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At TnT Paranormal 

Investigators LLC our primary 

mission is to help the client 

with their paranormal 

concerns. We research the 

background of the property, 

gather data during an onsite 

investigation, review that data 

to determine if any paranormal 

evidence was captured, and 

provide the client with a report 

of our findings. We also use 

this time to educate our clients 

on the paranormal field and 

helping to ease their fears. 

  

We would love to assist you 

with your paranormal needs. If 

you would like to know more 

about our services, ask us 

questions, or to request an 

investigation please go to 

www.tntparanormal.com.  

TnT Paranormal Happenings 

May is a special time of year, because, as least in Chicago, spring finally springs.  As the 

old saying goes “April showers bring May flowers.”  May also brings Memorial Day 

weekend, which for most of us signals the start of summer, even though summer doesn’t 

officially start until June.  For TnT Paranormal we have a lot going on in May, from new 

cases, revisiting old cases, and a community service event (to be featured in next 

month’s issue).    

 

This past month brought us new cases, revisiting old cases, team member training, 

library programs in Lemont and Romeoville, and a meeting with Reverend Kathy Houck, 

aka Rev. Kathy on of all days, Friday the 13th.   Rev. Kathy was kind enough to give us a 

one hour overview on the topic of Demonology.  We discussed the myths, the facts, and 

the “what you should know” about the topic. We learned so much from her and can’t 

thank her enough for the information.  We can’t wait to talk with her again.   

 

In April, Founder and Lead Investigator, Melissa Tanner, was interviewed for two 

different publications and/or blogs.  The first was by friend of the team and author, 

Michael Kleen, for his website Legends and Lore of Illinois.   Michael asked questions 

from “How long have you been interested in the paranormal” to “What has been the most 

interesting question raised by a member of the audience?”.  To read the entire interview 

go to: http://trueillinoishaunts.com/2012/04/16/interview-with-melissa-tanner-founder-of-

tnt-paranormal/ .  The second interview was for a blog by Paranormal Investigation and 

Research Society (PIRS) on the topic of “Women in the Paranormal”.     The questions 

for this blog were provided to dozens of women in the field of paranormal and their 

answers were compiled in their entirety.  To read the blog go to:  

http://pirs.blog.com/2012/04/13/women-in-the-paranormal/  

 

We are always on the lookout for new cases and places to investigate, so please keep 

us in mind if you hear of anything.  That’s all for this issue but not all, by any means ,for 

us and what we are up to.  To learn more go to our website (www.tntparanormal.com), 

check us out on FaceBook 

(https://www.facebook.com/#!/home.php?sk=group_146712678732927&ap=1), or Twitter 

(@TnTParanormal). 
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Paranormal “U” 

What is better, Hunting Ghosts in the Day or 

Nighttime? 

Melissa Tanner and Frank Wurczinger by, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

A question we are asked at almost every library we present at, is “What is better, hunting ghosts in the day or nighttime?”   Well the answer is 

not so easily cut and dry.  It also depends on the case we are working on.  Depends on the client for the case. 
 

Let’s start with the biggest myth of paranormal investigation, aka ghost hunting, and that is “ghost only happen at night, especially at 3AM (aka 

the witching hour)”.  Well that is just not true.  We have claims of, and experienced for ourselves, paranormal activity at a ll hours of the day and 

night.   At TnT Paranormal we do not limit ourselves to investigations at night only.  We have conducted investigations during the day as well.  

The start time for an investigation will depend on the reported activity and availability of the client for the investigation. 
 

However, for the most part investigations are conducted at night.  There are many, many reason for this.   We will review those reasons, but 

not necessarily in the order of importance.   Please note we are only touching on a few reasons….we are sure there are more you can think of 

as well. 
 

The first reason is that the nighttime is quieter than the daytime.  At night more people are inside their homes and/or in bed.  The birds and 

other animals outside are often quieter, minus nocturnal animals and birds, such coyotes, owls, raccoons, etc. The car traffic is also much less.   

Therefore, there is less noise contamination from outside of the location. 
 

The second reason is that all of our senses are heightened, especially when we don’t have our eye sight to rely on.   So when  we are lights on, 

and it’s dark in a location, we are more aware of our surroundings and rely on other senses “to feel the environment”.    Our ears kick in and we 

hear better (and / or more…probably because we are paying close attention to what is going on).   Our sense of smell in increased.  Our skin is 

on alert and can feel things around it better.  And believe it or not, your eyes start to adjust and you can start to see in the dark. 
 

A third reason is that the timing for the client and/or the team is better.   Most people have day jobs and/or go to school.  So the night time they 

have more free time to do an investigation.  For us, all of our team members have jobs, so the night time work better for us, because we have 

evenings off. 
 

Another reason is that there are theories that most paranormal activity that has been documented with video equipment has occurred in the IR 

and UV light spectrums.  The equipment that films in those spectrums work better in the dark.  

 

There are many  more reasons that we are sure you can think of if you try.  But like we said at the beginning of the article there is not just one 

reason that teams investigate at the time they investigate.   You need to decide what works best for you and the situation at hand. Happy Ghost 

Hunting!!!! 
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Famous Haunts 

Winchester Mansion, San Jose, CA 

Born in September of 1839 to a prominent family by the surname Pardee, Sarah Winchester’s mysterious life began.  Growing up, she learned 

to play piano and speak four languages fluently; she became the belle of the ball.  Catching the attention of famous Winchester rifle heir, 

William Wirt Winchester, the couple was married in September of 1860.  Sarah’s troubles began a few short years after their marriage when 

they lost their only child, a daughter by the name of Anna.  After being afflicted by a childhood illness known as “marasmus,” the baby lived 

nine days, devastating the affluent family, Sarah in particular.  They never had another child.   
  

Twenty-one years later, tragedy again struck.  Mr. Winchester passed in March of 1881 from tuberculosis.  Sarah inherited more than twenty 

million dollars, though her wealth would not ease her pain.  Rumor suggests that shortly thereafter, Sarah contacted a Spiritualist medium to 

help her through her grief.  "Your husband is here," the medium told her and then went on to provide a description of William Winchester.  "He 

says for me to tell you that there is a curse on your family, which took the life of he and your child.  It will soon take you too.  It is a curse that 

has resulted from the terrible weapon created by the Winchester family.  Thousands of persons have died because of it and their spirits are 

now seeking vengeance."  The medium also told Sarah that she must sell her home and move towards the setting sun, that her husband 

would guide her and he would help her recognize her new home.  The medium also told her "You must start a new life, and build a home for 

yourself and for the spirits who have fallen from this terrible weapon too.  You can never stop building the house.  If you continue building, you 

will live.  Stop and you will die."           
  

Arriving in the Santa Clara valley in California in 1884, Sarah purchased a six-room house and 162 acres of land on which the house stood 

from a physician by the name of Dr. Caldwell.  After tossing out Dr. Caldwell’s construction plans, Sarah soon began her own construction.  

For the next 36 years, local carpenters worked 24 hours a day, every day building and rebuilding, altering and changing, constructing and 

demolishing various sections if the house.  As time passed, rooms became wings, doors opened to windows, countless staircases lead to 

nowhere, blind chimneys, trap doors, and skylights were installed.  By Sarah’s demise in 1922, the house boasted 160 rooms, 2 ,000 doors, 

10,000 windows, 47 stairways, 47 fireplaces, 13 bathrooms, and 6 kitchens, which stood to be seven stories tall.  Carpenters even left nails 

half driven when they learned of Mrs. Winchester’s death.  In 1906, an earthquake leveled the main tower, reducing the house to its current 

four stories.   
  

No one really knows why Sarah built such an impressive mansion.  She never left a journal and was never interviewed by anyone.  None of 

her relatives or employees ever discussed or contradicted the many rumors that surrounded her or her mansion.  The Winchester Mansion is 

now considered one of the most haunted places in America. It is said that Sarah built the house as a maze to confuse the vengeful spirits and 

that she never slept in the same room more than two nights in a row.  In the blue room in the center of the house, it is said that this is where 

Sarah supposedly spoke to the spirits to find out what they wanted her to build next.    
  

Open to the public in 1923, the house quickly became a site of numerous reported hauntings.  Stories of creaking floorboards and rattling 

doorknobs have helped create a portrait of a house with mischievous spirits.  Caretakers have reported footsteps and breathing sounds late 

into the night.  One caretaker states that he heard the sound of a screw slowly turning and then a “plop” as it apparently fe ll to the floor, but 

once he turned on the lights, nothing was out of place.  A friend of this caretaker reportedly has a picture of a man in heavy workman’s 

 

Continue to Page 4 
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Continued from Page 3 

 

Winchester Mansion 

 

overalls, a person neither of them knew to be in the house.  An employee reports that after locking up the house, the locks will mysteriously 

become unlocked at the final door check.  The same employee has reported lights on the third floor turning back on after closing down.  Other 

employees have smelled the odor of hot meals cooking.   

Once the behind the scenes tours opened to the public, allowing patrons into various parts of the basement, a man with dark hair and a mustache 

wearing white coveralls, and pushing a wheelbarrow have been reported by a handful of employees and visitors alike.  This man is often 

recognized in one of the few existing pictures that hang in one of the gardener’s tool sheds.  While people are unsure whether Mrs. Winchester 

remains on the property, there is one report from the office manager who claims to have seen her sitting in a chair in the formal dining room, 

however, no one has ever reported this again. 
   

Winchester mystery house keeps a record of all reported sightings and can be viewed at their website, www.winchestermysteryhouse.com.  The 

building remains open for tours. 

www.winchestermysteryhouse.com 

http://www.prairieghosts.com/winchester.html 

 

Famous Haunts 

What’s on your mind 

Hardest Thing  

By Marcie Clarke, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

Last month’s newsletter contained the question “What’s the most difficult part of being a paranormal investigator?” my response was finding the 

time to accomplish everything necessary to be part of an extremely professional paranormal team.   This month, I decided to ask my fellow team 

members the same question and here are their responses in their own words: 
  

Here’s how our Founder and Lead Investigator, Melissa, feels:: “For me it's a lot of different things. Sometimes dealing with the clients can be 

tough.  They are scared and want answers but we can't always find the answers they want.  More times than not we are able to provide them 

some information to help them, but not always, you feel personally responsible to help eases those fears.   But also ghosts don't perform on 

command, so we rarely get names of who is there and even rarer is the why.  So the unanswered questions are tough for the client, as well as 

us. 
  

If I can say more than one then the 2nd most difficult is dealing with all of the different personalities on the team.  Don’t get me wrong, we get 

along, we are a family but you can't please everyone all of the time.  When one team member is up and another is down so it is a constant 

struggle to keep the team moving forward and I do my best to keep us working as a team. 
 

 

Continue to Page 5 
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Hardest Thing 

 

I guess then lastly would probably be time.  But no matter how hard or difficult it gets...it is all worth it.  It is worth it when you find that one EVP 

that blows your socks off.” 
  

This is what Tom (Investigator) had to say: “I think the hardest thing is dealing with the mystery of the paranormal.  No one has ever come up 

with conclusive scientific evidence that the paranormal exists.  Even how to conduct a paranormal investigation is based on pure theory, how to 

interpret a personal experience is a gray area as well.  I can have a fellow investigator feel the pressure in the room change and I don't feel 

anything.  So are they over reacting or am I not perceptive?  Regardless, because of all this uncertainty I think people fall into 3 general camps: 

True believer (e.g. I don't need any proof that the paranormal exists cause I have faith that it does), Skeptical believer (e.g. seeing is believing), 

Nonbeliever (e.g. hogwash.  I can debunk everything) 
 

I feel I'm somewhere between true believer and skeptical believer.  This may change over time.  Who knows?  I think we are all paranormal 

investigators because we want answers.  Problem is, we may never get them (until we die).  Bummer.  That's the most difficult part of being a 

paranormal investigator.  But the fun part is trying to get to the answer.” 
  

Tracey (Investigator and Case Manager) is in agreement with Tom when it comes to “the hardest part is dealing with the mystery and there is no 

conclusive scientific evidence and investigations are based on pure theory” but the excitement for her lies in trying to find  the answers to the 

unknown! 
 

For Kim (Investigator), she had a different thought:  “I suffer with what I call a paranormal hang-over.  It is caused by being pumped up for the 

investigation.  Having adrenalin rushes throughout the night depending on my personal experiences and the anticipations of anything that could 

happen (i.e. seeing something first hand or finding proof positive that its truly paranormal).  Along with all of these emotions and experiences we 

always stay out later than I would normally would.  So the next day when I have to go to work, I feel totally drained and feel like I had been to a 

wild party the night before.  And like a wild party, it’s totally worth it and I had a great time.” 
  

Frank (Investigator) had other thoughts: “ For me the hardest part is also the most rewarding, evidence review. It can be very tedious sitting and 

listening to or watching hours of data and nothing happens, but when you get that EVP or door opening it is a great rush.” 
 

Susan (Evidence reviewer) was direct and to the point. She said finding time both for review and investigations. 
  

Rena (Investigator-in-Training) feels this was the most difficult part: “I'm going to say that the hardest part for me is the way that some people 

are very excited to hear about what I do, and supportive, but then there are some people who call me crazy because they don't believe in the 

paranormal. I'm not one to get into a confrontation or an argument over the things that they say about it, I just kind of let them have their own 

opinion and I don't try to change it. Not everyone is going to believe in the same things as I do, and that's ok. I do this because I love it and I'm 

passionate about it, no matter what others may think!” 
 

Kerri (Investigator-in-training) believes this: “Being new to the field, I think the hardest part of being a paranormal investigator is learning to trust 

myself, my feelings and intuition. When reviewing evidence, I sometimes feel like "did I just hear that"? I am getting better at identifying other 

 

Continue to Page 6 
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Video Software 

Melissa Tanner, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

During an investigation we put out IR cameras and camcorders to capture video to 

see if we can capture any type of visual data such as a light anomaly or a apparition 

during an investigation.  When we review the video data we use a PC loaded with an 

video software application. There are many, many applications available for use.  

Some are free and some will need to be purchased.     
 

As a team we chose to use an application called  VLC Media Player (aka VLC; see 

photo to the left).  This application allows us to view video, loop video, jump; to a 

specific video time, and to speed up or slow down the video.  VLC also can play 

 

What’s on your mind 

Continued from Page 5 

 

Hardest Thing 

 

sounds and feel I am coming along with deciding what belongs and what doesn't. Prior to going on an investigation, I wanted to take a good look 

at myself before the whole process started. My feelings and intuition are key in remaining open to situations I may come across in the field. I 

want to be able to truly tell whether a room feels different than it did before, or if something has changed. I also want to be approachable to 

someone from the other side if indeed they are trying to reach out for help.” 
  

Jennifer (Investigator-in-training) thinks this is the most difficult: “I think the most difficult thing about investigating the paranormal is coming to 

terms with how what we witness conflicts with what we were raised to believe. Whether it be religion, family upbringing or just preconceived 

ideas in the public’s mind...or in the minds of family and loved ones. People can be highly judgmental when it comes to this stuff. The 

experience can make you question your own very being and destiny which can be uncomfortable ...or thrilling.” 
  

As you can see we all have different thoughts about what the most difficult part of being a paranormal investigator but one thing I think we can 

all agree on, although it can be difficult it is an incredible experience.  Having the opportunity to not only investigate the paranormal and try to 

find answers to the unknown, but also to help people, is something we will never forget. 

audio and video at the same time (as long as it’s part of the same file).  The only down side is that VLC does not allow you to crop out video 

frames.  Meaning if you only want to see this particular 10 sec clip, you will need to use another application to extraction that clip from the 

original file.  Link to the software site:  http://www.videolan.org/ 
 

No matter which application you use there are two things to remember:  1)  Each team member should use the same application and 2)  True 

video data should be able to be played in it’s original state and not modified in any way. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Ghost Trackers 

In this spine-tingling new series, the stars of TV’s GHOST HUNTERS introduce readers to a team of 

paranormal investigators who reunite to defeat a sinister force they unleashed long ago. . . . For fifteen 

years, Amber, Drew, and Trevor have barely been able to recall—let alone explain—what happened the 

terrifying night they decided to explore the old, abandoned Lowry House. According to local legend, the 

house was cursed by a dark past and inhabited by evil. It burst into flames on the night of their visit, leaving 

the friends traumatized and nearly dead with only vague memories of the frightening events they had 

witnessed inside. Now, on the eve of their high school reunion, they have gathered to reopen their 

investigation and figure out, once and for all, what took place that fateful night . . . before the supernatural 

entity they escaped threatens to overtake them again. 

Authors: Jason Hawes, Grant Wilson, and Tim Waggoner  

ISBN-10: 1451613814  

ISBN-13: 978-1451613810   

The following question(s) was/were submitted by our readers, by our online subscribers, or at events.  

 

What is an investigators favorite piece of equipment to use while on location?  

I think it varies from investigator to investigator , and possibly from case to case.  For me it is always the Mel-meter.  A Mel-meter has an EMF 

detector, a thermometer, built in red flashlight, and normally one other built in tool (such as a KII or vibration sensor).  This tool allows me to 

observe the environment around me while investigate. 

-- Melissa 

 

 

Digital Recorder. 

-- Marcie 

Ask TnT Paranormal 

Sneak Peek 

In the next issue of Bumps in the Night!!!: 

• Paranormal “U” –   What are Orbs? 

• Famous Haunts – Lemp Mansion 

• Tools of the Trade –  Human Brain 

We have TnT Paranormal t-shirts.  Place 

your order today at: 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webs

tore/  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webstore/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webstore/
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Paranormal or Not? 

Answer from the previous issue: 

Answer will be provided in next month’s issue. 

Paranormal Talk with Rev. Kathy 

Negative Energy 

Contributed By Rev. Kathy Houck, Independent Paranormal 

Investigations Research Consultant 

Understanding energy from a physics standpoint can explain much of 

what we consider paranormal. Everything in the Universe is a form of 

energy and energy tends to clump together. It's the entire basis 

behind gravity. Also, you never actually get rid of energy; it simply 

transforms to become a different form of energy. Life is energy, 

emotion is energy, and energy moves. 

If there has been oppression in a home or building; illness, trauma, 

depression, mental illness, anger, pain (all forms of energy) that 

negativity can and does collect. You can feel it; it feels heavy and 

dark, negative, and even frightening. If enough of this form of energy 

collects, it can become visible. It doesn’t appear as a person or 

creature though, just an ominous dark and indistinct shadow, much 

like a cloud of blackness. They are most often not as large or tall as a 

person and clump to about waist high though they can be bigger. 

These are the residual negative energy of a space. We know what 

residual haunting is; spirits that replay the same actions over and 

over like a tape. Negative energy shadows are very similar, though 

they play out deep negative emotions over and over. 

If the energy of a space is at the point that dark shadows have 

accumulated, its time to introduce some positive energy. Energy is 

also a form of mass and we know how mass works. Only so much 

can be present within the walls of a container. Energy is partitioned 

into a two part binary system (Landauer, 1961) and all energy 

systems compute as equivalent. The more positive energy is present, 

the less space negative energy has to occupy and vice versa.  

Be happy in your space, laugh, and play, fill it with music and love 

one another. It's literally the best way to keep negative energy at bay. 

Cleansing rituals can move negative energy from a space quickly in a 

clearing, but ultimately it's up to you to choose the energy you want in 

your home. Remember if you choose the cleansing method that 

again, energy moves. Crack windows in each room to allow the 

negativity to escape; or you’ve just locked it up within and the 

cleansing won't be very effective. 

 

The above photo is actually a combination of smoke, light and slow 

shutter speed.   This is a great example of natural causes that look 

scary if the incorrect camera settings are used. 

The above picture was taken of our friend Nick Hanson from 

Ghost Head Soup during an investigation. 

If energy is negative and accumulating to the point of dark shadows 

it's a good time to reflect on the dynamics that occur in your space. 

Remember it's your choice. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Ghostly Believe it or Not 

My First Investigation 

By Kim Slater, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

I have been very interested in the paranormal for many years.  I religiously would watch paranormal TV shows such as Ghost Hunters and 

Ghost Adventures. I would also read books on the subject and search the internet for articles. Although I learned as much as I could on my own, 

I was still on the fence about the paranormal. I never felt that I had any personal experiences that would make me truly believe. I joined a 

Paranormal Investigating team in March of 2011.  After I joined the team all that changed, my fence sitting days were over. 
  

I discovered the team through an old friend.  We hadn't spoken in quite a long time.  Out of the blue I decided to call her to catch up with our 

lives.  When she told me that she was part of a paranormal investigation team I wanted to know more and find out how I could join. 

  

I was very excited and intrigued about the whole process.  I learned that to be a team member took more than just an interest in the paranormal.  

I would have to commit to not only going on investigations but also doing hours of evidence review.  I was willing to do all these things to find out 

answers for myself.   

  

When I started my training I was given hours upon hours of data to review.  They used audio and video evidence from past investigations for 

training.  I would stare for hours at a video recording of an area with a stationary camera pointed in the same spot.  I would also listen to audio 

and found that to be more entertaining.  I soon discovered that it was all worth it when I heard something that wasn't quite normal or saw 

something that I couldn't explain.   

  

Before my official training was complete I had the opportunity to go on a real investigation.  My team and other paranormal teams were invited to 

investigate an abandoned state hospital.  When I say state hospital I mean a mental hospital, what some would call an “Asylum”.  A private party 

had purchased one of the buildings on the site and was in the process of renovating it.  As investigators were to help with some of the clean-up 

and then be allowed to investigate. 

  

We spent many hours cleaning years of decay and debris.  The whole time I spent cleaning I never felt anything unnatural or unexplained.   

  

We finally finished as much as we could do.  We made good progress but not nearly enough, they were going to schedule another cleanup 

session in the future. We took a well deserved dinner break and waited for night fall to begin our investigation.  

  

As it got darker outside it also got colder.  This was March and winter was still in the air.  Many of the teams had left due to the cold or just tired 

from the intense clean up.   

  

We prepared our equipment and waited our turn as another team was inside investigating.  We had a hand held camera with infrared lights, a 

digital voice recorder and an EMF detector.  This was my first investigation and I had no idea what to do and what I could be getting myself into. 

  

The other team came outside and we entered the building.  I entered with equal parts fear and excitement.  The building was about the size of 

four large gymnasiums attached by a series of hallways.  Each large room had a small room with only toilets and separate small room with only 

bathtubs (which were missing). There was no electricity and was very dark. Not pitch black but dark enough to need a flashlight to see.   

 

  

Continued on Page 10 
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We made our way back to the section that our team has cleaned earlier that day and began the investigation.  We entered the large room and 

listened in silence for a while then began to ask questions directed to the possible entities present.  I didn’t say much I was just observing the 

process and trying to learn techniques. I was standing close to the entrance of one the bathtub rooms.  I kept shining my flash light towards the 

area.  I couldn’t stop thinking that I felt that something was in there, but I didn’t say anything. Finally after about 15 minutes I asked if we could go 

into the room.  They agreed and as we began to walk towards it I stopped dead in my tracks.  I was overcome by an intense feeling of dread.  I 

don’t know if it was my own personal dread or a feeling of residual negative energy.  It was something that I had never exper ienced in my life, it 

made me feel uneasy.  I could not take one more step towards that room. My teammate told me to think of a white light and positive energy.  As I 

did the feeling went away and I was able to enter the room with no apprehension at all. We continued the investigation and the feelings that I had 

never returned and we didn’t encounter anything else that appeared paranormal. 

  

Needless to say the personal experience that I had was something that stuck with me for a very long time. I have been on many investigations 

since then and I have had these intense feelings on multiple occasions.  I know now that it is not personal fear.  I dive into an investigation head 

first and never feel afraid.  I truly believe that what I feel is the energy or the emotions that is created by the entity. I now look forward to these 

personal experiences; it confirms to me that we are sometimes with others that we cannot see.  

Continued from Page 9 

 

My First Investigation 

Paranormal Fiction 

 

The House on Magnolia 
Part 3 of 3 (Part 1 from March and Part 2 from April issues) 

By Susan Haynes, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

 

 

 

 

When Rosie resumed, she told us how the house had been owned by a successful businessman and his wife at the turn of the century, and that 

the couple had three kids. The oldest was the girl, Leticia, who had been killed, the middle child was the boy, Daniel and the youngest was a baby 

when the horrific events had been killed. This child, Aubrey, was likewise a successful businessman in town, who had died just a few years ago.  

 

His widow was still alive and lived at the nursing home across town. Rosie thought we should go talk to her, that maybe she would have some 

information that would shed some light on the situation. Added to this information was the fact that the house was more often empty than 

occupied for the next eighty years, until I had bought the house. This was attributed to the rumors that the house was creepy, but not said to be 

outright haunted. But nobody stayed for long, and even I hadn’t been there but six months before the craziness really kicked up a notch. 

 

Continued on Page 11 
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Continued from Page 10 

 

The House on Magnolia – Part 3 
 

Josh had decided to analyze the list of objects that I had found, and his conclusion was that they were all placed by the gir l, not the boy. There 

was a message there, but he couldn’t yet decipher it. The decision was made to do a full-scale investigation of the house, with cameras and data 

recorders and the whole shebang. We agreed to six o’clock the next evening, and broke for the night. 

 

I didn’t sleep well that night, tossing and turning. My dreams when I did sleep were terrible and dark. I woke at dawn with a dreadful headache. 

Rufus licked my hand in sympathy and we went downstairs together. I made myself a cup of tea and sat on the back deck with a sweater pulled 

tight around me. Whatever I’d got myself into, I was going to have to pull on my big girl panties and brave whatever came. But I had to admit to 

myself that I was scared to death. My thoughts turned to the paranormal team. What a brave bunch of people! I was so glad that they were willing 

to come to my rescue. I wasn’t sure that they weren’t a bit naïve about what was to come, but maybe that was a good thing. It made them all the 

more brave, to me.  

 

That evening we gathered on the porch of my house, saying a blessing of protection before we went in. We all put on a brave face and opened 

the door with my key. As soon as we entered, Josh flicked on the lights and made for the dining room. This was where he had decided to set up 

his command center. The rest of the team followed with the masses of equipment that they’d pulled from the back of Josh’s van . As they set up all 

the cameras and other audio and video equipment, I wandered from room to room, wondering if I’d ever get my house back. I suppose that was 

my greatest fear, really. I had grown immensely fond of the old girl, and didn’t want to ever leave. After an hour and a half, we went out to the 

backyard for what Josh called ‘quiet time’. This was when they left all of the equipment running for a half hour in the empty house to see if 

anything was captured before the investigation began in earnest.  

 

We went back in by the kitchen door, where they turned off the lights. Then they moved through the rest of the house shutting off lights and 

rechecking the equipment. They found that many of the batteries had been drained while we were outside, which was apparently not uncommon 

in an actual haunting. It seemed that the entities used the energy from the batteries to ‘power’ themselves up. After replacing the batteries, the 

team split up into teams to begin the investigation, putting me with Josh and Rosie. They left a team by the video monitoring equipment to keep 

an eye on what was happening.  

 

My team went upstairs to the attic to begin, and Josh decided to do an EVP session, where he would ask questions and hopefully record answers 

on his Digital Voice Recorder. He began by introducing us and assuring the entity that we meant no harm, we just had questions. Then he asked 

who the entity was and what their name was, their relationship to the house and the original owners. After several more such questions, Rosie set 

a ball on the floor and asked the entity to move it, since we all assumed that this was a child we were dealing with. After about five minutes of no 

activity, the ball actually rolled across the floor and bumped down the stairs! Naturally I was freaked out by this, but Rosie and Josh were very 

pleased. We followed the ball down the steps to the second floor where it had landed by the door to my bedroom. Again we did an EVP session, 

and then moved into my room where we found that a panel in the wainscoting had popped open. This was a new hidey-hole that I hadn’t found 

and in it was a diary written by the little girl who had been pushed down the steps by her brother. We decided that we wouldn ’t take the time to 

read that yet, but continued to take temperature readings and ask questions for the DVR. After a time, we went downstairs and other team  

 

Continued on Page 12 
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Continued from Page 11 

 

The House on Magnolia – Part 3 
 

members went to do their investigation while we sat by the monitoring equipment. At three a.m, we called it quits and turned the lights back on 

and packed up the equipment. We put it into the team’s vehicles, and then they went on their way while I went next door to sleep. We would meet 

in a week to go over what evidence they had found after their review. 

 

I kept the diary, and the next morning I started to read. And what a horrifying tale it was! Apparently the little girl had been terrorized by her 

brother for years, while having her pleas for help ignored by her parents. They dismissed her complaints as figments of her imagination, or boyish 

pranks. Oh, this poor child! I was so saddened and disgusted. This was no way to live, especially for a sensitive little girl . Her brother had put a 

dead raccoon in her dresser drawer, which probably explained the paw that I had found, and had done numerous other wicked acts against her. I 

just could not understand why her parents were so deaf and dumb to her plight. 

 

Reading on, I found that the girl was describing some strange ritual that she caught her brother doing up in the attic. Frankly, I felt that it smacked 

of black magic, so I called Josh to ask his opinion. When I described what sounded like a pentagram that the boy had drawn on the wood floor, 

Josh confirmed my thoughts. This was certainly evil, and Josh said he would call the priest back to the house for an exorcism as soon as 

possible. He felt that the little girl was probably trapped there, but that the evil presence was definitely the boy, and must be banished in order for 

me to be able to return to my home. He told me that we would all meet at my house the next evening at five to go over the evidence. I was so 

impatient, I just wanted this to be over with and life to return to normal. I relaxed the rest of the day with my hosts, then Rufus and I went for a 

walk. We went past my house and I glanced up at the front of it, wishing that all this had never happened. When I looked up at the attic windows I 

thought I saw a face at the lower right pane, but when I blinked it was gone. I thought it was probably my imagination and shook it off. Rufus 

pulled me on down the sidewalk and we continued our walk.  

At five the next evening, the team met up at my house and we went into the dining room to go over the evidence. There was no video evidence 

other than the ball bouncing down the steps, but there were several EVP’s, which scared me to death. The first audio file was  apparently the girl 

saying “Help me”, then, “He did it”. The next file was a deep male voice apparently intoning a chant of some sort. Father Ryan thought he could 

make out some Latin words, which led everyone to believe it was the boy doing his evil demonic calling. The last file was the little girl again, 

“Watch him, bad”. I shivered at this, feeling that it was a clear warning. Father Ryan agreed and decided to start his exorcism ritual immediately. I 

was sick to my stomach so I left to wait it out at my neighbors’ home. The team was to come get me when it was all over. 

I waited on pins and needles, pacing the floor and probably driving Bill and Sharon crazy. After an hour and a half, Josh led the team across the 

lawn to the side door and they came in and sat down in the family room. I was so anxious that I thought I would throw up, but the smiles on 

everyone’s faces assured me that it went well. Father Ryan told me that during the exorcism there was a lot of violent knocking and objects flying 

around. But as soon as he’d finished there was a profound sense of peace that descended, and all activity ceased. The whole team felt that it was 

over, so I walked over with them to check it out myself. I could feel it when I walked in the door, and I was weak with relief. I walked around the 

whole house and no longer felt there was anything there that didn’t belong there. Well, other than a bouquet of dandelions that was laid on my 

pillow. I think the little girl left it there to let me know that she was grateful, and was at last at peace. I was so grateful too, and gave Josh a 

generous check, over his protests, to fund the purchase of more equipment with which to help others who found themselves the unwitting victims 

of paranormal phenomena. It’s been three years now, and nothing further has occurred, so I am comfortable that the haunting is over, and Rufus 

and I are very happy in our home. 
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Team Photos 

Tinker Swiss Cottage 
Rockford, IL 
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Investigator Spotlight 

Rena Martinez  

Investigator in Training 

Rena was born and raised in South Chicago Heights and currently 

resides in Steger with her husband John and their children.  She is 

also mom to a 90 lb shepherd-mix named Scooby and a very 

chubby Chihuahua puppy named Papi.  For five years, Rena 

worked as a vet-tech and fostered many homeless, sick, or injured 

animals ranging from iguanas to raccoons and everything in 

between.  She has also worked as a aide for the mentally and 

physically disabled individuals.  She is currently a stay at 

home mom raising her daughter and four sons; which keep her 

very busy.  She enjoys reading, cooking, singing, chasing storms, 

and camping with her family.  Rena has been fascinated by all 

things paranormal since she was very young.  She is a believer, 

due in part to numerous experiences she has had throughout her 

life.  She learns all she can about the subject and is super excited 

to be a part of the TnT Paranormal team!  She is really looking 

forward to working with all of the team members.   

Upcoming TnT Paranormal 

Events 

• September 20, 7PM – Cary Area Public Library (101) 

• September 22 - Paranormal Event in Rockford 

• September 27, 7PM – Roselle Public Library (101)  

• October 2, 6:30PM, Three Rivers Library, Minooka (102) 

• October 4, 7PM, Oak Brook Library (102) 

• October 11, 7PM – Franklin Park Public Library (101)  

• October 16, 7PM, Carol Stream Library (102) 

• October 18, 7PM, Steger Library (101) 

• October 25, 7PM, Lockport Library (101) 

• October 30, 6:30PM, New Lenox (102) 
 

We are adding new events all the time, so check the updated 

list often.  We hope to see you at an event in your area soon. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm  

  

If you know of any location looking for a team to present at 

and/or host an investigation at please feel free to pass along 

our contact information. 

Upcoming Paranormal 

Events 
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• May 4, 2012, Rose Island Lighthouse, RI 

http://idealeventmanage.com/roseislandlighthouse.html  

 

• May 26, 2012, Fort Mifflin, Philadelphia, PA, 

http://idealeventmanage.com/fortmifflin2012.html  

 

Events are being added all the time.  Good sites to watch are:  

http://idealeventmanage.com 

http://www.beyondrealityevents.com  

http://darknessradio.com/  

AMT Counseling Management 

Services 
Ages 2 through Adulthood 

Contact us: 

 

815 N. Larkin Ave 

Suite 104B 

Joliet, IL 60435 

Phone:  815-730-8900  

Email:  amtcounseling@yahoo.com 

  Services offered 

ADHD   Anger Management 

Anxiety   Asperger's Syndrome 

Autism   Depression 

Domestic Violence Family 

Grief and Loss  Marriage 

PTSD   Sexual Abuse 

And much more 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm
http://idealeventmanage.com/roseislandlighthouse.html
http://idealeventmanage.com/roseislandlighthouse.html
http://idealeventmanage.com/fortmifflin2012.html
http://idealeventmanage.com/
http://www.beyondrealityevents.com/
http://darknessradio.com/

