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Using dogs as official paranormal investigators is a relatively new idea. A season or two ago on Ghost Hunters they began using a dog named
Maddie. Jason and Grant would bring her in to the location they were investigating. They would watch her behavior to try to determine whether
she sensed something. Her responses provided mixed results. When we investigate, we use many different pieces of equipment. I began to
wonder if a dog would possibly be another useful resource in our ongoing research of the paranormal.

I decided to research canines’ superior senses and how they could aid in our investigations. First, I investigated differences in canine eyesight.
It turns out they have amazing night vision. In fact, they see 5 to 6 times better than humans. Eyes contain cells known as rods and cones.
Rods bring in extra light to assist in dark environments, while cones filter light to help during the day. Dogs’ eyes contain a superior number of
rods. This allows them to pick up on details in dim light, and catch motion in darkness.

Dogs have a much keener sense of smell than humans. Their brains allocate 40 percent more space than to their sense of smell than ours do.
Research indicates a dog’s sense of smell to be 1,000 to 10,000,000 times more sensitive than humans (depending on breed). They have 125
million to 300 million scent glands. Dogs can even smell certain cancers, and are used for search and rescue animals by first responders.
It is well known that dogs have better hearing than humans. It should come as no surprise then that dogs can hear a wide range of sounds
inaudible to humans. Additionally, they can pinpoint the source of a sound with little to no difficulty. They can read sound waves so well that
they can determine whether an individual is threatening or not. Dogs hear almost twice the number of frequencies humans can. Dog whistles
are an excellent example of this. They can also pick up sounds four times as far away as humans.

I also learned that animals can read the smallest changes in their environment. Dogs are known to be able to read their owners’ minds almost
like a sixth sense. This comes from their ancient need to communicate with their pack. Think about your dog or any dogs you know. If you’re
happy, they’re happy. They seem to know if you’re sick or sad. If your dog is like mine, there might be a neighbor or relative they don’t seem to
like or trust. The dog always barks at them for no apparent reason. Some dogs also have the ability to recognize whether a person is going to
have a seizure before it happens. Scientists have determined that a dog can smell a chemical change coming from their owner which gives
them time to alert their owner about an impending seizure.

Given this information, dogs just might be the best investigation tool in our arsenal. They see, smell, and hear better than humans and can pick
up on our body language. I discovered that other teams are using or experimenting with dogs. Some prefer to use a leash; some recommend
sending the dog in alone with a camera mounted on a special harness. Both approaches have merit. On a leash you know where the dog is at
all times in the dark. The downside is that your dog may pick up on your emotions rather than something from the environment. If you send
your dog in alone, you can’t influence his behavior. I feel the downside of this approach is that you’re not there to help your dog if they get
scared. You are also not there if they start to show inappropriate behavior. You want to protect your dog as well as your client’s home or
business.
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If you do bring a dog on your investigation, it is important to make sure he or she is well trained! It goes without saying you need permission
from your client. Some investigators recommend bringing your dog over for a walk through first to see his or her behavior before an
investigation. It is also important to have a backup plan for your dog. If your dog is scared and wants out have a pre-planned location or
person to take him.

As far as personal experiences go, my son’s service dog has been to a location we investigated. He was not there during the investigation.
However, he has been there many times. Sometimes, he just lays down and goes to sleep and doesn’t appear to notice anything out of the
ordinary. Other times he stands guard in an alert position, barking and staring at an empty wall. I have occasionally caught shadows on that
wall out of the corner of my eye. The owner of the location is a friend and PT. One time when Olaf was on alert, she asked whoever was there
to touch him. He turned around shot across the room, bumping into a table on the way. When he reached the other side of the room he turned
around and barked and just stared at the far wall. He has on several occasions jumped on the table, stood on top of me during treatment, and
stared at the same wall. He clearly felt like he needed to protect me from something. Does this mean he was seeing something paranormal? I
don’t know. Can I explain it? No. It certainly makes you think.

My research has led me to conclude that this idea is worth looking into. If we have a client open to the idea, I would be willing to bring my dog
and see how he reacts. Do dogs make good paranormal investigators? Only time will tell, but it is definitely worth a try.

Name this Haunted Location
Do you know the name of this haunted location? Email us with your guess at info@tntparanormal.com.
Name this Haunted Location from the last
issue was from Waverly Hills Sanatorium.
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