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At TnT Paranormal 

Investigators LLC our primary 

mission is to help the client 

with their paranormal 

concerns. We research the 

background of the property, 

gather data during an onsite 

investigation, review that data 

to determine if any paranormal 

evidence was captured, and 

provide the client with a report 

of our findings. We also use 

this time to educate our clients 

on the paranormal field and 

helping to ease their fears. 

  

We would love to assist you 

with your paranormal needs. If 

you would like to know more 

about our services, ask us 

questions, or to request an 

investigation please go to 

www.tntparanormal.com.  

TnT Paranormal Happenings 

December is here, which means colder weather, snow, the Holidays, and lots of food, family, 

and fun.    We at TnT Paranormal hope each of you have a happy, healthy, and joyous 

season. 
  

This past month we wrapped up the 2012 Fall Library Series at the Chicago McKinnley 

branch.   We are currently working on the 2013 schedule. If you want to see us at a library 

near you, make a request at your local library!!!! 

  

This past month besides the library programs, we hosted a pay event at Tinker Swiss 

Cottage in Rockford on 11/17. Twenty-five (25) participants came with us as we searched for 

things that go bump in the night.   We had some great experiences that hopefully we can 

back up with data. 

  

We have several “Investigate with TnT Paranormal” events coming up at Tinker Swiss 

Cottage and the Coronado Theatre. These are the perfect events for the novice paranormal 

investigator who wants to be able to investigate but may not have the means to do it 

otherwise.  Are you brave enough to come along with us and see if these locations are 

haunted?  If so, see pages 6 and 12 for details on how to attend. 

  

We have a lot of interesting articles in this months issue from Willow Creek to the Thin Man 

to the Inductive Amplifier to Red Brick Dust.   If you are a budding author, or even an 

experienced one and would love to have your article in our newsletter, please let us know. 

  

We are always on the lookout for new cases and places to investigate, so please keep us in 

mind if you hear of anything.  That’s all for this issue but not all, by any means, for us and 

what we are up to.  To learn more go to our website (www.tntparanormal.com), check us out 

on FaceBook (https://www.facebook.com/#!/home.php?sk=group_146712678732927&ap=1), 

or Twitter (@TnTParanormal). 

Wishing everyone a 

Happy Holiday Season!! 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
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Paranormal “U” 

Who is the Thin Man? 

By Kerri Spillers, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

When talking about paranormal experiences, some stories seem to come up time and again.  Numerous people report that they see a shadow 

out of the corner of their eye and when they turn their head to see what it is, it is no longer there.  Others see “shadow figures” and have the 

figure look back at them, however the figure is usually faceless.  This would be scary to anyone who has these experiences.  These figures have 

shown up in dreams as well.  One question remains:  Could this be the “Tall Man”? 

  

I researched “Tall Man” online and I found he actually has several names.  He is known as Tall Man, Shadow Man, The Thin Man and Slender 

Man.  He is abnormally tall and actually appears like a shadow, with no distinct facial features.  Several reports claim that he has extremely long 

arms that elongate as needed.  Others also report a feeling of pending doom or extreme fright.  Once you see “Tall Man”, he supposedly keeps 

visiting you for the rest of your life.  The frequency from person to person varies.   

  

The first sighting of “Tall Man” in photographs dates back to 2009, when one online forum started a thread for phony paranormal entities.  The 

idea was to see who could make the best photo with faked paranormal activity and post it in other paranormal forums, trying to pass it off as real.  

On June 9, 2009, one picture and story succeeded at fooling everyone… or did it?  A user by the name of Victor Surge posted 2 pictures and 

came up with a horrific story of this tall shadow man who stalks and kidnaps children.  This is how the urban legend was started. 

  

The story tells of a very “Tall Man” who appears only in shadow.  He supposedly appears in a photo prior to a child being abducted.  In the 

particular picture posted in the forum, there were several children in that particular picture.  The report was that 14 children were abducted from 

that town in one day.  The picture featuring “Tall Man” was supposedly found in a library, and that library was to have burned down the following 

week.   

  

When reading individual accounts of personal experiences with “Tall Man”, the child may or may not have actually seen the “Tall Man” prior to 

the picture being taken.  The only discrepancy I found in the story was some claim once they saw him; they shut their eyes and wished him 

gone.  While this worked for some, others reported they kept their eyes on “Tall Man” until they backed away or got themselves to a safe place.  

They reported feeling if they turned their back to “Tall Man”, he would have used that opportunity to grab them.      

  

Once the picture circulated and the story was out there, forums were receiving stories from many followers who claimed to have had “Tall Man” 

experiences prior to this picture being posted.  How could these people have experiences similar to those in the made up story, when that story 

was admittedly fake?  Could the story have been made up, but based on an experience the author had in the past?  Other stories made “Tall 

Man” have more features of an alien than a shadow person.  Could “Tall Man” have been an alien instead of a shadow?  Does “Tall Man” really 

exist?  Does a phony picture and a fake story evoke enough fear that certain individuals actually believe they have had experiences with this 

entity?  Maybe you have an experience of your own you would like to share.  I will let you decide for yourself if “Tall Man” is real or urban legend.   

 

 To learn more go to: http://theparanormalpastor.blogspot.com/2011/07/slenderman_17.html 
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Reverend Kathy Houck is an ordained Shamanic Practitioner and has been studying and working in the paranormal field for 

over two decades. She has an MA in Religious Studies and is credentialed with honors in the field of Parapsychology at 

Stratford. Ms. Houck lives in Akron, Ohio. 

 

1)  Tell our readers a little bit about you and the role you serve in the field of the paranormal?  
 

I work as an independent research consultant for several paranormal teams throughout the Midwest, specializing in both data and 

photographic research for haunting, parapsychology and demonic occurrences.  

 

2)  How long have you been interested in the paranormal and what sparked that interest?  
 

The interest in the paranormal came from a lifetime of personal experiences beginning when I was five years old. I actively began 

researching while I was a teenager just starting into high school. That was nearly thirty years ago, I read everything the school and public 

library offered on haunting in an attempt to learn what it was I had experienced. 

 

3)  What makes you and/or your team different from others in the field? 
 

To some extent I think I am different in that I work with many teams on a regular basis instead of just one. Because I have an extensive 

network of people I am constantly in contact with I can connect with a variety of investigators. I may not always have the answers, but 

chances are good I know someone who may.  

 

4)  What do you believe is the most common mistake paranormal investigators make? How can they correct that mistake? 
 

I really think the biggest mistake investigators make is letting their personal beliefs influence an investigation. The majorities of investigators 

absolutely believe in the paranormal, but refuse to approach an investigation with the mind of a skeptic. For the health and safety of a client, 

all outside environmental factors need to be looked into before calling it a haunting.  

 

5)  In your career in the paranormal have you ever had someone bring up a phenomenon or unusual experience that you had never 

heard of before? 
 

Short answer, yes. Actually it happens quite often and it’s the biggest reason that I am constantly learning and continually teaching what I 

have learned. The more we learn, the more research we do, the closer we are to the truth. 

 

6) Any advice for a new investigator getting into the field of the paranormal? 
 

If your interest is for money or fame, find your talent and do something else. That might sound cynical, but the truth is those who are really 

passionate about investigating don’t do it for money. The chances of getting on television are pretty slim too, so the fame factor just isn’t  

 

  

Continue to Page 4 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Continued from Page 3 

TnT Paranormal Asks Rev Kathy Houck 

 

 

there. If you really want to sit in the dark and talk to spirits; my best advice is to never do an investigation hungry. A growling belly is pretty 

ominous on a recording.  

 

7) What do you believe is the best tool a paranormal investigator can use during an investigation? 
 

Equipment is easy to come by, but by using common sense and critical thinking skills we can find real answers for the clients we serve.  

 

8) What is your favorite place/location to investigate?  

 

I’d have to say my own home. There are things here that almost on a daily basis we just can’t explain. Needless to say, I love living here! 

 

9)  Have you ever had a paranormal experience that “changed” you in some way? Either for the positive or the negative. 

 

I have, though I am not sure if it was necessarily positive or negative. I was just about thirty years old when it happened. I witnessed spiritual 

warfare firsthand. I haven’t been the same since.  

 

10) How can our readers contact you to learn more about you and the work you do in the field of the paranormal?   

 

I can be reached by email at rev_kathy@rocketmail.com and after an initial email am happy to speak on the phone or set up client or team 

appointments for lectures, classes and consultations.  

 

 

 

We at TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC want to thank Rev. Kathy Houck for the interview and being a consultant we use.   

We are honored to call her our friend. 

Sneak Peek 

In the next issue of Bumps in the Night!!!: 

• Paranormal “U” - Ouija Boards 

• Famous Haunts – Myrtles Plantation 

• Tools of the Trade –  E-Pod  

We have TnT Paranormal t-shirts.  Place 

your order today at: 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webs

tore/  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
mailto:rev_kathy@rocketmail.com
http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webstore/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webstore/
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Famous Haunts 

Willow Creek Farm (Carroll County, IL) 

http://www.hauntedwillowcreekfarm.com/   

 
This farm looks like your typical little farmhouse as you drive by.  But 

Willow Creek Farm is rumored to be far more than your average 

farmhouse.  The paranormal claims in this and on this land are 

numerous.  Claims vary from many different kinds of noises, smells, 

people and children singing, talking or crying, full body apparitions, 

being touched or pushed…..the claims vary and are extensive.  The 

house is not the only area on the property where there are claims.  

Many have had experiences in the barn and machine shed along 

with some Native American sightings out in the fields and pastures.   

 

In 1835 William Boardman and his wife Mary sailed from England 

and arrived in New York.  William worked as a blacksmith as they 

made their journey west.  When land was opened for settlement in 

Carroll County, William acquired a team of oxen and worked the 

land for 2 years as required.  After building a cabin on the land in the 

spring of 1939, William went to nearby Rockford to get his wife and 

December 2012 Issue 

their two daughters, Margaret and Mary.  In 1939, William walked to Dixon to file his claim on the land. 

Two brothers, David and Thomas Holmes, married William’s daughters and settled down on the Boardman’s property.  Mary Holmes 

(Boardman) is the owner listed on the house that is now standing at Willow Creek Farm.  The actual date in which the house was built, 

according to some records, was 1878.  Other plat records show 1869; however the home could be older if it was built when David and Mary 

married which was in 1855. 

 

Willow Creek farm is located roughly 45 miles southeast of historic Galena in Carroll County, IL.  The countryside where the farm is located 

has significant Native American history.  The first inhabitant cultures would include Dakota, Fox, Winnebago, Sauk, ancient Illiniwek cultures 

and European settlers.  In 1832 the Black Hawk War begun.  There was plenty of death and destruction.  If this was not bad enough, many 

succumbed to disease as well.      

 

Willow Creek Farm is now a privately own property and a full time residence.  The owner of the property allows scheduled ‘visits’ year round 

so others can meet and enjoy the older ‘residents’ of the home.  According their website, Legends and Lore of Illinois has quoted the property 

as being “the Top 10 Most Haunted Houses in Illinois”.   Perhaps some of those who perished in the Black Hawk War still inhabit the area 

where the farm now sits?  Maybe Mary or William stuck around to care for their home?   

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.hauntedwillowcreekfarm.com/
http://www.hauntedwillowcreekfarm.com/
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Lancey Mansion 
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Is Tinker Swiss Cottage Haunted???    
You be the judge! 

 

Join us for a night of ghost hunting….if you dare! 
 

Hosted by Tinker Swiss Cottage Museum and Gardens and TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

Session 1:  6:00 - 9:00PM (3 

hours)    or     Session 2:  9:30PM 

– 12:30AM (3 hours) 

 

Cost per Session:  $25 in 

advance; $35 at door 

Limit 15 per session 

 

Includes:  Investigation of the 

location and training on the 

equipment used during 

investigations 

 

Sign-up: (Paypal)  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/event

s.htm#890734040  

We are pleased to announce an Investigate with TnT Paranormal Event at 

Tinker Swiss Cottage Gardens and Museum in Rockford, IL on 

Saturday, December 1st.   

To learn more about Tinker Swiss Cottage go to: http://www.tinkercottage.com/ 

If you have questions please contact TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

(info@tntparanormal.com).   

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm
http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm
http://www.tinkercottage.com/
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
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Tools of the Trade 

Inductive Amplifier 

By Tom Dziekan, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

An inductive amplifier is a device that technicians use to locate live wires or cables that are concealed behind walls or other enclosures.  The 

device consists of an on/off button, speaker, volume control, and a probe at the tip of the device.  When turned on and placed near a live wire, it 

emits a loud 60 Hz buzz when the wire’s electromagnetic field (EMF) is detected.  Really anything that emits AC or DC EMF wil l cause the 

inductive amplifier to buzz (e.g. appliances, radios, lamps, improperly grounded outlets, cell phones, etc…)  
 

The inductive amplifier is a device that some paranormal researchers use.  The two main purposes are for detecting manmade EMF and for 

capturing spirit voices. The techniques and theories are as follows: 
 

Detecting Manmade EMF: 

The theory is that spirits produce and communicate over EMF they generate.  When conducting investigations with EMF detecting devices such 

as MEL Meters, KIIs or Ghost Boxes, you cannot be sure if a high EMF reading is caused by manmade EMF or spirit generated EMF.  If your 

MEL meter is displaying a high EMF reading, the inductive amplifier can be used to determine if the EMF is manmade.  If the high EMF causes 

the inductive amplifier to buzz, then you can conclude the EMF is manmade due to some electrical interference nearby.  If it doesn’t buzz, it’s 

likely the EMF is paranormal.  The inductive amplifier is also useful if you want to do a quick sweep of a room to determine if there is any 

electricity running through a room.   
 

Capturing Spirit Voices: 

Drawing on the theory that spirits produce and communicate over EMF they generate, it might be possible that the inductive amplifier’s speaker 

can capture spirit voices.  The reference section below has a link to an investigation that was conducted using an inductive amplifier. 

Inductive Amplifiers cost anywhere from $50 to $100.  They can be modified for paranormal use by making the amplifier more sensitive (e.g 

increasing the gain).  The reference section below has links to a product review of the inductive amplifier as well as instructions on how to 

modify it. 
 

References: 

Video footage Taken in the Basement of Wolfe Manor in Clovis, CA. EVP Session w/ Britt Griffith & Andy Coppock:  Lynette M. 

Gooch’s  “A Night at Wolfe Manor w/ BRE - 12/19/09” (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KuxIg3yBBqo) 
 

Inductive Amplifier Product Review:  Ghost Gadget Guy’s “Review of the Inductive Amplifier” 

(http://ghostgadgetguy.com/Past_Gadgets.html) note: scroll to the December 14th, 2009 post  
 

Inductive Amplifier Modification to Increase Gain:   Paranormal Underground’s “New (or perhaps not so new) gadget”  

(http://www.paranormalunderground.net/forum/topic/395-new-or-perhaps-not-so-new-gadget/)  Note: scroll to the July, 30th, 2010 post 

Bumps in the Night!!!! December 2012 Issue Bumps in the Night!!!! December 2012 Issue December 2012 Issue 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KuxIg3yBBqo
http://ghostgadgetguy.com/Past_Gadgets.html
http://www.paranormalunderground.net/forum/topic/395-new-or-perhaps-not-so-new-gadget/
http://www.paranormalunderground.net/forum/topic/395-new-or-perhaps-not-so-new-gadget/
http://www.paranormalunderground.net/forum/topic/395-new-or-perhaps-not-so-new-gadget/
http://www.paranormalunderground.net/forum/topic/395-new-or-perhaps-not-so-new-gadget/
http://www.paranormalunderground.net/forum/topic/395-new-or-perhaps-not-so-new-gadget/
http://www.paranormalunderground.net/forum/topic/395-new-or-perhaps-not-so-new-gadget/
http://www.paranormalunderground.net/forum/topic/395-new-or-perhaps-not-so-new-gadget/
http://www.paranormalunderground.net/forum/topic/395-new-or-perhaps-not-so-new-gadget/
http://www.paranormalunderground.net/forum/topic/395-new-or-perhaps-not-so-new-gadget/
http://www.paranormalunderground.net/forum/topic/395-new-or-perhaps-not-so-new-gadget/
http://www.paranormalunderground.net/forum/topic/395-new-or-perhaps-not-so-new-gadget/
http://www.paranormalunderground.net/forum/topic/395-new-or-perhaps-not-so-new-gadget/
http://www.paranormalunderground.net/forum/topic/395-new-or-perhaps-not-so-new-gadget/
http://www.paranormalunderground.net/forum/topic/395-new-or-perhaps-not-so-new-gadget/
http://www.paranormalunderground.net/forum/topic/395-new-or-perhaps-not-so-new-gadget/


www.tntparanormal.com   We never charge a client for an investigation!  

Bumps in the Night!!!! 

8 

December 2012 Issue 

Team Photos 

Misc Photos from 2012 
 

TnT Paranormal  Investigators LLC 

Tinker Swiss Cottage, Ghost Tour Presentation, 3/31/2012 Team with author Jeff Mudgett, 2/17/2012 

ParaConference in Rockford, at Veteran’s Memorial Hall, 9/22/2012 Plainfield Public Library, Paranormal Program, 9/5/2012 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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The Grave Robber Next Door... A Love Story: The true story behind Naperville's most notorious secret 

How far would you go to bring back to life a loved-one you had lost? In 1912, an educated man 

in the Midwest laid his beautiful young wife to rest in a local cemetery - but she didn't stay 

there for long. You see, her beloved husband has an idea.... Torrid and true, it's the story of a 

man driven to vacant desperation in the wake of his bride's demise. Some people shouldn't be 

allowed to own a shovel... 

 

Written By:  Kevin J Frantz  

Research by: Kevin J Frantz and Chuck Kennedy 

 

Kevin Frantz and Chuck Kennedy are historians, authors, and operators of several ghost tours: 

HauntedNaperville.com and GhostsOfIllinois.com.  

December 2012 Issue 

The Illinois Road Guide to Haunted Locations 

Your road guide for finding haunted bridges, caves, cemeteries, elevators, gyms, historic 

homes, hotels, inns, mansions, monuments, museums, railroad tracks, restaurants, roads, 

schools, studios, theaters, trees, woods, and much, much more. 

 

Written by: Chad Lewis and Terry Fisk 

Foreword by:  Scott Maruna 

 

Chad Lewis is a Paranormal Investigator with a Master of Science degree in Applied 

Psychology; Organizer and speaker for The Unexplained conferences; and Host of The 

Unexplained radio and television programs. Terry Fisk is a Paranormal Investigator and has 

studied philosophy and religion at the University of Wisconsin and co-host of The Unexplained 

radio talk show. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Greetings Illinois ghost enthusiasts, legend trippers, and paranormal investigators! trueillinoishaunts.com is looking for your 

local ghost stories and paranormal news. Ever wanted to be a reporter, highlighting the strange and unusual in your town? 

Come aboard and submit your stories. Articles about local legends, haunted houses, personal encounters with ghosts, 

investigations, UFO and Bigfoot sightings, and even paranormal events in Illinois are all welcome! 

 

Feel free to submit: 

 

1. Articles about your local haunted places (photos welcome) 

2. Personal experiences (photos welcome) 

3. Investigation summaries (photos welcome) 

4. Videos 

5. Information about upcoming events 

 

With 28,000 to 32,000 visits a month, our website is well respected for its creativity and interesting approach to the genre. Have 

your work read by thousands of people throughout Illinois and all over the United States. Articles should be between 500 and 

800 words, using embedded links for citations. Please send all article submissions to trueillinoishaunts@blackoakmedia.org – 

make sure to include your full name, hometown, and phone number. Only your name and story will be shared with our 

audience. Pen names are acceptable as well. 

 

Whether you live in Chicago, or Galena, or Cairo, our fans are waiting to hear from you! So what are you waiting for? Submit 

your articles now! 

 

- Michael Kleen, author of the Legends and Lore of Illinois, and Haunting Illinois: A Tourist's Guide to the Weird and Wild Places 

of the Prairie State 

 

PS. If you have never been to trueillinoishaunts.com, I suggest you check it out. We have top 10 lists, ghostly games, creepy 

quotes, paranormal 101, interviews with authors and paranormal researchers, and much more! 

 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://trueillinoishaunts.com/
mailto:trueillinoishaunts@blackoakmedia.org
http://trueillinoishaunts.com/
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Paranormal or Not? 

Answer from the previous issue: 

Answer will be provided in next month’s issue. 

Paranormal Talk with Rev. Kathy 

End of Times? 

Contributed By Rev. Kathy Houck, Independent Paranormal 

Investigations Research Consultant 

  

 

From Saint Malachy’s Prophecy of the Popes, to Nostradamus, to the 

prophetic dreams of the Bible’s Daniel to the Mayan Calendar, we 

have all heard about the destruction of the world-as-we-know it on the 

upcoming twenty-first of December this year. Doomsday preppers are 

prepping for everything from solar flares, contagious disease 

outbreak, electro magnetic pulse (or EMP) or massive floods caused 

by the melting of the polar ice caps. How realistic are the prophecies 

that have been told over the last several hundred and even 

thousands of years though? Should we be concerned? Personally, I 

don’t recommend quitting your job or cashing in the 401k just yet.  
  

I have lived through several end times predictions in my lifetime. This 

one is different though. Probably not different in the outcome, but this 

time around the predictions come from so many sources and over so 

many thousands of years that it does make one stop and wonder just 

how humanity may fare when the time comes. The paranormal 

community is up in arms with all the discussion as end times forums 

are bogging down Internet servers.  
  

But seriously folks, should we be worried? From my own perspective I 

recommend families have a ten to fourteen day supply of non-

perishable canned foods and fresh water in case of disaster 

situations. It’s not a bad idea to have an alternative heat and cooking 

source either. This gives major storm and disaster survivor’s time to 

wait for aid from sources outside their immediate communities. This is 

basic planning though, much like having a fire escape route 

established in your home in case of fire.  

  

I honestly think that there is no need to be concerned about the 

ultimate destruction of the Earth. We should protect our families and 

be prepared for the unexpected in all things, but when it comes down 

to it if tomorrow never comes we won’t miss it. Live, laugh, love and 

enjoy the ride through our amazing Universe… 

December 2012 Issue 

The picture above was taken by our trail camera during an 

investigation.  It is not paranormal, just a cool picture. 

The picture above was taken by our trail camera during an 

investigation at Milton School in Alton, IL on 10/20/2012.  Thoughts? 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Is the Historic Coronado Theatre Haunted???    
You be the judge! 

 

Join us for a night of ghost hunting….if you dare! 
 

Hosted by Haunted Rockford and Gardens and TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

Session 1:  6:00 - 9:00PM (3 hours) or 

Session 2:  9:30PM – 12:30AM (3 hours) 

 

Cost per Session:  $25 in advance; $30 at 

door 

 

Includes:  Investigation of the location and 

training on the equipment used during 

investigations.  Feel free to bring your own 

equipment. 

 

Sign-up: 

http://www.hauntedrockford.com/events.html  

We are pleased to announce an Investigate with TnT Paranormal 

Event at Coronado Theatre in Rockford, IL on Saturday, 

February 23rd, 2013.   

To learn more about the Coronado Theatre go to: http://www.coronadopac.org/  

If you have questions please contact TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

(info@tntparanormal.com).   

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.hauntedrockford.com/events.html
http://www.coronadopac.org/
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
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My Paranormal Xmas 

By Susan Haynes 

Two years ago my family and  I took a vacation to a small village in the area of Wisconsin known as Door County during the Christmas holidays. 

I went with a small group of good friends and our children and husbands. There were twelve of us altogether, which more than filled up the tiny 

cabins at the small fishing resort we chose. We liked the outdoors and the deep snow of northern Wisconsin in December, we enjoyed 

snowshoeing and snowmobiling, ice fishing and the quiet isolation and warmth of being with loved ones during the holidays. This was my first 

vacation since getting married the previous February, and Justin and I were looking forward to some down time with Chase, my 4 year old son 

from a previous relationship. 

 

After we had settled into our cabin, Justin and Chase went outside to build a snowman with the other dads and kids while we moms finished the 

unpacking and started dinner. We had decided to eat dinner out only once or twice during our stay, so as to save money. Tonight was Chase’s 

favorite, sketti and meatballs. I poured myself a glass of Shiraz and got the water boiling and sauce started while the meatballs baked. I took a 

sip and looked out the kitchen window at my men and felt so blessed. That’s when the tree fell.  

 

One minute all was peace and fun, the next a tree had fallen on the small group of snowman builders. I dropped my glass and rushed outside to 

see if everyone was okay, heedless of the cold. I saw Chase’s little mittened hand sticking out from under a bough of the fir tree. Sweet Lord, let 

him be okay! Some of the men had gotten up and frantically were pulling the trunk and branches off of the others. Justin was one of them, Thank 

God. Chase was uncovered and his face looked so white and still that I thought he was dead, until his eyelids fluttered open. We picked him up 

and took him inside by the roaring fire, me weeping with joy the whole time. How in the world had this happened? Justin made sure that we were 

all right, then went out to help the others. He came back in moments later to report that everyone had made it, just scrapes and bruises to show 

for the horrible accident. He had looked briefly at the tree trunk and told me somberly that the trunk had been sawed most of the way through, 

and the weight of the snow on the branches must have made it fall. We looked at each other over Chase’s sweet face and shivered. There was 

clearly some sick maniac in the neighborhood. We needed to warn the others and then get the heck out of there. Why tempt fate? 

 

I swept up the glass and finished the dinner while Justin went around to the other cabins to alert the other families what we suspected. Several 

of the men went outside to examine the trunk, just to confirm what Justin had said. They decided that since it was so late, they would keep a 

watch all night and we would caravan out in the morning. They chose shifts, then Justin came back in to let me know what had transpired. We 

woke up Chase, where he had fallen asleep on the couch, then sat down to dinner. I poured wine for Justin and me, while Chase got milk. 

Chase seemed none the worse for his ordeal, and chattered nonstop throughout the meal. Justin was quiet, no doubt brooding on the peculiar 

occurrence. I kept up my end of the conversation with Chase, even as my mind was going 50 miles an hour, trying to make sense of the fallen fir 

tree. After the meal, we sent Chase to change into his pajamas and Justin and I sat in front of the fire after piling the dishes in the sink. We 

talked quietly, speculating on who the culprit could be.  

 

 

Continue to Page 14 
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Continued from Page 13 

 

My Paranormal Xmas 

 

 

An ear-shattering scream rent the peaceful night, bringing us both to our feet. I clutched Justin’s arm as we went to the door and flung it open. 

There in the middle of the cabins was the bloody head of a deer, laid like an offering on the packed snow. What the hell was going on here? The 

owner of the fishing camp ran out of his cabin, boots and parka on and shotgun at the ready. He looked frantically around at our horrified white 

faces, then down at the area around the mangled remains. He had been gone when the tree fell earlier, so Justin went over to him and told him 

about it quietly. He walked over and shone a flashlight on the trunk then started laughing so hard that tears were running down his face.  ”Folks, 

there’s no need to panic. A beaver damaged the tree and a coyote dropped the deer head. I had butchered a deer a few days ago and didn’t 

close the garbage can lid tight enough, I guess. Sorry for the confusion.”  He wiped his face with a bandana while our group stood dumbfounded 

in our doorways.  

 

We left the next day anyway. Nature was maybe too close up there in the wilds of Wisconsin.      

December 2012 Issue 

Name this Haunted Location 

Do you know the name of this haunted location?   Email us with your guess; info@tntparanormal.com.  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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December 2012 Issue 

The following question(s) was/were submitted by our readers, by our online subscribers, or at events.  

 

What is red brick dust used for? 

 

There are many possible uses for red brick dust.  Mostly it is used for protection of a home or business.  It is sprinkled across doorsteps to 

keep bad energy or negativity away.  Much like the way salt is used for protection.  It is always good to remember that you could keep bad 

energy or negativity IN when doing this.   A proper clearing/cleansing of the home should occur prior to using brick dust or salt. 

 

--  Tracey, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC  

 

I heard my daughter talking about “creeping” into a cemetery the other night.  Do you know what “Creeping” is? 

 

There is a term in the paranormal field called “Creeping” that means that the person does not have permission to be in a location, but ignores 

that fact and investigates anyway. Creeping is the same thing as trespassing. I’m sure for some there is a thrill with creeping, but for the true 

paranormal investigator  it is a disgrace to the field.  

 

One of the basic rules for TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC is that we will NOT trespass for any reason. For every case we work, whether it 

is a client or a popular haunted location, we have permission, from the owner and/or tenant, to be there and to conduct the investigation. In 

fact, we get that permission in writing. We will not break that rule ever, for any reason. 

 

--  Melissa, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC  

Ask TnT Paranormal 

We would like to welcome our new team members.  Stop by our website to say hi! 

Steve Joseph, Investigator in Training 

Carl Crooks,  Investigator in Training 

Jennifer Garcia, Investigator in Training 

Jessica Krempp, Data Reviewer 

Bill Krempp, Investigator in Training 

Barb Smith, Investigator in Training 

Welcome to TnT Paranormal 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Events 

• December 1, 2012 – Tinker Swiss in Rockford – Host for Ghost 

Hunt 

• February 23, 2013 – Coronado Theatre in Rockford - Host for 

Ghost Hunt  (Co-host with Tinker and Haunted Rockford 

(http://www.hauntedrockford.com/)  

• March 21, 2013 7PM – White Oak – Romeoville Branch PL 

(101) 

• April 13, 2013 – Tinker Swiss in Rockford – Host for Ghost Hunt  

(Co-host with Tinker and Haunted Rockford 

(http://www.hauntedrockford.com/) 

• October 3, 2013 7PM – Franklin Park PL (102) 

• October 11, 2013 7PM – Frankfort Park District (101) 

• October 12, 2013 1PM – New Lenox PL (101) 

• October 17, 2013 7PM – Lemont PL (101) 

• October 19, 2013 1PM – Steger PL (102) 

• October 24, 2013 7PM – White Oak – Romeoville Branch PL 

(102) 

 

We are adding new events all the time, so check the updated list 

often.  We hope to see you at an event in your area soon. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm  
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AMT Counseling Management 

Services 
Ages 2 through Adulthood 

Contact us: 

 

815 N. Larkin Ave 

Suite 104B 

Joliet, IL 60435 

Phone:  815-730-8900  

Email:  amtcounseling@yahoo.com 

  Services offered 

ADHD   Anger Management 

Anxiety   Asperger's Syndrome 

Autism   Depression 

Domestic Violence Family 

Grief and Loss  Marriage 

PTSD   Sexual Abuse 

And much more 

Investigator Spotlight 

Shannon Tanner 

Data Reviewer 

Tanner was born and raised (and still resides in) SW 

Missouri and had held an interest in the paranormal ever 

since she was a child.  As a child growing up in and around 

old civil war battle sites, former lead mines, and the famous 

SW MO "spook light" she had a lot of exposure to the 

paranormal and "weird" events.  In addition to the 

paranormal, Tanner loves sports, movies, motorcycle 

riding, reading books, and her three dogs (Marley, Sir 

Lancelot, and Remington). 

December 2012 Issue 

Upcoming Paranormal 

Events 

• March 23, Missouri State Penn: 

http://idealeventmanage.com/missouristatepenitentiary.html  

• April 12 – 15, Stanley Hotel, a BRE event: 

http://www.beyondrealityevents.com/  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm
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