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(Bloodstains). We are prepping for more cases and our event schedule for March.

Ghostly Believe it or
Not

If you don’t know Jeff and have not checked out his book Bloodstains…you should.
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City). Jeff will be at Tinker Swiss Cottage on 3/31 to talk about his book and sign

Jeff is the great, great grandson of serial killer Dr. H.H. Holmes (Devil in the White

autographs. To find his book go to: http://www.bloodstainsthebook.com/index.html.

At TnT Paranormal
Investigators LLC our primary
mission is to help the client
with their paranormal
concerns. We research the
background of the property,
gather data during an onsite
investigation, review that data
to determine if any paranormal
evidence was captured, and
provide the client with a report
of our findings. We also use
this time to educate our clients
on the paranormal field and
helping to ease their fears.

We would love to assist you
with your paranormal needs. If
you would like to know more
about our services, ask us
questions, or to request an
investigation please go to
www.tntparanormal.com.

Please note we start our 2012 library program this month. Come join us at the Oak
Brook Public Library for the Paranormal 101 program on the 8th. To see our entire
calendar and list of events go the last page of this newsletter or
http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm#614365348 for details.

We are excited to announce that we have been invited back to Tinker Swiss Cottage
Museum and Gardens, in Rockford IL, on March 30th to host a presentation on the
paranormal and lead a tour of the location. To learn more about the tour or the
location go to: http://www.tinkercottage.com/upcoming-events.html. This is a
gorgeous location and Steve, the curator, is a great tour guide. We hope to see you
there.
We are always on the lookout for new cases and places to investigate, so please
keep us in mind if you hear of anything. That’s all for this issue but not by any
means, all for us and what we are up to. To learn more go to our website
(www.tntparanormal.com), check us out on FaceBook
(https://www.facebook.com/#!/home.php?sk=group_146712678732927&ap=1), or

Twitter (@TnTParanormal).
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Bumps in the Night!!!!
Paranormal “U”
Glowing Plants and Fungi - Don't Mistake Them For Paranormal
by Angela Sangster

One of the things we see when looking at photographs are glowing anomalies, often which are explained by camera straps, dust, bugs, and
the like. However, there are other things to consider and question about the environment when the picture was taken. For centuries, people
have reported seeing glowing balls of light in trees or close to the ground, much of which can be explained by natural means. One of these
explanations is the possibility of light-emitting fungi growing on plants and trees. Owls and other birds can carry fungi on their feathers from
coming into contact with rotting trees and vegetation. When they fly away, it can appear as though there are glowing lights that don't seem to
have a source, which often gets mistaken as something paranormal.

One type of fungus that is common in many areas is Armillaria mellea, or "honey fungus". This is often found in rotting trees. When owls roost,
their feathers accidentally pick up this fungus and when they fly it appears as moving, glowing bits of light. When they are stationary in trees or
rooftops, the only thing that may be seen at night is the luminescence of the feathers. If pictures show up with these types of anomalies and it is
ruled out as bugs or dust, this is something that must be considered, especially if it is outside or in an old abandoned building that may have
owls roosting in the rafters.

One article that was found during this research states that there are approximately fifty species of fungi that are bioluminescent (found at
http://www.mykoweb.com/articles/BioluminescentFungi.html if you care to do further reading). It isn't fully known what causes some fungi to
glow while others do not, however it has been hypothesized that it is simply part of individual metabolic processes. One theory states that when
lignin, a polymer found in both wood and plants starts to decompose, excess oxygen is absorbed in response to the peroxides created during
this degradation. This is thought to possibly cause the luminescent effect.

For further reading, please check the following links
http://www.livescience.com/2759-freaky-fungi-glow-dark.html
http://www.gardenguides.com/87077-plants-glow-dark.html

A couple of examples of the glowing plants and mushrooms found on Google images:
http://www.wonderfulinfo.com/winfo/glowmushrooms/pic03.jpg (glowing mushrooms)
http://www.shoarns.com/glowing%20wood%20002%20-s%20-c.jpg (glowing wood)
http://www.chicagowildernessmag.org/issues/fall2008/images/foxfire.jpg (this is an image of Armillaria mellea, the fungus commonly picked up
on owl's feathers)

www.tntparanormal.com

2

We never charge a client for an investigation!

Bumps in the Night!!!!
Tools of the Trade
Parabolic Microphone
Melissa Tanner, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC
You don’t always need to spend a lot of money to have a great tool for your
paranormal toolbox. One such tool is a portable Parabolic Microphone, aka
Parabolic Mic. We made one for ourselves and it cost less that $10 to make.
In this article we’ll discuss what a parabolic mic is, why it is a great tool, and
how to make one.
So what is a Parabolic Mic? Per Wikipedia, a parabolic microphone is a
microphone that uses a parabolic reflector to collect and focus sound waves
onto a receiver. To learn more go to:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parabolic_microphone.

In our case the reflector

was a simple hat umbrella and the receiver was a lapel microphone
connected to a digital recorder.
Why is a Parabolic Mic a great tool? With the use of a Parabolic Mic you can turn a normal digital recorder into a highly sensitive digital
recorder. The use of the mic will allow the digital recorder to pick up sounds or voices coming from farther away and/or sounds that are very
faint. Until you hear the audio from the use of one you won’t be able to appreciate how much better the microphone will pickup sound.
To make your own parabolic mic all you need is a hat umbrella, a paint roller, some duct tape, a lapel microphone, and a digital recorder to
hook it too once your done. The hardest part to find, believe it or not, was the hat umbrella.

You take the hat umbrella and remove the hat

band portion. Then put some duct tape in a triangle shape in one of the umbrella pains. Then cut a slit into it (the mic goes through the slit.

The either remove the umbrella tip or drill a hole in it so that you have a cylinder through the umbrella to slide the paint roller into. Take the
paint roller and remove the extra pieces until you only have the handle and main rod left. Slip that through the top of the umbrella. Then
connect the microphone about 3 inches from the end of the paint roller rod. Connect to a digital recorder. Wah lah! A cheap and easy
Parabolic Microphone. To learn more how to make an economical
parabolic mic view the following YouTube video:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BvP0OlfXaSU
Another item that can be used as a Parabolic Mic is a bay window for a
location. Try placing a digital recorder on the legend in the center of
the bay window. The bay window will act as the Parabolic portion to amplify
the sound in the room. Try it on your next investigation.

Additional information can be found at:
http://www.ehow.com/way_5569096_doityourself-parabolicmicrophone.html
http://www.answers.com/topic/parabolic-microphone
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Bumps in the Night!!!!
Hosted by Tinker Swiss Cottage Museum and Gardens
and TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC

Paranormal
Presentation
and Tour

Date: March 30, 2012
Time: 7:00 – 9:30PM
Cost: $20 per person or $15 for members
Location: Tinker Swiss Cottage in Rockford, IL
Go to http://www.tinkercottage.com/upcomingevents.html to learn more and sign-up!

Famous Haunts
Whispers Estate, Mitchell, IN
Websites: http://www.haunted-places-to-go.com/whispers-estate.html and http://whispersestate.net/
Whispers Estate is a 3,700 square foot, old Victorian style home located in Mitchell Indiana. The original structure was constructed in 1899.
The home was built by Dr. John and Jessie Gibbons. John and Jessie Gibbons appeared to be kind people and opened their home by
adopting 3 children. One of the children, Rachael who was 10 years old, started a fire in the area of the parlor of the home. The child received
horrible burns and was taken to a bedroom on the top floor of the home. Within 48 hours of the burns, the child passed away. Shortly after
this child’s death, an infant they had adopted passed away in the master bedroom area of the home.
The grief that Jessie suffered through took its toll on her and she became ill. Jessie developed a severe case of pneumonia a couple of weeks
after the infant’s death. She died in the same master bedroom as the infant, as a result of complications from the pneumonia.
Unusual events started to take place shortly thereafter Racheal’s death. There are reports of seeing a little girl, around 10 years of age, in
various locations around the estate including inside of the home. Additionally, there are reports of the scent of baby powder and hearing cries
in the master bedroom. In this bedroom, there are reports of hearing coughing and what sounds like someone having difficulty breathing.
Many have felt incredible pressure on their chests and have experienced door handles moving on their own.
In later years there were more reported deaths at the estates. A small boy reported falling inside the home and later dying from his injuries.
An older man died in one of the bathrooms on the top floor of the home of what is believed to be natural causes. Other reported experiences
are smells of cologne or antiseptics, tobacco, burned flesh, bad cabbage. There are sightings of ‘Big Black’ which is a large figure that is said
to be ‘not of this world’. Women report being grabbed; toys being thrown down the stairs; psychics feeling that there are 1-2 dozen entities at a
time; numerous graves onsite; captured EVP’s.
In 2006, the home was purchased and renovations started on making the home into a bed and breakfast. It is believed that the renovations
kicked the paranormal happenings into high gear. Instead of the occasional sighting it became a common occurrence. Several people report
whispering coming from all directions in the home and as a result of these whispers, the building was named Whispers Estates. The structure
no longer operates as a bed and breakfast and is now open for visits.
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From the Paranormal Store
Talk to Me - What the Dead Whisper in Your Ear
After three years, I am finally ready to release my fourth book, Talk to Me. I have pulled a collection of
stories from my personal life and readings from my reading vault that cover a wide range of types of loss,
and how to cope. I begin the book describing how spirits talk to me and how you can see signs, too. This
gives us a footing to delve into the many stories that are told from both my perspective, and in the words of
the person being read. I devote a chapter to kids with abilities and kids trying to cope with loss. Our
daughters are older now, so they have included their tips for kids with the "gift," so younger children can hear
the advice from those to whom they can relate. I recount readings from spouses, children, and parents who
have died through natural means or at the hands of others, including a tribute chapter for our soldiers. On
the cover, I'm holding a picture of my dad, so I thought it would be special to release my book the week of
Father's Day! Coincidentally, nine years ago (2002) Father's Day was the last day I saw my dad alive. I know
many of you miss your dads and granddads, too, so here's to them-the men in our lives!
Author: Allison DuBois (Author), Joe DuBois (Foreword)
ISBN-10: 0976153513
ISBN-13: 978-0976153511

Ask TnT Paranormal
The following question(s) was/were submitted by our readers, by our online subscribers, or at events.

If I go on an investigation, can a ghost or spirit follow me home?
Being a paranormal investigator can be exciting, challenging and in some cases a little dangerous. One danger of paranormal investigating is
the chance of bringing a ghost or spirit, otherwise known as a hitchhiker, home with you. Although not common, this is a very real chance you
take in this field. As an investigator, you need to realize this and take necessary precautions to prevent it. This can be done by asking your
almighty for protection (saying a prayer) before an investigation, carrying crystals, a crucifix or other sources of security for you, and before
leaving the investigation site, commanding the ghosts or spirits to remain where they are. Make it clear that they are not allowed to follow you
home. Be aware and don’t be fooled into believing it can’t happen. It can and it has.

- Marcie Clarke, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC

Sneak Peek
In the next issue of Bumps in the Night!!!:

We have TnT Paranormal t-shirts. Place

• Paranormal “U” – Friday the 13th

your order today at:
http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webs

• Famous Haunts – Stanley Hotel

tore/

• Tools of the Trade – Thermometers
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Paranormal Talk with Rev. Kathy

Paranormal or Not?

Psychic Senses
Contributed By Rev. Kathy Houck, Independent Paranormal
Investigations Research Consultant
Last month I touched base on why those interested in the paranormal
tend to seek out haunted locations. For myself it’s more than the hope
of seeing a ghost or experiencing a paranormal thrill, instead it’s the
opportunity to test the psychic waters of self. Many who haven’t
developed their gifts don’t understand just what it is they experience.
Touch a wall and images of times past flood through your mind, rest
your head on a pillow in a hotel and music fills your dreams, feel the
touch of a hand that isn’t there, or hear children playing when there

are none nearby. There might be more to that than one might think.
The above picture was taken by a team while on vacation in FL. What

Why do some people see spirits when others never do? Very

do you make of the strings of light?

probably for the same reason some people hear voices others don’t.
Of course there are mental diseases and disorders that can cause

Answer will be provided in next month’s issue.

these things, but there are numerous reports of individuals
experiencing this kind of phenomena who have no history of mental

Answer from the February Issue:

illness whatsoever and by all accounts are quite credible.
Each and every one of us has our own unique blend of spiritual
gifting. Even a simple knot in your stomach when your daughter

hasn’t called home and you know something isn’t right, can be
attributed to this sort of gift. It is the bond we as humans are intended
to have and those inner instincts we can’t explain. It’s normal and
natural to test our gifts at some point in our lives and the paranormal
offers us that opportunity to research our gifts through what we

experience and then validate them through real and factual scientific
research.
So what are we left with? Essentially we have the choice to either
ignore or develop the psychic senses we each have. When we
investigate a haunting are we searching for evidence of ghosts and
The above picture was taken by a team member during a walkthrough

entities that we can’t physically experience in the world, or is it

of a location that had caught on fire a few weeks prior. This location

possible we are searching for the truth about our own abilities and our

has reported paranormal activity. The misty looking matter that

true selves? Maybe we don’t really understand just what it is we are

appeared in the photo was also seen with the naked eye. They tried to

out to prove.

find the source, but it disappeared before they could. You be the judge!
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Ghostly Believe it or Not
Nothing like a slamming door to get your heart a pumping
By subscriber Matt

My wife and I live in a two story, four bedroom house on a quiet street in a great neighborhood. So, needless to say, we were not prepared for
what was in store for us last December in our home.
We were getting ready so that we could go to our daughters holiday program at school and we were in the master suite of our home. We were
rushing around and changing clothes and such, when all of a sudden the door to the master bedroom suite slammed shut. Mind you, it did not

close; it slammed shut. We both were startled and I asked my wife, “Did you shut the door?”. However, when I looked at her face I could clearly
see that she did not. A couple of things to note at this point are that the kids were not home at the time; we have a dog, but he was locked up in
his kennel; we have a cat; and the cat is not allowed in our room…ever.
After I noticed the look on my wife’s face I ran to the door and opened it and right outside of the door was the cat. I thought, ok, that is weird. I
then tried over and over again to get the door to shut on it’s own. I tried shutting the closet door. Tried stomping on the floor. None of my tests
worked.
I then tried to shut the door myself to see how much force it would take to have it close like that. Much to my amazement it actually takes a lot to
get it to shut. I had to practically slam it myself to get it to close with the same force.
As I was finishing up the tests on the door…with no luck…my wife approaches me and we begin to talk about what just happened. I mentioned
how it was weird that the cat was at the door and it was as if the door slammed in his face. As if something knew he was not supposed to come
into our room…since I have asthma. My wife then starts to make these weird noises, almost like a small scream and then backs up. I asked
her what was wrong and she said that something seemed to come at her from the floor upwards toward her face. I thought, that is weird I saw
nothing. As I started to speak those words out loud, it felt as if something tried to touch my right ear. I immediately looked up expecting to see a
spider or a spider web above me. Nothing.
So, needless to say, my wife and I were very startled by these events. We stood there for a bit and discussed what had happened. We
wondered what could it be? What could have caused these three events to happen in less than a 5 minute period of time? Was the door
something with pressure change in the house, even though no one opened an external door? Was what my wife saw just a stray fiber from
clothing or a hair? What would cause me to feel as if I was touched?
In the past, at our home, we did have other odd things occur. We have seen shadows and have nothing there or find a cause for them. We have
seen flashes of light that could not be explained. We have heard voices but no one was there to make them.
We can’t say for sure what we experienced that night but we sure hope to find out. We are having TnT Paranormal come out to our home in
March to see if they can find us some answers. We are not afraid, just hoping to find the truth. We will keep you posted of any new ghostly

occurrences.
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Bumps in the Night!!!!
Paranormal Fiction

The House on Magnolia
Part 1 (Part 2 will be in the April 2012 issue)
By Susan Haynes, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC

My new house was an old Queen Anne, painted antique blue with white trim, and I loved it the minute I saw it. It was set on a big lot on Magnolia
Street, in the older part of town, with flower beds all around the yard. As they say though, things change, and over the course of six months they
changed in a big way.
The house looked a lot like an antique doll house, with lots of gingerbread trim and charming nooks and crannies sprinkled throughout. Every day

after I moved in, I searched for new secrets, and had a great time finding them. There was a false panel in the library wall, behind a built-in
bookcase, which I found quite by accident. I was setting books and knick-knacks on the shelves when I banged a vase up against the frame of
the case and the panel opened up and revealed a space behind, which measured about five-by-seven inches. In it I found two things, seemingly
unrelated. A child’s doll from the early 1900’s and an old copy of Little Women by Louisa May Alcott. I really could make nothing of them, or why
they were hidden there.
I found a few other hiding places, but I’m sure there were many that I never found. I quit looking after a while, afraid of what else I would find. It
was almost like I was playing a game with someone I couldn’t see, and I grew frightened. In every spot I found new items, some seemingly
innocent, others of a darker turn. Once I found what appeared to be a desiccated paw of an animal. Over the course of the next few weeks I
unpacked all the moving boxes and decorated the ten rooms with the heirlooms from my family. I had lots of antiques from both sides of my family
and they went well with the style of the house. It struck me as silly that I was going to live there all by myself in this huge house, but I really didn’t
care. I enjoyed the freedom that so much space gave me. I decided that I would get a dog from the humane society to share the house and make
me feel a little more secure. Rufus was a big hound dog, like what you see collapsed under the porch of southern houses in the movies. He was
great company for me, although he seemed a bit skittish whenever he was in the house. He would start at any noise, and stare at an empty
corner with what looked like fear on his face. It added to my uneasiness, but I tried to shrug it off. What else could I do, really? I had sunk an
enormous amount of money into this house and I had to stay.
At one point though, I finally decided I had to get help. What happened late one night was enough to send me running out of the house. Rufus
and I were fast asleep in my bed when we were awakened by a crash from downstairs. I threw on my robe and slippers and flew down the stairs
to see what had happened. There was a hall tree in the entry way and it had fallen over, breaking the mirror on the wall on the way down. This
thing weighed at least three hundred pounds! No way did it fall over by itself. There were shards of glass all over the hardwood floor and I was

Continued on Page 9
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Bumps in the Night!!!!
Paranormal Fiction
Continued from Page 8

The House on Magnolia
afraid Rufus would cut his paws so I shooed him into the kitchen. Well, that was a mistake! Cupboard doors flew open and food and dishes began

flying across the room, narrowly missing me. Rufus ducked under the kitchen table. I was absolutely shocked and couldn’t move for a few
minutes, until I got hit in the shoulder by a serving platter. That made me move, and I grabbed Rufus by the collar and ran out the back door into
the yard. I could still hear things hitting the walls and floor. What a nightmare!

I ran next door to the neighbors and banged on the door. Bill and Sharon came down and peeked out the curtain before opening the door. After

hearing my story, Bill grabbed a flashlight and went over to see for himself while Rufus and I sat on the couch trembling. Sharon looked like she
thought I had lost my mind, kind of sneaking glances out of the side of her eye. Well, I guess a few months ago I would have done the same. Bill
returned in about ten minutes with a terrified look on his face. He had walked in the back door and while everything was peaceful, there was
indeed a huge mess all over the kitchen. He had gone all over the house, looking for an intruder, but of course there was none. As he reentered
the kitchen on his way out, he was hit from behind with a can of vegetables and knocked sprawling on his hands and knees amidst the flour,

sugar, broken dishes, etc. He looked behind him, but there was no one there. He got to his feet and ran screaming out the door and back to his
own house. I was glad in a way, because I figured that I wouldn’t be believed if no one else saw or experienced what I had. W e sat in the living
room until dawn, sipping coffee and discussing what to do. I was so happy to have some help, finally. I told them the whole story from the time I
had moved in, including the items that I had found. We concluded that I needed to call in a paranormal team, and maybe a priest for good
measure. We needed to find out what was happening and who or what was haunting my house!
I left Rufus at Bill and Sharon’s while I went back home to change my clothes. I figured nothing would happen in daylight. That was true, but I did
find a strange sign in the flour on the kitchen table. It was a pentagram written in a shaky hand, with two letters beside it. J. and P. I took a picture
of it with my cell phone when I had gotten dressed and grabbed my purse from my bedroom, then locked the door and went back to my dear,
sweet neighbors. I was so lucky to have found their support in my time of need, I could hardly believe it. Bill had found a paranormal team on the
internet that operated in our town, so we called the phone number listed and I told the story as Bill chimed in with his own observations. We set a
time for the following evening, and I settled with Rufus into the guest room until we could meet with my saviors. (I hoped!)
The next evening at five o’clock, Bill and I met the team at my front door. Sharon was too frightened to join us, and I couldn’t blame her. They
brought a priest with them, for after hearing my story they had decided that there might be something demonic about the haunting. We entered
the front hallway and I showed them the hall tree and broken mirror, then we moved on to the kitchen. They were all mostly silent, from fear or
what I didn’t know. The mess was still there, since I hadn’t bothered to clean anything up when I got my things earlier. In the flour on the floor
were three perfect footprints. Two were determined to be mine and the other was the size of a six or eight year-old child, barefoot.

Stayed tuned for Part 2 of The House on Magnolia in the April Issue of Bumps in the Night!!!!
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AMT Counseling Management
Services

Upcoming TnT Paranormal
Events

Ages 2 through Adulthood

• March 8, 7PM – Oak Brook Public Library (101)
• March

Services offered
ADHD
Anger Management
Anxiety
Asperger's Syndrome
Autism
Depression
Domestic Violence
Family
Grief and Loss
Marriage
PTSD
Sexual Abuse
And much more

30, 7PM – Paranormal Presentation and Tour at Tinker

Swiss Cottage Museum
• April 5, 7PM, Lemont Public Library (102)
• April 19, 6:30PM, Romeoville – White Oak Library (101)
• September 22 - Paranormal Event in Rockford – More
information coming soon!
• September 27, 7PM – Roselle Public Library (101)

Contact us:

• October 2, 6:30PM, Three Rivers Public Library, Minooka

815 N. Larkin Ave
Suite 104B
Joliet, IL 60435

(102)
• October 11, 7PM – Franklin Park Public Library (101)

Phone: 815-730-8900

• October 16, 7PM, Carol Stream Library (102)

Email: amtcounseling@yahoo.com

• October 18, 7PM, Steger Library (101)
• October 25, 7PM, Lockport Library (101)
• October 30, 6:30PM, New Lenox (102)
We are adding new events all the time, so check the updated
list often. We hope to see you at an event in your area soon.
http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm

Investigator Spotlight
Angela Schultz

If you know of any location looking for a team to present at
and/or host an investigation at please feel free to pass along
our contact information.

Researcher
Hailing from the small town of Ottawa, IL, Angela joins TnT with a
great interest in all things paranormal. Currently pursuing her

Upcoming Paranormal
Events

masters degree in mental health counseling, Angela hopes to open

the first hospice house in the Illinois Valley. For as long as she can
remember, she has been attracted to horror films, ghosts,

• March 17, 2012, Battleship North Carolina, Wilmington, NC,
http://idealeventmanage.com/battleship_nc_wilmington.html

unexplained phenomenon, and of course, Halloween. Perhaps this

• May 26, 2012, Fort Mifflin, Philadelphia, PA,
http://idealeventmanage.com/fortmifflin2012.html

of these concepts by the time she was 5 years old (first scary

love has been passed down from her mother who introduced many

movies as a kid: Children of the Corn, The Exorcist). Whatever the
reason, this interest only grows stronger over time. Other interests

Events are being added all the time. Good sites to watch are:

include music (indie and good, old-fashioned rock n’ roll), reading,

http://idealeventmanage.com

documentaries, tattoos, her kids and hubby.

http://www.beyondrealityevents.com
http://darknessradio.com/
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