
www.tntparanormal.com   We never charge a client for an investigation!  

Bumps in the Night!!!! 
February 2013 Issue 

Inside This Issue 

Paranormal “U” 

Famous Haunts 

Tools of the Trade 

Paranormal or Not? 

Paranormal Fiction 

TnT Paranormal Asks 

Upcoming Events 

 

At TnT Paranormal 

Investigators LLC our primary 

mission is to help the client 

with their paranormal 

concerns. We research the 

background of the property, 

gather data during an onsite 

investigation, review that data 

to determine if any paranormal 

data was captured, and 

provide the client with a report 

of our findings. We also use 

this time to educate our clients 

on the paranormal field and 

helping to ease their fears. 

  

We would love to assist you 

with your paranormal needs. If 

you would like to know more 

about our services, ask us 

questions, or to request an 

investigation please go to 

www.tntparanormal.com.  

TnT Paranormal Happenings 

The first month of 2013 has come and gone.  It seems like the older we get the faster time 

flies.   The days are getting colder and daylight is sticking around a little longer.  Before we 

know it spring will be here.   
 

Over the past month we have been working to secure a few locations for us to investigate for 

fun, hosted events, more programs for the Paranormal Presentation Series, and of course 

client investigations.   In 2013 we will be visiting some locations we have never been to 

before and returning to an old favorite.   Look for updates on this in the upcoming months. 

 

In 2013 the Paranormal Presentation Series, besides returning to some long standing 

locations, we have added some new locations to the list.  This year we will be at the 

Frankfort and Downers Grove Park Districts for the first time.  We are still working on other 

locations, so stay tuned for those updates. 

  

We have several “Investigate with TnT Paranormal” events coming up at Tinker Swiss 

Cottage and the Coronado Theatre in 2013. These are the perfect events for the novice 

paranormal investigator who wants to be able to investigate but may not have the means to 

do it otherwise.  Are you brave enough to come along with us and see if these locations are 

haunted?  If so, see page 12 or our website (http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm)  for 

details on how to attend. 

  

We have a lot of interesting articles in this months issue from EVPs vs DVP to Bell Witch 

Cave to Using a Barometric Pressure Gauge.   If you are a budding author, or even an 

experienced one and would love to have your article in our newsletter, please let us know. 

  

We are always on the lookout for new cases and places to investigate, so please keep us in 

mind if you hear of anything.  That’s all for this issue but not all, by any means, for us and 

what we are up to.  To learn more go to our website (www.tntparanormal.com), check us out 

on FaceBook (https://www.facebook.com/#!/home.php?sk=group_146712678732927&ap=1), 

or Twitter (@TnTParanormal). 

Happy Valentine’s Day 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm
http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm
http://www.tntparanormal.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
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EVPs vs DVP 

By Kerri Spillers, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

What is electronic voice phenomenon (EVP)?  An EVP occurs when you are using a recording device and actually capture a voice on the 

recorder that you did not hear in real time.  During a paranormal investigation, a digital recorder is considered a basic tool of the trade.  Hours 

upon hours are spent reviewing data, listening to these recordings for EVP’s or other noises that are out of place, or were not heard at the time 

of the investigation.  This is some of the most exciting data to come across as a paranormal investigator.  
 

Sometimes we hear voices or noises with our own ears that may not have been captured by recording equipment?  A voice that is heard with 

your own ears, of which you cannot find a source, is known as a direct voice phenomenon (DVP), or audio voice phenomenon (AVP).  This is 

what is better known as a disembodied voice.  For some reason, disembodied voices are much fainter on the audio recorders than the EVP’s.   

The reasons for this are unknown.   
 

EVP’s and DVP are both important in data review.  As always, the clarity of the EVP is important, and the results are subject to interpretation.  

Not all paranormal teams classify their EVP’s.  We at TnT Paranormal break our EVP’s down into three different classifications.  The 

classifications are as follows: 

Class A:  This type of EVP is loud, clear and of very high quality.  The voice is easily understandable and does not need enhancement 

or amplification.  Class A EVP’s are also often (but not always) in direct response to a question. 
 

Class B:  This is the most common type of EVP.  This type of EVP is of somewhat lower quality than a Class A EVP, but still very 

audible.  They often need some amount of enhancement or amplification to be heard clearer.  The voice may not be clear enough to be 

totally understood or there may be disagreement as to what it is saying.  Class B EVP’s are often not in direct response to a question.     
 

Class C:  This is the lowest quality EVP.  With a Class C EVP even the best enhancement and amplification may not be sufficient to 

make the voice audible or clear.  There may even be a debate as to whether or not an EVP is actually present. 

  

The history of EVP’s goes back to the year 1901.  It is reported that a US ethnologist named Waldemar Bogoras recorded voices on a 

phonograph.  Bogoras was reportedly visiting a Siberian shaman of the Tchouktchi tribe.  This shaman had performed a spirit conjuring ritual in 

which he put himself into a trance like state through beating on his drum.  During this ritual, Bogoras reportedly stayed in the corner and reported 

hearing (DVP/AVP) voices which he could not account for and seemed to be coming from all areas of the room.  The shaman reportedly stayed 

across the room and continued to beat his drum and chant.   
 

When Bogoras reviewed his phonograph recordings, he reported hearing voices other than that of himself or the shaman.  In addition to the 

unexplained voices, he reportedly could still hear the shaman in the background drumming and chanting which gave his proximity to the 

phonograph credibility.  The voices captured were also reportedly of a different quality and tone.  This is the first known documentation of EVP 

and DVP/AVP data.   
 

All EVP’s and DVP are important to the paranormal investigator for documentation purposes.  Whether one or the other is MORE 
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1)  Tell our readers a little bit about you and the role you serve in the field of the paranormal?  

My name is Paula Westbrook. I am one of the founders of Delta Paranormal Project.  I was also the founder of Southern Paranormal and  

Anomaly Research Society “SPARS”. We are a Mississippi based group, although we hold several chapters in the south. Chapters in GA, 

SC, and in AL. I also have organized a annual conference called also The Delta Paranormal Project. It’s a metaphysical, and paranormal 

conference. I started my walk in the paranormal when I was a young child, but have been a serious investigator since 1985. It’s always been 

my goal to take the para out of paranormal. My father was a engineer with NASA, so I grew up in a household where science was always 

first. But my father knew there was another realm and that sometimes that that other realm had a tendency to spill over into this one. I’ve 

always said the answers to the paranormal lie in our lack of knowledge in physics. 

 

2)  How long have you been interested in the paranormal and what sparked that interest?  

As I said previously as a child I had experienced the paranormal. I saw spirits and heard them as long as I can remember. As a child I was 

witness to a man in a black robe that seem to torment me once I accidentally saw him in the middle on the night on my way to the bathroom. 

I saw him at the end of the hall. It scared me to the point I ran into the bathroom and locked myself there until the following morning. I 

became afraid of my home at night especially in the wee ours of the morning because this seemed to be when this man would show up. One 

night I awoke to the sound of glass breaking and chains rattling. It was so loud it woke my father as well. We both came out of our rooms at 

the same time. Our little dog was with us as well. We walked through the house in fear someone was indeed in the house. We found no 

broken glass, and no logical explanation for the chains. I turned and I saw a shadow dart around the kitchen corner. I thought I was the only 

one to see this , but my little dog did as well! My dog ran after this shadow, and was growling and barking and seemed to be alerting on 

something that wasn’t there. The dog took off after what ever he was growling and barking at. My Dad and I followed , the dog ran into a 

guest bedroom. The dog started to dig under the bed. After that night the dog was obsessed with this room and this spot. Getting in there 

 

Continue to Page 4 

Continued from Page  2 

EVPs vs DVPs 

 

important is up to the investigator.  It is pretty awesome to hear something with your own ears and have it backed up with audio data.  It is 

equally awesome and a little bit creepy to hear something during data review that you definitely did NOT hear during the investigation.  Whether 

or not this is data of paranormal activity remains to be seen.  You can listen to some of our collected data at 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/audiodataevps.htm.  Be sure to give us your feedback and tell us what you think! 

  

 Sources: 

http://www.bibliotecapleyades.net/ciencia/ciencia_psycho09.htm 

http://paranormal.about.com/od/ghosthuntinggeninfo/a/Milhorns-Answers_5.htm 

 

Paranormal “U” 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/audiodataevps.htm
http://www.bibliotecapleyades.net/ciencia/ciencia_psycho09.htm
http://paranormal.about.com/od/ghosthuntinggeninfo/a/Milhorns-Answers_5.htm
http://paranormal.about.com/od/ghosthuntinggeninfo/a/Milhorns-Answers_5.htm
http://paranormal.about.com/od/ghosthuntinggeninfo/a/Milhorns-Answers_5.htm
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every chance he could. He had eventually dug all the way down to the cement , and had claw marks into the cement its self. It wasn’t  

too long after this that my Dad had also seen the black hooded figure. It was mixed emotions for me. Thank God someone else had seen it. I 

wasn’t insane, but at the same time it meant indeed something was in our house. This continued. My Dad started doing research on this 

house. In the 1800’s there had been a murder on this location, and the victim was found in the well. That well sat where our guest bedroom 

sit now.  The house we lived in was relatively new less than 5 years old but had 4 owners. Every one of those owners ended up in divorce. 

That house was the house we lived in when my parents also divorced. This house made people change, as a child I observed this. I was like 

the outsider looking in. I saw everything that was happening. My Mother’s mental illness taking over, and her practices that went to the 

extreme. She became heavily into Voodoo. As a child I became well versed in many aspects of the paranormal, and the dark sided and 

effects of it. I had no choice to be part of it , it was now part of my life. And once my parents moved after their divorce, once again, I realized I 

had a strange insight, because we moved into yet another haunted location. And thank God for my Grandmother, I talked to her. She helped 

me understand what I was experiencing, after all she was like me. And taught me how to cope and understand my mother’s religion and 

understand my gifts. Now it’s my turn to help others understand and cope. 
 

3)  What makes you and/or your team different from others in the field? 

Last year I merged with a friend of mine. We all had a like vision. Science first. We welcome people from all religions, and education 

backgrounds. We feel that all people have something to offer. We are a very diverse team.  So we adapted the structure of my group 

SPARS, and have started building a network of groups. Our goal is to educate our clients in how the paranormal is indeed part of our 

everyday world. And how to encompass it in our lives and take the fear out of it. 

 

4)  What do you believe is the most common mistake paranormal investigators make? How can they correct that mistake? 

The most common mistake I see with groups is they lose focus. Are you in this for the right reasons? I see so many people more focused on 

being famous. If you do good work you’ll be recognized. The thing about this field is that those that do good work will be in this field in 10 

years even when this interest of the paranormal is over. Where will you be? Understand we must not allow our cultures and our myths to 

take over investigations. Although there are some very gifted people I feel most people in this field are ready to believe that they have gifts 

and believe anyone who says they do. It’s not like that. Those of you that have gifts tend not to be so open about it. It’s not like a hat you go 

out and buy at the mall. This is a burden for many. These people have had a hard time with dealing with their gifts, and tend to be very 

introverted. As for the Facebook demonologists , please these people are fake. I only know a handful of folks in this country that are truly 

demonologist, and none of them hang out on Facebook . Demonology is not something you wake up one day and decide to do. True 

demonologist study for years within the church, and usually have degrees in Theology and Psychiatry or some mental health background.  

 

5)  In your career in the paranormal have you ever had someone bring up a phenomenon or unusual experience that you had never 

heard of before? 

I run across new things all the time. Although I have experienced a lot. And I 9 times out of 10 probably have experienced whatever it is you 

are experiencing. There are  still things I’m  learning, and I’m still experiencing things for the first time. They day I know everything is the dayI 

need to leave the paranormal circles because at that point I have obviously stopped learning and I am of no use to anyone. 

 

Continue to Page 5 
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6) Any advice for a new investigator getting into the field of the paranormal? 

My advise to folks just coming into the field is find an experienced investigator and learn from them. Open your mind and throw out your 

pride and your ego. Your not going to learn everything you need to know about the field by watching TV a couple hours a week. And please 

don’t fall prey to the latest greatest pieces of equipment. Understand your science and you’ll find things all around you that will help you 

achieve the same results. I get a lot of flack over the use of my applied technology techniques. But I can build a EMF detector for under 10 

bucks , while you’re out spending 50 on yours. What makes yours better? Because the group selling it to you says so? Or just because you 

see it on TV so it has to work better? Nonsense.  Be smart don’t fall prey to those that have used this field to achieve fame and to make 

money off folks that don’t understand what they are doing.  
 

7) What do you believe is the best tool a paranormal investigator can use during an investigation? 

The best tool for a investigator is themselves. Educate yourself and you’ll be the best tool in that box. 

 

8) What is your favorite place/location to investigate?  

My favorite places to investigate aren’t even on the grid. I’m not interested in being the one thousandth individual to go into a location. The 

best places are the ones no one has done. The forgotten battlefields the forgotten communities. Tragedy, happiness and life and loss has 

happened everywhere. Do some research on your area you might be surprised. 

 

9)  Have you ever had a paranormal experience that “changed” you in some way? Either for the positive or the negative. 

The paranormal took away my innocent view of the world at a early age. Every time I have a true experience it impacts me and gives me just 

a little more insight. 

 

10) How can our readers contact you to learn more about you and the work you do in the field of the paranormal?   

If you’d like to talk to me more about my views you can contact me at paula@deltaparanormalproject.com.  And I’m on Facebook: Paula 

Gardner Westbrook.   To learn more about the Delta Paranormal Project go to their website,  http://www.deltaparanormalproject.com/ , or on 

Facebook at:  https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/277159609010063/?fref=ts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We at TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC want to thank Paula Westbrook for the interview.   We are honored to call her 

our friend. 

TnT Paranormal Asks Paula Westbrook 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
mailto:paula@deltaparanormalproject.com
http://www.deltaparanormalproject.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
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Sneak Peek 

In the next issue of Bumps in the Night!!!: 

• Paranormal “U” - Ambient vs Surface Temps 

• Famous Haunts – The Queen Mary 

• Tools of the Trade –  EXIF data on digital 

pictures 

We have TnT Paranormal t-shirts.  Place 

your order today at: 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webs

tore/  

From the Paranormal Store 

Piercing the Veils of Death: A Paranormal Exploration  

Piercing the Veils of Death: A Paranormal Exploration sets out to journey through several realms of the 

hereafter. Have you ever wondered what it would be like to pass through this life and have cognitive recall? 

To know where you are and who is in the room with you? Follow Stephen Allendale in the Apologue as he 

travels this very path clinging to his life long love, his wife Tracy. This fascinating book appeals to both the 

lover of fiction and nonfiction. Three sections are ingeniously dedicated to fictionalized tales, quasi-memoirs 

and research, and interviews with Twentieth Century paranormal investigators, scientist, psychics, and 

celebrities in the paranormal and metaphysical community.  

 

Chapter 13 features an interview of TnT Paranormal’s own Melissa and Tracey Tanner.  As well as interviews 

of other local paranormal teams, tour guides, authors, etc. 

 

Author: Dane Ladwig  ISBN/EAN13: 1482061783 / 9781482061789   

Order at:  https://www.createspace.com/4144659  

Field Guide to Ghost Hunting Techniques  

Author and long-time researcher Dale Kaczmarek will teach you tried and true methods for proper research, 

investigation and analysis of data. The first book of its kind that will take you step by step into every aspect of your 

investigation including the proper way to interview clients, use of paranormal equipment, EVP experiments, 

photography and analysis, and finally what to do with the raw data you retrieve from your experiments. The author is 

uniquely qualified with over 30 years of experience in the field of paranormal investigation and research. 

 

Author: Dale Kaczmarek    ISBN-10: 0979711517   ISBN-13: 978-0979711510 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webstore/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webstore/
https://www.createspace.com/4144659
https://www.createspace.com/4144659
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Famous Haunts 

Bell Witch Cave (Adams, TN) 

http://bellwitchcave.com/  

February 2013 Issue 

In 2006 a movie called An American Haunting was released, based on a novel by the same name that was written by Brent Monahan, is 

supposedly based on the true events of the Bell Witch legend.  The book states that these events have been validated by the State of 

Tennessee and President Andrew Jackson and is the only case in US history where a ghost (spirit or entity) was the cause of a man’s death. 
 

The legend of the Bell Witch began with the family of John Bell.  The Bell’s settled in Northern TN in 1804, from NC, and were members of the 

Red River Baptist Church.  The Bell’s lived on a plot of rich farmland, about 320 acres, along the Red River near what is now Adams, TN.  In the 

late summer of 1817 the family started having weird and bizarre experiences that would change their lives forever. 
 

It started with some of the members of the family seeing strange animals on the land.  They also reported hearing loud banging sounds on the 

doors and exterior of their farm house.  The sounds then began to be heard inside of the family home.  The family was very terrified, but were 

afraid to confide in any one else.  For over a year they kept these stories to themselves. 
 

Eventually it became too much to bear and John decided to confide in his neighbor and friend, James Johnson.  The Johnson family came to 

the house to see if they could witness any strange things and they too were able to witness these bizarre things.   The story began to spread 

around the area and people started coming from all around to witness these accounts for themselves. 
 

At some point someone said it must be the witch of the neighbor Kate Batts doing this.  From then on they called the experiences “Kate the 

Bell’s Witch”. Over the years it was shortened to just “Bell Witch”. It was believed that “Kate” had two reasons to visit the Bell’s, 1) John and 2) 

she wanted to stop the youngest daughter, Betsy, from marrying. For over three years “Kate” haunted the family, with John and Betsy receiving 

the worst of it. 
 

On December 20, 1820 John died, many believed that he had been poisoned by “Kate”; and “Kate” took credit for his death.  Then in March of 

1821, Betsy broke off her engagement.  Therefore, “Kate” accomplished what she wanted to and bid everyone a farewell.  Upon her exit she 

promised to return seven years later.  In 1828 “Kate” did return to John’s son John, Jr.  This time she only stayed a few short weeks and then 

promised to return 107 years later, which would have been in 1935.    
 

However, other’s believed she never did leave, but instead took up residence in a cave nearby, now called Bells Witch Cave.  Over the years 

many strange things have occurred and been reported around Adams, TN and the cave.  There have been strange reports of things happening 

in the cave as well.   
 

There have been many a books written about and many of movies made about the Bell Witch of Tennessee.  In fact the legend is so well known 

it is even taught in schools today.   You can book a tour of the cave and/or find out more about specials events by going to the official website of 

the cave, see link above.   
 

Sources: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bell_Witch    http://www.anamericanhaunting.info/  

http://bellwitchcave.com/     http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bell_Witch_Cave  

http://www.bellwitch.org/home.htm     http://www.prairieghosts.com/b-cave.html  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://bellwitchcave.com/
http://bellwitchcave.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bell_Witch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bell_Witch
http://www.anamericanhaunting.info/
http://www.anamericanhaunting.info/
http://bellwitchcave.com/
http://bellwitchcave.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bell_Witch_Cave
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bell_Witch_Cave
http://www.bellwitch.org/home.htm
http://www.bellwitch.org/home.htm
http://www.prairieghosts.com/b-cave.html
http://www.prairieghosts.com/b-cave.html
http://www.prairieghosts.com/b-cave.html
http://www.prairieghosts.com/b-cave.html
http://www.prairieghosts.com/b-cave.html
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Tools of the Trade 

Barometric Pressure Gauge 

By Bill Krempp, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

Many investigators in the paranormal field theorize that in addition to magnetic and temperature fluctuations that may occur as the result of an 

entity drawing energy from the environment, that the surrounding air pressure can/will also deviate. These slight changes can be measured 

using a barometric pressure gauge also know as barometers.  

  

As we dive into the topic, we first need to define what barometric pressure is, and how it’s measured.  Barometric pressure is simply a 

measurement of the pressure of the atmosphere around us. This pressure is caused by gravity pulling on the gasses surrounding the earth and 

varies naturally based on temperature, altitude, and weather and wind patterns around us.  Common units of measurement are ‘Inches of 

Mercury’(InHg) or the metric equivalent millibars, or even Pounds Per Square Inch (PSI).  The standardized baseline is 29.92 InHg or 1013.25 

millibars  or 14.696 PSI, which is the air pressure at sea level at a standardized temperature in accordance with a mathematical model defined 

by the International Standard Atmosphere <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Atmosphere>  (ISA). 

 

Barometric pressure is used routinely in weather forecasting as we commonly hear the weather reports discussing high (generally good 

weather) and low pressure areas (generally stormy).  The cockpit of every plane also uses another form of a barometer known as an 

(Kollsman) altimeter which directly relates air pressure to an altitude.  

 

Barometers can be found in most hardware or sporting good stores with prices ranging from $20 for a good wristband model to $200-$300 for a 

high end model. Select one that fits your budget and needs that is accurate and fairly quick responding. 

 

Tips to properly use a barometer as part of a paranormal investigation:   

• Check current weather conditions slightly before, and directly after the investigation to note nearby weather and/or storm fronts which can 

naturally (and sometimes fairly quickly) change the air pressures.  Many teams have portable weather stations with data logging that can be 

utilized during the investigation for additional data points.  

• Take and record baseline readings in several location of the building/area being investigated. This operation can be done as part of the 

baseline grid pattern sweep along with the EMF and other reading.   

• Note the wind strengths and directions along with open doors, open windows, running fans, forced air furnace/AC/ventilation systems that 

can slightly change pressures in closed spaces during the investigation.   

• If variations ‘are’ detected during the investigation, note the readings along with any other instrument variations (e.g. EMF, temperature, 

noise/light anomalies) that can be used later to support the data and/or experience. 

 

To find out more about Barometric Pressure and Barometers use the following links: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atmospheric_pressure 

http://www.barometricpressure.org 

http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/weather/wbaromtr.htm 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Atmosphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atmospheric_pressure
http://www.barometricpressure.org/
http://www.barometricpressure.org/
http://www.barometricpressure.org/
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/weather/wbaromtr.htm
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/weather/wbaromtr.htm
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/weather/wbaromtr.htm
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Ghostly Believe it or Not! 

Visits From the Other Side 

By Carl Phillips, subscriber 

One needs to understand one thing before digesting my story. I am one of those people who does not remember what they dream. I wake up 

and it is there for about 10 seconds and then it is gone. My memory of a dream cannot even be triggered during the day from an event or a faint 

memory of that dream. I wake up. Wait for 10. And it is gone. This is why what I wish to tell you is so unique and powerful.  

  

It was back in the late 1980's when I was a counselor at a suburban high school. There was a young sophomore who I had known for the past 

six years. He was a special education student with learning needs. He was a nice kid but did not have many friends.  

  

During his sophomore year he died from an accident. It hit me really hard since I felt close to him for many years.  This young man's mother 

asked me to give the eulogy at the upcoming memorial service. I was honored to be asked but was unsure of what to say. The particulars 

around his death?  Let me just say they were unusual and many people were unclear of what had really happened. I felt like I was walking on 

eggshells.  

  

For a day or two following his mother's request I was unable to find the words that needed to be said. I really struggled with it.  

  

One evening after falling into a deep sleep, this young man came to me in a dream. This dream was vivid. This dream was interactive.  And he 

was there to tell me what I needed to say at the service.  

  

Upon waking up I jumped out of bed to my typewriter on my dining room table and sat down and typed out exactly what he had said to me. The 

words flowed from my memory and as I read what I was typing it was so simple, exact, and perfect.   

  

The day of the service I read what I was told to say. The words were well received and comforting to his family and to those who were there to 

say farewell.  

  

For me, I felt so grateful for his visit. He really rescued me in a tough situation.  

  

Since then and much more recently I have experienced visitations from my father and oldest brother shortly after their deaths. Again, these 

events are so much more vivid and real than any dream can be. And these visits were ones that I still remember; so many details of those visits 

I recall so easily.  

  

The experience has given me a lot of comfort; knowing that there is more after this life. That we truly do go on.   
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Greetings Illinois ghost enthusiasts, legend trippers, and paranormal investigators! trueillinoishaunts.com is looking for 

your local ghost stories and paranormal news. Ever wanted to be a reporter, highlighting the strange and unusual in your 

town? Come aboard and submit your stories. Articles about local legends, haunted houses, personal encounters with 

ghosts, investigations, UFO and Bigfoot sightings, and even paranormal events in Illinois are all welcome! 
  

 

Feel free to submit: 

1. Articles about your local haunted places (photos welcome) 

2. Personal experiences (photos welcome) 

3. Investigation summaries (photos welcome) 

4. Videos 

5. Information about upcoming events 

 
  

With 28,000 to 32,000 visits a month, our website is well respected for its creativity and interesting approach to the 

genre. Have your work read by thousands of people throughout Illinois and all over the United States. Articles should be 

between 500 and 800 words, using embedded links for citations. Please send all article submissions to 

trueillinoishaunts@blackoakmedia.org – make sure to include your full name, hometown, and phone number. Only your 

name and story will be shared with our audience. Pen names are acceptable as well. 

 

  

Whether you live in Chicago, or Galena, or Cairo, our fans are waiting to hear from you! So what are you waiting for? 

Submit your articles now! 

 

  

- Michael Kleen, author of the Legends and Lore of Illinois, and Haunting Illinois: A Tourist's Guide to the Weird and Wild 

Places of the Prairie State 

 

  

PS. If you have never been to trueillinoishaunts.com, I suggest you check it out. We have top 10 lists, ghostly games, 

creepy quotes, paranormal 101, interviews with authors and paranormal researchers, and much more! 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://trueillinoishaunts.com/
mailto:trueillinoishaunts@blackoakmedia.org
http://trueillinoishaunts.com/
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Paranormal or Not? 

Answer from the previous issue: 

Answer will be provided in next month’s issue. 

Paranormal Talk with Rev. Kathy 

Doing Your Homework 

Contributed By Rev. Kathy Houck, Independent Paranormal 

Investigations Research Consultant 

  

An important part of any paranormal investigation is researching the 

property where a haunting is reported. Lately a new resource has 

become necessary for investigators, which is just as important as the 

standard Environmental Protection Agency reports or the United 

States Geographical Service. Closer to home, are county agency 

reports on suspected drug houses and dump sites.  
 

Generally available through local Sheriff department websites, listings 

such as these are public record. Unfortunately when you purchase or 

rent a home, in most areas it isn’t required by law that real estate 

agents or landowners personally disclose any illegal drug activity that 

might have taken place there. The responsibility falls to the 

perspective tenant to look into such matters. Honestly though, if you 

are viewing a perfectly beautiful home in a nice neighborhood and 

decide it’s a great fit for your growing family how likely are you to 

pursue information like this? It’s at the top of your list to have three 

bedrooms, a first floor bathroom and know the schools nearby are 

good ones. Few consider researching the activities that may have 

taken place in a home in years past, but it should be at the top of the 

“want list” for a home.  
  

 The Illinois Department of Public Health offers guidelines for cleaning 

up homes, which have been used as methamphetamine labs online 

at http://www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/factsheets/meth-cleanup.htm. 

These guidelines are voluntary however, not required by law. If a 

home isn’t cleaned properly, it can lead to respiratory problems (lack 

of oxygen) and central nervous system dysfunctions that could cause 

a home’s occupants to feel as if they are being touched or watched 

by an unseen presence. Often the first call for help from a resident 

who is experiencing phenomena will be to a paranormal team.  
 

It’s a good idea in the times we live in to rethink the reasons people 

report ghostly activity. By constantly adding education, safety and 

further research options, we can help find real answers.  

February 2013 Issue 

The picture above was taken during our presentation at the 2012 IL 

ParaConference in Rockford.   The “orbs” are just dust highlighted by 

the camera flash.  Nothing paranormal here! 

The picture above was taken in January of 2011 outside of an 

investigation location in Shelbyville, IL. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/factsheets/meth-cleanup.htm
http://www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/factsheets/meth-cleanup.htm
http://www.idph.state.il.us/envhealth/factsheets/meth-cleanup.htm
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Annie’s Monsters (Part II) 

By Susan Haynes 

Mr. Morris was looking a bit panicked, like he thought there was something that I knew that he didn’t. “I only saw it real quick, so I can’t be sure. 

It looked like a monster to me.” I said it real fast, almost spitting the words out because I knew they sounded crazy. He looked at me and made a 

face. “Are you having me on?” he asked with skepticism in his voice. I shook my head, “No, I swear! I really saw something weird.” He smiled 

and patted my shoulder. “Don’t worry, Annie. I won’t let the monsters get you”. I frowned and then turned to leave. Boy, grown-ups could be so 

condescending, it really ticked me off. I went home, kicking stones and dandelions.  
 

That night, I decided to wait near the barn with my dad’s Polaroid camera, ready to catch the monsters in the act. I’d show them all that I knew 

what I was talking about. I waited until my folks were asleep then I climbed down the trellis outside my bedroom window, praying that it wouldn’t 

break although it never had before. I often snuck out to meet my so-called friends in the woods at night. It was scary and thrilling to do something 

so off-limits. My parents would have a cow if they knew. It wasn’t really fun, but it was a way to try to fit in with the other kids, even though it 

didn’t really work. Oh well.  
 

I went to Mr. Morris’ barn by way of the meadow, sticking to shadows all the way. I heard an owl hooting in the woods and something rustling in 

the weeds by the fence. Probably a mouse. I was kind of scaring myself, really. I had my flashlight and camera, as well as a bottle of water and 

my dad’s Swiss Army knife, just in case. There was a sliver of moon in the sky, illuminating a few clouds. A perfect night for surveillance. I made 

it to the barn and crouched down in the weeds, hoping there was no poison ivy. I settled in to wait, sipping my water every now and then. At 

around one in the morning I heard a stealthy movement to my left, over by the fence and about threw up, I was so scared. I peeped over the 

weeds but couldn’t see anything. I waited a few minutes to see if the sound repeated, then I stood up and took a good look. Nothing. Thank God. 
 

I looked around and right behind me was the creature! Oh God, Mom and Dad! Help me, please! I forgot to take a picture in my fright, but I did 

take off like a bat out of H*E* double-hockey sticks. I flew over the meadow and up the trellis and banged down the window in what seemed like 

two seconds, but was probably closer to five. Ha-ha. I was breathing hard and shaking like a leaf. I looked out the window toward the meadow 

but didn’t see anything so I relaxed and felt lucky to be alive. My bed never looked so inviting, so I gave in and put on my pajamas and crawled 

in, pulling the covers over my head. Enough excitement for one night! 
 

In the morning I gulped my breakfast and stayed in my room the rest of the day. I was totally freaked out. The monster had been no more than 

five feet away from me! I still had no idea what it was, but I was still more determined to find out. Mr. Morris’ horses might be in danger, and 

besides, I was very curious. I repeated my stakeout of the night before, this time armed with one of my mom’s kitchen knives. I was taking no 

chances. I knelt by the barn again, keeping a sharp lookout. I thought I heard a voice not far from me, over toward Mr. Morris’ house, but I 

figured he was on the phone or something. I really wanted a picture of the monster. This would make me famous, and popular at school! A 

double bonus. I kept watch until around two, the darkness creeping me out again. This time I heard the creature’s step before I whirled around to 

find it behind me. It looked at me with curiosity, not menacing me at all. I lifted the camera and snapped, the flash blinding me. The monster 

screamed and ran towards Mr. Morris’ house. I followed, having gained some guts somewhere. Mr. Morris’s porch light came on as the creature 

bounded up the steps, screeching. The door swung open on Mr. Morris, dressed in a robe and slippers, a shotgun in his hand. I expected him to 

lift it and blast the monster off the porch, but he simply held the door open as the monster fled inside. I was dumbfounded. What the heck was 

going on here? 
 

Continue to Page 14 
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Continued from Page 13 

Annie’s Monsters 
 

 

Mr. Morris looked after the monster as it went howling up the hallway towards the kitchen, then he turned back to me. “Well, Annie. Looks like I 

owe you an explanation. You’d better come in.” He held the door open further, a look of resignation on his face. I was speechless. I decided to 

go in and let him tell me what was going on since he had a gun and could protect us, although I was very confused as to why he hadn’t already 

used it. I crept up the stairs and followed him into the living room where we sat on opposite ends of the couch. What he had to tell me blew me 

away.  
 

“Annie, that guy you call a monster is my friend, Jacob.” I felt my jaw drop. He smiled wanly. “Jacob and his twin brother Eli had multiple birth 

defects, Annie, and their parents couldn’t care for them. They were born in Mexico to a very poor family, so they were sold to a freak show when 

they were quite small. This was fairly common back in the thirties, I’m afraid. Anyway, they ran away from the freak show a few years ago and I 

found them in the barn. They’ve lived here with me ever since. I’m sorry that you had to find out like this, Annie, but they were afraid to be found 

out by the neighbors, afraid of being teased and treated like “freaks” again, so they asked me not to tell anyone. Do you understand?” Wow, this 

was a lot to take in. I peeked down the hallway where the “monster” had gone. “Do they live here in the house?” I asked. “No, Annie, they live in 

the apartment above the barn. That’s why you saw them near the barn. You scared them. They thought they were going to be found out and the 

trouble would start.” I shook my head in wonder. Those poor guys! That they had to live like that in this day and age was crazy. And I kind of 

knew how they felt, since I was such an outcast myself. I promised Mr. Morris that I would never tell, then I went home, thinking. Whenever 

somebody is “different”, there are mean people around to make them feel worse. So, my monsters were just people. Just like me on the inside, 

anyway. I guess there was a lot of thinking ahead of me on that night. I wanted to help them, but I didn’t want them to be hurt anymore. I would 

just have to get to know them and treat them like anyone else, and they would see that not everybody is mean. That seemed like the right thing 

to do. I would talk to Mr. Morris again and see what he thought. Whew! What a night. Time to go to bed, and have good dreams this time. 

February 2013 Issue 

Name this Haunted Location 

Do you know the name of this haunted location?   Email us with your guess at info@tntparanormal.com.  

Last months Name this Haunted 

Location was Ohio State 

Reformatory in Mansfield, OH. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
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The following question(s) was/were submitted by our readers, by our online subscribers, or at events.  

 

Can my kids let the Black Eyed Kids in my home? 

Let’s first start by defining what the Black Eyed Kids (BEK) are, since some of our reader may not be familiar with them.  The first documented 

report of the black eyed kids came in 1998 from journalist Brian Bethel who claims to have been approached by two, pre-teen kids as he sat in 

his car in a parking lot.  At first the kids seemed normal and even looked like an average kid.  However, as they got closer to him he began to 

have overwhelming ominous feelings.  He describes them as “Fight or Flight” type of feelings.  He knew something didn’t feel right, but just 

didn’t know what.    The BEK asked him for a ride to get some money for a money and he told them no.  They became insistent and angry.  

Once they became angry their eyes turned coal black and completely lacked irises and pupils.  Then Bethel became completely paralyzed 

with fear and couldn’t move.  He had to fight to push that fear aside and drive away. 

 

Now sure this story seems very scary and creepy.  But is it true?   Or is it just urban legend? 

 

Over the years there have been more reports of the BEK.  From people of all walks of life.  Did they have the experience or was it urban 

legend? 

 

Well I’m not sure, but I can tell you in the Spring of 2012 we hosted a program at a local library and we spoke about the BEK and an elderly 

woman in the audience looked very confused and afraid.  She raised her hand and asked to speak to us.  She claimed that a few years before 

she had been visited by three kids, she did not know, that came to her front door and range her door bell.  She would not answer the door. 

The continued to try and get her to answer the door she refused.  They then got angry and their eyes turned black, but they did go away.  She 

wonders now if it was a visit from the BEK. 

 

So for this question, can my kids let the BEK in?   Well I guess it would be like anything else.  If the BEK do exist and knock on your door and 

your kid answers and “gives them permission” to enter your home…then it sounds like they can come into  your home.     

 

I guess the best advice for the BEK would be the same as if their were strangers.  Tell your children if they don’t know who is at the 

door…don’t invite them in.  That is a good rule to follow in life in general.  Better to be safe than sorry. 

 

You can learn more about the BEKs by coming to our library programs, searching online, or by going to:   

http://www.aliencrossing.com/black-eyed-kids/  

http://mythbuster.hubpages.com/hub/The-Black-Eyed-Kids  

http://suite101.com/article/black-eyed-children-fact-or-fiction-a277119  

 

--  Melissa, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

Ask TnT Paranormal 
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Upcoming TnT Paranormal 

Events 

• February 23, 2013 – Investigate with TnT Paranormal at the 

Coronado Theatre in Rockford - Host for Ghost Hunt  (Co-host with 

Tinker and Haunted Rockford http://www.hauntedrockford.com/)  

• March 21, 2013 7PM – White Oak – Romeoville Branch Public 

Library (101) 

• April 13, 2013 – Investigate with TnT Paranormal at Tinker Swiss 

in Rockford – Host for Ghost Hunt  (Co-host with Tinker and 

Haunted Rockford http://www.hauntedrockford.com/) 

• October 3, 2013 7PM – Franklin Park Public Library (102) 

• October 5, 2013 1PM – Downers Grove Park District (101) 

• October 11, 2013 7PM – Frankfort Park District (101) 

• October 12, 2013 1PM – New Lenox Public Library (101) 

• October 17, 2013 7PM – Lemont Public Library (101) 

• October 19, 2013 1PM – Steger Public Library (102) 

• October 24, 2013 7PM – White Oak – Romeoville Branch Public 

Library (102) 

 

We are adding new events all the time, so please keep checking the 

updated list:   http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm  
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AMT Counseling Management 

Services 
Ages 2 through Adulthood 

Contact us: 

 

815 N. Larkin Ave 

Suite 104B 

Joliet, IL 60435 

Phone:  815-730-8900  

Email:  amtcounseling@yahoo.com 

  Services offered 

ADHD   Anger Management 

Anxiety   Asperger's Syndrome 

Autism   Depression 

Domestic Violence Family 

Grief and Loss  Marriage 

PTSD   Sexual Abuse 

And much more 

Investigator Spotlight 

Carl Crooks 

Investigator in Training 

Carl has lived his whole life in the Chicago-land area and 

currently lives with his wife and three grown sons in 

Bolingbrook.  He has been married for 31 years.  Carl has 

been a school social worker for 33 years at the same 

school district in Westmont Illinois.  Carl has been the 

president of the Bolingbrook Tee-Ball Association for the 

past 14 years and a board member for a total of 18 

years.  Along with investigating the paranormal Carl is also 

interested in music, movies, reading non-fiction, and 

sports.  
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Upcoming Paranormal 

Events 
Local Events: 

• February 8, March 8, March 22,  April 12, or April 26, 

Paranormal Tour of Tinker Swiss Cottage:   

http://www.tinkercottage.com/upcoming-events.html  

• March 10, Paranormal Tour of the Historic Briggs Mansion: 

http://www.hauntedrockford.com/events.html 

 

Not so Local Events: 

• March 23, Missouri State Penn: 

http://idealeventmanage.com/missouristatepenitentiary.html  

• April 12 – 15, Stanley Hotel, a BRE event: 

http://www.beyondrealityevents.com/  
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