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At TnT Paranormal Investigators 

LLC our primary mission is to help 

the client with their paranormal 

concerns. We research the 

background of the property, 

gather data during an onsite 

investigation, review that data to 

determine if any paranormal data 

was captured, and provide the 

client with a report of our findings. 

We also use this time to educate 

our clients on the paranormal field 

and helping to ease their fears. 

  

We would love to assist you with 

your paranormal needs. To learn 

more about our services, ask us 

questions, or to request an 

investigation click here.  

 

Click here to read the newsletter 

Disclaimer. 

TnT Paranormal Happenings 
 

The summer break is over and fall events are beginning.  It’s crazy how quickly this summer 

has flown by. Even though fall is quickly approaching we still have hot summer days and 

nights so try to enjoy it while you can. 

  

This past month we wrapped up our Paranormal Investigator 102 class at the Frankfort Park 

District.   We had seven students complete the course with our investigation of the Founder’s 

Community Center on August 16th.  We are in the middle of data review at this time and hope 

to have more to report soon.    

  

In August we also kicked off our Paranormal Lecture series with programs at the Glenside 

and Aurora Public Libraries.  We will be  at the public libraries in Cary and Lemont and at the 

Frankfort Park District in September.  Go to our Events page or Page 20 of this issue of BITN 

to learn more about these and other events we are hosting this fall. 

  

We still have slots available for “Investigate with TnT Paranormal“ events for the summer 

and fall at the Arlington Heights Historical Museum, former site of the F.W. Müller 

Carbonated Beverages Company. These events are perfect for the novice paranormal 

investigator who wants to be able to investigate but may not have the means to do it 

otherwise.  Are you brave enough to come along? To learn more go to our website 

Investigate Beverage Factory Page or the ad on Page 14. 

  

We have a lot of interesting articles in September 2014 Issue, including: Overview of Early 

Ghost Hunters; Bartonsville State Hospital; Websites with Useful Data; Paranormal Insight; 

Is it Worth Chasing Folklore?; and an interview of  Ryan Jones from All Seeing Paranormal 

Society.   If you are a budding author, or even an experienced one and would love to have 

your article in our newsletter, please let us know. 
  

We are always on the lookout for new cases and places to investigate, so please keep us in 

mind if you hear of anything.  To learn more about us you can go to our website, group page 

on FaceBook, Team page on Facebook, or Twitter (@TnTParanormal). 
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http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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The study of the paranormal has been around as long as recorded history. Many religions are based upon paranormal study, while many ancient 

cultures believe in ghosts, demons, fairies, gods and other supernatural entities.  

 

Some of the earliest references of ghosts can be found in the Old Testament; an example is the First Book of Samuel (28:7) where King Saul 

seeks guidance from the dead priest. 

 

In Tibet, the Buddhist monks wrote the Bardo Todol to help the soul reach Nirvana. In Medieval Europe Heinrich Kramer wrote the Malleus 

Maleficarum as a way to identify witches. 

 

With these examples, it is unreasonable to state that the study of the paranormal is relatively new. The difference is that modern paranormal 

investigators must prove the existence of the supernatural by using scientific methods, as well as presentation of evidence. 

 

It is important to remember that most of the methodologies used in paranormal investigation originated in the 19 th and 20th century. People like 

Edgar Cayce and Helena Blavatsky claimed to be able to speak with “higher beings”. These claims led to the beginning of the spiritualist, and 

theosophical movements in America and Europe. Many studies of the paranormal began with these movements. 

 

The first organization actively investigating the paranormal was The Ghost Club founded in London in 1862.  In the 1880’s societies were 

created to utilize scientific methodology to the study of ghosts and the paranormal, including the Society for Psychical Research in London and 

the American Society for Psychical Research in New York City. 

 

Harry Price is seen as a pioneer in the methodical study of hauntings. He was also famous for exposing fake spiritualists. He debunked many 

famous pictographs including the ectoplasm, depicting Eva Carriere, as made of chewed paper. In 1936 Price made the first broadcast from a 

“haunted” manor house for the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC).  

 

Investigators would interview witnesses, gather information and keep extensive records of each incident. Harry Price added the use of camera 

with film, electronic bells as a motion detector, and measuring tapes. 

 

In 1950 Fredrich Gurgenson accidently discovered Electronic Voice Phenomena (EVP) while tape recording bird songs. He started making 

recordings of EVP eventually writing two books “Voices from the Universe” and “Breakthrough”. 

 

According to “Breakthrough”, EVPs have the following characteristics: 

1. "The voice entities speak very rapidly, in a mixture of languages, sometimes as many as five or six in one sentence.“ 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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2. “They speak in a definite rhythm, which seems forced on them.“ 

3. "The rhythmic mode imposes a shortened, telegram-style phrase or sentence.“ 

4. Probably because of this, "… grammatical rules are frequently abandoned and neologisms abound." 

  

In the 1960s and 1970s, the well-known names were Hanz Holzer in the United States and Peter Underwood in Great Britain. Holzer became 

famous for his investigation into the Amityville Horror house where he claimed paranormal activity that was later debunked as a hoax. 

 

After Ghost Busters was released in 1984, the tools used by paranormal investigators went high tech. Ghost hunting groups popped up using 

the latest technology; electronic field meters that had flashing lights and alarms, laser thermometers and closed circuit television. 

 

Paranormal Investigators of today have electrostatic generators, EMF pumps, tone generators, motion sensors, high tech digital recorders, and 

infrared cameras/lights. 

 

There were, and still are, many theories regarding the paranormal. Harry Price theorized that paranormal activity affected the ambient 

environment in the form of static electricity, humidity, temperature or radiation. Price encouraged investigators to monitor the environmental 

conditions and determine baselines to help identify patterns that could lead to explanations of paranormal activity. 

 

The Stone Tape Theory is a hypothesis that was proposed in the 1970’s. The hypothesis is that inanimate objects can absorb energy from 

living beings. The stored energy can be released as a display not unlike a movie. According to the hypothesis ghosts are not spirits, but instead 

are non-interactive emanations from the recorded energy. This phenomenon is considered residual haunting by most paranormal investigators. 

 

Another interesting theory was proposed by G.N.M. Tyrrell. Though he believed in, and purportedly proved, the existence of ESP, Tyrrell 

believed that ghosts did not exist, but were in fact astral projections by another live person. In 1953 Tyrrell wrote “If we were to take a 

photograph of the two figures, a real man and an apparition, only the real man would come out. And if we had sound recording apparatus, only 

the sounds made by the real man would be recorded” 

 

Carl Jung, on the other hand, was raised with the belief in spirits and manifestations. In 1945 Jung wrote “"All things considered , all these 

metapsychic phenomena could be explained better by the hypothesis of spirits than by the qualities and peculiarities of the unconscious. And 

here, on the basis of my own experience, I am bound to concede he is right. In each individual case I must of necessity be skeptical, but in the 

long run I have to admit that the spirit hypothesis yields better results in practice than any other “. Jung later wrote “As a psychiatrist and 

psychotherapist, I have often come up against the phenomena in question and could convince myself how much these inner experiences 

meant to my patients. In most cases they were things which people do not talk about for fear of exposing themselves to thoughtless ridicule. I 

was amazed to see how many people have had experiences of this kind and how carefully the secret was guarded”. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Ryan Jones is a co-founder of All Seeing Paranormal Society he is also the Director of Public Relations and they are located in Richmond, Va. 

Ryan has had an interest in the paranormal for a very long time. Growing up in Richmond and living down the street from Whichello and 

Tuckahoe Plantation two haunted houses, sparked his interest in the paranormal at a young age. Ryan went to Radford University and studied 

History and Political Science. Ryan joined All Seeing Paranormal Society in 2012 and he became the Director of Public Relations in 2014. Ryan 

is also the host of The Freakin Awesome Paranormal Show with Holly Mullins, Christin Whitmer, and Amber Nekhol Keeney. Ryan has had 

great mentors when it comes to the paranormal those include Howard Odell, Rhonda Collier Montgomery, Jimmy Livingston and Dennis Estlock. 

Ryan has been able to investigate locations all around Virginia. Ryan is constantly learning new things about the paranromal. Ryan has met 

some great people as a result of being a part of the paranormal community.  

 

1) Tell our readers a little bit about you and the role you serve in the field of the paranormal?   

Well, I am one of the co-founders of All Seeing Paranormal Society along with Howard Odell and James Livingston. I am also one of the 

hosts of the Freakin Awesome Paranormal Show along with Holly Mullins, Christin Whitmer, and Amber Nekhol Keeney. As far as the role I 

serve in the paranormal field..I am basically learning as much as I can from some great people. That is one of the reasons why I love doing 

the radio program I get to talk to some great people and make friends at the same time. I am trying to soak up as much knowledge as 

possible and I have some great people to learn from. I have made some interesting friends and I am happy to be a part of it.  

 

2) How long have you been interested in the paranormal and what sparked that interest?     

The funny thing is when I was a kid I was scared to death of the paranormal. I wouldn't sleep with my door shut. My mom used to watch 

these old scary movies when I was a kid like "Thirteen Ghosts" and "the House on Haunted Hill" and they would freak me out. I remember 

one was called "Hush, Hush, Sweet Charlotte" it starred Bette Davis and it gave me nightmares for weeks. I got a Ghosts of Richmond book 

for my birthday one year and I didn't even want it in my room. But as years progressed I got more into history and I realized that these spirits 

were people and they had a story to tell. So I became fascinated in knowing the stories behind the hauntings. What happened to them in 

life. We tend to forget that these spirits had the same feelings and trepedations that we have now. Sometimes people look at ghosts as 

objects and not people. I wanted to know their stories. I wanted to make it a little more personable.  

 

3) What makes you and/or your team different from others in the field? 

I don't really know what sets us apart from other teams to be honest. We try to be as professional as possible from start to finish.  

 

4) What do you believe is the most common mistake paranormal investigators make? How can they correct that mistake? 

I don't know about other paranormal investigators but, I think for me I would say I wish I was more observant. As far as knowing the 

structure of a location and stuff like that. If I hear a noise maybe I am a little quick to jump to the paranormal conclusion. But, as I have 

gained more experience through doing more investigations I have been able to correct that mistake more often. 

 

5) In your career in the paranormal have you ever had someone bring up a phenomenon or unusual experience that you had never 

heard of before?    

I can't say I have heard of anything too crazy.  

 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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6) Any advice for a new investigator getting into the field of the paranormal?     

Find a good team with people who have experience and listen to them. Always keep an open mind and be willing to learn new things 

because it is ever-changing.  

 

7)    What do you believe is the best tool a paranormal investigator can use during an investigation?     

I think personally their greatest tool is their mind. It is good to be able to maintain focus and concentration during an investigation. 

 

8) What is your favorite place/location to investigate?     

There is a house out in Powhatan, Virginia called Belnemus and it has been very good to us. 

 

9) Have you ever had a paranormal experience that “changed” you in some way?  Either for the positive or the negative. 

This experience has stuck with me and some people might just call it coincidence. It happened about 11 years ago, I was driving home from 

my girlfriends house it was in the middle of December. A lot of houses had Christmas decorations in the front yard. I had stopped at a stop 

sign in front of one particular house. I was looking at the decorations in the front yard and one stood out to me. There amongst the Santa 

Clauses and the Elves was what appeared to be a Grim Reaper. I thought it was strange that there was Halloween decoration mixed in with 

the holiday decorations. But, I quickly brushed it off and went home and went to bed. Well, the next day I woke up and found that my mom, 

dad, and Grandmother had rushed off to the nursing home because my grandfather was not doing well. Unfortunately he did not make it 

and died that afternoon. Now, I do not know if what I saw the night before was a Halloween decoration or not. But, the fascination I had with 

the unknown was reignited. 

 

10) How can our readers contact you to learn more about you and the work you do in the field of the paranormal?   

The paranormal team I belong to is called All Seeing Paranormal Society and you can find us on Facebook. I am also one of the hosts of 

The Freakin Awesome Paranormal Show we are also on Facebook. If you want to contact me personally I am on Facebook just type in 

Ryan C Jones. 

 

 

We at TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC want to thank Ryan Jones for the interview.   We are honored to call him our colleague and 

friend. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
https://www.facebook.com/AllSeeingParanormalSociety
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From the Paranormal Store 

Chicago Haunted Handbook: 99 Ghostly Places You Can Visit in and 

Around the Windy City 

Chicago Haunted Handbook is the newest book in the Haunted Handbook collection within the 

popular America's Haunted Road Trip series and is written with the ghost enthusiast in mind. All 100 

chapters contain information on the history as well as the haunting surrounding each location, as 

well as detailed directions on how to locate each site. Many of the chapters also contain insider 

information that only a local would know, making it easier for ghost hunters to investigate. Ghost 

hunters Jeff Morris and Vincent Sheilds explore all the best haunted locales Chicago has to offer, 

including Resurrection Cemetery, Bachelor's Grove Cemetery, Murder Castle, St. Valentine's Day 

Massacre Site, and even Wrigley Field. 

 

Each two page entry includes directions from downtown, an historical overview of the haunted place, 

the story of ghostly doings in that place, and advice on visiting the place yourself--if you dare. 

 

Authors: Jeff Morris and Vince Sheilds 

ISBN-10: 157860527X 

ISBN-13: 978-1578605279 

Legends and Lore of Illinois: The Definitive Collection 

Published in 49 monthly issues over the span of four years, the Legends and Lore of Illinois 

presented Illinois ghostlore in an exciting, informative, and occasionally controversial format. 

While providing important historical background on your favorite haunted places, the Legends 

and Lore of Illinois also featured the fictional adventures of a group of paranormal investigators 

known as the Fallen. With an eye on the fun, mysterious, and macabre, "Leave science to the 

scientists" was their motto. Will they unlock the secrets of the unknown, or will they unwittingly 

unleash shadows from the darkest recesses of our imagination? For the first time in print, enjoy 

every last issue of the Legends and Lore of Illinois in one definitive collection. This collection 

also contains a bonus location: Southern Illinois University. Get ready to explore infamous 

places such as Bachelor's Grove, Airtight Bridge, Resurrection Cemetery, Winston Tunnel, the 

Seven Gates to Hell, Manteno State Hospital, Axman's Bridge, and many more! What 

adventures await you inside? 

  

Author:   Michael Kleen 

ISBN-10: 1618760211 

ISBN-13: 978-1618760210 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Tools of the Trade 

Websites with Useful Data 

By Bill Krempp, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

This is a quick introduction to a few websites that a paranormal researcher may find useful for researching a case, learning the technology 

behind some of the equipment we use, and/or just surfing the web for fun.  The reference Websites listed in this article will  apply to most types 

of investigations, and regions, you may have better ones (we’d love to hear about your favorites) or ones that are specific to a town or region.  

Researching a case should include detailed information on the property and local area as well the current and former residence of the property 

to not only know what you are getting into, but also identify facts to help support or dispute claims of the case. 

 

People research – In addition to local libraries, many local newspapers have online versions of obituaries, old newspapers, city directories, etc. 

that can link people and locations together.  

• For person specific details, there are many paid sites such as www.ancestry.com as well as sometimes/partially free sites such as 

www.peoplesmart.com and www.peoplefinders.com.  Many of the sites charge for detailed information but provide basic information for 

free. 

 

Property research – To research a property correctly, you need to profile the current property, as well as the historical aspects of it. Old maps 

are available from sources such as or the local city, county, and/or state websites, Google, and from websites such as 

http://www.historicmapworks.com and are a great way to visually see how the area around the house/property evolved over time. 

• The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) web site, http://www.glorecords.blm.gov,  is a great source for conveyance records, survey 

plats, field notes, as well as Federal land title records going back to early as 1810. 

• Regional and city data are available at http://www.city-data.com/ and http://www.isgs.uiuc.edu/index.shtm  

• Real Estate information can be located http://www.spokeo.com, http://www.zillow.com, and http://blockshopper.com.  

• Environmental Issues can be researched at the EPA website at http://www.epa.gov/myenvironment.  Tip: Type in the zip code of the 

area and it will show air and water quality information. 

• www.Google.com/maps  and www.Mapquest.com  are great sources for names and locations of local cemeteries, industry, and 

parks/forest preserves as well as lakes and rivers. Just put "search nearby" on the address and it shows a pretty extensive l ist. 

  

Investigation Equipment  

Knowing how to properly use your gear is vital to a quality investigation.  There are many manufacturer websites with details on the products 

that they make and/or sell, but another great source is www.Youtube.com with many videos on the science, technology, gear usage. and for 

those adventurous folks, how to modify gear or even build your own. The below links are a random sampling of what is available, with many, 

many more others available.  

Equipment Knowledge 

• General - http://www.ghostgadgets.com/home.html 

• Equipment overview - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dq7RNNNSbPA 

• General research - http://www.spinvestigations.org 

• Electromagnetic spectrum - http://www.darvill.clara.net/emag/ 

• Geophone - http://www.examiner.com/article/ghost-tech-gear-guide-the-geophone 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.peoplefinders.com/
http://www.historicmapworks.com/
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/
http://www.city-data.com/
http://www.city-data.com/
http://www.city-data.com/
http://www.isgs.uiuc.edu/index.shtm
http://blockshopper.com/
http://www.epa.gov/myenvironment
http://www.google.com/maps
http://www.mapquest.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.ghostgadgets.com/home.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dq7RNNNSbPA
http://www.spinvestigations.org/
http://www.darvill.clara.net/emag/
http://www.examiner.com/article/ghost-tech-gear-guide-the-geophone
http://www.examiner.com/article/ghost-tech-gear-guide-the-geophone
http://www.examiner.com/article/ghost-tech-gear-guide-the-geophone
http://www.examiner.com/article/ghost-tech-gear-guide-the-geophone
http://www.examiner.com/article/ghost-tech-gear-guide-the-geophone
http://www.examiner.com/article/ghost-tech-gear-guide-the-geophone
http://www.examiner.com/article/ghost-tech-gear-guide-the-geophone
http://www.examiner.com/article/ghost-tech-gear-guide-the-geophone
http://www.examiner.com/article/ghost-tech-gear-guide-the-geophone
http://www.examiner.com/article/ghost-tech-gear-guide-the-geophone
http://www.examiner.com/article/ghost-tech-gear-guide-the-geophone


www.tntparanormal.com   We never charge a client for an investigation!  

Bumps in the Night!!!! 

8 

September 2014 Issue 

Tools of the Trade 

Websites with Useful Data  

 

Equipment Manufacturers 

• OVILUS - http://digitaldowsing.com/ovilus-m/ 

• Mel Meters, EMF Detectors, and Weather related meters - http://www.pro-measure.com/  

Equipment Resellers 

• https://www.ghostoutlet.com 

• http://www.ghoststop.com 

• Amazon.com and ebay.com 

Equipment modification 

• PSB7 Spirit box mod - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nVFjqOwKaw 

  

General Topics 

Validating or debunking claims many times requires specific knowledge about the scientific, medical, physical, electrical, mechanical, and 

many times just common sense and/or experience on the topic in question. None of us are experts in every area, so the Internet provides us 

with a wealth of knowledge on ANY topic.  Here a few random sample sites that show the kind of information that is available. 

• Household (http://www.bobvila.com/articles/strange-house-noises/) 

• EMF - http://www.safespaceprotection.com/overview-electromagnetic-fields.aspx 

• Medical (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electromagnetic_hypersensitivity) 

• Paranormal Calendar - http://www.tntparanormal.com/bumps-in-the-night 

• Sleep Paralysis - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sleep_paralysis 

  

TnT Paranormal Links 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/links/ is a collection of other web links that you may find useful. 

  

In conclusion, this was an overview of a few websites that we at TnT Paranormal find useful and you may as well also. If you have additional 

questions or comments, please drop us a line at our website and/or Facebook. We’d love to hear from you. 
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The following question(s) was/were submitted by our readers, by our online subscribers, or at events.  

What is your favorite paranormal TV show and/or paraceleb?  

Did you ever notice that if you play sports, let’s say baseball for example, you might often get asked, what’s your favorite team or who is your 

favorite player?    This kind of rings true for a lot of sporting activities; not so much in one’s profession though.   I can’t say that I ever overheard 

an accountant or lawyer being asked what your favorite firm is or who your favorite attorney is.   I would say that these questions are 

predominantly reserved for more of a leisure activity. 

 

Fortunately, this question is perfectly suited to ask a Paranormal Investigator.    So I am going to take a stab at answering “What is your favorite 

Paranormal TV show, or who is your favorite Paranormal related Celebrity?”    One thing worth noting before I disclose my answers; the word 

“favorite” is a relative term associated with one’s personal preference or belief.    I am only referencing my personal views  and opinions and I do 

not speak for any other TNT team member or associate.   With that being said, let’s move on to the good stuff.   As far as the TV shows, they 

all have their pros and cons, so I am going to try to break them down into different related categories.   I will give my opinion on who best 

represents that category and then a general over all assessment.  

 

Best Command Center 

The best Command Center hands down goes to Ghost Lab.   The Klinge brothers, Brad and Barry, who founded Everyday Paranormal (EP) in 

October 2007, definitely had the right idea.     I still catch myself drooling over their mobile Command Center every time I catch a rerun. 

  

Best Entrainment Value 

 Although Steve Gonsalves and Dave Tango have great chemistry and their antics crack me up, I got to give this one to the Ghost Adventures 

crew.   Zac, Aaron, and Nick seem to have a little better charisma and camera presence. 

  

Best Equipment and Newest Technology 

I have to give this one to the guys from the Ghost Adventures crew again.   I was first introduced to the Ovilus, Spirit Box, and Mel Meter by 

watching Ghost Adventures. 

  

Best Research and Fact Finding 

This category is very difficult for me to pick a clear cut winner.   Old School Ghost Hunters with Donna Lacroix may just slightly edge out the 

others, with honorable mention going to the researchers at PRS (Paranormal State). 

  

Best Believable Evidence 

Although Ghost Adventures flying brick is very impressive and tough to beat, I got to give this one to Ghost Hunters Full Body Apparition 

thermal hit on the lockers at the Crescent Hotel in Eureka Springs. 

  

Which TV Show over all best represents the Paranormal Field? 

Like I alluded to earlier, they all have their pros and cons, but if I had to choose one it still would be the original Ghost Hunters.   They may not 

Ask TnT Paranormal 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Famous Haunts 

Bartonsville State Hospital (Bartonsville, IL) 

Bartonville State Hospital, also known as Peoria State Hospital and Illinois Asylum for the Incurably Insane, was a psychiatric hospital in 

operation in the state of Illinois from 1902-1973. It is located in Bartonville, Illinois near Peoria in Peoria County, Illinois. The hospital grounds 

and its 47 buildings are listed as an historic district on the National Register of Historic Places. It is one of the most popular hotspots in Illinois 

for ghost hunters and curious folks alike, but it is off limits to visitors.  

 

Construction began in 1885 and was completed in 1887. The hospital looked more like a castle than a hospital, and despite the huge costs 

involved in erecting the structure, it was never used and was torn down 1897 due to structural and design flaws. It had been built over an 

abandoned coal mine, and wide cracks were appearing in the walls of the structure. The decay was believed to be caused by the collapse of 

the old mine shafts.  

 

On February 10th, 1902, the hospital re-opened under the direction of Dr. George A. Zeller, opening its doors to its first patients, who were 

transferred from various facilities in Illinois. These patients would be the first to experience Dr. Zellers unique way of treating the mentally ill. 

Peoria State Hospital was one of the first hospitals of its kind to work towards the rehab of its residents and give them a chance at living a 

meaningful and productive life. From 1943-1969 PSH participated in the training of psychiatric nurses in order to further promote ethical 

treatment of the mentally ill. Additionally, Dr. Zeller did not believe in the facilities' windows having bars on them and he also did not believe in 

restraints. The hospital continued to thrive until 1973, when the institution closed its doors for good.  

 

Dr. Zeller also recognized that a system was needed for the burial of the dead at the hospital. He decided that the asylum would take care of 

the burials of the unclaimed, but that all the other deceased persons would be sent home to their families. The burial ground at the hospital 

was large, and included four cemeteries. These were located behind the main building. The older cemeteries are marked with  

Ask TnT Paranormal 

What is your favorite paranormal TV show and/or paraceleb? 

 

be as entertaining or fun to watch as Ghost Adventures but I think that Old School Ghost Hunters took the right approach and was the most 

relatable.  

 

- Don Koretos, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

 

 

In you have a paranormal related question for us please submit it to info@tntparanormal.com and we would love to address it in the next 

issue. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
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Famous Haunts 

Bartonville State Hospital 

 

stones that bear only numbers, because many patients came to the hospital without a name. The newer cemeteries have stones 

that bear names, birth and death dates on them, as well as patient numbers.  

 

As part of his humane treatment towards the patients at the hospital, Dr. Zeller enlisted mentally ill, yet capable of working, men 

to dig the graves of the patients who died daily. Old Book was one of the men assigned to grave-digging duty. He was a former 

bookbinder at a Chicago printing company who, because of progressive mental illness, grew to become mute and withdrawn. He 

served as a grave-digger on the corps, which was made up hospital staff, as well as a few responsible patients.  

 

Funerals were always held for the deceased. During the funerals, the grave diggers would stand off to the side, waiting for the 

funeral to end. Old Book was different though, in that he would remove his cap and weep for the deceased. After the funeral was 

over, Old Book could be found leaning against an old elm tree in the center of the graveyard, weeping and mourning. The tree 

was given the nickname "The Graveyard Elm".  

 

When Old Book died, more than 300 people, including nurses and staff, attended his funeral. As the last hymn was sung, four 

men took hold of the ropes they would use to lower the casket into the grave, but when they lifted the ropes, the casket flew up 

into the air instead, as if it were empty. During all of this commotion, wailing was heard, and every eye turned toward the 

Graveyard Elm; what they saw there left them speechless. There was Old Book, leaning against the tree weeping and mourning. 

Dr. Zeller had the men open the lid of the casket, and as soon as they did, the wailing stopped and inside the casket was Old 

Book's body. All eyes turned back towards the elm tree, but Old Book was gone.  

 

In the 1920's, Dr Zeller wrote a book entitled "The Bereft", based on the experiences he had at the hospital during his two tenures 

as superintendent, including the experience that he and over 300 others had witnessed at Old Book's funeral. It is said that within 

a year of Old Book's death, the Graveyard Elm where Old Book used to weep at the funerals, was dead.  

 

Bartonville State Hospital is still said to be one of the most haunted places in Illinois, where staff that worked there and visitors 

alike claim to have heard weeping and disembodied voices, seen things move and doors open and close seemingly on their own; 

some even claim to have seen full-body apparitions.  

 

Sites of interest: 

 www.ilparanormalguide.wordpress.com      www.peoriaasylum.com 

 www.prairieghosts.com        www.ghosteyes.com    

 www.hauntedamericatours.com   

 

 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.ilparanormalguide.wordpress.com/
http://www.peoriaasylum.com/
http://www.prairieghosts.com/
http://www.ghosteyes.com/
http://www.hauntedamericatours.com/
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Famous Haunts 

Bartonville State Hospital 

 

Bowan Building 

Bowan Building 

Pollak Hospital 

Cemetery 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/


www.tntparanormal.com   We never charge a client for an investigation!  

Bumps in the Night!!!! 

13 

September 2014 Issue 

Paranormal Short Stories 

Play it Again 

By Kathy Covey 

 “Hello there, young fella, what can I do ya for?  It’s going to be another scorcher today. How’s the oil?  That’ll be $5.00, have a good one.” 

 

“I can help you with that tire, ma’am, only take a few minutes and we’ll have you going in not time.  That’s a mighty pretty dress you have on 

there, little lady. If it’s okay with your momma, I think George, inside, has a cold orange soda for you while we take care of your momma’s tire.” 

      

“George, don’t be moving my checkers while I’m taking care of this customer.  Hey, did you hear about that fella that escaped out of the county 

jail last night?  Bad business.  They say he killed a man over in Baker County.  Still on the run, from what I hear.  Sure hope they catch him.  

You moved one of my checkers, didn’t you?” 

      

“Yes, sir, the doctor’s office is just down the street, two blocks down, on the right.  You’ll see the sign in the front yard.   Yup, Dr. Graham is a 

fine physician, delivered every one of my children.” 

      

“Sure was sad about Wilbur Johnson.  Who would’ve thought that he would take his own life like that.  Times sure have been hard on a lot of 

folks.  I’m pretty blessed and thank the Almighty every day for giving me what I have.  It ain’t much, but it’s a whole lot more than some.  Another 

customer, I’m watching you George.” 

       

“Okay, either I’m seeing things or there’s something funny about this place.” 

   

“Oh, you’ve probably seen Sam, he’s our local spirit.” 

   

“Spirit?  You’re kidding, right?” 

   

“Oh no, it’s the real thing.  We’ve had paranormal people here to check it out.  We think it’s Sam Miller, a fella that worked in a mom and pop 

gas station that was here years ago.  He seems to be doing the same job he did here for more than 30 years.  They say he was killed by a man 

that escaped from the old jail over a couple of dollars in the register.  Things have changed a lot here, but he’s still pump ing gas and fixing tires.  

People say they get better service from Sam’s spirit, go figure.  

 

 

 

Kathy Covey, Director of the Eastern Oregon team of the International Paranormal Reporting Group, has had an interest in the paranormal for 

many years. "My family did a lot of traveling to places like Gettysburg, several ghost towns, countless cemeteries, and historic locations all over 

the country.  The interest in the paranormal just came naturally."  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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October 25th; two (2) – three (3) hour sessions to choose from.  For more 

information click here or the image above. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/investigate-beverage-factory
http://www.tntparanormal.com/investigate-beverage-factory
http://tannersenergywellness.com/
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Paranormal Insight 

Question from Tricia, Charleston IL:  Are there ever times when you are scared? 

 

Becky’s Response:       

Thank you for the great question Tricia!  One of my favorite sayings is “I am more afraid of the living than I am the dead.”   This being said, there 

has been a couple times when I have been legitimately scared during a paranormal investigation.    Most of the time my fear is more of the 

unknown when we are first arriving on a scene.  Once I get a feel of the location it seems that the fear subsides.   Unless there is spiders 

present!   Then I am always scared .   
 

Our team mainly does residential locations which do not usually have the “creep factor” associated with old and abandoned bui ldings.    My 

biggest concern when on these cases is the well-being of the client and the client’s family.   That is why our team makes the care and comfort of 

our clients the top priority.   We go into a residence with the first priority of debunking any claims of paranormal activity and offering explanations 

to put the families mind at ease.   
 

The only time I have been extremely scared was at Ashmore Estates in Ashmore, IL.   I was alone down in the boiler room and was a little 

nervous about being down there on my own.    After a few seconds of conducting an EVP session I felt something land on my foot.   Of course I 

reacted with a loud scream and an almost instant panic attack.   Come to find out it was just the loveable resident cat that had jumped in the 

basement window to say hi!   

 

 

Question 2 from Chris, Austin TX:  What have you got against airborne dust particles? 

 

Becky’s Response:     

I could not resist answering this question!  First and foremost, thank you Chris for the question and the giggles!  I personally am a collector of 

By Becky Guymon, Illinois Metaphysical & Paranormal Society (IMPS) 

Becky had her first paranormal experience at the young age of 7.   Growing up as an Empath in a small Central Illinois town was a challenge.   

In 2009 Becky founded the Illinois Metaphysical and Paranormal Society in order to raise awareness about the paranormal and metaphysical 

fields.    The IMPS paranormal investigation team focuses on private residential and business investigations with the mission of providing help 

and comfort to their clients.    

 

Becky is also a freelance writer and is in the process of writing two books on the paranormal and life as an Empath.   Becky is also a 

Genealogist, research specialist, and event planner.   Having earned her MBA in 2014, Becky prides herself on professionalism and client 

care.    

 

For information about IMPS please visit www.teamimps.com.  You can also learn more about Becky at www.zitania.com.   Questions can be 

emailed to becky.imps@gmail.com. 

 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Name this Haunted Location 

Do you know the name of this haunted location?   Email us with your guess at info@tntparanormal.com.  

Name this Haunted Location from the last 

issue was from the museum at the Conover 

Square Mall in Oregon, IL 

Paranormal Insight 

 

airborne dust particles, just come look at my house!   The one thing I must mention about those lovely little airborne dust particles 

is the fact that they have a strong desire for attention.   I mean, have you seen how many times they insist on photobombing 

quality photographs!    The little drama queens and kings insist on getting in everyone’s pictures and demand the focus be on 

them! 

 

Other than their clear need for attention, the only other real problem I have with airborne dust particles is their annoying 

superpower of attracting people, possessing them with their super psychic abilities and making them  insist they see faces inside 

of them.    I promise you that Elvis is not alive and well inside a dust particle flying around in your home.   

 

I recommend that anyone involved in the paranormal field should take some time to research airborne dust particles and their 

many different personalities so that they can identify one of these little critters that like to hide in our snapshots! 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
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We have TnT Paranormal t-shirts for sale.  Go 

to our Webstore or Café Press store to place 

your order TODAY before supplies run out! 

Sneak Peek 

In the next issue of Bumps in the Night!!!: 

• Paranormal “U” - Children Perception and the 

Paranormal  

• Famous Haunts –   Senator Humphrey House, Orland 

Park, IL  

• Tools of the Trade –   Researching tools 

Contact Us 

You can use any of the following mechanisms to contact us: 

 

Contact Us Form:  http://www.tntparanormal.com/contactus.htm  
 

Event Request Form:  http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request  

 

Email: info@tntparanormal.com 

 

Social Media: 

Website:  http://www.tntparanormal.com/  

Twitter: @TnTParanormal (https://twitter.com/TnTParanormal)  

FB Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/146712678732927/  

FB Team Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/TnTParanormalInvestigators  

 

Snail Mail Address:  

TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

PO Box 87401 

Carol Stream, IL 60188-7401 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://mysteriousheartland.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webstore/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webstore/
http://www.cafepress.com/tntparanormal
http://www.tntparanormal.com/contactus.htm
http://www.tntparanormal.com/contactus.htm
http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request
http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request
http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request
http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/
https://twitter.com/TnTParanormal
https://www.facebook.com/groups/146712678732927/
https://www.facebook.com/TnTParanormalInvestigators
https://www.facebook.com/TnTParanormalInvestigators
https://www.facebook.com/TnTParanormalInvestigators
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Paranormal Corner 

Finding supposedly haunted buildings to investigate can be difficult for even the most well-known paranormal groups. Word of mouth and media reports can 

highlight current cases yet these are not always in abundance. Even when a new case does arise, you can almost guarantee that a gluttony of paranormal 

groups will be hammering on the door to gain access. 

 

As a consequence of this shortfall in contemporary hauntings, investigators may turn their attentions to historical cases whose origins are rooted in folklore. In 

my eyes this seems to be a dubious tactic to employ. Defined at it's simplest, folklore represents the common beliefs of a group of people at a certain moment 

in time. Amongst these beliefs are a huge array of ghost stories, many of which have been passed down through centuries of oral stories that finally make it to 

print. 

 

The major issue here is one of verbal stories becoming embellished, altered or amended, whether by design or accident. Even when published in print, folk 

story tales are not immune to altercation as successive authors rework identical tales to avoid allegations of plagiarism. An equally damaging concern is that of 

a tale's point of origin. It is certainly the case that many ghostly tales are the product of the human mind, invoked as a popular method to explain away events 

whose origins are obscure; say, a carting accident or unexplained death. Other ghosts may be of parallel invention, designed to deter unwelcomed visitors 

from specific buildings or fro certain outdoor locations. 

 

For example, it was once believed that ancient burial grounds held treasure and other forbidden mysteries. And many were supposedly protected by ghostly 

soldiers, headless horsemen and other types of apparitions. Although easily overlooked or otherwise dismissed as "rare", we should also consider whether 

some deliberate hoaxes have become embedded in folklore. Centuries of old hoaxes may never be uncovered, yet it is worth taking the time to understand 

that a haunting does not need to be considered historical to be viewed as folklore. 

 

Perhaps the best known instance of folklore is the notorious Amityville case. Although exposed as a hoax by writers Joe Nickell and Rick Moran, it is still 

considered genuine amongst a surprisingly large number of people. For many, this is no more than a result of ignorance to the case's discrepancies and 

inconsistencies. For others, the case is given strength by the refusal of the couple at its center to offer a confession before their deaths. Although renamed, the 

"Haunted House" on Ocean Avenue is still a popular tourist attraction for sightseers. 

 

Curious as folkloric ghost stories may be, the research value of investigating the settings of these cases is extremely questionable. Chances are you will have 

no witnesses to turn to. You will be at the mercy of successive story tellers and authors embellishments and omissions. And if what you are after did not 

disappear a very long time ago, it may not have even existed in the first place beyond the deep realm of yarns, gossip and hoaxes. 

 

 

 

Chad Stambaugh is a retired U.S. Marine; working on a Bachelor's in English and a PH.D. in Parapsychology. He is also working on becoming a Demonologist 

through the New Life Ministries Church.   He founded 11th Hour Paranormal Research Society and radio show host of the Paranormal Corner and The 

Paranormal Roundtable. Chad Lives in Fresno, CA, with his wife Crissy. He has three children and three grandchildren.   His first book; Paranormal 

Investigations took second place and the 2013 Paranormal Awards in the Literary category.  To read more stuff from Chad, please go to his Blog Post at 

http://chadsteelers.blogspot.com/. 

Is it Worth Chasing Folklore? 

By Chad Stambaugh, Author, Educator, and Paranormal Investigator 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://chadsteelers.blogspot.com/


www.tntparanormal.com   We never charge a client for an investigation!  

Bumps in the Night!!!! 

Upcoming TnT Paranormal 

Events 

20 

September 2014 Issue 

Course: Paranormal 101 

Sep 11 at 7PM - Cary Area Public Library 

Sep 20 at 10AM - Glendale Heights Public Library; 

followed by hosting a “How To” table from 11AM-3PM 
 

Course: Paranormal 102 

Oct 16 at 7PM - Glen Ellyn Public Library 

Oct 30 at 7PM - Lockport Public Library 

Nov 7 at 7PM - Crete Park District 

 

Course: Paranormal 103 

Sep 18 at 7PM – Lemont Public Library 

Nov 15 at 2PM - Antioch Public Library 

 

Course: Paranormal 104 

Oct 23 at 7PM - Franklin Park Public Library 

 

Course: Paranormal 105 

Sep12 at 7PM - Frankfort Park District 

Oct 9 at 7PM - Cary Area Public Library 

Oct 12 at 2PM – Bartlett Public Library 

Nov 8 at 1PM – Crest Hill Public Library 

 

Investigate with TnT Paranormal Event:  (fee associated with event) 

October 25 at Arlington Heights Historical Museum (to 

learn more go to our website Investigate Beverage 

Factory Page or see ad on Page 14) 

 

Fundraiser:  Heartland Animal Shelter in Northbrook:   

Oct 11 at 6PM.  $25 donation 

 

 

Unless otherwise noted all of the above events are FREE to the 

public.  We are adding new events all the time, so please keep 

checking the updated list on our website Events Page. 

Other Upcoming  

Paranormal Events 

Disclaimer:   If it has to do with the paranormal and crowds we'll list 

it here. This list includes Ghost, UFO, and Cryptozoology 

conferences.   We are not associated in any way with any event 

listed and we cannot guarantee any information provided, please 

check with the representing website (and call the promoter if 

possible) to gather full information. 

 

September 2014 

Event:  Ghostly Encounters Cruise 

Date(s): 6 to 11 

City, ST:  NJ to Bermuda 

Website:  http://www.cruise-planners.com/rw/view/3085  

 

Event: Scarefest Horror and Paranormal Convention 

Date(s): 13 to 15 

City, ST: Lexington, KY 

Website: http://scarefestcon.com/  

  

Event: Scare-a-Con Horror and Sci-Fi Fan Convention 

Date(s): 12 to 14 

City, ST: Verona, NY (Location:  Turning Stone Resort and Casino) 

Website: http://scareacon.com/  

  

Event:   Winnipeg Paracon 2014 

Date(s):  12 and 13 

City, ST:  Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

Website: http://www.paracon.ca/  

  

Event:   4th Annual "Preston Castle ParaCon 2014" 

Date(s):  19 to 21 

City, ST:  Ione, CA (Location:  Preston Castle) 

Website:  http://www.prestonparacon.com  

  

 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/investigate-beverage-factory
http://www.tntparanormal.com/investigate-beverage-factory
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http://www.cruise-planners.com/rw/view/3085&h=xAQFxT0KIAQFp17v2DGerLjD1iwSP68ti8KZP93JrpxXplw&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http://www.cruise-planners.com/rw/view/3085&h=xAQFxT0KIAQFp17v2DGerLjD1iwSP68ti8KZP93JrpxXplw&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http://www.cruise-planners.com/rw/view/3085&h=xAQFxT0KIAQFp17v2DGerLjD1iwSP68ti8KZP93JrpxXplw&s=1
http://scarefestcon.com/
http://scareacon.com/
http://www.paracon.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http://www.prestonparacon.com/&h=YAQGxu173AQFCLa2B8zWdBHMqfC8DQAzWLGTeQacf9cnmfw&s=1
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Other Upcoming Paranormal Events 
 

 September 2014 (continued) 

Event:   13th Annual Mothman Festival 

Date(s):  20 and 21 

City, ST:  Point Pleasant, WV 

Website:  http://www.mothmanfestival.com/  

  

Event:  Finger Lakes Paracon 

Date(s):  26 to 28 

City, ST:  Finger Lakes Region of Upstate New York 

Website:  http://www.flparacon.com/ 

 

 

October 2014 

Event:  Paradigm Symposium 

Date(s):  2 to 5 

City, ST:  Minneapolis, MN 

Website:  http://www.paradigmsymposium.com 

 

Event:  3rd Annual Illinois Paranormal Conference 

Date(s): 4th  

City, ST:  Rockford, IL 

Website:  http://www.hauntedrockford.com  

  

Event:  Australian Paranormal and Spiritual Expo 

Date(s):  4 

City, ST:  Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre, Australia 

Website:  

https://www.facebook.com/AustralianParanormalAndSpiritualExpo?r

ef=br_tf 

  

Event: Delta Paranormal Project Conference 2014 

Date(s): 3 to 5 

City, ST: Vicksburg, MS 

Website:  www.deltaparanormalproject.com  

 

Other Upcoming Paranormal Events 

 

October 2014 (continued) 

Event: 2014 Paranormal Conference  

Date(s): 9 to 11 

City, ST: Mahnomen, MN (Location:  Shooting Star Casino, Hotel 

and Event Center) 

Website: 

http://www.starcasino.com/home/entertainment/calendar/tabid/76/v

w/3/d/20141010/itemid/1175/PARACON.aspx  

  

Event:   2nd annual Little Traverse Bay (LTB) Parafest 

Date(s):  17 to 19 

City, ST:  Bayview, MI (Location:   The Terrace Inn) 

Website:  http://littletraversebayparafest.webs.com/  

 

Event:  Palos Paranormal Conference 

Date(s):  18 to 19 

City, ST:  Palos Hills, IL (Location:  Moraine Valley Community 

College)  

Website:  https://www.facebook.com/events/301532436673361  

 

 

November 2014 

Event:  2014 Afterlife Paranormal Conference & Film Festival 

Date(s):  21 to 23 

City, ST:  Chicago, IL 

Website:  http://afterlifeparanormal.com/  

Bumps in the Night!!!! 

Disclaimer 

Click here to see the disclaimer for Bumps in the Night!!!! 

This disclaimer governs the use of the Bumps in the Night!!!! 

newsletter.  By reading this newsletter, you accept this 

disclaimer in full. 
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http://www.deltaparanormalproject.com/
http://www.starcasino.com/home/entertainment/calendar/tabid/76/vw/3/d/20141010/itemid/1175/PARACON.aspx
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http://littletraversebayparafest.webs.com/
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Investigator Spotlight 

Bill Krempp 

Investigator and Researcher 

Bill grew up in an old Victorian house in downtown 

Naperville, and after a period away for military service and 

college, returned to the area and currently resides in 

Plainfield. While growing up, his father was a realtor so he 

spent lots of time cleaning out and exploring hundreds of 

empty old houses and checking out dusty corners and 

strange noises. As a very logical person, he approaches all 

things as a skeptic, but after a thorough and methodical 

investigation is very open to various data driven 

conclusions. He works as a computer engineer/architect 

specializing in storage hardware and storage management 

software. Bill is married with 2 daughters, 2 cats and 1 

awesome dog named Callie. His other hobbies include 

music, aviation, genealogy, computer gaming, and anything 

mechanical or construction related. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/membership
http://www.hauntedrockford.com/illinois-paranormal-conference/

