
www.tntparanormal.com   We never charge a client for an investigation!  

Bumps in the Night!!!! 
July 2014 Issue 

Inside This Issue 

Paranormal “U” 

Famous Haunts 

Tools of the Trade 

TnT Paranormal Asks 

Paranormal Talk 

Spirits and Spectrum 

Paranormal Corner 

Paranormal Short Stories 

Ask TnT Paranormal 

Upcoming Events 

 
At TnT Paranormal Investigators 

LLC our primary mission is to help 

the client with their paranormal 

concerns. We research the 

background of the property, 

gather data during an onsite 

investigation, review that data to 

determine if any paranormal 

data was captured, and provide 

the client with a report of our 

findings. We also use this time 

to educate our clients on the 

paranormal field and helping to 

ease their fears. 

  

We would love to assist you with 

your paranormal needs. To 

learn more about our services, 

ask us questions, or to request 

an investigation click here.  

 

Click here to read the 

newsletter Disclaimer. 

TnT Paranormal Happenings 
 

Not sure about you but we are so glad that summer is here.  The warmer days and nights 

mean more cookouts, shorts, swimming, and of course investigating.  The summer months 

are the easiest times to investigate. 

 

Now that July is upon us we are that much closer to our paravan trip (parathon) that starts on 

July 19th.  Our first stop is the Lemp Mansion in St. Louis.  From there we travel to Alton, IL 

where we will be investigating McPike Mansion and Mineral Springs Hotel.  From Alton we 

travel up to Auburn to investigate the Haunted “R” Theater.  From Auburn we will travel to 

Oregon (IL) to investigate the site of a former piano factory that current houses the Conover 

Square Mall.  To end the paravan we come back home where we will host our 2nd 

investigation of a bowling alley in Wheeling.  We are so excited about this trip and can’t wait 

to share our experiences with you next month. 

 

In June we hosted our Paranormal Investigation 101 course and had 7 people attend.  The 

102 course starts at the end of this month and concludes in August with an investigation of 

the host location.  We are excited about this opportunity. 

 

Also in June we launched our Chapter team program with the addition of a team in 

Wisconsin.  So now we will be able to serve clients in IL and WI and do so using the same 

protocols and procedures.  We are excited about this new program.  If you or your team 

wants to learn more about our Chapter program or how to become a Chapter team please 

contact us at info@tntparanormal.com for more information. 
 

We still have slots available for “Investigate with TnT Paranormal“ events for the summer 

and fall at the Arlington Heights Historical Museum, former site of the F.W. Müller 

Carbonated Beverages Company. These events are perfect for the novice paranormal 

Happy 4th of July / Happy Birthday America! 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/BumpsintheNight/BITNnewsletter-disclaimer.pdf
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
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As a beginner or novice ghost hunter there are a few things to consider while on your investigations. The following is a list of the top twelve (not 

necessarily in priority order): 
 

1) Be Professional. Always maintain a professional appearance and attitude during your investigations. That does not mean you have to wear 

a suit, comfortable clothing is a must, but wearing clothing appropriate for the situation is best. Also, making sure to watch what is said 

during the investigation. Be sure to not mention names, places, swear, say negative things about someone or the condition of the 

home/location, etc. while on location. There would be nothing worse than the client getting offended and/or not being able to show potential 

evidence because of a slip of the tongue. 
 

2) Make safety your first priority. If you get scared, don't run from the situation. It will be dark and you are in a strange place. You could hurt 

yourself or others. Also, you are a representative of the paranormal field and your actions could be projected onto others in the field as well. 

The exception to this is if someone gets hurt and/or is in danger. Then by all means use whatever means you feel is necessary to 

get to safety and/or get help.  
 

3) Never use drugs or alcohol while on an investigation.  It can be dangerous for you and your team…not to mention not professional. 
 

4) We always have permission, in writing, to go into every location we investigate.  Trespassing is not cool and should never be done!  To 

learn more go to:  http://www.tntparanormal.com/Articles/Article9-Trespassing.pdf. 

investigator who wants to be able to investigate but may not have the means to do it otherwise.  Are you brave enough to come along? To learn 

more go to our website Investigate Beverage Factory Page or the ad on Page 13. 
 

We have a lot of interesting articles in July 2014 Issue on the Just the Basics, St. Augustine Lighthouse, an interview of  Robbin Terry, owner of 

Haunted “R” Theater and Ashmore Estates, Dowsing Rods/Crystals vs KII/Ghost Meters , and Seeing is Believing.   If you are a budding author, 

or even an experienced one and would love to have your article in our newsletter, please let us know. 
 

We are always on the lookout for new cases and places to investigate, so please keep us in mind if you hear of anything.  To learn more about 

us you can go to our website, group page on FaceBook, Team page on Facebook, or Twitter (@TnTParanormal). 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/Articles/Article9-Trespassing.pdf
http://www.tntparanormal.com/Articles/Article9-Trespassing.pdf
http://www.tntparanormal.com/Articles/Article9-Trespassing.pdf
http://www.tntparanormal.com/investigate-beverage-factory
http://www.tntparanormal.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TnTParanormal/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TnTParanormal/
https://www.facebook.com/TnTParanormalInvestigators
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5)    Obtain a baseline of the area for the investigation. It is important to access the investigation site and look for things that could cause 

someone to think and/or feel like a place is haunted. This can be done with equipment (such as an EMF detector and digital thermometer) 

as well as visually. A few items to consider are: things that could cause power spikes or high voltage emissions; storage of chemicals or 

other items that could cause issues; noting open or loose windows or doors, etc. Obtaining this baseline first will help with debunking and 

review of the data. 
 

6) Remember your goal. Your goal for any paranormal investigation is to capture potential evidence that paranormal activity either does or 

does not exist. There are a few points for consideration:   

• When you are walking around the investigation site walk in a manner that will least impact the data you are trying to capture. Try to 

walk and move as quietly as possible. This will avoid noises in your data that will either contaminate real potential evidence and/or be 

mistaken as potential evidence. 

• If you are trying to capture audio data, (i.e., EVPs) make sure to talk in a normal voice. This will help during data review so that a 

whisper between team members isn't thought to be potential evidence. 

• If you hear a sound or make a noise and you know the source for that noise and feel that it might be wrongly identified as potential 

evidence later, call it out. For instance, someone moves a chair or shuts a door. By calling it out and/or writing it down on paper at the 

time it occurs, you will save yourself time during review. 
  

7) Wear the right shoes for the job. Remember you will be on your feet for a long time and at some points won't have a place to sit down. 

Making sure you have the correct foot attire will be critical. There are several reason for this, one being comfort and the second being the 

noise factor. 
 

8) Leave or turn off all electronics. It is best if you leave cell phones, Blackberries, pagers, iPhones, MP3 players, etc. at the command center 

or in your car. If you feel you need it for safety, then please leave in the command center in vibrate mode. There is nothing worse than 

trying to review potential evidence only to find it full of text message beeps, cell phone rings, etc. The same would go for your camera. If it 

makes noise when you turn it on, turn it off, or when it flashes, it is a good idea to see if you can turn that feature off. 
 

9) Use a flashlight. The use of a flashlight is important (for additional information see the Tips for using a Flashlight article) for 

investigations. This is one of the key tools you need on you at all times. However, it is best to keep the usage to a minimum. Your eyes will 

adjust to the dark and you'll be able to observe more activity with the naked eye. 
 

10) Have patience and be observant. Sometimes it is best to just sit quietly and observe the space around you. This will help to debunk 

situations that occur as well as observe any activity that may exist. This doesn't mean you have to be silent 100% of the time, but silence 

is a friend to investigators. 
 

11) Never lose the skeptic. Whenever a potential paranormal experience occurs, try to debunk it. Check for natural causes, such as wind, rain, 

etc. Check to see if someone or something else was in the area at the time. Check for something in the space that could cause the noise, 

like a furnace, dripping faucet, window, door, etc. Also, try to rule out the obvious before assuming it's proof of paranormal activity. 
 

12) Have fun. Lastly, make sure to enjoy the investigation. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/Articles/Article2-Flashlight.pdf
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Robbin has had an interest in the Paranormal since purchasing the R Theater in 1999.  He experienced many things at that time but was not 

aware of how to interact with the spirits and ghosts of the building.  He has been in the insurance business for over 35 years of which the last 20 

years as President of Midwest Classic Insurance where he writes collector car insurance in 48 States.  With his business and interest in classic 

cars has grown and he currently owns a small collection of cars which also includes the Mystery Machine from Hanna- Barbera Studios.  He has 

coached youth sports for most of his adult life and works as a volunteer EMT with the local ambulance service.  He is married with two children 

and two grandchildren.  Not to mention a couple of "adopted" daughters from his work with a haunted attraction he had in his building for 10 

years.     

 

 

1) Tell our readers a little bit about you and the role you serve in the field of the paranormal?   

I am President of Midwest Classic Insurance where we specialize in collector car insurance and write coverage in 48 States. I am also an 

EMT and was instrumental in moving Auburn Area Ambulance to a Paramedic-ALS service five years ago. I have a diversified role in 

paranormal as I wear a few different hats. I work as an independent investigator. I have been on teams in the past but prefer to work with 

many different teams as their needs arise. I have a vast amount of equipment which includes but is not limited to numerous Zoom digital 

recorders, multiple portable video cameras, over 50 cameras with DVR systems, two thermal cameras, over twenty actual Frank’s  boxes 

and about anything else most could imagine. I enjoy collecting things and paranormal equipment is one of those desires.  

 

 

2) How long have you been interested in the paranormal and what sparked that interest?     

I have been interested in the paranormal for quite some time but never had the chance to really get involved with it until about seven years 

ago. Jennifer from Midwest Paranormal Society walked into my office one day and asked if her team could conduct an investigation of the 

building. They did it without any interruption or interference of myself and when finished contacted me to say they just did not feel they 

received anything. Well as most know the real story is after your review your evidence. They called about two weeks later and told me that 

we needed to talk. They revealed to me a handful of EVPs and one in particular was past being a Class A. It is probably the clearest EVP I 

have ever heard, in fact so clear most miss it and think it is someone actually just talking. After this happened I asked if they ever took 

anyone with them and they told me I was more than welcome. Well from that point on I have collected equipment and have been to over 

100 investigations.  

 

 

3) What makes you and/or your team different from others in the field? 

I really don’t think there is a lot of anything that can differentiate one investigator from another. This is a field where there are really no 

answers just a lot of questions. The more questions we ask I think the less we sometimes find we even know. I guess the only thing that 

might make me a little different than others is the equipment possibilities. I guess one other way is I own the original ghost hunting van – 

The Mystery Machine, yeah eat your heart out TAPS it doesn’t carry plumbing equipment lol. 

 

 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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4) What do you believe is the most common mistake paranormal investigators make? How can they correct that mistake? 

I think the most common mistake that paranormal investigators make is thinking everything is paranormal. Just because you shoot a picture 

of a window with dirt smudges on it doesn’t mean there is a face in it, because you find that you have caught “orbs” after wa lking through a 

room or sitting on a piece of furniture, or when someone in the group whispers you forgot to mark the file. There is nothing that can make a 

team or individual look worse than portray a piece of evidence that is not really paranormal and everyone knows it but you.  

 

 

5) In your career in the paranormal have you ever had someone bring up a phenomenon or unusual experience that you had never 

heard of before?    

I was with Brad Klinge a couple weeks ago and he was telling me of an incredible personal story about a crayon drawn photo that was laid 

on a grave of a relative. It was drawn in a manner that looked sad with rain drops falling on a casket and a child with a frown on her face. 

After the funeral and the burial other family members went to the grave and found that crayon drawn paper now without the rain but the sun 

and the child had a smile on their face. This was a short version but pretty much tells the tale.  

 

 

6) Any advice for a new investigator getting into the field of the paranormal?     

Be cautious of people out there and stay away from the drama. It seems there are a lot of people out there that want to be the next Zak 

Bagans or Jason Hawes. Enjoy what you are doing but put it in perspective. Align yourself with people that can help you learn as you go 

along. Trust me those teachers are learning as well. As Barry Klinge told a group I had some people say there are no such things as 

experts in the paranormal field, they are wrong there are experts, we just haven’t crossed over to see them yet. I guess one other thing is 

don’t worry about investigating in total darkness or only at night – newsflash spirits are with us 24/7/365. 

 

 

7) What do you believe is the best tool a paranormal investigator can use during an investigation?     

Of course everyone says themselves. I agree that you should use all of your senses when out but if you don’t have someone with you that 

can validate things with you basically you are at the mercy of others trust in what you tell them. I personally always at least carry a digital 

recorder with me. Do I care if people don’t believe in what I caught as evidence, nope not at all. I know what I caught and I’m the only 

person I have to answer to.  

 

 

8) What is your favorite place/location to investigate?     

My favorite place to investigate would be a personal residence of someone needing help. Now if that sounds strange to some that might 

know me it shouldn’t. I have spent most of my adult life coaching hockey, basketball, baseball, and softball as well as working as 

volunteering as an EMT. I am sure that most thought I would say Ashmore Estates or the R Theater since I own both of those locations but 

I personally feel the spirits there are so use to me, Ashmore more and more when I am there. That they look at me and say “aw it’s just 

him”. For new groups or investigators looking for a place to investigate I would suggest the R Theater first. It does not have the “creep” 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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factor that Ashmore has but I always think of it as a paranormal playground. It is a great place to train new people as it seems to never 

disappoint. We also donate all money from an investigation to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, which psychic friends say makes a 

huge difference in the activity. 

 

 

9) Have you ever had a paranormal experience that “changed” you in some way?  Either for the positive or the negative. 

The only experience I have had that really made me think was when I was on an EMS call. I was helping a man that had a stroke years 

before. While in the hospital the doctors told his wife he would not come out alive. She went home and committed suicide. When we were 

called there a year or so after this I asked the patient if his wife or caregiver could rewrap what I had done later. He said he was the only 

one there. Three of us saw the same woman standing in the kitchen watching us. It was a moment I will never forget.  

 

 

10) How can our readers contact you to learn more about you and the work you do in the field of the paranormal?   

I can be contacted at robbin@midwestclassicins.com at my office 217-438-6235, or my paracell of 217-899-9978. 

 

 

We at TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC want to thank Robbin Terry for the interview.   We are honored to call him our colleague and 

friend. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
mailto:robbin@midwestclassicins.com
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Orbs or Dust? A Practical Guide to False-Positives 

It's a simple question. The answer depends on who you talk to. Some believe they are indeed 

Orbs, pure energy representations of what used to be a living person. Those on this side of the 

coin offer detailed diagrams exploring the visible layers of the Orbs, color-coded charts to explain 

the emotion Orbs are displaying when photographed...and even insight into the "psychology" of 

Orbs.  

I'm more on the flip side of that coin. I've done my homework and have found many natural causes 

that can create the same image of an Orb. So, yes...I usually lean towards the answer of Dust. 

Come with me as we take a look at False-Positives; evidence that appears to be paranormal, but 

actually has a natural explanation. We will take a look not only at Orbs, but through the many other 

forms in which ghosts have been "captured". You will learn about mistakes, tricks of light and a 

camera feature that has been wreaking havoc in the ghost hunting community. We will also look at 

a few ways "Investigators" deliberately produce images, including step-by-step instructions on how 

they "capture" a shadow man with the help of Photoshop. I've even included a few experiments you 

can do to verify many of these results yourself. 

 

Author:  By Kenneth Biddle  

A Guide To Paranormal Investigation 

You have a camera. You've got your digital voice recorder. You're on your way to a site you heard 

was haunted. You're a ghost hunter, right? Well, that's a very basic idea of one. In fact, the 

description above is just the beginning of your journey, should you choose to continue to pursue 

the field of paranormal research and investigation.  

A Guide To Paranormal Investigation can help you on your way. Contained within these pages is 

information to help you every step of the way; from background information every ghost hunter 

should be aware of...to the inclusion of specific documentation forms we've used over the years. 

We go over Equipment, Contacting Clients, Preliminary and Formal Investigations, Research 

Sessions and even Safety Concerns.  

We've basically taken every step we take from the formation of PIRA, until the end of an 

investigation....and put them into this book to share with you. We invite you to read, learn and then 

share your ideas with us.  

 

Author:  By Kenneth Biddle  

 

To Order  either book go to :  http://home.comcast.net/~parainvestigator/Index/ThePiraShoppe.htm  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://home.comcast.net/~parainvestigator/Index/ThePiraShoppe.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~parainvestigator/Index/ThePiraShoppe.htm
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Famous Haunts 

St. Augustine Lighthouse 

Website:  http://www.staugustinelighthouse.org/  

Towering above Anastasia Island, the St Augustine Lighthouse is one of the most spectacular historic sites along Florida's Atlantic Coast. 

The first light station on this site was established by order of Pedro Menendez de Aviles, founder of St. Augustine, shortly after the settlement 

was established in 1565. Sir Francis Drake, the notorious English "privateer," used the original signal as a guide during his raid against St. 

Augustine in 1586. 

 

The original wooden tower was replaced by a structure of coquina stone in 1683. Coquina is a unique sedimentary stone that is found in the 

St. Augustine area and in only two other places in the world. This structure was later converted into a real lighthouse during the 1820s. 

Darkened during the Civil War, the lighthouse was already in bad condition by the time the war ended. The old coquina was crumbling and 

being undermined by wave action, so the U.S. government authorized the construction of the current tower. 

Work began on the new St. Augustine Lighthouse in 1870 and the structure was completed in 1874. It is of the same design (although with a 

different paint scheme) as the Bodie Island and Currituck lighthouses in North Carolina. 

 

The original coquina lighthouse collapsed soon after the new structure was completed. The lighthouse was operated by keepers who lived in 

structures on the grounds until 1955, when the light was automated. Over the years that followed, the tower lapsed into bad condition, but 

thanks to 11 years of work and fundraising by the Junior Service League of St. Augustine, the lighthouse has been restored and is now open 

to the public. 

 

The St. Augustine Lighthouse is the focus of a number of extremely popular ghost stories and is considered by some to be one of the most 

haunted locations in the South. Featured in numerous books and television programs, the tower and adjacent keeper's cottage has been the 

focus of numerous paranormal investigations over the years, some more scientific than others. 

 

Among the best publicized of these was a visit by the Ghost Hunters. During a night in the lighthouse, the producers of the program recorded 

unusual sounds, voices and strange shadows moving about high up in the lighthouse. 

 

The original structure was owned by Dr. Alan Ballard. He was forced to sell it to the government in 1865 because it was thought the ocean 

would eventually swallow it. After the Civil War, Florida's funds were depleted and offered to buy it for substantially less than it was worth. 

Ballard refused to sell it. The government threatened to take it via eminent domain and gave him nothing. Ballard became outraged and 

vowed to never leave the lighthouse. Some say he kept his vow and can be seen in and around the property. 

 

Another lighthouse keeper, Peter Rasmussen, was always seen enjoying a cigar, and had a reputation for being a very strict manager and 

quite meticulous when it came to maintaining the lighthouse. Today, the scent of Rasmussen's cigar can still be detected several times a 

week, say the people who staff the lighthouse today. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.staugustinelighthouse.org/
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Whether you believe in ghosts or not, the St. Augustine Lighthouse has been the scene of numerous tragedies over the years. 

Joseph Andreu, a keeper, fell from the old coquina lighthouse and died in 1859. Although his death took place before the current 

structure was built, it has come to be associated with today's tower in local legend.  

 

Perhaps the best known story about the lighthouse, however, involves the tragic deaths of several children there while the 

present tower was being constructed. A cable or handcart of some type ran from the lighthouse to the beach and was used by 

the workers to bring supplies up to the construction site. The superintendent of the construction project - Hezekiah Pittee - 

apparently allowed his five children to ride the vehicle for fun. 

 

On July 10, 1873, something went wrong with the cart and the children were flung into the water. Although a girl and boy were 

rescued, three other young girls died (two of Pittee's daughters and one of their friends). According to legend, their ghosts can be 

heard in the lighthouse to this day. 

 

At least three additional people have died of sickness or non-accidental causes at the lighthouse over the years. 

 

The lighthouse provides a spectacular view of the Atlantic Ocean and coastal waters of St. Augustine. The St. Augustine 

Lighthouse is located at 100 Red Cox Road, St. Augustine, Florida. It is open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. for self-guided tours. After 

dark tours are available by reservation. 

Photos courtesy of Christian Paul 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Tools of the Trade 

Dowsing Rods/Crystals vs KII/Ghost Meters  

By Christine Wilfinger-Free, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

There are many different kinds of tools that people can use while on an investigation.  There are those that like to use the scientific tools and 

equipment like the KII and the Ghost Meter.  Then there are those that like the metaphysical ones like the Dowsing Rods and Crystals.  It is best 

if you are able to collect evidence from more that one source. 

 

Dowsing Rods are made of metal or wood and in the shape of an “L” or “Y”.  For the paranormal investigations,  metal “L” rods are preferred.  

They are held out straight, the short end held loosely, one in each hand. Crystals are used as pendulums.  A Pendulum is a string or chain with 

a crystal or some other type of weight attached at the other end. Pendulums are held with 2-3 fingers by the chain or charm on one end and 

allowing the crystal to swing freely at the other end.  

 

KII and Ghost Meters are EMF detectors.  The KII has 5 colored LED's that light up as the EMF increases near the device.  The more lights that 

are lit up, the higher the EMF is around it.  The Ghost Meter shows increases in EMF's by a needle and a LED light and also by an audio beep.   

 

While on a investigation,  the “scientific” investigators will go around with the KII and Ghost Meters and other devices to f ind spikes in EMF.  You 

can also find spikes in EMF with the Dowsing Rods and Crystal Pendulums.  The Dowser will ask to be shown where the Ghost or Spirit is and 

follow where the rods point them (the theory is that where there is unexplained high EMF, there maybe a ghost or spirit present).  When they 

come to the source of where there is high EMF or where a ghost or spirit is, the rods will either cross each other or start to swing around wildly 

like a helicopter blade.  The faster the swinging, the higher the EMF is.  The pendulum user can basically do the same thing.  Instead of asking 

the pendulum to find the ghost or spirit, the pendulum user will go from room to room asking if there is a ghost or spirit present in that room.  

You can also ask the pendulum to show you how strong the energy in the room is and the faster the swing, the stronger the energy is. 

 

As an Investigator, we try to get a response of some kind out of the ghost or spirit that is inhabiting the premises.  With the KII and Ghost Meter, 

you can ask for the ghost or spirit to come up and touch the devises and make them light up.  You can also ask questions and have the ghost or 

spirit touch once for “no” and twice for “yes”.  You can basically do the same thing with the Dowsing Rods and the Crystal Pendulums. Instead of 

having the ghost or spirit touch the rods or pendulums, the holders will just ask questions, and it depends on which way they move or swing on 

whether it is a “yes” or “no” answer.  If the pendulum user has a pendulum board (a board that has numbers and the alphabet on it), you can get 

more detailed information than just a “yes” or “no” answer to your questions.  With the board, you can get dates and names for example, that 

can be later verified through research. 

 

The downside to using KII and Ghost Meters is that they have been known to give off false positives. The use of cell phones, walkies-talkies, 

and wireless routers, for example, will set these off.  On the other hand, Dowsing Rods and Crystal Pendulums are not effected by these.  They 

do not give off false positives, well, maybe the rods might, if it finds a water source or a dead body.  Yes, you can find buried bodies with the 

Dowsing Rods. 

 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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There is a lot of controversy over the use of Dowsing Rods and Crystal Pendulums.  The skeptics say that the users are moving 

the devices themselves, whether consciously or sub-consciously through small muscle twitches.  The believers say that it is the 

ghost or spirit that is moving them themselves.  Some say that they (ghosts or spirits) moves the devises through the user's sub-

conscious, others say that it is their spirit guide who bridges the gap between them and the ghost or spirit, and shares that 

information with them through their sub-conscious. 

 

What ever you choose to use on your investigations, you should not rely solely on the response you get from the devise of your 

choosing.  It is good  to have the evidence backed up by other different devices like an EVP on an audio device or visual on a 

camcorder or camera.   There is no right or wrong when it comes to choosing the equipment that you want to use in an 

investigation.  It basically all comes down to what your ultimate goal is and what you feel comfortable with.  Just remember the 

short comings of the device you are using and what they are capable of doing.  Most importantly, have fun on your investigations. 

Figure:  Ghost Meter Figure:  KII Meter 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://tannersenergywellness.com/


www.tntparanormal.com   We never charge a client for an investigation!  

Bumps in the Night!!!! 

12 

July 2014 Issue 

Spirit and Spectrum 

Seeing is Believing 

By Darcy Lingg , SPARC Para-Analytics 

The Observer Effect is one of the most bizarre premises of quantum theory, which has long fascinated philosophers and physicists alike, stating 

that by the very act of watching, the observer affects the observed reality, or more simply put, the act of observing will influence the phenomena 

being observed. As an aspiring scientist and future psychologist, this is a mind baffling concept (much like quantum theory in general) that many 

researchers, scientists, and paranormal investigators alike have trouble wrapping their head around. That being said, this strange concept has 

always fascinated me, ever since reading about Schrodinger’s cat as a child ( for those who may not know of Schrodinger, he was an Austrian 

physicist who developed a number of fundamental results in the field of quantum theory, including the thought experiment knows as 

Schrodinger’s cat, which highlighted the strange nature of quantum entanglement, suggesting that a cat inside a box could be both dead AND 

alive at the same time, essentially existing in two quantum states, until the box is opened and the cat is observed...phew!). Have I lost anyone 

yet ? Hang tight, I promise to make this as easy to understand as possible.  

 

Many of you may be asking “What does this have to do with ghosts?” That is why we all decided to form or join paranormal groups, and embark 

on this crazy train of research and investigation, right? To prove the existence of the paranormal, the afterlife, and the survival of consciousness 

after bodily death? Whatever or however you chose to believe, observer effect plays a very important role in what we all do. Many 

parapsychologists have suggested that the observation and/or belief of the investigator may actually influence the outcome of the study or 

investigation. For example, skeptics tend to find what they expect, such as a rational, natural explanation for an alleged paranormal event. On 

the flip side, believers tend to find, well, what they set out to find ….ghosts! It has even been suggested that and investigators own PSI may 

inhibit or even cause activity to occur. Another term for this type of phenomena (yes this is a phenomena in and of itself) is Observer 

Expectancy Effect or OEE. Scientists define OEE as “when a researcher expects a given result and therefore unconsciously manipulates an 

experiment or misinterprets data in order to find it”. So when you are looking through photos of “haunted hot spots “, and you expect to see an 

apparition, you may unconsciously “notice” apparitions in places where perfectly natural explanations exist. A good way to test this out is to post 

a picture of a famously haunted location and ask observers if they see anything “unusual”. It would be natural to assume that  the photo harbors 

a paranormal anomaly of some sort although that is not implicit in the question. The question is not “do you see the anomaly I saw?” The 

question is “do you see anything unusual”. Most people will tend to find something they consider out of the ordinary because they “expect” it to 

be there given it is a picture of a haunted location. If you post a picture of the Whitehouse for example you may receive entirely different results ( 

although there are obviously some less than normal things happening there for sure ! ). We see similar effects with pareidolia and matrixing 

which are actually very normal psychological responses.  

 

So again, why is understanding observer effect important to the paranormal investigator? It is not just important, but a CRUCIAL component 

when attempting to scientifically and legitimately explain paranormal phenomena. Approaching the paranormal from a RESEARCH perspective 

is often challenging because of the lack of acceptable physical evidence. By definition, the paranormal does not conform to conventional 

expectations of nature, therefore we have a very difficult time using the scientific method to confirm paranormal instances. The more we learn 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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and begin to grasp how quantum concepts such as observer effect play into paranormal and parapsychological research, the better chance we 

have at legitimizing our field and turning hypothesis and theory into fact. It’s a stretch I know, and we are NOWHERE close to ful ly 

understanding how quantum mechanics effect the universe ( or multiverse for you geeks out there ), but without an understanding of what 

causes observer effect we will be unable to specify the conditions under which other researchers can replicate the findings, which means bad 

news for any field of science , The unfortunate fact is that by definition observer effect is unavoidable. Understanding that this phenomenon 

exists and may be playing a part in our endeavor to find the ultimate proof is only one of many things we are likely to discover along the way.  

 

 

“The observer, when he seems to himself to be observing the stone, is really, if physics it to be believed, observing the effects of the 

stone upon himself.” - Bertrand Russell 

August 2nd and October 25th; four (4) – three (3) hour sessions to choose 

from.  For more information click here or the image above. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/investigate-beverage-factory
http://www.tntparanormal.com/investigate-beverage-factory
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November 2013 Issue 

We have TnT Paranormal t-shirts for sale.  Go 

to our Webstore or Café Press store to place 

your order TODAY before supplies run out! 

Sneak Peek 

In the next issue of Bumps in the Night!!!: 

• Paranormal “U” - Normal home false positives 

• Famous Haunts –   Crescent Moon Hotel 

• Tools of the Trade –   Safety First 

Contact Us 

You can use any of the following mechanisms to contact us: 

 

Contact Us Form:  http://www.tntparanormal.com/contactus.htm  
 

Event Request Form:  http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request  

 

Email: info@tntparanormal.com 

 

Social Media: 

Website:  http://www.tntparanormal.com/  

Twitter: @TnTParanormal (https://twitter.com/TnTParanormal)  

FB Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/146712678732927/  

FB Team Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/TnTParanormalInvestigators  

 

Snail Mail Address:  

TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

PO Box 87401 

Carol Stream, IL 60188-7401 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://mysteriousheartland.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webstore/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webstore/
http://www.cafepress.com/tntparanormal
http://www.tntparanormal.com/contactus.htm
http://www.tntparanormal.com/contactus.htm
http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request
http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request
http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request
http://www.tntparanormal.com/event-request
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/
https://twitter.com/TnTParanormal
https://www.facebook.com/groups/146712678732927/
https://www.facebook.com/TnTParanormalInvestigators
https://www.facebook.com/TnTParanormalInvestigators
https://www.facebook.com/TnTParanormalInvestigators
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Paranormal Talk with Rev. Kathy 

July 2014 Issue 

Poltergeist:  (noun) From German origin.   Miriam Webster; From the words poltern meaning ‘to knock’ and geist meaning ‘spirit’.   

 

WordNet Princeton.Edu; A ghost that announces its presence with rapping and the creation of disorder. 

 
  

The classic understanding of a poltergeist is a noisy ghost. We associate strange middle of the night taps on the walls, footsteps, unknown 

voices, dishes crashing in the kitchen and electronic interference with this basic definition of a haunting. When paranormal investigators rule out 

environmental or other rational causes and before calling unexplained activity a haunting, it might be a good idea to take a closer look at the living 

inhabitants of the home.  
   

 

In the 1930’s J.B. and Louisa Rhine began Parapsychological studies *the study for evidence of psychological phenomena, on extrasensory 

perception at Duke University in Durham, North Carolina. Their studies went on to later include remote viewing and psychokenesis *the ability to 

move objects by mental effort, otherwise abbreviated as PK. In these PK studies, it was found that many individuals had the ability to influence 

and manipulate objects in their environment without physically touching them. The power of the mind could will a light to turn off, a glass to move 

and a fan to turn without power. Test subjects could effectively harness mind over matter.  
  

 

The practice of Parapsychology today studies inherently psychic individuals who are agents of such unexplained activity. The ability to influence 

the environment with the mind is there, though the individual responsible more often than not isn’t aware of it. Chemical changes such as puberty, 

pregnancy, menopause, other health issues, long-term stress or suppressed anger can trigger PK. Ironically, when a team Parapsychologist finds 

reason to believe activity is due to PK phenomenon and the agent becomes aware of their role in such events, the activity often slows or even 

ceases.  
  

 

A ‘poltergeist’ isn’t always what we know it to be. 

What’s In a Name? 

Contributed By Rev. Kathy Houck, Independent Paranormal Investigations Research Consultant 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Name this Haunted Location 

Do you know the name of this haunted location?   Email us with your guess at info@tntparanormal.com.  

Name this Haunted Location from the last 

issue was Midway Village in Rockford, IL. 

The following question(s) was/were submitted by our readers, by our online subscribers, or at events.  

With all of your cases what would you say is the biggest and most impactful thing you have learned? 

Wow, that is not an easy question.  I would say that the answer is not just a single thing.  There are several key things I have learned.  One 

thing is to make sure to get all of the facts before coming to any conclusions and/or making any decisions.  In this field we get lots of claims, 

experiences, etc. and for a lot of those claims there are natural and/or man-made reasons they would experience them.  For instance, claim:  

Feeling like you’re being watched in the basement.   However, when checked they were standing in a “Fear Cage” situation and so the 

EMFs in the area more than likely caused it.  But even if that is the case you can’t say with 100% certainty that is all that is going on.  So 

more data should be collected.  As a paranormal investigator you would want to do more tests, experiments, etc. in the area to see if other 

factors are present and/or can you get some paranormal activity.  Try to rule all things before telling the client the results. 

 

- Melissa Tanner, Lead Investigator, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

 

 

In you have a paranormal related question for us please submit it to info@tntparanormal.com and we would love to address it in the next issue. 

Ask TnT Paranormal 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
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Paranormal Corner 

My personal opinion is that demons exist in several levels and powers. I have seen things to make me believe that they are working in many 

ways to influence people daily. I do believe some spirits are evil but only if they were evil when they were amongst the living. I also believe 

that there are Spirits called Tricksters that will act like Spirits that some are trying to contact. I believe that they will follow you home from the 

haunted location for just about any reason they think of. 
 

So I say that a protection prayer before and after is better than anything else you could do to let them know where you stand. Also it wouldn't 

hurt to have some sort of object of your belief to reassure your belief that your Protection Payer will work. It’s known as a comforter in times of 

need. 
 

Some will be wondering why (I don't believe I need Protection) I am in any danger of a spirit or demon following me from an Investigation. 

What you believe is just your opinion and not fact. I decided when I started the Investigation the amount of time it takes to say a protective 

prayer at the beginning and at the end of an Investigation that I may as well do them. Plus if they really do prevent the spirits from following 

me from an Investigation then it is more worth the time and effort to do them. 
 

Not everyone will be comfortable saying a prayer if they don't believe in a Christian Way, Actually for those that are of other Beliefs, I would do 

a Prayer of protection in your own way. It can save you some trouble by just modifying one of these Prayers to fit your Belief. A few types of 

opening and closing prayer you can use for protection. 
 

“Saint Michael the Archangel, Defend us in battle Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil May God rebuke 

him, we humbly pray And do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, By the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all evil spirits Who 

wander through the world for the ruin of souls.” Amen. 
 

A closing prayer could be such as this, “In the name of Jesus Christ, I command all human spirits to cross over into the Heavenly 

Light of Jesus Christ. I command all inhuman spirits to go where Christ tells you to go, for it is He who commands you" 

Amen 
 

For non- secular prayers, you can look online or talk to local people to come up with one of your own. 

 

 

 

 

Chad Stambaugh is a retired U.S. Marine; working on a Bachelor's in English and a PH.D. in Parapsychology. He is also working on becoming a Demonologist 

through the New Life Ministries Church.   He founded 11th Hour Paranormal Research Society and radio show host of the Paranormal Corner and The 

Paranormal Roundtable. Chad Lives in Fresno, CA, with his wife Crissy. He has three children and three grandchildren.   His first book; Paranormal 

Investigations took second place and the 2013 Paranormal Awards in the Literary category.  To read more stuff from Chad, please go to his Blog Post at 

http://chadsteelers.blogspot.com/. 

Do I Need a Protection Prayer When I Go Ghost Hunting? 

By Chad Stambaugh, Author, Educator, and Paranormal Investigator 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://chadsteelers.blogspot.com/
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What’s On Your Mind 

Pre-Investigation 

We are here to communicate with the spirits that are present. We are not here to harm you or change your environment in any way.  We wish to only give you 

a voice you haven’t had in a long time.  We respect you and your ground; therefore you need to respect our mind, body, and soul. 

 

Prayer of Protection 

The Light of God surrounds me/us.   

The Love of God enfolds me/us.  

The Power of God protects me/us.  

The Presence of God watches over me/us.  

The Mind of God guides me/us.  

The Life of God flows through me/us.  

The Laws of God direct me/us.  

The Power of God abides within me/us.  

The Joy of God uplifts me/us.  

The Strength of God renews me/us.  

The Beauty of God inspires me/us.  

Wherever I/we am/are, God is! 

 

Prayer of Protection from Negative Entities 

O beloved Heavenly Father Light being, send your protective light energies around me/us at once. 

Erect a shield of love and light about me/us that is invincible, all powerful, and unable to be penetrated by any evil force. 

Keep me/us totally protected from all things that are not of the Light or of God.  Keep me/us immune from all negative and hostile beings.  Banish at once the 

spirit that I/we see/feel before me/us! 

 

Ring of Protection Prayer 

In the name of all that is goodness and light, surround our circle in the white light of holy protection.  We ask that no harm befalls or follows the protected circle. 

And that our quest benefits all who are among us.  In the name of all that is goodness and light.  We thank thee for your protection of Holy White Light. 

 

Prayer for Renewed Strength and Energy 

Beloved Light Being / Heavenly Father fill me/us with your great strength and Light.  Charge me with your light and your love.  Rejuvenate each of my/our vital 

body functions with strength and energy.  Empower me/us with your might.  Keep me/us now and always sensitive to your guidance and your direction. 

 

End of Investigation Prayer 

In the name of the Lord, Jesus Christ, no entities are allowed to follow me/us from this location.  By the Power of God, I/we command you to remain here. 

  

Post-Investigation 

We thank the spirits for coming forward and sharing their experiences with us.  This is where you belong and need to stay.  Do NOT follow us home.  These 

are your roots, your grounds and you need to remain here. 

Sample Protection Prayers 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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I am an addict!  I have been an addict for many years and I expect to remain an addict for the rest of my days.  I’ve crossed  countless borders 

and gone through thousands of dollars on nickel bags to $100 bags.  My mother and sister were addicts as well.  They are gone now, so I am 

left alone to hunt for whatever it takes to satisfy my hunger.  Yes, I am a junk store junkie!  And it doesn’t stop there, oh no.  I will drive miles 

and miles for a yard sale or a church rummage sale.  I’ve even gone out of state just to find a good thrift store.  I once spent $35 for an 

asparagus canister set.  It’s hopeless; I am one of the wretched ones. 
 

And that is how I came to find the dress.  I was driving through the pearl district in Portland, and passed a small second hand store.  Nothing 

special; looked like it had been there for years.  Good thing no one was behind me, because I slammed on the brakes, backed up, and 

crammed the car into the only parking space on the street.  Okay, I shouldn’t have done that, but, my addiction won over (that’s why it’s an 

addiction). 
 

Walking into the store, I felt as though someone was walking in with me, nudging me.  I even turned around to see if someone had followed 

me in; not a soul.  An elderly gentleman was sitting on a stool behind the counter.  He nodded and asked if I were looking for anything in 

particular.  No, I didn’t have anything specific in mind.  When it comes to thrift stores, everything is fair game. 

Like most thrift shops, the tiny store was filled with old Pyrex dishes, rusted tools, pictures that used to hang in some motel, and shelves of 

dusty , old books and magazines.  I was drawn to the back wall and when I got there, I understood why.  In the corner, was a dress pinned to 

the wall as a display.  Nothing spectacular, in fact, it was a very simple dress of ivory lace with a satin slip.  There was a pair of dainty ivory 

colored gloves with little pearls at the wrist and a straw cloche style hat with silk flowers on a velvet bow hanging on the wall, right next to the 

dress .  I knew right then, I had to have it. 
 

I asked the man behind the counter what he wanted for the three items.  “How does $30  sound?”  I’ve been doing this for a long time.  “I’ll 

give you $25 for the dress, gloves, and hat and I’ll throw in another dollar for the hankies on that table.”  Never give what they ask for, (it’s the 

code of junk store junkies!)  “Okay ma’am, I’ll let it go for that.  It’s been here for some spell, anyway.  Glad to see it go, gives me the willies.” 

“Why would a dress give you the willies?” I asked.  “A fella brought it all in with some other stuff,” the man replied.   “Said his uncle had passed 

away and while he was going through his things, he came across a box in the closet with the dress, hat, and gloves in it all wrapped up in 

tissue paper.  He had no idea of why his uncle would have a dress.  He never married and died alone.  Kind of creepy, wouldn’ t you say?”  

“Maybe there’s a good story behind the dress,” I answered. After a few more minutes of small talk with Ed, (as I found out, was the store 

owner’s name) I picked up my “fix” and headed out the door. “Stop by again,” Ed called out. “I will do that,” I said.  I liked Ed. 
 

As I drove home, I couldn’t shake the feeling that I was not alone.  Not only that, but I felt extremely sad.  Usually, when I buy something I 

have absolutely no need for, I feel a deep sense of satisfaction.  Wasn’t happening, in fact, I actually started to cry.  I pulled over for a minute 

to compose myself.  I couldn’t explain it.  It felt as though I was feeling someone else’s pain.  As fast as it came, the sadness went away and I 

continued on home. 
 

It had been a long day and I decided to go to bed a little early.  I walked into the living room to let the cat out and as I was heading to my 

bedroom, I stopped and picked up the dress I bought off of the coffee table where I put it.  Immediately, the sadness came over me again. 
 

Confused and a little scared, I put the dress down and went into the bedroom.  Sleep was a lost cause.  I tossed and turned for what seemed   

Red Lace 

By Kathy Covey 
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Red Lace 

 

like hours.  When sleep did finally come, I had dreams of a young, brunette woman, not beautiful, but very pretty, standing in a grocery store 

crying.   In the morning, I chalked the dreams up to the microwave pizza I had for supper. 
  

I went to work, did my usual thing, and on my way home, stopped to get some real food (no more microwave pizza for me).  Keller’s was my 

favorite grocery store, they had the best selection, good prices, and most important, they carried my favorite ice cream, which is where I went 

first.  I opened the freezer door, grabbed a container of Moosetracks, and shut the door.  Standing not five feet from me, as God is my 

witness, was the figure of the young woman in my dreams.  I dropped the container and the figure disappeared.  I made a beeline for the front 

door and all I remember, was, hearing, “Clean up needed in aisle 3.” 
   

I think I shook all the way home.  I’ve seen all the shows.  I know what ghosts are supposed to be and this was not flesh and blood.  Why 

would a ghost be in a grocery store?   There was a grocery store in my dreams.  The store wasn’t Keller’s, much too small for Keller’s.  Things 

were getting a little weird. 
  

I tried to watch tv, but my mind kept wondering to the young woman.  Who was she?  Why was she appearing to me?  Why now?  The dress!  

Maybe the dress had something to do with her materializing in the frozen food section.  After all, none of this started happening until 

yesterday.  Did the dress possibly belong to the woman in my dream? 
   

The next day was my day off, so I decided to do a little research.  I started with Keller’s since there seemed to be some kind of connection with 

the woman.  I googled the name, Keller’s Food Mart.  Keller’s, now, a chain of four stores located throughout the metro area and several 

stores throughout the state, had its’ humble beginnings in 1952 in a small building on the corner of Broad Street and Ivy,  appropriately called 

the Corner Market.  It didn’t become Keller’s until it was purchased by George Keller some time later.  Keller worked at the Corner Market as a 

bagger and carryout and worked his way up to manager and eventually bought the store and built it up to the present day food store giant. 
  

Okay, that didn’t tell me anything.  Now what?  The dress, that was next.  I drove downtown to talk to Ed at the second hand store.  There had 

only been one customer all day so Ed was closing early and was just turning the open sign to closed, when he recognized me getting out of 

my car.  He smiled and opened the door for me.  “Wasn’t expecting to see you so soon,” he said as I walked in.  “I really didn’t need anything; 

I just wanted to ask if you knew the man who brought in the dress I bought the other day?” I asked.  “No, I didn’t know him personally.  He 

brought the stuff in on consignment.  I think he was hoping to make some money to help pay for his uncle’s burial,” Ed replied.  “Did he 

happen to give you an email address with his information,” I asked.  “Don’t know, but I can sure check.  Is there something wrong with the 

dress?”  “Oh no, just had a question for him,” I answered.  Actually, I had a million questions. 
  

Ed rifled through a pile of receipts and notes sitting on an ancient desk behind the counter.  “Here we go,” he said waving a  piece of yellow 

paper.  “By golly, he did give an email address.  Guess that’s how most people communicate these days. Nobody talks anymore,” he said 

shaking his head.  Yup, I liked Ed! 

   

I thanked Ed for his help and promised to stop by again soon.  I wanted to get home so I could get on the computer.  What would I say in an 

email to a stranger? Hi, can I ask you about your deceased uncle?  Do you see ghosts? I had no idea of what to ask this man. I was positive 

he’d think I was a complete whackadoodle. 
  

I sat in front of the computer for a good hour and still had no clue as what to say.  All of a sudden, my computer went nuts.  The name Mary 

Sanders appeared on the screen over and over again.  And, then, it stopped, just like that. I sat there staring at the name. 
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I walked into the bathroom to throw some water on my face, just sure that I had lost it and was going to get locked in some hospital where I’d 

spend the rest of my days talking to the tooth fairy.   I walked past my bedroom door, and on my bed, was the dress, neatly folded, with the hat 

and gloves sitting on top of it.  When I left in the morning, the dress was still on the coffee table where it’d been since I brought it home.   

Somewhat still in shock, I sat back down at the computer.  It appeared that I’d been given a clue.  I typed in the name, Mary Sanders.  Imagine 

my surprise when a gazillion Mary Sanders came up on the screen.  I needed to narrow the list down considerably.  I took a wild stab at it and 

typed in Portland, Oregon along with the name Mary Sanders.  Still, too many.   If the dress belonged to this Mary Sanders, maybe it held a 

clue.  I looked at the dress and found that it had been painstakingly hand sewn.   It appeared to be intended as a wedding dress, possibly from 

the late 40’s, early 50’s. 
 

I thought I would give a genealogy site a try, just to see what came up.  There were three Mary Sanders that showed up in Portland in the 

years from 1940 to 1960. After a little digging, I found, that one was born in 1957, one died at the age of 63 in 1954, and another one that was 

listed as missing, body never found in 1952.  A little more digging and I learned that the last Mary Sanders was 24 years old at the time she 

was found to be missing.  I came across a newspaper article that reported the story. “Mary Anne Sanders, of 115 West Broad St. has been 

reported missing by the Portland Police Department.  Miss Sanders was last seen at her place of employment, the Corner Market, where she 

worked as a store cashier, on Feb. 13 and has not been seen since. The police are conducting an investigation into the young woman’s 

disappearance.” A picture of the woman was included in the article.  Bingo!  This was the very woman in my dreams.  Now there appeared to 

be a tie between the Corner Market, Mary Sanders, and the dress.  I just had to find out what the connection was. 
 

I tried to sleep, but I kept seeing Mary Sander’s face, sad and alone.  Maybe she was trying to tell me something.  But what was it and why 

me? 
 

I woke up the next morning and went into the bathroom to get ready for work.  I bent down to spit out the toothpaste and as I straightened up, 

instead of my face in the mirror, I saw Mary’s face and behind her were the images of two men wearing white aprons.  And, then, they were 

gone and it was me in the mirror with toothpaste still on my face. 
 

I went into work barely able to concentrate.  Things were slow so I asked if I could leave a little early.  By this time, I was really needing some 

chocolate and I still had not gotten my ice cream, so I pulled into Keller’s for the Moosetracks I so delightfully threw all over the floor a couple 

of days ago when Mary Sanders made her first appearance.  I was standing in line to pay for my ice cream when I happened to look over at 

the customer service counter. Behind the counter on the wall, were several pictures of the original store, the Corner Market.  I couldn’t make 

out any of  the people in the pictures.  I was next in line to the register. The cashier, a woman of generous size and a tad too much makeup, 

was waiting for me when I decided I had to see who the people in the photos  were. I grabbed the Moosetracks and ran out of l ine, all eyes 

turning to watch me.  I stood in front of the customer service counter staring at the pictures on the wall.  A tall, skinny man behind the counter 

seemed to be a little perplexed that I was standing there. “Can I help you with something”, he asked.  “Could I please step behind the counter 

to look at those photos a little closer?” I answered.   The skinny man was really perplexed now, but he allowed me to go behind the counter.   

There were several photos of the Corner Market in its’ prime  showing scenes of the meat counter, the cash registers, the ais les of canned 

goods, and a few of its’ employees.  In the photo at the center, was a group of people standing by a cash register.  My jaw must’ve dropped 

three feet!  In the photo was Mary Sanders and standing behind her were two men wearing white aprons.  “Do you know who these  people are 

in this photo?” I asked Mr. Smiley Face.  “I don’t know who that man is,” he said pointing to the man on the left of Mary, “or the woman, but the 

man on the right is George Keller.”  “Holy crap on a cracker,” I exclaimed.  “Thanks for the help.” I practically ran out of the store.  It wasn’t 
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until after I got out of the parking lot that I realized that I left my ice cream on the customer service counter.  I am never going to get my Moosetracks ice cream. 
 

I felt like I was going to jump right out of my skin.   I was close to something but had no idea of what I was close to.  I drove around for at least 

an hour just thinking.  What do I do now?  I was confused and tired.  I drove home. 
 

I still had one other person to identify, the man that stood to the left of Mary in the photo.  The dress.  The dress seemed to be the common 

thread.  I had to contact the man who brought the dress to Ed’s thrift shop. 
 

I sat down at the computer and typed an email to the address Ed gave me.  “Dear Sir, I recently purchased a dress, hat, and g loves from the 

Second Street thrift shop.  I was told that the dress came from the home of your deceased uncle.  Might I ask what his name was?  I know this 

sounds strange, but I think I may know who the dress belonged to and I think something bad may have happened to her.  I thank you for your 

time and hope to hear from you.”  Oh yeah, I’m a whackadoo! 
 

I washed the dishes, checked my email, did 3 loads of laundry, checked my email, walked around the block (three times), and checked my 

email.  Nothing.  What was I expecting?  Did I really think I would get a reply?   
 

I sat down, watched an old episode of Emergency ( I had a thing for Johnny Gage, big time).  I turned off the tv and was going to go to bed 

and decided to check my email one more time.  I think I quit breathing for a few seconds because there on the screen, was a reply to my 

email.  I was almost afraid to read it.  “Hello, my name is Michael Harmond and I am the one who took the dress to the thrift shop.  I would 

very much like to know who the dress belonged to and if there is something I can do to help, please let me know.  My uncles’ name was 

William Harmond.   Would you consider meeting me for coffee?  I have some things I’d like to talk to you about.   My cell phone no. is 676- 

555-6732 if you have any questions or would like to take me up on the offer of coffee.  I promise you I’m not a psycho killer.”   
 

Okay, I wasn’t really expecting that, but this was great.  Do I call or what?  I called!  “Hi Mr. Harmond, this is Annie Miller, I’m the one with the 

dress”, I blurted out.  “Well, that was quick,” he laughed. Kind of a sexy laugh, I might add. “Please, just Michael.  I’m glad you called.  I’ve got 

a few questions of my own”, he said, how about that coffee?  Would you consider tomorrow at around 6:30 at Denny’s on Third St.?” he 

asked.  “Okay, that would be fine”, I answered.  What in the world was I thinking?  “I will see you then.”  I ended the call, staring at the phone.  

I’m crying at nothing, I have ghosts in my bathroom, and now, I’m about to meet with a total stranger to talk about a dress that moves and 

folds itself.  I have gone completely bananas! 
 

I went to work, trying really hard to keep my mind on the things I needed to be doing, but it was a lost battle.  After work, I drove home to get 

ready for, well, whatever was going to happen.  There weren’t any faces in the mirror this time, thank goodness.  Four people  in my bathroom 

was three too many.  I went into my bedroom to change.  The dress, hat, and gloves were on the dresser where I had put them the night 

before.  But, instead of the ivory colored lace, there was a bright red stain on the dress.  I picked up the dress and the stain disappeared.  And 

then, as if someone had just stabbed me in the chest, I doubled over in the worst pain I have ever felt in my life.  The pain subsided and I felt 

fine again, but I was shaking like a leaf.  I think I know what happened to Mary and now I had to figure out how and why. 
  

I walked into Denny’s, not sure of what to expect and still shaken over this latest episode.  I didn’t even know what this man looked like.  There 

were two men sitting at the counter and a man sitting alone at a table.  I know I’m a horrible person for thinking it, but I was really hoping that 

this wasn’t the man on the phone.  He was middle aged, balding, and had what some would consider a beer belly.  He didn’t look up from his 

menu, so I walked on past.  Towards the back, was another man sitting alone.  Much better, in fact, drop dead gorgeous!  He stood up and 
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offered me a chair.  “Hi, Annie,” ( again, with the sexy voice).  If I’m going to go crazy, I might as well do it in good company.  “Thank you for 

coming,” he said. 
  

Instead of just coffee, we opted to have dinner.  While we waited for our food to come, we exchanged the usual pleasantries; do you see 

ghosts, are faces floating around in your bathroom, you know, the usual.  “I haven’t seen any spirits, but, what I did find, was a set of wedding 

rings in my uncle’s things.  I didn’t think anything of it at the time; I just assumed that they were my grandparent’s.   They were tucked away in 

a little box in his dresser.  I took them to my place and put them in my safe.  The next day, they were sitting on my dresser and the safe was 

still locked.  That’s not all.  In my uncle’s living room, on the fireplace mantle, was a picture of him with a woman and a man.  The man was 

George Keller, the owner of Keller’s Food Mart.  I thought the woman was his wife, but he didn’t marry until several years later.” Michael told 

me.  “Was she a pretty dark haired girl in her 20’s,” I asked.  “Yes, a very pretty girl.”  “That’s Mary Sanders,” I said.   She worked in the 

Corner Market with your uncle and George Keller when they were carryout boys for the store.  I think she might be the one who made the 

dress.  I think your uncle and Mary were romantically involved and possibly planning to marry,” I said.  Things were starting  to come together.  

“Okay then,” Michael asked, “what happened to Mary.”  That’s what we’re going to find out, that is, if you’re willing to help me,” I answered.  

“Of course,” Michael said.  Lordy, his voice would melt butter! 
 

As luck would have it, Michael and I both had the next day off.  Well, actually, he had the day off; I kind of asked to have it off.  We wanted to 

see where George Keller worked into this ever changing scenario so we went to the corporate offices of the Keller food chain and asked to 

see Mr. Keller.  The receptionist was less than cooperative.  “Mr. Keller is completely booked with appointments this afternoon.  Perhaps you 

could make an appointment for tomorrow,” the woman said, her strawberry blond hair piled up in a somewhat lopsided do.  Before I could say 

a word, Michael flashed a badge.  “I’m sorry, but that’s not going to work at all.  We’re here conducting an official investigation.”  Well, that was 

a surprise!  I didn’t ask and he didn’t tell.  “Okay, I fibbed a little,” he said looking a little embarrassed when the recep tionist walked away.  “If it 

works, I’ll get over it,” I replied.  “Sorry, I didn’t mention that I was a cop, guess it just didn’t come up.”  “Well, if you get hurt, I can take care of 

that; I’m a nurse,” I said, laughing.  Just then, the receptionist came back out to her desk.  “Mr. Keller has a few minutes to see you, but please 

be brief,” she retorted.   
  

Behind a massive oak, desk sat George Keller.  A rather tall, stocky man with a full head of beautiful white hair, Mr. Keller was an impressive 

image.  “What can I do to help the Portland police department?” he said.  “I am Detective Harmond (ewwww , a detective, no less)and this is 

Miss Miller.  We’re checking up on a cold case that involved an acquaintance of yours’, a Miss Mary Sanders,” Michael said.  “Mary Sanders, 

oh yes, we were fellow employees many, many years ago.  She was found missing, right?” Mr. Keller asked.  “Yes, and we have new 

evidence that foul play may have occurred.”  “Was her body found then?” Mr. Keller asked, looking like the blood in his face had suddenly 

drained.  “I don’t know what I would be able to help you with.  Mary was a very good friend in those days, but after she disappeared, I went on 

with my life, he said.”  “Maybe you knew my uncle, Bill Harmond?” Michael asked.  “Why, yes, I knew Bill.  We were all good friends.  I heard 

he had passed away just recently, my condolences,” the words just oozed of fictitious sympathy.  “Is this a personal matter as well?”  Mr. 

Keller went on.  “I have an interest in it,” Michael said.  “By all means, if there is anything else I can help you with, please be sure to call my 

office and Denise will set up an appointment.  I’m really quite sorry that there isn’t any more that I can do for you today; I have a very busy 

schedule.”  “Yes, so we were told.  Thank you for your time,” Michael replied.  
  

“Well, what do you think?” I asked Michael when we got outside.  “I don’t think he’s telling us everything,” Michael answered .  “If it’s okay with 

you, I’d like to run downtown and do some checking.  Can I pick you up around 6, then, I’ll be able to tell you what I came up with?”  “Yeah,  
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that would be fine,” I said.  Michael dropped me off at my house and headed to the station.  I was almost certain that George  Keller was 

involved with Mary’s disappearance somehow and I was determined to find out just what that involvement was.   
 

I curled up on the couch, hoping to give my brain a rest.  I must have dozed off because the next thing I saw was the back room of the Corner 

Market.  Standing there, was Mary Sanders and George Keller and they were arguing.  “I’m sorry George, but Bill and I are getting married.  I 

just don’t feel for you the way you want me to.  I love Bill and there’s nothing that will change that.  We’re going to the justice of the peace 

today,” Mary said.  “Bill can’t give you what I can.  You’re both fools,” Keller screamed.  He then turned and walked away.  Mary was crying, 

just as I had seen her in my dreams before.  Bill Harmond walked in.  He took Mary’s face in his hands, “It’ll be okay, sweetheart,” he told her.  

She smiled and said,” I’m going home to get ready.  It may just be the justice of the peace, but I want to be beautiful for you.”  “You already 

are.  I will meet you there at 2:00, don’t be late,” Bill said and he walked out of the room.   
 

I felt like I was wide awake, but I couldn’t possibly be, mainly because I was walking alongside of Mary down the street.  She didn’t say 

anything.  I was there, but I wasn’t.  We walked about a block and a half, when she turned and ran up a flight of stairs into  an apartment 

building.  She took a set of keys out of her purse and unlocked the door to apartment 102 and went in.  I followed her, but she took no notice 

to me being there.  The apartment was small, but nicely decorated for the time.  It was after all, 1952.  I don’t imagine IKEA was right around 

the corner.  Mary walked into the bedroom.  I felt like some kind of stalker at this point.  I walked in behind her.  On the bed, was the dress 

neatly folded with the gloves and hat on top, just like they had been on my bed.  Mary started to go into the bathroom when someone knocked 

on the door.  When she answered it, George Keller was standing in the doorway holding something.  I couldn’t tell what it was .   He shoved his 

way inside.  He slammed the door shut and grabbed Mary by the arm.  “You’re hurting me,” Mary cried.  “If I can’t have you, Harmond won’t 

either,” he said, his face contorted with rage.  “Please, George,” Mary pleaded.  I swung at him with all my might, but my arms were flailing at 

air.  I was the ghost now! 
 

The blade of a butcher knife flashed in the sunlight streaming through a window in the living room.  Mary screamed the most terrifying scream 

I have ever heard.  George Keller plunged the knife into Mary’s chest.  She stood for a few seconds with a look of pure horror.   Reaching out 

to grab George, Mary scratched at his arms as she fell to the ground.   A bright red stain began to appear on Mary’s dress.  Her eyes bright 

with fear slowly began to dim as the life drained out of her body and all that remained was a cold stare.  
 

I have never felt so helpless.  All I could do was watch as the whole scene unfolded before my eyes.  I could feel Mary’s pain all over again 

and I began to sob uncontrollably.   And, then, I woke up.  The sound of music and croaking frogs was playing in my pocket and I reached for 

my cell phone.  It took me a few seconds to answer; I couldn’t shake the images in my head.  Wet tears were running down my face.  I could 

barely speak, but the words managed to come out.  “Hello,” I almost whispered.  “Annie, are you alright? “ Michael asked.  “Yea, I just had a 

bad dream,” I answered.  I didn’t want to tell Michael about my dream just yet.  Just hearing his voice, though, made me feel  better.  “I’m really 

sorry, but I have some other work to do here, can I give you a call later?”  “Sure, that’s okay,” I said.  “I did find out something interesting,” 

Michael went on.  “The rental agreement for my uncle’s apartment was signed by him and Mary Sanders.  In the agreement, Mary was to live 

there until Feb. 13 and then on Feb. 14, my uncle was to move in too.  Seems they were planning a Valentine’s Day nuptials.  I also found a 

marriage license in some papers my uncle kept in a safety security box at his bank.”  A folded up Feb. calendar with the 14 th circled and the 

words justice of the peace written on it was with the license and another set of keys to the apartment,” Michael said.  “I kept the rent up on the 

apartment until I could get things cleared up after my uncle passed away.  Maybe we should take a closer look around,” he said.  “How would 
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you feel about me going to your uncle’s apartment now?” I asked.  I was still uneasy about the dream I had, but I needed to see the apartment 

for myself.  George Keller was a murderer and somehow, I had to prove it. 
 

Michael consented to me going to his uncle’s apartment.  I drove to the police station where he gave me the keys and directions to get there.  

“Are you sure you’re okay?” he asked, looking concerned.  “Yes, I’m fine,” I answered.  “I just really need to find out what happened to Mary 

Sanders.” 
 

The apartment was just a few blocks away from where the Corner Market once stood many years ago.  I recognized it as soon as I saw it.  

The stairs looked just as they did when I followed Mary in my dream. I went in the front door and down the hallway to apartment 102 and 

unlocked the door.  As soon as I walked in, everything in my dream came rushing back to me and I started to cry.  “Mary, you have to tell me 

what to do.  I have to find some kind of proof of what George Keller did to you,” I said aloud.  I stood there for several minutes wondering what 

to do next.  Out of the corner of my eye, something moved.  A shape began to materialize; it was Mary.  I couldn’t make out definite features, 

but I knew it was her.  She was pointing to the picture of her, Bill Harmond, and George Keller at the Corner Market.  “I know what George 

Keller did to you,” I said.  The shape still appeared to be pointing.  “What is it you’re trying to tell me?  Is it the store you want me to see?”  The 

shape seemed to shimmer.  “Okay Mary,” I said.  
 

I left the apartment and walked the two blocks to where the Corner Market used to be.  The building was still intact, but everything had been 

boarded up for years.  My instincts told me that this was not a good idea, but I was looking for a way into the building.  I found a basement 

window that was broken and with a little help, it became big enough for me to climb through.  Luckily, I always carry a small flashlight in my 

purse.  Dumb, dumb, dumb, dumb, dumb!   
 

It was still daylight, but inside the building, it was very dark.  I switched on the flashlight.  The basement was still full  of old shelves and display 

counters, rusted cash registers, and broken freezers.  “Okay, Mary, show me.”  The shape appeared once again, this time, it took on more 

detail and I could see the pretty girl that Mary had been in life.  She was pointing at something in the far rear corner of the basement.  There in 

the corner, was an old chest freezer with a padlock on the lid.  I looked around for something to break the lock and found a rusted hammer 

with some other tools on a table.  I banged on the lock with everything I had.  It took three good knocks before it finally gave way.  I was afraid 

to open it because I already had an idea of what I was going to find.  And, I was right!  Inside the freezer was the mummified body of Mary 

Sanders, partially wrapped in a blanket.  The dry conditions in the basement had kept her body from completely decomposing.  I didn’t know 

whether to scream, cry, or run.  “I’m so sorry, Mary,” I said.  I closed the lid and crawled back out of the window and ran to my car. 
 

I called Michael and told him what I had found.  “What in the world were you doing there?” he asked, clearly not happy with my decision to 

break into an abandoned building on my own. ”You know, I could have you arrested and that’s what I should do.  That was a rea lly stupid thing 

to do, “Michael went on.  “Yes, I realize it wasn’t too smart, but I found Mary and that’s what’s important.  I had to find her, Michael,” I told him.  

“We won’t go into how you found her right now, but you can count on me asking at some point.  The question is, what do we do now?” Michael 

asked.  “I have an idea.  You probably won’t like it.  George Keller murdered Mary; I will explain how I know that  later, but we have to make a 

call to him.  We’re going to draw him out so that he’s held accountable for Mary’s death. I replied.  All the words came out in a rush.  Michael 

stood staring at me; not a,  boy, are you crazy kind of look, but a soft, concerned look that really touched me.  “Okay, crazy lady, let’s do it,” he 

said.  “If we’re going to do this, though, we’re going to do it right.  I need to get a search warrant and we’re going to set up surveillance. The 

judge will love this one,” Michael said looking a little dubious. 
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I don’t know how he did it, but Michael was issued a search warrant.  Now to make the call.  I had to sound convincing, otherwise, this wasn’t 

going to work.  I was nervous and my voice was quaking when I typed in George Keller’s phone number.  The receptionist answered and 

asked who was calling.  “This is Annie Miller.  I need to speak with Mr. Keller, please.”  Just one moment,” she replied.  “Hello, this is George 

Keller, how can I help you?”  “Hello, Mr. Keller, this is Annie Miller.  Detective Harmond and I were in to see you the other day concerning the 

disappearance of Mary Sanders,” I said still shaking.  “Oh yes, what can I do for you, Miss Miller?” he asked.  Did I detect a little anxiety in his 

voice?  “I wanted to let you know that we may have actually found Mary Sander’s body.  You seemed so concerned before, I thought you 

should know,” I said, trying to sound calm when all I wanted to do was scream.  “Thank you very much.  That does put my mind to rest.  Can I 

ask where you found the body?” He asked, obviously shaken.  “We were given a tip from a homeless man.  We are checking it out  in just a bit, 

but we have to see the judge first for a search warrant.  As soon as we know more, I will let you know,”  I told him, feeling like he had taken the 

bait.  I was really hoping he would take it all, hook, line, and sinker. 
 

“Well, how did it go,” Michael asked.  “I think he took it,” I answered.  In the meantime, Michael had assembled a team of officers to set up 

surveillance cameras and audio equipment in the abandoned Corner Market basement.  Now, it was just a matter of hurry up and wait. 

We headed to the building and waited in an unmarked car about a half a block away, far enough away not to draw suspicion, but close enough 

to see who was coming.  It didn’t take long.  Within an hour, a dark sedan drove by and into the alleyway behind the old Corner Market.  Once 

we were sure George Keller was in the building, we got out of the car and quickly walked to the building.  “You need to stay put,” Michael 

quietly told me.  “Not a chance, bucko,” I replied.  “You really are a hardhead,” he said.  “Just stay behind me.”   
 

A heavy steel door was partially opened and the light from a flashlight lit up the pitch black room.  Standing by the once padlocked freezer was 

George Keller, tycoon and murderer.  He placed a handkerchief over his mouth and nose and opened the lid to the freezer and peered in.  

Something made him turn away.  A shimmering light in the corner began to take shape and the apparition of Mary Sanders appeared.  “I had 

to do it, Mary,” George Keller cried.  “I couldn’t let Bill take you away.  I loved you too, Mary.  I had to kill you, to save you from a terrible life.  I 

could’ve given you the world, Mary, but you didn’t want it from me,” Keller pleaded.  And then, blinding white lights flooded the basement.  

“Thank you Mr. Keller, that should do nicely,” Michael said with a pleased look on his face.  “What is this,” George Keller asked loudly, his 

voice booming in the cavernous basement. “George Keller, you are under arrest for the murder of Mary Elizabeth Sanders,” Michael 

answered.  “Officer Sanchez, would you please read Mr. Sanders his rights and place him under arrest.”  “No problem,” Officer Sanchez 

replied.  George Keller, even for his large size, looked pale and shaken.  “You don’t really have anything on me, you can’t prove I did it,” he 

said.  “Oh but we do, Mr. Keller,” Michael exclaimed, “and we can prove it.”  Officer Sanchez led Keller away.  Once he was p laced in the car 

and taken downtown to be booked, the forensics team came in and went to work.  The freezer containing the body of Mary Sanders was 

loaded into a truck and taken to the lab.  Feeling completely drained emotionally, I started to cry.  Michael held me as I cried like a baby.  “It’s 

over and because of you, Mary will be laid to rest and hopefully find some peace,” Michael consoled me.   
 

Michael drove me home.  Once there, in my warm little comfort zone, I told Michael how I knew about George Keller and what he had done to 

Mary.  “I believe you, Annie, as crazy as it all sounds, I believe you,” he said.  “I’ve seen some pretty crazy things in the  last couple of weeks 

myself.”  “Now it’ll be up to forensics and the lab to put it all together and put George Keller where he belongs. “ So much for his empire,” I 

said.   
 

In the months that followed, the murder trial of George Keller was highlighted on every social media form in the country.  Tycoon,  
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philanthropist, liar, and now convicted murderer, George Keller would be spending the rest of his life behind bars.  The final blow, was the skin 

found under Mary’s fingernails where she had scratched George Keller when she fell to the floor after he stabbed her.  The dna sample 

matched Keller’s perfectly.  The video taken in the basement revealed nothing more than Keller talking to thin air, no shimmering lights or 

ghostly shapes, just a crazed man admitting to a terrible crime. 
 

Mary’s  body was placed next to Bill Harmond on a beautiful green hillside.  I go there sometimes and just sit and talk to Mary and Bill.  They 

never answer, but that’s okay, because I know that they’re finally together and happy.   
 

Michael and I have become very close.  Okay, we’re more than close.  I believe he is my soul mate, just like Bill was to Mary.  And, he buys 

me Moosetrack ice cream.  

 

 

 

Kathy Covey, Director of the Eastern Oregon team of the International Paranormal Reporting Group, has had an interest in the paranormal for 

many years. "My family did a lot of traveling to places like Gettysburg, several ghost towns, countless cemeteries, and historic locations all 

over the country.  The interest in the paranormal just came naturally."  

Bumps in the Night!!! Rewind 

Paranormal U 

Friday the 13th  

by Tom Dziekan, formerly with TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

from April 2012 Issue 

Friday the 13th will occur this month and is said to be the most unlucky day of the year.  It can occur anywhere from one to three times a year 

and on average happens once every 212 days. But do you know why this day is so unlucky and is there any truth to it?  What do you do on 

Friday the 13th?  Treat it like any other day or stay home and lock your doors?  Frankly, I don’t think I ever seriously contemplated how Fr iday 

the 13th came to be.   
 

A little bit of research uncovered that there is not much substance to Friday the 13 th.  No one really knows the origin but it’s thought it has to do 

with the combination of 2 superstitions, that Friday is an unlucky day and 13 is an unlucky number.   
  

Friday: 

• According to Catholic tradition this is the day when Eve tempted Adam with the forbidden fruit, Abel was killed by Cain and Jesus Christ was 

crucified 

• In maritime history the most popular sailing superstition is that it’s unlucky to begin a voyage on a Friday 
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• Black Friday refers to any one of several historical disasters that happened on Fridays 

• In England it is said that a Friday moon brings foul weather 
  

The Number 13: 

• 13 is said to be unlucky because it follows the number 12, which is considered a complete number (e.g. 12 months in a year, 12 signs of the 

zodiac, 12 gods of Olympus, 12 apostles of Jesus, 12 tribes of Israel, 12 labors of Hercules, and 12 days of Christmas) 

• There are no cars with the number 13 in Formula 1 racing 

• In Paris, superstitious diners can hire a quatorzieme which is a professional 14th guest. 

• In Italy, houses between numbers 12 and 14 are addressed as 12.5 

• The 13th Tarot Card is the Death Card and depicts the Grim Reaper 

• There are 13 steps leading to the gallows, 13 knots in a hangman's noose, and 13 feet which the guillotine blade falls. 

• Infamous murderers Charles Manson, Harold Shipman, Frederick West, Saddam Hussein, Jeffrey Dahmer, John Wayne Gacy, Theodore 

Bundy, and Jack the Ripper each have 13 letters in their names. 

• Many buildings do not have a 13th floor, many hospitals do not have rooms with the number 13, and many airports do not have a 13 th 

terminal. 
  

Friday the 13th  

These above two superstitions go as far back as biblical times but there has been no direct link between the two prior to the 19th century.  The 

earliest evidence connecting Friday and the number 13 is from the biography of Italian composer Gioachino Rossini.  In the book, The Life of 

Rossini, it says: "[Rossini] was surrounded to the last by admiring and affectionate friends; and if it be true that, like so many other Italians, he 

regarded Friday as an unlucky day, and thirteen as an unlucky number, it is remarkable that on Friday, the 13th of November, he died." 

I believe that pop culture has popularized Friday the 13th.  Some contributing factors include the “Friday the 13th” movie series that was first 

released in 1980 and grossed nearly 40 million dollars.   Also, it turns out the connection between the Knights Templar and Friday the 13th was actually 

popularized by the 2003 novel, the Da Vinci Code.  On Oct. 13, 1307, King Philip IV of France raided the homes of the Knights Templar, imprisoned them on 

charges of illegal activities. None of the charges were proven, but hundreds were tortured in order to force confessions, and more than a hundred died.  

Jacques de Molay, the last known Grand Master of the Knights Templar was burned at the stake on Friday, March 13, 1314. 
 

Fear of Friday the 13th is called friggatriskaidekaphobia and is the most popular superstition in the US.  It is speculated that 17-21 million Americans suffer 

from this fear and it costs the country a billion dollars a year in absenteeism and reduced commerce.  There is no solid evidence that more tragedies or 

accidents occur more on Friday the 13th than any other Friday.   Understandably, it is said that accidents are more common on Fridays because Friday is 

typically the end of the work week and people are hurrying to get home from work or out celebrating.  

There are numerous events tied to Friday the 13th but any person would be able to list equally as tragic events that occurred on any other day.   
 

Some popular events that are tied to Friday the 13th include the following: 

• Tupac Shakur was shot and killed in Las Vegas on Friday, Sept. 13, 1996 

• On 13 October, 1989, the Dow Jones experienced the second largest drop in history. This event was later nicknamed the ‘Friday the 13th mini crash’. 

• A plane carrying 45 rugby team members and other passengers crashed in the Andes Mountains on Friday 13 October, 1972.  Sixteen of the group survived 

for 72 days before being discovered and resulted to acts of cannibalism in order to stay alive. 

• Al Capone was sentenced to prison on a Friday the 13th. 

• Butch Cassidy, notorious American train and bank robber, was born on Friday, April 13, 1866.  
 

I think it’s safe to say that Friday the 13th is nothing more than a myth.   I would suggest that you treat this Friday the 13th like any other normal day. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Course: Paranormal 101 

Sep11 at 7P - Cary Area Public Library 
 

Course: Paranormal 102 

Oct 16 at 7P - Glen Ellyn Public Library 

Oct 30 at 7P - Lockport Public Library 

Nov 7 at 7P - Crete Park District 

 

Course: Paranormal 103 

Sep 18 at 7P – Lemont Public Library 

Nov 15 at 2PM - Antioch Public Library 

 

Course: Paranormal 104 

Oct 23 at 7P - Franklin Park Public Library 

 

Course: Paranormal 105 

Aug 21  at 7P – Glendale Heights Public Library 

Aug 28 at 7P – Aurora Public Library 

Sep12 at 7P - Frankfort Park District 

Oct 9 at 7P - Cary Area Public Library 

Oct 12 at 2PM – Bartlett Public Library 

Oct 25 at 1P - New Lenox Public Library 

Nov 8 at 1P – Crest Hill Public Library 

 

Investigate with TnT Paranormal Event:  (fee associated with event) 

August 2 at Arlington Heights Historical Museum ; see 

information below (10/25 event) 

 

October 25 at Arlington Heights Historical Museum (to 

learn more go to our website Investigate Beverage 

Factory Page or see ad on Page 12) 

 

Fundraiser:  Heartland Animal Shelter in Northbrook:   

Oct 11 at 5PM.  More details to follow. 

 

 

Unless otherwise noted all of the above events are FREE to the 

public.  We are adding new events all the time, so please keep 

checking the updated list on our website Events Page. 

Other Upcoming  

Paranormal Events 

Disclaimer:   If it has to do with the paranormal and crowds we'll list 

it here. This list includes Ghost, UFO, and Cryptozoology 

conferences.   We are not associated in any way with any event 

listed and we cannot guarantee any information provided, please 

check with the representing website (and call the promoter if 

possible) to gather full information. 

 

 July 2014 

Event:   45th Annual MUFON Symposium 

Date(s):  17 to 20 

City, ST:  Philadelphia, PA 

Website:  http://www.mufonsymposium.org/  

 

Event:  The Awakening 2014 

Date(s):  18 to 20 

City, ST:  Las Vegas, NV 

Website:  http://www.eventbrite.com/e/4-real-encounters-intl-the-

awakening-2014-las-vegas-tickets-9290625511?aff=efbeve  

  

Event:  The Mid Ohio 

Date(s):  18 to 20 

City, ST:  Middleton, OH (Location:  Poasttown School) 

Website:  www.midohio.weebly.com  

  

Event:  3rd Annual Ocean State ParaCon 

Date(s):  July19 & 20 

City, ST: Harrisville, RI (Location: The Assembly Theater) 

Website:  

https://www.facebook.com/events/249196498605561/?ref_dashboar

d_filter=upcoming  

 

Event:  2014 PIA Conference 

Date(s):  25 to 27 

City, ST:  Sebring, FL 

Website:  http://www.paranormalinformationassociation.com/ 
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Other Upcoming Paranormal Events 
 

July 2014 (continued) 

Event:  Investigate with members of Syfy’s Ghost Hunters  

Date(s):  26 

City, ST:   Jefferson City, MO (Location: Missouri State 

Penitentiary) 

Website:  http://idealeventmanage.com/idealevents.html  

 

Event:  Investigate with John Zaffis and the Bama Boys 

Date(s):  26 

City, ST:   Manistee, MI  (Location: S.S. City of Milwaukee USCFC 

Acacia ) 

Website:  http://idealeventmanage.com/idealevents.html  

 

 

August 2014 

Event:   8th Annual Paranormal Meet & Greet (FREE EVENT) 

Date(s):  9 

City, ST:  Indianapolis, IN (Location:  Hannah House) 

Website: 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1382599212003655/?ref_dashbo

ard_filter=upcoming  

 

Event:  A Haunting at St Albans Sanatorium 

Date(s):  9 

City, ST:  Radford, VA (Location:  St Albans Sanatorium) 

Website: 

https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/events/591876794237293/  

 

Event:   Pensacola Para Con (Sci Fi, Anime, Gaming, Gaming 

Horror, etc.) 

Date(s):  9 and 10 

City, ST:  Pensacola, FL 

Website: http://www.pensacolaparacon.com/  

  

Event:   IPRG Ghost Conference 

Date(s):  15 to 17 

City, ST:  Boise, ID (Location: Luganbeel US Army Reserve Center) 

Website: http://www.iprgghostconference.com/  

 

August 2014 (continued) 

Event:  Con-Con 12 

Date(s):  23 and 24 

City, ST:   Villisca, Iowa  (Location:  The Villisca Murder House) 

Website:  http://spirits-speak.com/conferences-concon12.html  

  

Event:  The Las Vegas Paracon 

Date(s):  22 to 24 

City, ST:  Las Vegas, NV 

Website:  http://www.elitevegasparanormalsociety.com 

  

  

September 2014 

Event:  Ghostly Encounters Cruise 

Date(s): 6 to 11 

City, ST:  NJ to Bermuda 

Website:  http://www.cruise-planners.com/rw/view/3085  

 

Event: Scarefest Horror and Paranormal Convention 

Date(s): 13 to 15 

City, ST: Lexington, KY 

Website: http://scarefestcon.com/  

  

Event: Scare-a-Con Horror and Sci-Fi Fan Convention 

Date(s): 12 to 14 

City, ST: Verona, NY (Location:  Turning Stone Resort and 

Casino) 

Website: http://scareacon.com/  

  

Event:   Winnipeg Paracon 2014 

Date(s):  12 and 13 

City, ST:  Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

Website: http://www.paracon.ca/  

  

Event:   4th Annual "Preston Castle ParaCon 2014" 

Date(s):  19 to 21 

City, ST:  Ione, CA (Location:  Preston Castle) 

Website:  http://www.prestonparacon.com  
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Other Upcoming Paranormal Events 

September 2014 (continued) 

Event:   13th Annual Mothman Festival 

Date(s):  20 and 21 

City, ST:  Point Pleasant, WV 

Website:  http://www.mothmanfestival.com/  

  

Event:  Finger Lakes Paracon 

Date(s):  26 to 28 

City, ST:  Finger Lakes Region of Upstate New York 

Website:  http://www.flparacon.com/ 

 

 

October 2014 

Event:  Paradigm Symposium 

Date(s):  2 to 5 

City, ST:  Minneapolis, MN 

Website:  http://www.paradigmsymposium.com 

 

Event:  3rd Annual Illinois Paranormal Conference 

Date(s): 4th  

City, ST:  Rockford, IL 

Website:  http://www.hauntedrockford.com  

  

Event:  Australian Paranormal and Spiritual Expo 

Date(s):  4 

City, ST:  Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre, Australia 

Website:  

https://www.facebook.com/AustralianParanormalAndSpiritualExpo?r

ef=br_tf 

  

Event: Delta Paranormal Project Conference 2014 

Date(s): 3 to 5 

City, ST: Vicksburg, MS 

Website:  www.deltaparanormalproject.com  

 

Other Upcoming Paranormal Events 

 

October 2014 (continued) 

Event: 2014 Paranormal Conference  

Date(s): 9 to 11 

City, ST: Mahnomen, MN (Location:  Shooting Star Casino, Hotel 

and Event Center) 

Website: 

http://www.starcasino.com/home/entertainment/calendar/tabid/76/v

w/3/d/20141010/itemid/1175/PARACON.aspx  

  

Event:   2nd annual Little Traverse Bay (LTB) Parafest 

Date(s):  17 to 19 

City, ST:  Bayview, MI (Location:   The Terrace Inn) 

Website:  http://littletraversebayparafest.webs.com/  

 

Event:  Palos Paranormal Conference 

Date(s):  18 to 19 

City, ST:  Palos Hills, IL (Location:  Moraine Valley Community 

College)  

Website:  https://www.facebook.com/events/301532436673361  

 

 

November 2014 

Event:  2014 Afterlife Paranormal Conference & Film Festival 

Date(s):  21 to 23 

City, ST:  Chicago, IL 

Website:  http://afterlifeparanormal.com/  

Bumps in the Night!!!! 

Disclaimer 

Click here to see the disclaimer for Bumps in the Night!!!! 

This disclaimer governs the use of the Bumps in the Night!!!! 

newsletter.  By reading this newsletter, you accept this 

disclaimer in full. 
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Investigator Spotlight 

Rena McCormick 

Investigator 

Rena was born and raised in South Chicago Heights and 

currently resides in Steger with her 5 children. For five 

years, Rena worked as a vet-tech at an animal hospital and 

has also worked as an aide for mentally and physically 

disabled individuals. She is currently a caregiver/activities 

coordinator for the elderly with Alzheimer's and dementia at 

an adult daycare center. She enjoys reading, cooking, 

singing, chasing storms, painting and of course, 

investigating the paranormal. Rena has been fascinated by 

all things paranormal since she was very young. She is a 

believer, due in part to numerous experiences she has had 

throughout her life. 

Happy July 4th! 
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