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At TnT Paranormal 

Investigators LLC our primary 

mission is to help the client 

with their paranormal 

concerns. We research the 

background of the property, 

gather data during an onsite 

investigation, review that data 

to determine if any paranormal 

evidence was captured, and 

provide the client with a report 

of our findings. We also use 

this time to educate our clients 

on the paranormal field and 

helping to ease their fears. 

  

We would love to assist you 

with your paranormal needs. If 

you would like to know more 

about our services, ask us 

questions, or to request an 

investigation please go to 

www.tntparanormal.com.  

TnT Paranormal Happenings 

November is upon us and man it sure snuck up on us this year.  The air has turned colder, 

skies are gray, and the trees are almost bare.    

This month we are wrapping up the 2012 Fall Library Series.  We will be at the following 

library on 11/3: Chicago McKinnley branch.   Don’t miss out on this last library program of the 

year.  We hope to see you there!  Also, if you want to see us at a library near you tell your 

local librarian!!!! 

This past month besides the library programs we hosted a pay event at Milton School in 

Alton on 10/20.  We had 20 of participants come with us as we roamed the halls of the old 

school searching for things that go bump in the night.  We had a great time and are very sad 

that it will be the last time we get to go.   

We have several “Investigate with TnT Paranormal” events coming up at Tinker Swiss 

Cottage and the Coronado Theatre (NEW). These are the perfect events for the novice 

paranormal investigator who wants to be able to investigate but may not have the means to 

do it otherwise.  Are you brave enough to come along with us and see if these locations are 

haunted?  If so see pages 6, 10, and 16 for details on how to attend. 

We have a lot of interesting articles in this months issue from Debunking the Paranormal to  

the new column TnT Asks to Laser Pen to The Spooklight.   If you are a budding author, or 

even an experienced one and would love to have your article in our newsletter, please let us 

know. 

We are always on the lookout for new cases and places to investigate, so please keep us in 

mind if you hear of anything.  That’s all for this issue but not all, by any means, for us and 

what we are up to.  To learn more go to our website (www.tntparanormal.com), check us out 

on FaceBook (https://www.facebook.com/#!/home.php?sk=group_146712678732927&ap=1), 

or Twitter (@TnTParanormal). 

Happy Thanksgiving!!!!! 

TnT Paranormal is seeking team members for the positions of Part 

Time Investigator and Data Reviewers.  Go to page 12 or our website to 

learn more about the positions and how to apply! 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
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Debunking Tips – Part 1 

By Frank Wurczinger, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

A long time ago I heard something that always stuck with me as a paranormal investigator, if you can rule out the possible then all that is left is 

the impossible.  I always felt that before I claim something to be paranormal I need to really look at it from a skeptical point of view and attempt 

to rule out any possible natural explanations.   

 

Some things I do on investigations is  to look around at my environment.  I will make mental notes about reflective surfaces, I will look at what 

the room looks like when a car’s headlights pass by.  It is also a good idea to listen to what the place sounds like when the air conditioner or 

heater kicks on.  This may help explain some knocks or bangs later on. 

 

An EMF (Electro Magnetic Field) sweep at the beginning of any investigation can help to debunk spikes on your Mel-meter, K-II, Ghost Meter, 

etc.  Our team does a grid room sweep of every room and floor to help determine a baseline reading or any hot spots on our investigations.  

Mostly debunking EMFs is common sense.  If you have a constant high reading more than likely there is an appliance or wiring near making 

rapid movements.  Look for patterns, heating and air conditioning units can cause spikes as well.  If you notice your readings drop when the air 

or heat kick off, you have just debunked it. 

 

For audio evidence it’s always good to start the investigation by introducing oneself in the beginning of an EVP (Electronic Voice Phenomenon) 

session.  This is to not only let the spirits know who you are but also to provide a sample of your voice to the data reviewer.  It is also important 

to announce when you enter or exit a room, make a noise such as dropping something, walking, bumping into things and even stomach growls.  

It’s also good to practice calling out or tagging any other noises heard during an investigation, such as external noises, cars, people animals, 

planes, etc.  Tagging noises helps the data reviewer know if they have heard something paranormal or natural.  Also try not to whisper.  A lot of 

us talk to ourselves, it’s only natural but if you do call this out to the recorder. 

 

Video debunking can get a little tricky at time.  Normal everyday things such as insects, dust, hair, spider webs etc. can look paranormal to an IR 

(infrared aka night vision) camera.  We at TnT Paranormal actually spent hours testing how different things look on camera. 

 

Photo evidence can be another tough debunk.  With computer program, such as Photo Shop and cell phone applications that allow you to add 

ghosts to your pictures and the high quality of today’s cameras that pick up dust, mold, pollen and other air born particles, it’s very difficult to 

believe a photo is genuine or faked. 

 

If it is possible, the best thing to do is try recreating your evidence.  The Sci Fi channel’s show Fact or Faked Paranormal Files is a good 

example of recreating and debunking techniques.  It can get exciting to catch a paranormal event, but try to keep a level head and rule out 

natural or explainable causes first.  As said on Ghost Hunters “When in doubt, rule it out.” 
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Debunking Tips – Part 2 

By Melissa Tanner, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

The following is from the How to check if your House is Haunted article.  

 

Have you had weird and unusual things happening at your home and you just cannot make heads nor tails of why?  But before you jump to the 

paranormal, let’s first consider some logical explanations for what is happening.   Here is a list of a few: 

• Knocks and Bangs – All houses make noise that is a normal part of the settling and aging process.  However, what if your house makes a 

lot of weird noises.  There are a few things you can check:  Are all outside shutters secured?  Are all doors, windows, storm doors, storm 

windows, and screens secured?  Are the pipes in your house secured?  Do you have Central Air?  If the answers to all of these questions are 

yes, then it’s possible you have a haunting. 

• Hearing Voices – Are you hearing voices that you cannot find a source for?  Well first check to make sure of a few things:  Did someone 

leave a clock radio, stereo, TV, or computer on?  Are you hearing your neighbors?  Is a baby monitor on?  Do you have a hearing aid? If 

these questions do not help you find the source then it’s possible you have a haunting. 

• Lights go on and off by themselves – Before you jump to any conclusions on what that means you should first check a few things.  Are the 

lights on a timer, if so have the times been adjusted?  Is it a lamp, if so is it plugged in properly?  Are the light bulbs screwed in properly?  Are 

the light switches loose? Do you have the correct wattage of bulb in each light fixture? If you check all of these things and you’re still having a 

problem, then you might want to call an electrician.  If the electrician cannot find anything wrong, then it’s possible you have a haunting. 

• TV goes off and on by itself – A lot of TVs now days have timers, sleep timers, and other mechanisms that allow them to turn off and on by 

themselves. A few other things to consider are: Is your remote working properly?  Or Does your cable box affect your TV?   If after this 

information you still can’t explain the activity, then it’s possible you have a haunting. 

• Cold Spots – Are you noticing cold spots around your home?  Basically locations colder than others.  If so check to see if there are windows 

open, drafts coming in around windows or doors, someone adjusted the diffusers on air vents, or something causing an air vent to send air a 

certain way.   If all of these questions don’t help you resolve the cold spot, then it’s possible you have a haunting. 

• Pets and Children – Pets and children can be great detectors of paranormal activity because they can sense, see, and hear things that 

adults can’t (that is a whole other article in itself).  If you start to notice your pets acting strangely, looking at something that is not there, 

barking at the corner, etc.  Or if you children start telling you stories about an imaginary friend that is so detailed and/or so unique that there 

is no way they could make it up on their own, well maybe it’s not an imaginary friend at all.   If you notice these things, it could be that you 

have a haunting. 

• Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) – All houses have them, since an EMF is given off of all electronics, power lines, and any other electrical 

item.  It is also a term used in the paranormal field, as there is the theory of spirit energy causing the field to spike if there is no other 

source.  However, it is important to know there are causes of EMF spikes that have nothing to do with the paranormal and everything to do 

with electrical wires being improperly grounded, living very close to a power grid, or "dirty" electricity.  

 

There are many more things to consider when trying to debunk something.  To learn more go to: http://www.tntparanormal.com/Articles/Article8-

How%20to%20check%20if%20your%20house%20is%20haunted%20V2.pdf. 
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This is a NEW column where each month we will asking a person in the paranormal field 10 questions about themselves.   First up:  

Author Michael Kleen. 

 

Michael Kleen earned a M.A. in History from Eastern Illinois University in 2008 and a M.S. in Education from Western Illinois University in 2011. 

He is the author of numerous books, including Tales of Coles County, Illinois, Six Tales of Terror, Haunting Illinois: A Tourist's Guide to the 

Weird and Wild Places of the Prairie State, and Paranormal Illinois. Michael has spoken about local history and folklore at conventions, libraries, 

cafes, schools, and colleges; and he has presented research papers at the 2007, 2010, and 2011 Conference on Illinois History in Springfield. 

 

1. Tell our readers a little bit about you and the role you serve in the field of the paranormal? 

I am a writer, entrepreneur, amateur historian, and all around decent guy. I have a MA in American history from Eastern Illinois University and a 

MS in education from Western Illinois University. I've written several books, including Paranormal Illinois and Haunting Illinois: A Tourist's Guide 

to the Weird and Wild Places of the Prairie State. I also created the website trueillinoishaunts.com. 

 

2. How long have you been interested in the paranormal and what sparked that interest?  

I have been interested in the paranormal my entire life, but I can't say whether there was any particular event that sparked my interest. When I 

first learned how to read, I would go to the library and read books about ghosts and other unusual things. Maybe I was drawn to the mystery of it, 

or I thought I would discover answers to life's big questions. 

 

3. What makes you and/or your team different from others in the field? 

I am different because I do not claim to be some kind of scientist or paranormal investigator. I enjoy telling stories, collecting Illinois folklore, and 

looking at the history behind those tales. I have read quite a bit about the subject, but I am not what you would call a "team player." I prefer to sit 

back, observe, critique, and let other people get their hands dirty. 

 

4. What do you believe is the most common mistake paranormal investigators make? How can they correct that mistake? 

The most common mistake paranormal investigators make, by far, is not doing enough research before going out into the field. These days, any 

group of people can watch Ghost Hunters or Ghost Adventures, buy matching black t-shirts, and claim to be paranormal investigators. It's like 

watching Matlock, putting on a suit, and calling yourself a lawyer. People have been investigating the paranormal for more than a century, and 

there is a large body of knowledge on the subject. It would help greatly to go back and read the history of the field, study the theories and 

techniques, and examine what skeptics have had to say about it as well. 

 

5. In your career in the paranormal have you ever had someone bring up a phenomenon or unusual experience that you had never 

heard of before? 

People have strange experiences all the time, and variations on things that have been experienced in the past. But as it says in the Bible, "There 

is nothing new under the Sun." I have read a lot about unusual phenomenon, and the likelihood is that anything that is experienced in the 

 

 

Continue to Page 5 
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TnT Paranormal Asks Michael Kleen 

 

present, at least one other person has experienced in the past. Hopefully they wrote it down. That being said, although I can't think 

of a specific example, I am still surprised by some things I hear and that is what makes this subject so enjoyable. 

 

6.  Any advice for a new investigator getting into the field of the paranormal? 

My advice is read, read, read. As I said earlier, there is so much out there that has been written on this subject. It would be a huge 

mistake not to read accounts from the past, or from others currently in the field. Only a very arrogant person would pretend that 

they have nothing to learn from those who have done this before. If nothing else, it will prevent you from reinventing the wheel. 

 

7.  What do you believe is the best tool a paranormal investigator can use during an investigation? 

The best tool a paranormal investigator can use during an investigation is his or her own mind. You can have all the gadgets in the 

world, but if you are not mentally prepared for what you might experience (or not), or trained in what to look for, or possess 

knowledge about the principles behind that equipment, those gadgets will do you no good.  

 

8.  What is your favorite place/location to investigate? 

I have always enjoyed places where there is a definite story. I have been to dozens of cemeteries where people have experienced 

cold spots, feelings of dread, and so on, and they all start to look and feel like the same place after a while. It is rare when you get 

to look into a place where the hauntings are rooted in its history, and it is fun to try and make those connections. 

 

9.  Have you ever had a paranormal experience that “changed” you in some way?  Either for the positive or the negative. 

Yes, but not in the way you might suspect. When I first started going to allegedly haunted places, I was a firm believer. I had been 

primed to believe in ghosts and hauntings from a very early age, owing to all the books I had read about it. When I started visiting 

those places, however, the lack of any usual experiences made me much more skeptical. I learned to be more cautious in my 

approach. Today, I would say that I enjoy when something unexpected happens, but I do not anticipate it everywhere I go. 

 

10.  How can our readers contact you to learn more about you and the work you do in the field of the paranormal? 

My personal website is being reworked right now, so your readers can visit trueillinoishaunts.com, home of the Legends and Lore 

of Illinois and all things paranormal related in the Prairie State. Thank you very much for allowing me to do this interview for your 

newsletter, and I am looking forward to your next presentation as always.  

 

 

We want to thank Michael for the interview and being our first interviewee for this new column.   

TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://trueillinoishaunts.com/
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Is Tinker Swiss Cottage Haunted???    
You be the judge! 

 

Join us for a night of ghost hunting….if you dare! 
 

Hosted by Tinker Swiss Cottage Museum and Gardens and TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

Session 1:  5:30 - 8:30PM (3 

hours)    or     Session 2:  9:00PM 

– Midnight (3 hours) 

 

Cost per Session:  $25 in 

advance; $35 at door 

Limit 15 per session 

 

Includes:  Investigation of the 

location and training on the 

equipment used during 

investigations 

 

Sign-up: (Paypal)  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/event

s.htm#890734040  

We are pleased to announce an Investigate with TnT Paranormal Event at 

Tinker Swiss Cottage Gardens and Museum in Rockford, IL on 

Saturday, November 17th.   

To learn more about Tinker Swiss Cottage go to: http://www.tinkercottage.com/ 

If you have questions please contact TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

(info@tntparanormal.com).   

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm
http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm
http://www.tinkercottage.com/
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
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The Spook Light (near Joplin, MO)  

aka Hornet Spooklight, Hollis Light and Joplin Spook Light 

Growing up in small towns in southwest Missouri, northeast Oklahoma, or southeast Kansas you would hear many stories about a local legend 

called “The Spook Light”.  The legend is set on a dark secluded farm road, about twelve miles southwest of Joplin, MO.  The legend goes that if 

you are very quiet, at night, a strange light will appear on the road, out of nowhere, and approach you.  The reports of this light and/or lights go 

all the way back to the 1830s.   
 

In the 1960s and 70s the Spook Light was so popular a local man named Arthur P. “Spooky” Meadows started the Spooklight Museum.  This 

museum had a pamphlet that told of the legend and lore of the location.  According to the pamphlet the legend began in 1884 when a young 

Quapaw girl saw it moving through the trees in northeast Oklahoma.  The first documented sighting was in 1881.  The reports continue to this 

day. 
 

Another legend is about the ghost of a woman searching for her missing husband, a local miner.  The story goes that he got lost in the woods on 

his way home from work right before dark and his wife got worried and took a lantern out to look for him.  She would search every night from 

dusk until dawn.  She searched for him every night until she died.  The light is her ghost still searching for her lost husband.  
 

Other suggestions include  “marsh gas”, car lights from the highway, and the glow from minerals in the area.   The marsh gas theory is hard to 

believe since marsh gas does not ignite itself spontaneously and  even if it could the wind and rain would extinguish the flame.   The passing car 

light theory would be believable, except that the nearby highway, even though is in direct line with the Spook Light road it is a lower elevation.  

The minerals in the area theory is also a good one, but how do you explain it moving about, almost weaving in and out of trees, cars, etc.  
 

Over the years several groups from the US Army Corps of Engineers (1946) and Midwest Research Institute (1945) have conducted studies of 

the area and the “lights”.  The US Army Corps said it was a "mysterious light of unknown origin“.   
 

Several TV shows and other groups have filmed out there and tried to find a source for the lights.  None have been able to so far. 

 

From our founder, Melissa Tanner:   “When I was in my teens I went out to the Spook Light on a few occasions with friends.  We would go out 

on the farm road, park the car, turn off the car (and lights), and wait.  Never fail..we would see it.  I have seen it change in size, shape, and 

color.  I have seen it move down the long stretch of road toward the car I was in, only to disappear within feet of the car.  Then have it reappear 

a few moments later.  I’m not sure what the lights are, but I can tell you from personal experience that they do exist and are strange.  We would 

watch them for hours and never could explain where they came from or what would cause them.”  

 

Sources: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Spooklight 

http://www.prairieghosts.com/devprom.html  

http://kevinrandle.blogspot.com/2006/09/joplin-spooklight.html  

http://www.legendsofamerica.com/mo-spooklight.html  
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When my husband told me he was traveling to San Antonio for work, I immediately started to finagle a way to “tag along”.  I arranged for my 

children to stay with my parents, boarded the dog and away we went.  Before we even checked into the room I hit the brochure kiosk looking for 

things to do in San Antonio.  Since I am obsessed with all things paranormal, the first 6 (yes 6) brochures I grabbed were relating to paranormal 

tours in the area.  To make a long story short, I decided on a ghost hunt led by Martin Leal. 

  

Martin had great knowledge on the historical information about San Antonio, the Alamo, several hotels and land in general.  We walked the 

streets of San Antonio learning about the various haunted locations. He was very charismatic and had one line zingers that had the group 

laughing the whole time.   

  

We started at the Alamo and walked down the street to a hotel.  This hotel was called the Camberly Gunter Hotel.  This particular hotel 

reportedly has a ghost of a prostitute who was killed there in the 1960’s.  It is told that the room she was staying in was covered in blood, 

however no body was ever found.  Her alleged killer supposedly walked a few blocks away to the Menger Hotel (which is also reportedly 

haunted), and he too disappeared without a trace. 

  

Another hotel we visited was called the Emily Morgan Hotel.  This hotel used to be Medical Arts Building, which was later changed into a hotel.  

The most reports of strange happenings are located on the 7th and 12th floors.  Reports include shadow figures, all the electric appliances in the 

room turning on all at once and orbs.  Emily Morgan is reported to be the “Yellow Rose of Texas”, as in the song.  She is rumored to have 

detained the General Santa Anna while the Texans charged the Mexican camp.  The Texans reportedly took them over in 18 minutes. 

 

                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continue to Page 9 
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Continued from Page 8 

 

Haunted San Antonio? 

 

As we walked the streets, we stopped on a street corner.  The apartment building that was on the corner was reportedly home to a young man 

who was depressed and suicidal.  This young man reportedly decided to end his life by jumping out of his window which was several stories off 

the ground.  We were given some equipment at this corner (K2’s and EMF detectors) since there have been reported sightings of this man on 

this corner.  It has also been reported that people have heard someone screaming as if they were falling.  Could this be residual energy from 

this young man’s tragic death?  

 

We also spent extensive time around the Alamo.  The monument where we met for the beginning of the tour was where it ended.  I also learned 

that this monument is the only known monument dedicated to an “apparition”.  It is said that the Mexican leader was burning the dead in a mass 

grave and was ready to destroy what was left of the Alamo.  This is when an apparition appeared out of the flames and scared him and his 

posse so much, they left and never came back.  This monument is dedicated to that apparition, and the souls of those who lost their lives 

fighting for the Alamo, including Davy Crockett and George Bowie.  

  

My husband and I also went to the Menger Hotel, even though it was not a stop on this particular tour.  We walked into the lobby thru a shop off 

the street.  My husband (who is a major skeptic in the paranormal), said he was immediately creeped out by this piano and felt the need to take 

a few pictures of it.  Although there is nothing in the pictures, I found it extremely odd that my husband would get creeped out, in broad daylight 

when nothing phases him!  There was also a girl working in the shop that we walked thru who used to work in the Menger as a maid.  She said 

she did have one experience where the elevators closed on her and the elevator made stops on other floors when no buttons were pushed.  

She said other hotel workers told her that were the ghosts playing tricks on her.  She chalked it up to an old elevator. 

  

San Antonio is a city rich in history, culture and tales.  Is it haunted?  Why don’t you take a tour and decide for yourself. 

  

  

  

          

  

  

 

Ghostly Believe it or Not 
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Is Tinker Swiss Cottage Haunted???    
You be the judge! 

 

Join us for a night of ghost hunting….if you dare! 
 

Hosted by Tinker Swiss Cottage Museum and Gardens and TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

Session 1:  6:00 - 9:00PM (3 

hours)    or     Session 2:  9:30PM 

– 12:30AM (3 hours) 

 

Cost per Session:  $25 in 

advance; $35 at door 

Limit 15 per session 

 

Includes:  Investigation of the 

location and training on the 

equipment used during 

investigations 

 

Sign-up: (Paypal)  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/event

s.htm#890734040  

We are pleased to announce an Investigate with TnT Paranormal Event at 

Tinker Swiss Cottage Gardens and Museum in Rockford, IL on 

Saturday, December 1st.   

To learn more about Tinker Swiss Cottage go to: http://www.tinkercottage.com/ 

If you have questions please contact TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

(info@tntparanormal.com).   

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm
http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm
http://www.tinkercottage.com/
mailto:info@tntparanormal.com
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Tools of the Trade 

Laser Pen / Grid 

By Tom Dziekan, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

A couple of tools that many paranormal investigators use are laser 

pens or laser grids.  A laser pen is simply a device that looks like a 

pen but contains a laser light, push button, and usually runs on a 

couple AA batteries.  When turned on, the pen emits a single beam of 

light that looks like a laser.  A laser grid is similar to a laser pen but 

when the button is depressed the laser grid emits a large number of 

laser lights almost looking like a matrix.  Laser pens have been 

around for years while laser grids are a more recent gadget.  The 

theory is that entities may sometimes take the form of a solid mass.  

If the mass moves across the path of the laser, it breaks the beam of 

light and the entity can be seen more easily. This is especially helpful 

because I think you would all agree that it’s sometimes 

difficult to see a black mass move across the room when most likely you are investigating in the dark. 

   

I have used laser pens and laser grids on investigations and have a couple observations and tips: 

• First and foremost, never look directly at a laser as it might damage your eyes.  If you are walking towards a laser, keep your gaze 

towards the floor so you don’t look directly into the light.  To be entirely safe, use protective eyewear if possible.   

• Laser pens and laser grids do not have on/off buttons.  Rather, they have push buttons where the laser stays on only if the button is 

continually depressed.  If you want the laser to stay on continuously, you can wrap tape around the pen so the button remains 

depressed or you can put a clamp on the button.  However, be sure to not over tighten the clamp or you may damage the button.   

• The battery life of laser grids are usually short and the batteries will drain after about an hour of continued use. In addition, the laser 

grid can get hot if your keep in on too long.  Laser pens on the other hand can stay on for hours at a time, the batteries don’t drain as 

quickly, and don’t overheat.  

• Both devices can be used in one of two ways.  You can use them as hand held devices or fasten them to the tripod of your IR camera 

(facing it the same direction the IR camera is facing).   

• I recommend using the laser grid as a hand held device.  In my experience it is easier to see the full spectrum of a laser grid with the 

naked eye and have found it difficult to see the entire laser grid when it is being recorded via an IR camera.  For example, during an 

investigation set the laser grid down on a table or chair, turn it on, and begin investigating by observing silently or conducting an EVP 

session.  Look for any breaks in the light beams of the grid.  It could be an entity moving across the room.  When moving to another 

room be sure to turn the laser grid off.  This will ensure you don’t accidently shine the laser into a fellow investigator’s eyes and will 

conserve the batteries. 
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Continued from Page 11 

 

Laser Pen / Grid 
 

• I recommend using the laser pen fastened on the tripod of your IR camera for a couple of reasons.  First, you can leave 

the laser pen on for hours at a time (unattended) and won’t have to worry about battery drain or overheating.  Secondly, 

since the laser pen is only a single beam of light, it is easier to see on the IR camera.  As you review your recorded video 

later, look for any breaks in the beam of light because it could be an entity moving across the vision of the camera.   

Tools of the Trade 

Seeking Team Members 

TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC is now seeking team members for the following positions:  Part Time Investigator and Data Reviewer.  All 

members of TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC are volunteers and must be 18 years of age or older. No member receives any type of 

compensation for their participation.   All team members are required to meet certain obligations to the team in a given calendar year.  These 

obligations include but are not limited to investigations/data review, event support, newsletter content, attend team meetings, etc. 

 

You do not need any special skills and/or equipment to join.  You only need a passion for the paranormal, time to commit to this team, to be a 

team player, and have the urge to help clients with their paranormal concerns/issues. 
 

If you are serious about paranormal investigation and research and TnT Paranormal sounds like a team you would like to pursue a membership 

with go to http://www.tntparanormal.com/seekingnewteammembers.htm to learn more about these positions and how to apply.  Only serious 

applicants should apply.  The deadline for submission is Friday, November 9, 2012. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/seekingnewteammembers.htm
http://www.tntparanormal.com/seekingnewteammembers.htm
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Paranormal State: Season Two 

Delve deep into the strange and the mysterious with Paranormal Research Society founder 

Ryan Buell and his intrepid team of investigators as they attempt to unravel inexplicable 

paranormal phenomena around the country. Among the weird events the supernatural sleuths 

examine are sixth-sense experiences, ghost sightings, demonic disturbances, and brushes 

with the darkest areas of the unknown. Founded by Buell in 2001, the PRS works on cases 

across the country and is one of the most recognized groups of its kind in the nation. 

Investigations in Season 2 include a Pennsylvania couple bedeviled by paranormal activity in 

their home, an aggressive poltergeist in Maryland, and an Oregon home plagued by a 

headless apparition and mysterious cries for help.PRS uses Electronic Voice Phenomenon 

(EVP) recordings, video documentation, old-fashioned research and the help of renowned 

psychics, demonologists, psychologists and counselors to explore these bizarre cases in the 

hopes of helping frightened people who have nowhere else to turn. Paranormal State: The 

Complete Season 2 contains all 12 eerie episodes and Bonus Features on 2 DVDs.  

 

Studio: A&E HOME VIDEO  

DVD Release Date: July 27, 2010  

Run Time: 264 minutes  

ASIN: B003L9KA84  

November 2012 Issue 

TAPS ParaMagazine 

TAPS ParaMagazine is America’s premiere paranormal print & digital publication featuring the 

top minds on the topics of paranormal investigating, cryptozoology, ufology and spiritual 

beliefs. 

The Atlantic Paranormal Society, New England's very own "Ghost Hunters" on the Syfy 

channel, are taking the paranormal to a new dimension in a community near you. 

It started in June 2008 when TAPS founders Jason Hawes and Grant Wilson, along with New 

England Paranormal (NEP) founder Steve Gonsalves, launched TAPS PARAMAGAZINE. It is 

a glossy publication dedicated to the paranormal, the unknown and things in-between for fans, 

believers and skeptics alike. 

The magazine is an entertainment/lifestyle magazine and features content covering all aspects 

of the paranormal. It utilizes a cast network of paranormal enthusiasts to compile a bi-monthly 

collection of stories which has helped the magazine fill a market niche that remains 

unexplored. 

Website: http://www.tapsparamag.com/  

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/TAPSParaMagazine#!/TAPSParaMagazine  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tapsparamag.com/
http://www.tapsparamag.com/
http://www.tapsparamag.com/
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Greetings Illinois ghost enthusiasts, legend trippers, and paranormal investigators! trueillinoishaunts.com is looking for your 

local ghost stories and paranormal news. Ever wanted to be a reporter, highlighting the strange and unusual in your town? 

Come aboard and submit your stories. Articles about local legends, haunted houses, personal encounters with ghosts, 

investigations, UFO and Bigfoot sightings, and even paranormal events in Illinois are all welcome! 

 

Feel free to submit: 

 

1. Articles about your local haunted places (photos welcome) 

2. Personal experiences (photos welcome) 

3. Investigation summaries (photos welcome) 

4. Videos 

5. Information about upcoming events 

 

With 28,000 to 32,000 visits a month, our website is well respected for its creativity and interesting approach to the genre. Have 

your work read by thousands of people throughout Illinois and all over the United States. Articles should be between 500 and 

800 words, using embedded links for citations. Please send all article submissions to trueillinoishaunts@blackoakmedia.org – 

make sure to include your full name, hometown, and phone number. Only your name and story will be shared with our 

audience. Pen names are acceptable as well. 

 

Whether you live in Chicago, or Galena, or Cairo, our fans are waiting to hear from you! So what are you waiting for? Submit 

your articles now! 

 

- Michael Kleen, author of the Legends and Lore of Illinois, and Haunting Illinois: A Tourist's Guide to the Weird and Wild Places 

of the Prairie State 

 

PS. If you have never been to trueillinoishaunts.com, I suggest you check it out. We have top 10 lists, ghostly games, creepy 

quotes, paranormal 101, interviews with authors and paranormal researchers, and much more! 

 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://trueillinoishaunts.com/
mailto:trueillinoishaunts@blackoakmedia.org
http://trueillinoishaunts.com/
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Paranormal or Not? 

Answer from the previous issue: 

Answer will be provided in next month’s issue. 

Paranormal Talk with Rev. Kathy 

Miracle or Fantasy? 

Contributed By Rev. Kathy Houck, Independent Paranormal 

Investigations Research Consultant 

 

There is a scant percentage of the global population that couldn’t use 

a little spiritual and emotional healing. When we invest our time, 

energy and love to others we leave a little of ourselves behind. Those 

who follow a Shamanic path call these pieces of you, soul shards. 

Deep wounding of this nature can impact a person’s ability and desire 

to properly function socially with friends, family and the community. 

Shamanic Practioners work to act as a medium between the visible 

world and the spirit world that most people can never hope to see. 

  

A Shaman in the more traditional sense works with those in their tribal 

communities. The role is essentially the same as a practioner though 

to become a Shaman would mean the designation would be passed 

down through either heritage or by a rite of passage that can take 

many years. Beware of one who would profess to be Shaman who 

has not lived their entire lives within a tribe. A Shamanic Practioner 

however, just might be the liaison between the living and the unseen 

that could provide the answers and healing that you have needed for 

a lifetime.  

  

Using a combination of techniques such as Native American 

journeywork, Sigmund Frued’s dream interpretation and Carl Jung’s 

shadow work psychology, Shamanic Practioners often provide the 

type of counsel that just can’t be found in modern day mental health 

care. Instead of simply treating the mind, the spirit is as well 

incorporated into the care and consideration that a client receives.  
  

So, what does this mean from a paranormal standpoint? It just may 

mean that the shadows you see out of the corner of your eye, 

recurrent memories from places you have never been, that aching 

feeling of living a cursed life or the longing of your soul for a lover you 

have never known, might not be as crazy as it sounds. These are the 

bits of emotional energy referred to as soul shards. The answers to 

these afflictions could very well lie in the beyond and Shamanic 

Practioners believe the healing can begin in the here and now. 

November 2012 Issue 

The picture above was taken by a team member during an 

investigation.  It is just the light from the IR camera.  It is not 

paranormal. 

The picture above was taken by our trail camera during an 

investigation. 
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From all of us at  
TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC 

Happy  
THANKSGIVING 
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The Twist 

Part III 

By Susan Haynes 

Jerry was stunned at the audio evidence he’d found so far. Bob was unable to find any evidence on the internet that anyone else had 

experienced the same phenomena, which was very exciting. Well, there was still the town to explore, and daylight was wasting. It was time to 

get moving. Lunch arrived and they took half an hour to eat, fueling up for the investigation ahead. The sun was still beating down, and sweat 

was dripping off everyone’s foreheads, making muddy little spots in the dirt. A tumbleweed rolled leisurely down the middle of the street and 

crows cawed from the roofs of the ragged buildings. What a lonely spot to build a town. 

  

After lunch the team assembled to say a protection prayer, which seemed more necessary than ever in light of the attack at the mine. Lola 

shivered despite the heat. “This place feels very scary, I really am not comfortable here. Let’s do this and get it over with,” she muttered.  There 

were nods all around. Nobody felt like this place was good, and they were jumpy from the incident at the mine. “Let’s go then, folks. We’ll start in 

the daylight and try to finish before ten, when it should still be a little light,” Jerry said. They broke into groups and entered the buildings, with Bob 

manning the table where they had set up video monitors and the walkie–talkie bases.  

 

One of the buildings was an old saloon, and Lola, Hailey and Jean entered the batwing doors, which hung askew. Surprisingly there were still 

chairs and tables left, as well as a long bar along the back wall. Stairs led up the right side wall, while a stage was on the left. The dry desert air 

must have kept these things fairly intact. Dust and tumbleweeds were all over the floor, as well as the other flat surfaces. It was terribly quiet, 

and all three women nervously picked their way across the floor to the bar. They decided to do an EVP session right away, and Jean took the 

lead. “If anyone is here, we’d like to talk to you. Can you tell us your name?” She asked several more questions and then they went upstairs to 

where they assumed the bordello was. There were a few iron bedsteads and washstands left in the tiny rooms, but little else. Lola kept a video 

camera running in the dim light from the filthy windows. Hailey had a ghost-meter and swept the room like Lola showed her. Suddenly it lit up like 

a Christmas tree when it neared a straight back chair in the corner of one room. She nearly dropped it in her excitement. Jean brought out her 

digital recorder again and they did another EVP session. After the usual questions, Hailey asked one of her own. “Are you trying to hurt us?” And 

the ghost-meter lit up again. “Does that mean yes?” And the lights came on again. They looked at each other and in silent agreement they left 

the room and went back down the stairs. “This place just feels wrong” Jean said. “Let’s go back to base.” They approached the doors and they 

flung themselves open, slamming against the outside wall. “I guess they want us to leave.” Lola giggled nervously. They trooped back to base, 

where they collapsed on the camp chairs.  

 

In the assayer’s office, Jerry and Mike, along with Mindy, were having a similar experience. To each of Jerry’s questions during the EVP session, 

a cool breeze seemed to float over them as the ghost-meter lit up. Jerry cut the session after 25 minutes, as they all felt they had enough on 
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Continued from Page 18 

 

The Twist – Part III 

 

 

their digi and video recorders. They went back to the meeting place and exchanged experiences with the others. They swapped locations, with 

Bob going in Jerry’s place. Twenty minutes later Jerry heard a high scream piercing the evening air. He jumped up as the three ladies ran at 

break-neck speed down the dusty street towards him. “What? What happened?” “Oh my God, Jerry, we had stuff thrown at us and Hailey had 

someone pull her down from the basement stairs at the assayer’s office. I think we caught a full-bodied apparition!” Lola was breathless and full 

of mixed emotions, excited and scared all at once. He checked to make sure they were all okay, then got on the walkie-talkie to Bob and called 

his group back to base. This was more than enough, it seemed to him. Time to call it a night. If everything was recorded, and Lola seemed sure, 

then they had a ton of evidence from both nights and he felt that it was becoming too dangerous. “Let’s go back to Hailey’s. We’ll grab the 

recorders from the buildings and pack everything up.”Jerry said as Bob’s group came back. An hour later they had finished and were on the road 

to Hailey’s.  

  

After they had cleaned up and eaten dinner, Jerry asked Lola and Jean to join him in looking at the full-bodied apparition they found. He had 

opened up his laptop and started running the digital file as Hailey walked up. “Goddamit! That son of a bitch!” she yelled as the apparition 

appeared. “That’s Ray! My ex-boyfriend. He must have found out about the investigation and followed us, set it up.” Lola and Jean were terribly 

disappointed, and Jerry was appalled. “Well, that changes everything,” Jerry said. “We are going to have to really pick over all this evidence and 

see if any of it isn’t tainted.” He called the rest of the group over and broke the bad news. There were disgusted grunts all over. They decided to 

call it a night, and each went to their tents, sadly shaking their heads. 

 

The next morning as they were eating breakfast, Lola’s uncle pulled up in a cloud of dust. He has a grizzled gray beard and dirty jeans and a T-

shirt that said LEAVE ME ALONE. A true remnant of the west. He got out of his truck and walked over to the group. “Hey all. I got some bad 

news for you, Hailey. The sheriff just found Ray over by the assayer’s office. He had fallen through the roof. They were looking for him about a 

speeding ticket or two and just happened to find his car behind the building. His mama said he left night before last and never came back. They 

think he’s been dead for nearly the whole time.” Gasps were heard all around as Hailey collapsed to the ground. The team really had caught a 

full-bodied apparition! Sad as they were for Hailey, they couldn’t help but be thrilled about the evidence.  

 

The next morning the group headed back to Kansas, leaving Hailey with her mother and little brother to mourn Ray’s passing. They were 

unabashedly excited to review the evidence they had recorded, even as they felt bad for their new friend Hailey. Life was funny, wasn’t it? 
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The following question(s) was/were submitted by our readers, by our online subscribers, or at events.  

 

What do you think about movies like "Paranormal Activity"? 

I find movies like “Paranormal Activity” to be entertaining; however, they are just that….’entertainment’.  Films seem to go for the 

demonic due to the shock value and horror quality.  The truth is demonic cases are highly rare.  I think I have a better of chance 

of winning the lottery than encountering a demon. 

A lot of the films that seem to be true stories turn out not to be and the ones that are based on the true stories are so loosely 

based, they turn in to a completely different story all together. 

Don’t get me wrong, I do enjoy a good paranormal flick.  In my opinion, the only terrifying movie was “The Exorcist”.  If you are 

looking for real paranormal, why not join us at Tinker Swiss Cottage on November 17th or December 1st?   

 

--  Frank, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC  

 

  

I think films like these are fun because of the added ‘Hollywood shock value’.  These are works of fiction and I hope people do 

realize this.  It would be quite fascinating to have as much activity happen in 90 minutes as these movies do.  It would make 

those long nights in the dark, waiting for something to happen much more exciting!   

On the flip side of this, I think that some of these movies can instill unnecessary fear in to people.  I have only seen the first two 

Paranormal Activity movies.  While I believe some of that is possible, the writers have gone to the extreme to get the ‘oooohs’ 

and ‘aaaaahs’.   

 

--  Tracey, TnT Paranormal Investigators LLC  

Ask TnT Paranormal 

Sneak Peek 

In the next issue of Bumps in the Night!!!: 

• Paranormal “U” - Thin Man 

• Famous Haunts – Willow Creek 

• Tools of the Trade –  E-Pod  

We have TnT Paranormal t-shirts.  Place 

your order today at: 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/apps/webs

tore/  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
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Events 

• November 3, 1PM, Chicago Public Library - McKinnley branch 

(101) 

• November 17, Tinker Swiss Cottage, Rockford, IL (Ghost Hunt 

with…) 

• December 1, Tinker Swiss Cottage, Rockford, IL (Ghost Hunt 

with…) 

• February 23, 2013, Coronado Theatre, Rockford, IL (Ghost 

Hunt with…) 

 

We are adding new events all the time, so check the updated 

list often.  We hope to see you at an event in your area soon. 

http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm  
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AMT Counseling Management 

Services 
Ages 2 through Adulthood 

Contact us: 

 

815 N. Larkin Ave 

Suite 104B 

Joliet, IL 60435 

Phone:  815-730-8900  

Email:  amtcounseling@yahoo.com 

  Services offered 

ADHD   Anger Management 

Anxiety   Asperger's Syndrome 

Autism   Depression 

Domestic Violence Family 

Grief and Loss  Marriage 

PTSD   Sexual Abuse 

And much more 

Investigator Spotlight 

Frank Wurczinger 

Investigator in Training 

Frank was born in New Jersey and moved to Illinois at the 

age of 4. He lives in Lisle, where he has resided off and on 

for the last twenty years. Frank has been interested in the 

paranormal since he was a child and he enjoys all of the 

ghost hunting television shows along with several of the 

paranormal podcasts. His hobbies include golf, cooking, 

paintball, music, skiing, and spending time with his family. 

Frank considers himself a skeptical believer and doesn't 

jump to unexplained events as being paranormal without 

checking all possibilities. 
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Upcoming Paranormal 

Events 

Events in Rockford, IL: 

(http://www.hauntedrockford.com/events.html ) 

• November 17, Stephen Osborne  at Camp Grant Museum 

• December 9,  Gallery Readying at Veterans Memorial Hall 

 

Other Events: 

• November 17, Spalding Inn, NH:  

http://idealeventmanage.com/idealevents.html  

• March 23, Missouri State Penn: 

http://idealeventmanage.com/missouristatepenitentiary.html  

• April 12 – 15, Stanley Hotel, a BRE event: 

http://www.beyondrealityevents.com/  

http://www.tntparanormal.com/
http://www.tntparanormal.com/events.htm
http://www.hauntedrockford.com/events.html
http://www.hauntedrockford.com/events.html
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http://idealeventmanage.com/idealevents.html
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