to measure ambient and surface temperatures.
Digital thermometers are used to measure the ambient temperature of a room or different areas of a room. Many EMF meters have built in
digital thermometers. This cuts down on the number of devices you need to carry when investigating
Infrared or IR thermometers are used to measure surface temperatures of objects. The device shoots an infrared beam against the object you
want to measure and sends back a signal that relays the temperature of that object.

Why paranormal investigators measure for ambient and surface temperatures during investigations:
It is believed that an entity draws heat energy when it is trying to manifest itself. In doing so, the area where the entity is manifesting becomes
cold. Because of this theory, it is important to take baseline temperature readings of a location before investigating. Baseline readings can be
taken with both digital & IR thermometers. The digital thermometer can measure the ambient temperature of a room. The IR thermometer can be
used to measure the temperature of walls, doors, windows, or any object in the room. This is important because sometimes windows or doors
may not be properly sealed or walls may not be properly insulated. This can cause temperature fluctuations near those surfaces. If you do not
take these baseline readings, you may think you are standing in a cold spot but the reality is you are standing near a wall that is not properly
insulated. These baseline readings should be carried in-hand while investigating in case any colds spots are detected. If a cold spot is
dedicated, the baseline reading should be referenced. The investigator should then use the digital thermometer to take a tem perature reading of
the area where the cold spot was detected and compare it against the baseline reading. If it is significantly colder than the baseline reading, you
should conduct your investigation in that area. Remember that the IR thermometer will not pick up cold spots in a room. It only measures
surface temperature of objects.
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TnT Paranormal Asks Dale Kaczmarek
Dale Kaczmarek is President of the Ghost Research Society and director of Excursions Into The Unknown, Inc., the only year-round ghost tour
of haunted Chicagoland locations. Kaczmarek has been actively investigating ghosts, hauntings and poltergeist phenomena since 1975 and is
active in a number of organizations including: American Association for Electronic Voice Phenomena, Society for the Investigation of the
Unexplained, International Fortean Organization and the prestigious Ghost Club of England. His website Ghost Research Society
(http://www.ghostresearch.org/)is one of the most active of its kind anywhere in the world.
Kaczmarek has appeared in numerous books, publications, newspapers and periodicals. He has been a guest on “Oprah”, “Encounters”,
“Sightings”, “The Other Side”, “Rolanda”, “Mysteries Magic and Miracles”, “Exploring the Unknown”, and was called on by the “Discovery
Channel” to help produce and appear in two segments; “Real Ghosthunters” and “Phantom Photos”. Kaczmarek is CEO of Ghost Research
Society Press producing books since 2004.

1) Tell our readers a little bit about you and the role you serve in the field of the paranormal?

I have always been interested in the

paranormal from early childhood. Most people often get involved due to some paranormal encounter that they had in the early childhood
however I don’t remember having any. I was introduced into the world of ghosts by my parents and grandparents who often told me ghost
stories as a youngster. I remember being quite afraid and often had nightmares but always wanted to hear more. My parents when they were
dating back in the late 30s and early 40s would often go out on weekends to dances, dinners, parties, etc. and it was my dads idea after the
date to drive around a rather large Roman Catholic cemetery in Justice, Illinois called Resurrection Cemetery looking for the hitchhiking
ghost, Resurrection Mary. The stories were fresh back then. My mother told me this story many times of how she was absolutely terrified and
had no desire to see a ghost. My dad, on the other hand, had to see for himself if the stories were true. They never saw anything but it made
for great story telling while I was growing up.
I am a teacher and professor at IMU, International Metaphysical University (www.intermetu.com) where I teach a course on Ghost Hunting
Techniques.
I have written six books: Windy City Ghosts, Windy City Ghosts II, Field Guide to Spirit Photography, Illuminating the Darkness: The Mystery
of Spooklights, Field Guide to Ghost Hunting Techniques, and Field Guide to Haunted Highways and Bridges.
I have also successfully run ghost tours called Excursions Into The Unknown, Inc. (www.ghostresearch.org/tours) since 1982.
2) How long have you been interested in the paranormal and what sparked that interest?

I have been involved in paranormal research

since 1975 however my interest goes way back to early childhood. As I grew older I wanted to see if these stories my parents and
grandparents had related to me were true or simply folklore handed down from generation to generation. This is what really got me interested
in forming my own group. Back in 1977 a group of like-minded people along with fellow co-founder, Martin Riccardo, put together what was

then called the Ghost Trackers Club. I began producing the Ghost Trackers Newsletter, the official paranormal publication of the
organization, which ran from November 1982 through 2001. I was the research director of the group and eventually became the President of
the newly formed Ghost Research Society in 1982. The group today has been running strong ever since and we are entering our 36th as one
of the nation’s longest running groups. Our main focus is ghosts, hauntings and poltergeist phenomena in Illinois, northwest Indiana and
southern Wisconsin however we have traveled around the country with our group to some very famous haunted locations such as: Waverly

Hills Sanitarium, Bobby Mackey’s Music World, Prospect Place, Brumder Mansion, Gettysburg, Antietam and Fredericksburg Battlefields,
Continue to Page 4
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the Joplin Spooklight, Thomas House, Bachelor’s Grove Cemetery, Lemp Mansion, Lincoln Theater, Bartonville Asylum, Old South Pittsburg
Hospital, Havencrest Castle, Old Rectory, Eldred House, Hannah House, McPike Mansion, Mineral Springs Hotel, Cheney House, Milton
School, Fort Sheridan, Starved Rock, That Steak Joynt, Mansfield Reformatory, Moundsville Prison, Nemacolin Castle, Fort Mifflin, Scutt
Mansion, CBC River Treasures, Black Moon Manor, Octagon Hall, Tinker Swiss Cottage, Casa Madrid, Farrar School and I’ve been to
England and Wales twice investigating numerous locations in the UK.
3) What makes you and/or your team different from others in the field?

There are several factors that make our team unique and

diverse. We use some of the most state-of-the-art paranormal equipment available anywhere. We have close to $10,000 of equipment that
we can employ so new members don’t have to buy their own equipment; we have plenty to go around. Secondly, everyone team member is
highly trained in every aspect of the paranormal but eventually specializes in one particular area; i.e. EVP, photography, equipment,

interview, etc. but since all members are trained in all areas in case of sudden illness, anyone can step into the vacant spot and fill in quite
nicely. Thirdly, when investigating private homes and businesses, no information is shared with members before they have a chance to go
through the location first. This way there is no pre-conceived notions of what is going on. All investigations are conducted in three phases.
Phase one, the team members go through the property with hand-held equipment in teams of two with maps or floor plans and mark on the
map where their equipment registers something or they see, feel or hear something unusual. Phase two, our team members sit down with

the client and tell the client what they have experienced and picked up before the client then relates their personal experiences. Phase three,
setting up paranormal equipment at those locations where activity was recorded and monitoring those locations throughout the investigation.
4) What do you believe is the most common mistake paranormal investigators make? How can they correct that mistake?
I believe the most common mistake paranormal investigators make is the proper use of their equipment. We often network and group with
other paranormal teams both locally and out-of-state on investigations. I am often amazed by how many investigators simply don’t
understand the workings of their own equipment, what it’s used for and thereby they get false readings and tainted evidence. Most
commonly misused pieces of equipment are digital tape recorders, EMF meters and Non-contact thermometer guns. Digital tape recorders
should never be held while conducting EVP sessions. By moving the device around in your hand, you can indeed impart noise to the device
which can sound like a voice or a response to a question just asked. Also walking with the device can create a wind effect on the condenser
microphone. Placing the recorder on a flat, level surface is the only way to use it properly. EMF meters should always be used in a slow,
sweeping motion so as not to pick up natural EMF already in the environment. The exception to this rule is the Tri-Field Natural EM Meter
which should only be used in a stationary mode because it is so very sensitive to the fields around it and moving around with the device in
your hand will give false readings. And, finally the Non-Contact thermometer gun will not pick up cold spots in a room. It gives you a contact
reading of whatever you point the device at. I see people all the time using this device for picking up cold spots and it’s not meant for that
purpose. Use a digital thermometer or pyrometer instead.
5)

In your career in the paranormal have you ever had someone bring up a phenomenon or unusual experience that you had never
heard of before? There have been many unusual encounters that people have written to me about either through email, Facebook or in
person after lectures that seem to defy any natural explanation. I could probably write a book on these bizarre occurrences alone but one

Continue to Page 5
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that seems to stand out is near Bethania Cemetery in Justice, Illinois. Multiple witnesses throughout the years along 88th Ave (Cork Ave.)
between Archer Ave and 79th Street have seen a most curious and bizarre apparition. On one side of the street is a funeral home while on
the other is an old model home and an old diner. Numerous people have seen a man running out from between the two buildings frantically
waving a flashlight, covered in blood. Most believe that he is an unfortunate victim of a mugging or fight but all believe him to be real and not
ghostly-looking. Some have actually been temporarily blinded by the flashlight he is waving.
One man had to swerve to avoid hitting him. He decided to make the turn and report the incident at the Justice Police, only a few blocks
away. After he completed his swerve and looked in his rearview mirror, the figure was now behind him trying to flag down the next car.
According to the eyewitness, the next car didn’t stop at all, but passed right “through” him as though he wasn’t there at all. What was left of
this image staggered towards the cemetery fence and disappeared!
According to police reports, if they are telling me the truth, there haven’t been any reports of murders, stabbings or muggings at that location
that would explain it so it remains a very bizarre mystery.
6) Any advice for a new investigator getting into the field of the paranormal?

The best advice I can give to any new investigator who

wants to enter into the paranormal field is to join a well-established, long-standing group with good credentials and have them train you in the

proper methods and protocol. I have seen many people who have never been part of a group, suddenly start their own paranormal group by
starting a website, buying a few cheap pieces of paranormal equipment, make some business cards, and advertise on Facebook and
suddenly they are a paranormal group. Remember I was a research director with my group for 5 years before I took over as president of the
Ghost Research Society and I’m still learning today.
Yes, I attend as many conferences, workshops and conventions that I can every year because I know that even though I’ve been in the field
for almost 40 years, I don’t and will never know everything. I often find interesting ideas, theories and methodologies from up and coming
groups and individuals and ask myself, “Why didn’t I think of that?”
So join a good group with a great leader, and learn from them. Believe me, they have made the mistakes that we all do while learning this
field and they can teach you how to avoid making those same mistakes and becoming a better research investigator.
7) What do you believe is the best tool a paranormal investigator can use during an investigation?

We field test a lot of equipment for

inventors especially when the Ghost Trackers Newsletter was in print. A lot of fledgling inventors sent me their prototypes to field test and
review in the newsletter and some of that still goes on today except I have to pay for most of the equipment. It would be hard to say what
the very best piece of equipment is because it also depends on your budget and what your group can afford.
After all, having “some” paranormal equipment even though it isn’t the best is better than having none. However all groups and investigators
should have some kind of EMF detector in their arsenal of equipment and I have two favorites here; Tri-Field Natural EM Meter and the
Melmeter 8704-REM. The first is probably the best meter that money can buy and the most sensitive. It is also not sensitive to indoor AC
fields which effectively rules out picking up those fields from manmade electrical appliances. The Melmeter is great because is has three
Continue to Page 6
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functions. It picks up EMF but also detects temperature and it has a telescoping antenna which produces a small EM field around the probe. If
any other field comes into contact with that field, even our own, the device with audibly and visually alert much like a REM E-pod does.
Of course there are other great devices used for photography, EVP and detection. Our website www.ghostresearch.org has an entire page
GRS Equipment devoted to all the tools that we use and where you can purchase these devices.
8) What is your favorite place/location to investigate? I have personally investigated more that 4,000 cases since 1975 so it would be hard
to have a favorite place however one of the places I greatly enjoyed investigating with my group was Mansfield Reformatory where we
obtained some of the best evidence ever. This included moving shadow figures, disembodied voices, numerous EVPs, prison doors
slamming, paranormal images and equipment manipulation.

Another place I would like to go back to again would be Fort Mifflin near Philadelphia. We believed we captured the so-called “Screaming
Woman” twice while in the Casemates.
Of course there are a lot of places still on my wish list that I hope I will eventually get to investigate including: Queen Mary, Whaley House,
Myrtle’s Plantation, Stanley Hotel, Sloss Furnace, Houghton House, Hillview Manor, Pennhurst Asylum, Rolling Hills Asylum, Preston Castle
and many others.
9) Have you ever had a paranormal experience that “changed” you in some way? Either for the positive or the negative.
In all the years I’ve been ghost hunting; it took quite a number of years before I got physically touched by something I could not explain. Many
people who watch those reality television ghost shows believe it happens all the time but it doesn’t and it’s much rarer that you are lead to
believe.
While investigating a haunted cave near Red Boiling Springs, Tennessee called Leonard’s Cave I had my first physical contact with a spirit.
The cave was used a speakeasy during prohibition and a man was actually killed a county sheriff. We were able to verify this story through
newspaper articles. There are also human bones, possibly native American Indian, in the cave as they used this cave for burial of their dead.
We were conducting an EVP session in the main room of the cave when I suddenly felt someone or something poke me squarely in the back.
There was absolutely no one near me at the time. I quickly spun around, camcorder in hand, which verified that the nearest person was to my
left about six feet away.
Was this a ghost who was angry we were here? Was it a Native American Indian ghost? Or was it the gun barrel from someone that once
owned and lived in the cave and saw us as trespassers?
10) How can our readers contact you to learn more about you and the work you do in the field of the paranormal?

I can be contacted directly through my website at: www.ghostresearch.org or my email dkaczmarek@ghostresearch.org I can also be reached
on Facebook and have a GRS page there. Or they can contact me at 708-425-5163.

We at TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC want to thank Dale Kaczmarek for the interview. We are honored to call him our friend.
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From the Paranormal Store
Field Guide to Haunted Highways & Bridges
Travel down the haunted highways and byways throughout the United States as author and long-time ghost
researcher Dale Kaczmarek take you on a mysterious journey along our haunted infrastructure. Many
thousands of people lose their lives every year traveling on highways, interstates, country roads, and city
streets. Perhaps those who died suddenly and tragically still roam the site where they left the earth as a residual

haunt or in some cases a more intelligent interactive spirit. Traverse numerous haunted bridges where lose of
life has also occurred from people plummeting their cars off the bridges, to people committing suicide from
hanging themselves of jumping from these structures and the infamous dozens of so-called Cry Baby Bridges.
Kaczmarek sorts through the many local legends to get to the raw facts behind these unearthly and spooky
locations in an attempt to get the reader to the source of the hauntings to decide for themselves is it haunted or

not?
Author: Dale D Kaczmarek; ISBN-10: 097971155X; ISBN-13: 978-0979711558

Illuminating The Darkness: The Mystery of Spooklights
A look at the mystery of spooklights around the world. Strange unexplainable lights have been reported from the
dawn of time. The author attempts to explain the phenomena through actual reports, eye-witnesses and
photographs.
Author: Dale D Kaczmarek; ISBN-10: 0976607255; ISBN-13: 978-0976607250

Sneak Peek
In the next issue of Bumps in the Night!!!:

We have TnT Paranormal t-shirts. Place
your order today at:

• Paranormal “U” - Humidity

http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webs

• Famous Haunts – Egyptian Theatre

tore/

www.tntparanormal.com

• Tools of the Trade – Other useful tools
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Famous Haunts
The Queen Mary (Long Beach, CA)
Website: http://www.queenmary.com/
The Queen Mary set sail on her first voyage in May of 1936 from South Hampton, England arriving in New York in September of 1936. The
beautiful ship with its art deco décor boasted many amenities for her passengers. If a passenger felt like relaxing perhaps they could spend
some time in one of the ship’s libraries, taking a dip in one the ship’s two indoor swimming pools or perhaps enjoy some music in one of the

music studios. The ladies could enjoy some time being pampered in one of the ship’s beauty salons while the children were being cared for in
the ship’s nursery. Even the families’ dogs were accommodated in the dog kennel. Unfortunately, upon arrival in New York City, the luxury liner
was docked due to the start of World War II.
During WWII, allied commanders determined the Queen Mary and two other luxury liners could be used to carry troops from countries such as
Australia and New Zealand to the United States so in 1940 the ship sailed to Australia to be transformed into a “troopship”. The ship was

stripped of its art deco décor and replaced with the provisions to accommodate 15,000 men at one time. The ship’s state room s were revamped
and furniture was removed to created sleeping quarters for the men. Rather than beds, wooden bunks, three -tiers high, were put in place. All
the beautiful rugs were removed and the china, silver and crystal were replaced with everyday eating utensils and all the ship’s interior wood
was covered with leather. All items were then place into storage with the hope they would one day be put back on the Queen. Because the
ship could travel at high rates of speed, making it difficult for a U boat to catch it and because the ship was painted grey, the Queen Mary

became known as the “Grey Ghost”.
At the end of WWII the Queen Mary was returned to her former elegance and resumed passenger voyages until her final voyage ended in Long
Beach, CA in December of 1967. At that time most of the ship’s engines were removed and the ship was transformed into a museum,
restaurants, and a luxury hotel. The ship was then registered with the National Register of Historic Places. Since this time, the ship has gone
through many owners (including Walt Disney Company) and lease holders. Unfortunately the cost to maintain the ship was staggering and in
December of 1992 the ship was completely closed to the public. In 1993 the Queen reopened, with a smaller hotel and banquet facilities. In
2007 the ship was sold again to a company called “Save the Queen.” Their plans were to restore, renovate and modernize the ship. The ship
again changed hands in 2009 and yet again in 2011 with the current owner being Garrison Investment Group. The ship is now a hotel and can
facilitate meetings, weddings and banquets. They also provide catering services, have tours, exhibits and special events.
The Queen Mary is not only a historic location but it is believed to be one of the most haunted locations in the US. It has been reported that 49
deaths took place on the Queen Mary. It is said that a young woman, Sarah, was murdered by a man and can be seen by the first class pool. A
spirit of a little girl, believed to be Jackie Korin, has been spotted by the same pool looking for her mommy. Balls of light can be seen by the
engine room and the engine room door has been heard being closed and has been found to be hot to the touch. This is believed to be the
caused by the spirit of a young man by the name of John Pedder, who was crushed to death by the engine room door during a fire drill. There
are also claims of screams and scraping metal heard below the deck at the front at engine room door during a fire drill. This is believed to be
from the sailors that were killed when the Queen Mary split the HMS Curacoa (D41) in half. These tales and more can be heard on daily
paranormal tours. For more information on the tours and other services available contact the Queen Mary
To learn more about the Queen Mary or it’s haunting go to:
•

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RMS_Queen_Mary

•

http://www.yourghoststories.com/famous-ghost-stories/queen-mary-haunting.php
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Tools of the Trade
Understanding EXIF data on digital pictures
By Bill Krempp, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC

Let’s assume that an old friend sends you a (digital) photo that has some really interesting paranormal activity captured. In talking with him (or
her), you are ‘assured’ that this is a legit photo that they personally took themselves several weeks ago at a fairly well known location with a
camera you gave him. How do you know that this photo really IS legitimate? How do you know the story behind the photo is correct?
Fortunately, there is a way to reasonably confirm the photo details using EXIF data which allows you to examine additional details about the
photo that the photographer may not have know and/or remembered correctly, and possibly use these details to help explain the anomalies or
even support the claim.
In this digital age, computer files (e.g. digital photo file) not only contain data, but metadata as well. Metadata is essentially ‘data about data’,
and although the digital photo file DOES have Operating System (FileSystem) metadata such as owner name, create/modify/access dates, etc
that is associated with the file, there is another type of metadata that is actually embedded IN the photo file that was saved by the camera (or
scanner) at the time the image was generated and is called EXchangeable Image File format (EXIF). EXIF is an industry association standard
and for folks that like details, you can download and review the (148 page) specification at: http://www.exif.org/specifications.html. The EXIF
standard, like all standards, is a guideline for hardware and software manufactures and is often times open to interpretation, and selective
conformance, but generally almost all image related hardware manufactures and software developers do support it.

EXIF data can include static information about the camera like: Make, model, firmware, fixed lens specs, as well as dynamic information about
the photo at the exact time it was taken such as: Image size, flash settings, GPS location, ISO speed, and much more. The exact data written
depend on the camera, but some cameras (especially older ones) may have limited or even no information at all. Even if the camera did write
EXIF data, it still may have been stripped off after the fact by various photo editors (e.g. Photoshop), conversion utilities (e.g. shareware PNG to
JPG utility), or other file sharing or social websites (e.g. Facebook, Photobucket) for various reasons (e.g. size reduction, security, or privacy).
Viewing EXIF data can sometimes be done via the camera’s menu screen, but more commonly done after importing, downloading, or
transferring those images to a computer. Most import/management/editing software programs have features to display this information, but are
named differently. Common names for this EXIF data are: Extended Photo Info, Properties, File Information, Detailed data, etc. EXIF specific
software is commonly available for Windows, Mac, and Linux from your favorite trusted download website for free (or low cost), as well as the
various smartphone download app store sites such as iTunes.

Once you are able to view the EXIF data embedded in a photo, it can be used in many ways as part of the normal data validation process.
Confirm that the EXIF data that is available matches the claims of the photographer and simply makes sense for the photo it is attached to.
Keep in mind that (as described above) this data may not have been generated, may have been stripped, may have been unintentionally
changed by photo software, or even intentionally changed to mislead.

Continue to Page 10
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Continued from Page 9

Understanding EXIF data on digital pictures

A few sample validation questions to ask yourself:
•

Does the GPS location data match the location claimed? If large discrepancies exist, why?

•

Does the date/time data match? Keep in mind the camera date may not have been set

•

Does the image size (e.g. 1280x960) match the actual image? Photo may have been cropped. If so, why? Is the original
available?

•

Was the camera flash used to take the photo? A flash may explain some unexpected shadows and/or light anomalies

•

Can the Exposure, focal length, or ISO speed help explain anything? Long exposure times can lead to photo blurs.

•

If a series of photos are submitted:
•

Are they from the same camera? sequenced correctly?

•

Are they even from the same date / location?

Now that you have another paratech tool in your toolbelt, use it! Knowledge is power.
“The hardest thing of all is to find a black cat in a dark room, especially if there is no cat.” ― Confucius

To find out more about EXIF use the following links:
•

http://www.exif.org

•

http://support.google.com/maps/bin/answer.py?hl=en&answer=18539 (Searching by latitude/longitude)

•

http://www.digicamhelp.com/glossary/exif-data/

•

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exchangeable_image_file_format
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Greetings Illinois ghost enthusiasts, legend trippers, and paranormal investigators! trueillinoishaunts.com is looking for

your local ghost stories and paranormal news. Ever wanted to be a reporter, highlighting the strange and unusual in your
town? Come aboard and submit your stories. Articles about local legends, haunted houses, personal encounters with
ghosts, investigations, UFO and Bigfoot sightings, and even paranormal events in Illinois are all welcome!

Feel free to submit:
1. Articles about your local haunted places (photos welcome)
2. Personal experiences (photos welcome)
3. Investigation summaries (photos welcome)

4. Videos
5. Information about upcoming events

With 28,000 to 32,000 visits a month, our website is well respected for its creativity and interesting approach to the

genre. Have your work read by thousands of people throughout Illinois and all over the United States. Articles should be
between 500 and 800 words, using embedded links for citations. Please send all article submissions to
trueillinoishaunts@blackoakmedia.org – make sure to include your full name, hometown, and phone number. Only your
name and story will be shared with our audience. Pen names are acceptable as well.

Whether you live in Chicago, or Galena, or Cairo, our fans are waiting to hear from you! So what are you waiting for?
Submit your articles now!

- Michael Kleen, author of the Legends and Lore of Illinois, and Haunting Illinois: A Tourist's Guide to the Weird and Wild
Places of the Prairie State

PS. If you have never been to trueillinoishaunts.com, I suggest you check it out. We have top 10 lists, ghostly games,
creepy quotes, paranormal 101, interviews with authors and paranormal researchers, and much more!
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Paranormal or Not?

Advances In Technology
Contributed By Rev. Kathy Houck, Independent Paranormal
Investigations Research Consultant

We are beginning to see new trends in the ways research and
science are integrated into paranormal research. These methods are
sometimes campy and offbeat, though most are very scientific and
require training and skill, not only in the proper use of the equipment
but as well in the ability to interpret the data collected. From the
beginning of our quest to discover if there is life after death, new and
current technologies are being brought to investigations.

To understand just how far paranormal research has come in such a
short time, think of how fast technology has progressed over the

The picture above was taken in May of 2010 inside of the cafeteria

years. The first known photograph was taken in 1825, but within 20

room at Waverly Hills Sanatorium.

years of the development of fixed obscura photography, cameras

Answer will be provided in next month’s issue.

were being used to document spiritualists as they performed their

readings. Whether those images actually captured spirits or ethereal

Answer from the previous issue:

phenomenon is irrelevant. Once we could take a photograph, the time
it took to use it in paranormal research was fairly quick. The same
goes for the new smartphones, once they existed it was no time
before there was an application to track ghosts. The first smartphone

available to the public was the Blackberry in 1999. Ghost Radar
debuted in Japan in 2005 and to date the app boasts more than 12
million downloads worldwide. Whether it actually works or not is a
debate I won’t delve into, though in theory we have the technology.
The most recent uprising in scientific means of paranormal
investigation could prove to be the most promising. Moving beyond
simple digital voice recorders and full (light) spectrum video cameras
we are seeing an insurgence of methods that remind me more of a
mobile crime scene unit than teams of paranormal investigators.
Teams are bringing in archeologists, luminol and ultraviolet lights.
Suspected haunted items are being sent off for carbon dating,
The picture above was take in January of 2011 outside of an

materials are being run through gas chromatographs.

investigation location in Shelbyville, IL. It is not paranormal, but rather

How far will technology take us with our research? The answers may

the breathe of the investigator who took the photo.

be just an invention away.
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Ask TnT Paranormal
The following question(s) was/were submitted by our readers, by our online subscribers, or at events.

Can a spirit follow me home from a "ghost hunt' I've been on?
This is a very common question and the answer is yes, it is possible for a spirit to follow a person home. Some people are more psychically
sensitive so they may attract spirits. But a spirit can be attracted to anyone. Many paranormal investigators perform protection prayers, circles
or rituals in an attempt to avoid bringing home unintended guests better known as “hitchhikers”. These prayers and rituals vary according to
the investigators personal religious beliefs. So it may be uncommon that the average person will be followed home by a spirit but it’s always
better to be aware and prepared.
-- Barb Smith, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC

Why don’t you charge your clients? How do you make money?
We feel that the client is most important and we want to help them. We try to help them, as well as us obtain answers for their experiences.
Unlike fields like electrician and plumber, there are no guarantees you can get rid of the problem. Therefore, it is unfair to charge for the
services.
Note: All of the team members have a job and the paranormal is a 2nd, volunteer, position for them.
-- Melissa Tanner, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC

How did you get into this field or into the paranormal?
For each of us it’s a different and unique reason. However, the underlying theme is the same…we had an experience and want to find
answers.

Another great reason is to help people along the way.

-- Melissa Tanner, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC

What is an EMF and why is it important in the field of paranormal?
EMF stands for Electromagnetic Field (EMF) and is the Electromagnetic radiation that penetrates the area surrounding the source of the EMF.
Electromagnetic radiation is energy, like visible light, that is emitted from a source and is both electrical and magnetic. It is given off by all
electrical appliances, electronics, wires, and power lines.
The theory is that paranormal activity produces EMFs when manifesting. We take EMF baseline readings at the beginning of an investigation

and readings throughout the night. If we see an EMF spike it could be the result of paranormal activity, so we gather additional data in that
area.
-- Melissa Tanner, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC
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Paranormal Fiction
The Haunting in the Mill
A Story from Frank Wurczinger as told to Susan Haynes
Deep in the Bavarian forest, back in the time before electricity, there was a man named Hans Lieber. Hans was a handsome fellow with a full
head of blond hair and a sweeping handlebar mustache. He stood six feet two inches and was considered quite a catch in his small village, as
he had inherited his uncle’s mill when the old fellow had passed away a year ago. Uncle Johan’s family was gone, so Hans was the only family
left to inherit. Hans was extremely busy in his mill and really had little time for the village maidens, he needed help. He put an advertisement up
on the stone wall of the village hall, looking for an apprentice, soon after his uncle’s death. For free room and board, plus a small stipend, the
lucky candidate would learn a valuable trade and be of enormous help to Hans.
The first man that Hans hired on, Ernst, was shown to his room on the second floor of the mill, where there were two other bedrooms as well.
The first was Hans’ bedroom and the second was where Hans had his office. This room was originally Hans’ uncle’s bedroom. Ernst was thrilled
to be hired on, as jobs were scarce in that area of Bavaria. Ernst worked very hard that first day, and Hans was pleased. After they ate dinner
together, Ernst retreated to his room where he collapsed in happy exhaustion.
When Hans awoke in the morning, he found that Ernst was gone. He was very puzzled, because he had seemed so happy to have the job. He
had no choice but to call upon the second man he’d considered, Rolf. Rolf was happy to get the job, also, and worked like a dog that first day.

After a dinner of schnitzel and red cabbage, the two men went to their respective rooms to sleep. At three in the morning, Hans was jolted awake
by Rolf’s screams as he ran headlong down the stairs and out of the house. He ran to catch up to Rolf by the bridge that led out of the town.
“What happened Rolf? Why are you leaving?” Hans asked as he grasped Rolf’s trembling arm. Rolf looked at Hans with terror stricken eyes. “Do
you not know, Hans? There is a ghost! She threw open the shutters and pointed at the corner of the floor. My God, man. I’m never setting foot in
that place again!” And with that, Rolf took off at a run over the bridge. Hans was at a loss for words. A ghost indeed! Rolf must be crazy! He went

back to the mill and went back to bed. There was work to be done in the morning.
John came to work soon after, and he too was frightened from his bed by the spectral woman. He told Hans later that the shutters flew open at 3
in the morning and that a beautiful young woman in a white gown floated into the room from the window and pointed at the corner of the room.
He too said he was never coming back to the mill. Hans became desperate. He decided to sleep in the room himself, to debunk the hysterical
claims of the apprentices.
After a hard day of work, Hans went up the stairs, ate his supper, and went to bed in the apprentice’s bedroom. He was very tired and dropped
off to sleep almost immediately. At three a.m., he was awakened from a sound sleep by the sound of the wooden shutters clattering open with a
bang. He sat up in the bed to see a ghost in white float in through the window, sorrow etched on her beautiful face. She raised an arm and
pointed at the corner of the room, just as the apprentices had claimed. She disappeared as quickly as she had appeared, leaving Hans very
disturbed and shaken. Who was this woman and why was she here? He went downstairs to the mill and got some tools with which to pry up the
floorboards. He was going to get to the bottom of this, by God! He returned to the room and set down his candle on the floor near the spot he felt
he should pry up the floor. He only had a few minutes work to pry up the dusty old boards. He lifted the candle and peered into the opening.

Continue to Page 15
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Paranormal Fiction
Continued from Page 14

The Haunting in the Mill
“Mein Gott!” he cried. Inside the cavity was the skeleton of an infant, dressed in rags. What was this? He left the child’s bones in the hole and
contacted the clergyman and police in the morning. After an examination by the village doctor, which found the baby’s hyoid bone broken,
evidence of strangulation, he had the bones laid to rest in the churchyard. There was no headstone, only a cross. Hans looked into the history of

the mill, and asked his neighbors, but no one could tell him who the baby was, nor who the ghostly woman in white could have been. He
searched through the house’s drawers and cupboards, trying to find a clue as to the identity of the beautiful ghost and the poor babe which had
met its’ end in such a horrible way. Finally he found what he had been looking for. A paper was concealed in a tiny drawer of the desk which
Hans used for business, and which had been his uncle’s. The paper detailed in his uncle’s hand how his daughter Gerta had dallied with a
married man in the village and found herself with child. Han’s uncle confessed to killing Gerta and the babe soon after it was born. Gerta was

thrown into the river under the mill and carried away, but the baby was buried under the floorboards, to remind the Uncle of his daughter’s sin.
Hans had always thought Gerta had run off with one of his uncle’s apprentices and had never known of the pregnancy. How awful! Hans had no
idea what his uncle was capable of, and it was way too late to help Gerta and her baby. Perhaps Gerta had only needed her baby found to put
her at peace.

Hans hired another apprentice soon after, but there were no more hauntings. He finally married one of the village girls and had a family of his
own. And lived happily ever after.
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What’s on your Mind
An Interview with Vodou High Priestess, Susan Kwosek Bo Mambo
By Jenni Garcia, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC
Susan’s name denotes her title within her Vodou family. "She is Mambo Asogwe, a high priestess of Vodou from Sosyete Belle Fleur Ginen in

Port-au-Prince, Haiti and Long Island, NY.“

What is Vodou (as a religion, elements of Vodou, most important points of Vodou)?
Vodou is one of 2 state religions of Haiti. It is a syncretized religion composed of elements from the indigenous groups along the West African
and West Central African coast, Catholicism, and Islam. The religion developed over approx. two centuries during the Atlantic Slave Trade as
slaves from different backgrounds were thrown together in slavery in Haiti.
Vodou is henotheistic. Practitioners serve one god, the Creator, called Bondye (pronounced bun-dyuh like the French Bon Dieu (good god) from
which the name is derived). Bondye is not a name, its a title "good god." Even though practitioners serve one god they acknowledge the
existence of all other gods and treat them with respect. Some Vodounists also serve other gods or practice other religions along with Vodou.

Vodou does not care how many religions/gods a person practices/serves as long as you keep each one separate. For example, you do not put
items from other religions on your Vodou altar & you do not add elements from your other religions into your Vodou ceremonies.
Vodou is hierarchical. The Creator is at the top. We pray to the Creator only to say thank you, never to ask for anything. Next are the ancestors.
We do not worship or pray to the ancestors. We honor them and talk to them. They are the ones that you ask for any kind of family help. They
help with children, weddings, family life, etc. After the ancestors are the Lwa. Best translation is "elevated spirits," more than ghosts. They are
like Catholic saints kinda. There is a saint for everything (patron saint of lost causes, patron saint of travel, etc) and in Vodou there is a Lwa for
everything. Except saints are sainted because of their saintliness. Vodou Lwa are more balanced. They aren't saintly; they're more like regular
people. They reflect the human condition. Each has its good and bad sides. NONE of them are evil. We make trades with them for the things we
need. For example, when I needed help on my French language exam for my PhD I made a deal with a Lwa called Erzulie Freda. Normally she
handles matters of love, but she is also known to speak only French. Hello! I said if she helped me pass that expert-level exam i would give her a
fancy strawberry cake, some salmon, some champagne, & roses. These are all things she particularly likes. Every Lwa has its own personality &
likes & dislikes. When you bargain with them you offer them what they like. You also just give them all regular service to keep them happy.
These ceremonies occur a few times per year & are big parties with drummers, dancing, prayers, and food. These are the events I fly to Mama
Marie's house in NY for a couple times per year. I don't make it to all of them because of the cost of travel.
Yes, animals are sacrificed in Vodou, far more often in Haiti than in the USA. In Haiti if you want to eat it, you have to catch it & kill it first. An
animal sacrifice is killing an animal with reverence during the course of a ceremony. After sacrifice the animal is almost always part of the
communal dinner during the ceremony. Haiti is a Third World country. People are starving. You don't waste food.
Vodou is a very practical religion. It is based on the here & now, not the threat of judgment & salvation later. In Vodou the Creator loves all his

Continue to Page 17
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An Interview with Vodou High Priestess, Susan Kwosek Bo Mambo
creations & welcomes all of them to paradise after death. There is no hell in Vodou. Vodou strengthens a community & helps them get through

daily life, which in Haiti can be really hard. In the USA where life isn't hard in the same ways as it is in Haiti, Vodou brings people together in
relationships with the spirits. It fills a gap that is often missing in modern US life. It brings people together when we are often separated from
family and friends by distance or just by being too busy for relationships. Vodou requires you to maintain these relationships in the Vodou
community. Vodou is a family & community religion. When you decide to practice Vodou you cannot do it as a solitary practitioner. You MUST be
adopted into a family & lineage & community.
The most significant event in Vodou is when, during a ceremony, a Lwa possesses a practitioner. Possession is a GOOD thing in Vodou. It
allows us to meet our Lwa face-to-face, to talk with them, to joke with them, to dance with them. During a ceremony a dozen or more Lwa may
show up during the course of one night (ceremonies usually go from 10:00pm - dawn. It’s hot in Haiti during the day. You get used to doing a lot
of things after dark.) The person who is possessed is not hurt in any way but when the spirit leaves the person possessed does not remember
anything that happened. That's a good reason why Vodou can't be done as a solitary practitioner. First, a Lwa won't possess a person who is
alone & even if it did, the person wouldn't remember it anyway. Waste of time.

Clarify the spelling of Vodou?
1. Vodou - the state religion of Haiti (their second state religion is Catholicism)
2. Voodoo - the religio-magickal system found in New Orleans & also what Hollywood & laymen call anything scary and magickal that they don't
recognize as European witchcraft & that they think black or Latino people may be participating in.

What are some of the main misconceptions that people have about Vodou?
- That we stick pins in dolls
- That we sacrifice humans
- That we worship more than one god
- That it is an evil cult
- That we worship snakes
- That we worship our ancestors

What separates Vodou, Hoodoo & Santeria and what connects them?
What connects them:
•

They are connected by their West African roots, belief that items and roots, herbs, candles, etc. have power that can be tapped. Vodou &
Santeria are based around the existence of elevated spirits. Lwa in Vodou and Orisha in Santeria.

•

Vodou & Santeria both have altars & use animal sacrifice.

Continue to Page 18
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An Interview with Vodou High Priestess, Susan Kwosek Bo Mambo
•

All are negatively depicted by popular culture & Hollywood & they are often intermingled in outsider presentations of them (e.g. movies & t.v.
shows with a "voodoo" theme often intermingle elements of all three of these.)

What separates them:
•

Vodou & Santeria (aka Ifa, aka Lukumi) are religions. Hoodoo is a magickal system.

•

Vodou evolved in Haiti, Santeria in Cuba, and hoodoo in the American South.

•

Vodou is more syncretized than Santeria. Vodou is more of a mixed bag from different religions. Santeria is more closely ties specifically to
the indigenous religion of the Yoruba (aka Lukumi) people of Nigeria.

•

Hoodoo is associated with Protestant American Black Christianity, Vodou with Catholicism, and Santeria somewhat with Catholicism in that
Cuba is a Catholic country & Cubans in the USA are still largely Catholic. Santeria doesn't seem to co-exist with Catholicism in the way
Vodou does. Vodounists often see Vodou & Catholicismas one giant system. Many go from Vodou service at night to mass in the morning.
Most Santeros I know identify solely as Santeria & don't go to mass at all. It might not be the same for all Santeros.

•

I don't know enough about Santeria or hoodoo to tell you much more. I know enough to recognize them when I see them & know they aren't
Vodou!

What drew you to Vodou, interested you the most?
It was a complete accident. I was starting on my Master's degree at NIU in Anthro & I knew I was going to have to do fieldwork. I wasn't about to
be able to leave my husband & kid behind while I went someplace exotic to live in a mud hut & eat bugs. Around the same time a girlfriend went
to a wedding in New Orleans & brought my son back some souvenier voodoo dolls & some books on New Orleans Voodoo. The lightbulb went
on. I could do fieldwork in New Orleans on Voodoo. It would be cool & exotic & I could take my family with me, eat great food, and drink a lot of
liquor!
Part of the thing with researching Voodoo/Vodou (I didn't know there were 2 separate things in the beginning) is that you have to go visit A LOT

of people & maintain A LOT of relationships. Once I got the difference between Voodoo & Vodou sorted out in my head, Vodou just made sense
to me. I like that it accepts all other gods & religions. I like that it doesn't threaten anyone with hell. I like that it doesn't claim to be the only true
religion. I like that its empowering without being a bully to other faiths & cultures. I like that it is a danced religion where you show joy in your faith
rather than a teaching religion where you sit on a pew and get lectured to. I like that I get to meet my spirits face to face. I like that I get to
maintain a relationship with my dead relatives. It really changed my outlook on death. Its not an ending, just a change in place. I like that you

work your ass off to get what you think you deserve. You don't just pray for it and expect it to happen. You make a deal with a Lwa and then you
follow through on your end when you get what you asked for. I like that I have a whole community--actually 2 of them, one in Haiti, one in NY-and I like that I have family from my Vodou lineage all over the world and that they are true family. If I'm in the Netherlands & I need a place to
sleep I have family there that will take me in. I like that I have family obligations as well, to go to weddings & funerals & ceremonies & to chip in

Continue to Page 19
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for the sick or whatever. Its a better family than the one I was born into.
And if someone wanted to pursue Vodou what advice do you have for finding a teacher/ learning?
Go to Facebook & find all the Vodou groups & hang out & LISTEN for a few months. See where the drama is & stay AWAY. Talk privately to
Mambo & Houngan (male priests) on the web & see what each one has to say about Vodou & about each other. You are choosing a FAMILY
and once you choose (after months/years of meeting everyone) it should STICK. You don't join one & then quit to go join another like a club. You
should be able to go meet the priests/priestesses face to face. If they hide behind the web & just want to sell you stuff...run. Your mother or
father should never charge you money to teach you about the religion. Make sure you can play nice with the people who will be your brothers &
sisters. AND GET OVER YOURSELF. You know nothing no matter how much you've read. Eyes open, mouth shut. Vodou does NOT change to
accommodate YOU. If you're a vegetarian you still feed your spirits MEAT. Spend decades learning to do everything right before you even think
a Lwa is telling you to change something. No one is obligated to tell you anything about Vodou. It is a non-evangelical religion. It doesn't seek
converts. It is hard as hell to develop the relationships you need to get into this religion. You don't get to cry because people are keeping secrets.
Those are THEIR secrets & you are NOT entitled to them.

We at TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC want to thank Susan Kwosek Bo Mambo for the interview. We are honored to call her our
friend.

Name this Haunted Location
Do you know the name of this haunted location? Email us with your guess at info@tntparanormal.com.

Last months Name this Haunted
Location was McPike Mansion in
Alton, IL
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Investigator Spotlight
Bill Krempp

• March 21, 2013 7PM – White Oak – Romeoville Branch Public

Investigator in Training

Library (101)
• April 13, 2013 – Investigate with TnT Paranormal at Tinker Swiss

Bill grew up in an old Victorian house in downtown Naperville, and

in Rockford – Host for Ghost Hunt (Co-host with Tinker and

after a period away for military service and college, returned to the

Haunted Rockford http://www.hauntedrockford.com/)

area and currently resides in Plainfield. While growing up, his

• April 18, 2013 7PM – Poplar Creek – Streamwood Branch Public

father was a realtor so he spent lots of time cleaning out and

Library (101) NEW

exploring hundreds of empty old houses and checking out dusty

• September 19, 2013 7PM – Oak Brook Public Library (101) NEW

corners and strange noises. As a very logical person, he

• October 3, 2013 7PM – Franklin Park Public Library (102)

approaches all things as a skeptic, but after a thorough and

• October 5, 2013 1PM – Downers Grove Park District (101)

methodical investigation is very open to various data driven

• October 11, 2013 7PM – Frankfort Park District (101)

conclusions. He works as a computer engineer/architect

• October 12, 2013 1PM – New Lenox Public Library (101)

specializing in storage hardware and storage management

• October 17, 2013 7PM – Lemont Public Library (101)

software. Bill is married with 2 daughters, 2 cats and 1 awesome

• October 19, 2013 1PM – Steger Public Library (102)

dog named Callie. His other hobbies include music, aviation,

• October 24, 2013 7PM – White Oak – Romeoville Branch Public

genealogy, computer gaming, and anything mechanical or

Library (102)

construction related.

We are adding new events all the time, so please keep checking the

AMT Counseling Management
Services

updated list: http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm

Upcoming Paranormal
Events

Ages 2 through Adulthood
Services offered
ADHD
Anger Management
Anxiety
Asperger's Syndrome
Autism
Depression
Domestic Violence
Family
Grief and Loss
Marriage
PTSD
Sexual Abuse
And much more

Local Events:
•

March 8, March 22, April 12, or April 26, Paranormal Tour of
Tinker Swiss Cottage: http://www.tinkercottage.com/upcomingevents.html

•

March 10, Paranormal Tour of the Historic Briggs Mansion:
http://www.hauntedrockford.com/events.html

Contact us:
Not so Local Events:
•

815 N. Larkin Ave
Suite 104B
Joliet, IL 60435

March 23, Missouri State Penn:
http://idealeventmanage.com/missouristatepenitentiary.html

•

Phone: 815-730-8900

April 12 – 15, Stanley Hotel, a BRE event:

Email: amtcounseling@yahoo.com

http://www.beyondrealityevents.com/
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